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Gherie says she loves me, but I'm not so sure 




Blair 

down the 

Commons 
bearpit 


Colin Brown 

Chief Fblrtical Corresponden t 

Tony Blair yesterday announced 
that he was ending the twice- 
weekly “Punch and Judy Show" 
at Prime Ministers Question 
Time as part of his efforts to 
breathe fresh air into the House 
of Commons. 

The Prime Minister an- 
nounced that he was replacing 
the twice-weekly 1 5-minute ses- 
sions, which had been criti- 
cised for encouraging “yah-boo, 
sound-bite politics”. Pram 21 
May, he will face questions 
once a week for half an hour. 

forcing the Prime Minister to 
answer questions about his 
whereabouts every Tuesday and 
Thursday has no place in the 
presidential style of the Blair 
administration. It is seen as a 
quaint exercise by other West- 
ern leaders, including Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton,, who 
announced that he will be vis- 
iting Downing Street next week 
to meet the Rime Minister for 
the first time since the election. 

But tbe decision to do away 
with the tradition was attacked 
by John Major, who spent six 
years answering questions from 
Mr Blair and his predecessor, 
NeQ Kinnock. and may have rel- 
ished his chance to get his own 
back. “It is true that PMQs is a 
burden to any Prime Minister. 
But that is the point of it It 
makes the Prime Minister di- 
rectly accountable to Parlia- 
ment. The size of the 
government’s majority in the . 
House at present makes that 
accountability more important 
and not less." he said. 

Mr Blair was braced for an 
outcry after informing Mr Ma- 
jor and other party leaders, in- 
cluding Paddy Ashdown, the 
Liberal Democrat leader, who 
used a Punch and Judy show to 
launch his party’s election cam- 
paign. 

Baroness Thatcher and Mr 
Major had to prepare meticu- 
lously for unexpected ques- 
tions, taking up precious hours 
of briefing. The “open question" 
enabling backbenchers to try to 
catch out the Prime Minister 
will stav, for the time being, but 
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there are moves to end that too. 
A new special select committee 
will be set op to review further 
changes to Prime Minister’s 
Questions, and Downing Street 
sources confirmed that me Gov- 
ernment wQl be suggesting that 
the "open question" should go. 

That could restrict MPs to 
raising issues related to the 
questions on the Commons or- 

more lercely than ending the 


twice-weekly sessions which 
have made Prime Minister’s 
Question Time an unlikely hit 
on cable television in the Unit- 
ed States. 

A more sedate session of 
questions may lose viewers, but 
Mr Blair is said to have found 
widespread distaste for the 
twice-weekly dashes on the 
doorsteps campaigning in the 
election. "The media coverage 
of h has chained the nature of 
the event itself. He felt that the 
public were fed up with the re- 
lentless, endless slanging match, 
Blair slagging off Major and 
Major slagging off Blair,” said 
a Downing Street source. 

"It is not very edifying and 
hopefully, this will change the 
nature of the debate." 

Mr Ashdown, who was reg- 
ularly jeered by Tbty and 
Labour backbenchers every 
time he entered the fray in 
Prime Minister’s Questions in 
the last Parliament, supported 
Mr Blair’s move to make die 
sessions more serious, and more 
sustained is their questioning. 

But the contestants for tbe 
Tbry party leadership are loathe 
to give up their chance to show 
they can beat Mr Blair across 
the despatch box. 

Michael Howard, the for- 
mer home secretary, said: “I 
have no problem with looking 
again at the format of PMQs, 
but it is wrong to cut it down to 
once a week. Requiring the 
PM to answer to the House of 
Commons twice a week is good 
for democracy." 

The Prime Mirriser this week 
showed his anxiety to enforce a 
culture change in government 
by telling the Cabinet to "call 
me Tbny\ He will also sweep 
away the practice in Prime Min- 
ister’s questions of repeating the 
set reply to questions about his 
duties for the day. 

This resulted in Mr Major 
having to repeat five or six times 
each session the words, "I refer 
the Hon Member to tbe reply 1 
gave earlier Mr Blair believes 
this procedure is time-wasting 
and baffling to the public. 

Leading article, page 15 . 

Bow to be a toff, page 18 
Comment, page 19 



I can only go by what I read in the news- 
papers, which Is that Cherie Biair thinks I 
stink, harbour v9e diseases and pee on the 
duvets. Yes, the press report merely said 
Cherie thought cats were “unhygjenic" but we 
all know what that means. 

See, the world divides into cat-haters and cat- 
lovers. Cat lovers prize our independence, 
killer instincts and unashamed enjoyment of. 
physiol pleasure — yes, pleasure! All the un- 
fashionable. politically incorrect pleasures, 
from the scrunch of small hot bones, (o the 
warmth of a roaring fire and the knowledge 
that one is going to stay asleep an damned 
dag to - well, let’s face it, loud and promiscu- 
ous sex in the open air. 

Are the Blairs an open-air sex family? 1 think 
not. I have long harboured doubts about 
Labour. I think they’re keener on the soft, 
wet, endlessly grateful dependency culture of 
the average labrador: 

They have no respect for hunting. It’s all "oh, the 


by Humphrey the 
Downing Street Cat 


poor fox” and “oh the poor wee mousie”. I^h! 
And this lot are puritans to boot “Off welfare 
and into work”, eh? Welfare is my lifestyle, 
Cherie darling, fhmify values? A blatant at- 
tack on the sexually liberated lifestyle which 
the feline community has enjoyed for genera- 
tions. Over-indulgence? They’ve made fat 
cats 71 hate figures for half the nation. 

I'm a professional. They say “pose with the 
nice. lady, Humphrey" and - OK, Peter; fellow 
reline -FU pose. It goes with tbe job. But 
frankly, they’ve got a lot of ear-scratching, 
cosseting and fine dinners to come before they 
buy my trust. If not... wefl, these goys better 
remember: around these parts. Sir Humphrey 
always wins. 

Photograph: Rebecca Naden 
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Tutankhamun’s killer is revealed: 
it was the general by the pyramid 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

In wharmustbe the longest run- 
ning "whodunnit" of aD time, 
new evidence has emerged into 
the mysterious death, 3,0)0 years 
ago, aflOngThtankhamun. 

The combined skills of a for- 
mer Scotland. Yard detective 
and a medical expert suggest 
that the boy pharaoh may have 
been murdered by one of his top 
officials or a general; 

Ever since Thtankhamnn, 
who died at tbe age of mne hi 
1352BC was discovered buried 
in the \felley of the Kings in 
Egypt 1922 there has been in- 
tense speculation about his 
demise. 


- Now the magazine MAG - 
Museums and Galleries - has 
brought together a “historic 
murder squ^T to investigate the 
case. Their findings, published 
on Monday, suggest that fool 
play ended the young king’s life. 

Analysis of X-rays of Tu- 
t ankham im's skull by Professor 
lan Isheiwood a retired neuro- 
radiologist with 33 years expe- 
rience, revealed a small 
depressed fra&ure in the back 
of the skulL Professor Isher- 
wood believes the mjury was 
probably caused by a blow to the 
nead which most likely took 
place before his death. ’ 

“During mummification you 
often get [this sort of injury] in 
limbs but not in the skoH," he 


said yesterday. He added: “It 
doesn't imply mal-inteni, unless 
there’s circumstantial evidence 
to support it” 

So the question is whether 
there anyone with a motive. 

In steps Graham Melvin, a 
former detective inspector with 
the Metropolitan police. His 
prime suspects are Ay, the. 
king’s vizier, and the head of the 
army. General Horemheb. 
“You would need two. If Ay was 
acting alone, wouldn’t 
Horemheb have been angry 
with him for murdering his 
king? Anyway, Ay would have 
needed the army’s support." 

Further circumstantial evi- 
dence is that Ay took over Tu- 
tankhamun's throne and 


married the dead king’s widow. 
Following Ay’s death Horem- 
heb took power and destroyed 
the young Pharaoh’s monu- 
ments. The name of Th- 
tankhamun was removed from 
the list of kings. 

Mr Melvin said: “It wasn’t 
about power per se. If it had 
been about power, why wait. . 
They’d have bumped him off 
long ago. 

"It was about the greater 
glory of the country. Ay was old. 
They agreed, on a handshake, 
that he’d take over, and Horem- 
heb knew when A; was dead, be 
could do as he liked." 

Despite this new inquiry and 
fresh list of suspects, do charges 
are expected. 
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Blunkett unveils unit to 
raise school standards 

A new Government unit for drying sp^diool standards yesterday 
emerged as a powerful coortfe^^oonnecQng * 

government, schools, locat^thcnities a range of kev education 

The Secretary of State for Edtjcartcmand Employment, David 
Bhinketl, said ! the Standards ^Efiectweness Unit would be 
charged with driving forwanJGoverinB&t policy to lift standards 
in all schools and, in particular, hiftiag literacy and numeracy 
targets for primary-age children. 

The unit will be overseen bythe&hool Standards Minister. ' 
Stephen Byers, and headed by Professor Michael Barber, former 
Dean of New Initiatives at London University’s Institute of 
Education. 

Il 'j® act 3 s a advisory body . to the Secretary of State over the 
establishment of a mec hani sm for consulting teachers and other 
educational partners on policy issues - a step much requested by 
education practitioners. 

fading schools will also find tfaemsefces under the unit’s watchful 
eye, as it advises the Secretary of State on ways to improve weak or 
failing institutions. Mr Byers yesterday received a report on all 281 
of the country's faili n g schools for consideration this weekend, an d 
is expected to announce action on the issue within the next 
fortnight. Lucy Ward 

Dublin demands inquiry into killing 

Dublin yesterday called fora high-level investigation into 
circu m sta n ces surrounding the beating to death of a Catholic man 
by loyalists in Portadown, amid allegations t hat police ignored 
pleas to come to the man’s assistance. 

Robert Hamill , a 25-year-old father of two, died in hospital on 
Thursday night, two weeks after suffering serious head injuries in 
an attack as he left a function at Portadown 's St Patrick's Hall. 
Relatives claimed the loyalists called him “a Fenian bastard” and 
“danced on his head”. 

Members of Mr HamflI’s family told Irish radio that police in a 
RUC car, parked close to the scene of the attack, had ignored 
pleas to come to his aid and failed to give any medical help. 

Rosemary Nelson, solicitor for the Hamill family, confirmed a 
writ had been served on the RUC seeking; damages for negligence, 
and said the circumstances of the attack were “very sinister”. 

Former BBC chief Wenham dies 

Broadcaster Brian Wenham, 
(left) who as BBC2 controller 
nurtured Not The Nine 
O’CIock News , snooker and 
opera coverage, has died, it 
was disclosed yesterday. The 
former BBC TV director of 
programmes and BBC Radio 
managing director died 
suddenly in London on 
Thursday night. He was 60. 

“He will be greatly missed," 
said BBC Broadcast chief 
executive Will Wyatt. 

Wenham was BBC2’s 
controller from 1978 to 1983 and had a distinguished broadcasting 
career at both ITN and BBC He leaves a wife, Elizabeth, and two 
daughters. 

Julie Ward arrests ‘within weeks’ 

Detectives believe they are closing in on the killers of Julie Ward, 
whose mutilated body was found eight years ago in Kenya’s Masai 
Mara game park. Julie’s father, John Ward, 63, who has devoted 
himself to bringing the culprits to justice, said yesterday he 
expected arrests to be made in the next few weeks. 

Mr Ward, a hotelier from Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, said the 
jig saw was finally beginning to piece together and there was strong 
evidence that his 28-year-old daughter had been murdered by two 
employees of- a camping ground in the Masai Mara. 

“The jigsaw is now looking much clearer than it ever has. We 
believe there were two people primarily responsible and a third 
who helped clear up the mess.” 

‘Standard’ faces contempt action 

The High Court yesterday gave the go-ahead for contempt 
proceedings to be brought against the London Evening Standard 
over publication of a story which led to the trial of six alleged 
Whitemoor prison escapees being abandoned. 

The Attorney-General, John Morris QC, in a case initiated by 
his predecessor Sir Nicholas Lyell, was granted leave to apply for 
court orders punishing Associated Newspapers, Standard editor 
Max Hastings and journalist Mark Honigsbaum. 

The story, headlined “Alcatraz-on-Thames”. was published on 22 
January and included photographs of three of the trial defendants 
with captions referring to their IRA connections and the terrorist 
nature of the convictions for which they were serving time. 

Next day, the Woolwich Crown Court trial was permanently 
“stayed” by Mr Justice Maurice Kay, who had ruled a week earlier 
that no reference to such matters should be made during the 
hearing. 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 41.2% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 
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NIco (etta Mantovani and Luciano Pavarotti in London yesterday (Photograph: David Rose) 



L uciano Pavarotti, the great Kalian tenor, flew into 
Britain yesterday for his last appearance at the 
Royal Opera House before it closes for redevel- 
opment. ' 

- Hie opera star. and his young girlfriend, Nrcoletta 
Mantovani, are paying a flying visit for tomorrow's sell- 
out performance at Covent Garden, which wilj be his 
orriy solo recital in London this season. 

' The event will be his first recital at the Royal Opera 
House in eight years. His last appearance pn stage 
was in Verdi's opera Uri&aHo fn Maschera in 1995/ " 
A Covent Garden spokeswoman said: "It is com- 
pletely sold outand has been virtually since we opened 
[booking], Itis a rare treat" .. ’ • 

The workf s most famous tenor will perform a pro- 
gramme which includes music by Beethoven. Scar- 
latti, Schubert and Bizet There wifl be operatic arias 
from PUcdnilSvtdslca and Ooiilz&ffi*s feETBIr cfAmcire 
- but no airing ofwhat has become his signature Ame, 
NessunDorma. . '• S> " ' 

- . . He performed the same programme at the Metro- 
politan Opera House in New York in January. ' . _ 


. ‘ The recital is part of the celebration of the 50th an- 
niversary of foe reopening of the opera house after 
'foe Second Work} War and comes two months before 
it closes for foe £214m redevelopment plan. . 

. The theatre is scheduled to reopen in December 
*999; '.which may well make this Pavarotti’s fast. 
Covent Garden performance of the century. 

His debutthere was asRodoffb in LaBohemein 1964. 
For Ns jnSfcrecftal, in 1976, he was accompanied on' 
the piano by tbbne Madera, as he wd be again tomorrow 
/■ Pavarotti arrived at the Hyde Park Hotel yesterday 
kmchtbpe wtth 27-year-o)dM tss Mantovani. She was 
the singer’s secretary, but moved into his Italian home 
two years ago when he left his wife of 36 years. - 
■ ’• She Immediately put himon a strict diet to reduce 
his tegendary bulk by several stones, and has been 
credited with huge inftoence bverhim, despite being | 
ydtinger than tiisjtftree daughters. V 

: Pavarotti had enjoyed previous dalliances, but his 
mfo. Adua, fiad tolerated them. However, she wrote 
arrangry open letter to an Italian newspaper through 
her lawyer, about foe Mantovani affair. LoalseJurtf. 


Oldest mother has no regrets 


The world’s oldest mother yes- 
terday said she had no regrets, 
despite the fact she is in foe cen- 
tre of an international controversy 
over her “miracle child". 

Mrs Arceli Keh, now 64, gave 
birth on 7 November, when she 
was 63, to her daughter, Cynthia. 
Speaking from her home in High- 
land, California, she defended her 
decision to have a child so late in 
life, saying: "I would do it all over 
again if foe doctors would let me. 
My husband and l would love to 
have a second child. 

“I intend to to be around for a 
long time. A number of people in 
my family have lived well into their 
nineties, so I've got very good 
genes. I plan on devoting every 
minute of my life to this little bun- 
dle of Joy - and because I am re- 
tired I can do that, which some 
working mothers cannot do." 

She and her 6 7 -year-old hus- 
band Isagani, originally from foe 
Phillipines, began trying to have a 
natural child when she was 47, 
soon after they married in I960. 



The following year, she was told 
there was no chance of a child. 

So, lying about her age, she 
signed up for in vitro fertilisation t 
foe University of California in 1993 
- five years past the acje set by 
doctors as an upper limit for foe • 
treatment, which cost £20,000 and 
succeeded after five attempts. 

Him Sengupta 


Tory spin-doctor 
stands down . 

New Labour, new spin doctor -for 
the Tories. Charles Lewington, 
Smith Square's answer to Alastair 
Campbell, is one of foe first casu- 
alties of the electoral meltdown of 
the party he was meant to help 
spin into power. 

Mr Lewington, 38, the director of 
communications for the Conserva- 
tives, is in Spain today after hand- 
ing in his resignation to party 
chairman Brian Mawhmney. 

The former political editor of the 
Sunday Express joined Smith 
Square 18 months ago. Cheroot 
smoking Mr Lewington, known by 
various sobriquets of “ Lord 
Snooty" and the “ Westminster 
Lounge Lizard", is now consider- 
ing a number of offers in the me- 
dia, but said he would not be 
making a decision for a few weeks. 

Mr Lewington had argued for the 
sacking of Neil Hamilton and was 
surprised that John Major refused 
to call the Tatton association to re- 
move him as its candidate. 
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HOME AFFAIRS 

Reoffending cut by widet; 
use of community sentences 

In a report published nest week, the Peaal Affaire Canrortigm-w^ 
urges the new Government to place greater emphasis entire^ • fc. 
reduction of reoffending, aiguingih^ip^ain _ 
supervision have reduced the rate of reonenfiBg bJLbjt 
and 30 per cent - 
These programmes are said to n 
off enders to restrain aggress 

alcohol or drug problems, or t — - r — -- ~ ^ 

The consortium argues that A, rational strategy lor ri 
reoffending would involve developm^plans tg exteii(^ y ^ 
effective forms of community supervision to siany more -erfsiy .i 
offenders.” It proposes a “national cmricuhun” of the most !- .• 
effective supervision programmes, to be made available to Courts 
all over the count ry. - .... 

HEALTH 

We all scream after ice cream 

The most common canse of headaches is not stress, hangovers or .- 
migraine. It is ice cream, according to research published In the 
British Medical Journal yesterday, A third of people have suffered A 
“brain freeze” caused by cold food or drink, writes Professor ' 

Joseph Wnlihan, of Temple University, Philadelphia, j 
Tne condition is characterised by a stabbing or aching^-pain ■ -- 
which begins a few seconds after eating fee cream arid peaks m 30‘ 
to 60 seconds; Experiments to induce foe effect by applying + r ... 
crushed fee to 'the palate have shown that it cannot be reproduced 
in cold weather; 

Research had indicated that ice cream headache was a referred 
pain. It bore a similari ty to migraine in that both involved reaction 
to sensory stimuli .... 

Professor Hnlihan wrote: “No treatment is usually required, 
and sufferers rarely seek medical attention. Since foie posterior 
aspect of foe palate is most likely to produce the referred pain of 
ice cream headache, avoiding contact of the cold food with this 
area can effectively eliminate the symptoms.” 




CONSERVATION 

Blueprint for saving rare species 

A blueprint for managing forests to boost the conservation of rare 
and endangered birds was published yesterday by the Royal Society 
for the Protection of Birds and the Forestry Commission. 

Already, much effort has gone into conserving several types of 
forest birds, sfieb as the' capercaillie; black grouse, nightjar and 
woodlark, and the plan is based on this and other research.' - 
The paper focuses primarily on man-made, largely coriiferijflS 
forests, where there are the roost commercial opportunities far 
felling and replanting. Its advice is aimed at benefiting wildlife, 
with minimal effects rm profits. ' -i. 

The RSPB’s Scottish director, Stuart Housden, said birds which 
could benefit included the Scottish crossbill, found only in 
Highland pinewoods. the black grouse, which is suffering massive 
population decline, and the bam owl, hit by a shortage of nest sites. 

WHITEHALL 

Records go electronic . 

Hie Public Record Office at Kew entered foe eta of new technology 
yesterday when it unveiled its first electronically produced i 
government documents - the Nolan Report on standards in public 
life. 

Already, 95 per cent of government records originate 
electronically, foe Treasury goes completely “electronic” this year* 
and the paper bottlenecks in Whitehall and the Record Office' 
meant deadlines for a rolling programme of computerisation were 
brought forward to this side of the millennium. -'j' ■ 

At foe moment, foe PRO files between 96,000 and 100,000 pager 
files per year, equivalent to one-and-a-half miles of shelf spac&f fp V 
Under an electronic system, a mile of records could be coataiik&Z 
in a single box of CD-Roms. John Crossiand 
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Peril in 
Venice as 
St Mark’s 
repels 
invaders 

Police commando raid ends short-lived 
rule of rag-tag Venetian liberation' army 


Andrew Gumbei 

Rome 


It was shortly after dawn yes- 
terday rnonung when a lone 
male voice cut into regular ra- 
dio programmes in Venice with 
a startling announcement. 

After 200 years, a regular 
unit of the Most Serene Venet- 
ian Army has tonight liberated 
St Mart’s Square,” the heavily 
accented voice said in a low 
monotone. “Long live St Mark, 
long live the Serenissiina!” 

It was not a joke. Or not 
entirely. Something really quite 
spectacular had indeed taken 
place in this lagoon city of a 
thousand romantic fantasies. 

Shortly after midnight, a 
band of eight men dressed in 
battle fatigues had comman- 
deered a vaporetto on the 
Grand Canal, loaded a home- 
made armoured car on board 
and ordered the pilot to take 
them to the Piazza. 

Once there, they climbed up 
to the top of the campanile, 
unfurled a Vene tian flag and set 
up a pirate radio ante nna along- 
side their sleeping bags and 
enough food to last them sev- 
eral days. Thus began an all- 
night adventure that yo-yoed 
tragicomically between terror- 
ist drama and costume farce. 

The men claimed to be sep- 
aratist guerrillas seeking to lib- 
erate Venice from the 
colonialist yoke of Rome, but 
were they serious? Were those 
real sqbrDiachmeguns they were 
brandishing or just toys? And 
what was all this nonsense about 
re-establishing the Venetian 


Republic two centuries 
after the collapse of the glori- 
ous maritime republic? 

The police took no chances, 
cordoned off St Mark’s Square 
and embarked on a five-hour 
negotiation to try to persuade 
the men to give themselves up 
peacefully. In the end, they 
mounted an early-morning 
commando raid, baling the 
campanile with a telescopic 
ladder and successfully arrest- 
ing the men without a shot 
being fired. 

It is too soon to say who these 
pranksters were, but their 
escapade was certainly well- 
publicised ahead of time. 

For weeks, separatists from 
the Veneto - angry about high 
taxes and the backwardness of 
the Italian south which they be- 
lieve they are forced to subsidise 
- have been interrupting state 
radio and television broadcasts 
with propaganda about the 
“rotten and corrupt” Italian 
state and rallying all “in- 
domitable fellow patriots of 
the Veneto” to rebel. The date 
they have been focusing on is 
this coming Monday, the 
bicentenary of the fall of the 
Venetian Republic and the day, 
according to the separatists, 
when the Veneto began its long 
servitude at the hands of out- 
side forces. 

They consider Italian unifi- 
cation, which was approved by 
the Venetians in an over-, 
whelming popular vote in 1866, 
little different from preceding 
occupations under Napoleon 
and the Austrians. 

Such rhetoric is too much 



Broken idyll: 
Canaletto's lire 
Molo from the 
Badno di San 
Marco Venice, 
1747-50 
(Photograph: San 
Diego Museum Of 
ArfBadgpman Art 
Library) 

. Right The 
group’s homa- 
built armoured 
vehicle fles 
abandoned in St 
Mark’s Square 
after their vain 
attempt to 
Iterate the 


even for Umberto Boss, leader 
of Italy’s northern separatists, 
who has found his own consid- 
erable talent for agitprop up- 
staged over and over by the 
'more radical Venetians. 

“This is noway to stage a rev- 
olution,” Mr Bossi tnt-tutted 
yesterday, his voice betraying 
Just a hint of envy. 



Siege against the Serenissima 


1. The group commandeered a“va- 
poretto" ferry shortly after midnight 
to take them, a six-wheeled ar- - 
moured vehicle they had built them- 
selves and a camper- van down the 
Grand Canal to St. Mark's Square. 

£ The afgttetibng group raised a - 
banner on the tower bearing the 
syntel of the Lion of St Mark and . 
isatuedastatementdesalblngthem- 
sttves as soldiers of fee 'Most . - 
Serene Republic ofy&nfce". . . 

a Afeaxnnf24 ^madtedCarrfHnleri 
pararnffitary police stormed Ihe &ell- 
tawbr and arrested the separatists ' 
whose protest has put secession : . 


back on - the ^ofltJcal agenda in Italy. 

4. PoBce, who scaled part of the 99m 
(3S5ft) fewer found a sub-machine- . 
gun and afluantity of ammunition. 

The protesters face changes \ 
indudingmembership of anarmed - 
band, subversion, kidnapping and 
illegal possession of weapons. 

Pofioe finked ftem to a shadowy : .- 
group lhaf has interrupted ^ television, 
news bulletins in the north-east for. ; 
two months, with pirate broadcasts' 
warning of a “spectacular acten’\to - 
Bjark Monday’s 200th anniversary of 
the fall Of the Venice Republic.- ■ 


HOW TO ATTRACT 
WOMEN 

What's changing in the 
magazine market 

THE ENID BLYTON 
EFFECT 

Do the Famous Five 
influence your 
choice of holiday? 

BANKS ON THE 
FA CUP 

A player-by-player 
guide to Chelsea by 
Tony Banks, new 
Minister of Sport 

SPECIAL OFFER 

Get the loS for just 5Gp. 
See the voucher on 
page 2 today 


it is. ARE YOU? 


Mr Bossi's Northern League 
k planning to declare an Inde- 
pendent State of Pa rian ia, with 
Venice as its capital, in an half- 
clownish, half-serious ceremo- 
ny in September. 

If he is not careful, though, 
the Venetian crazies may well 
declare their- independence 
from him first. 


Lost and found again: an old lady’s independence 






T 2 M 8 [y;mT:The Venetian 
i goverranent votes itself out of 
““ 38 Napotecmstorms fctv 

peopfothlnJcffmf they are 
' 9 revolufion, but ■ 'J. 
aefis^them outfo-* ^ 



,1886: 
defeate^bofotffe. tends of 
lhe Raich andfoePrasstans, 
The 

which then beconfos a part of 
Hie 

aratistirrover ' 
in fteVoifte 
,.taS 

Mpnd 

;T996: TFfeJakfer 2 dttf»&: 
Northern 


DO^,iauncnes^ms^naK3i 
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Have we got news 




PBtri McCann 

Media Correspondent 


(UU&JJUUJ 

s they were ripped ui 

son Hovel Got News For 
ist night. Bui not quite, 
ye is something about 
rpmfltnn’s forced smile 
ir of indignant innocence 
rould probably stop you 
in if he was getting a 


gentle nipping uy 
y paid satirists. 

.ami! ton only agrecd to 

on the show at the last 


ughoot rncciw.- 
i showed heiself 

ubJeacL But they both 

m as one guest on the 
S,aps to double the 


mid teB exactly how 

he show was going to 

[ over to baiting the 



Keeping up appearances: The Hamlltons on Have I Got News For You Photograph: Fft 



DOSt rtus* — — ' ■ 
white suit- as made 

y Martin Bell, Mr 
\ successful nval for 

constituency. • 

nil ton wore a red 
the show, a5urcagn 
inning a comeback 
, ajediaeccentnc.lt 

;be fair -after afl 
11 has his old job so , 
U b«N> hit . " 



■place for all of the show, even 
when the specialist publication 
that the sbbwgets its missing 
headlmes from w&sTheRilz ho- 
tel's- in-house magazine - the 
hotel where Mr andMisHamilr 
ton so famousfystayed ar lhe ex- 
pense of its then owner 
Mohamed AI-Fhyed. - 

It has to be said ihat Mr 
Hamilton, did haw one good . 
joke and like all the others in 
- the show it Was directed agpzna 
himself. When Mrs Hamilton 
was asked who should.be the 


next liny leader she refused to 
be drawn. But ever-modest Mr 
Haxmfton suggested himself 
*T think I could successfully 
mute the party because they 
would all be against me.” 

The show’s regulars, Paul 
Merton and Ian Hislop. and 
even} the other guest Maureen 
Lipman, could not resist con- 
tinuous digs at the couple but 
they resisted the teipp taboo to 
snap bads, even when handed 
a pair of stuffed brown en- 
velopes at the end of the show. 


It maybe that the Tattoo de- 
feat and the campaign itself - 
ccanpete witb soap stars, foreign 
correspondents, towering trans- 
vestites and David Son! - has 
nudged the H&mUtons past the 
point of caring about insults. 

They are either now far more 
thick-skinned than when they 
used to keep libel lawyers on 
their BTRiends and Family list, 
or they have realised that fame 
wfll not last much kmgsr and are 
making the most of iL In which 
case the joke was on us. 



tf yct/d &e toknmnmre about Mr: Jack Daniel and to irique vtfaskey, write to the Jack Daniel Drstitery; Lynchbwg, Tennessee USA. 

WATCH OUT FOR THESE MEN. They’ve caught bigger fish. 
Faced meaner foes. Handled tougher situations than most. 

They’re Tennessee whiskeymen, trading stories in 
Jade Daniel’s old office here at the distillery. That’s Bull 
Waggoner on the right, going on about the trophy bass 
he caught last spring. (We’re still trying to account for 
its existence.) Some tall tales will fill this room before 
everyone’s through. But when these men talk of how 
faithful we are to Jack Daniel’s whiskey-making ways, 
there’s no exaggeration. 







J ACK DANIEL'S TENNESSEE WHISKEY 




NOW SAVE <100 

ON NINTENDO 


Currys 



SAVE ' <120 

ON LAUNDRY 


NINTENDO 64 

THE WORLD'S MOST POWERFUL GAMES MACHINE 
With phenomena power and technology ax its disposal, 
Nintendo 64 allows regl-time 5-0 worlds with superb 
graphic quality and CD Hi-Fi sound never seen or -heard 
before in the home. Was £249.99. 


CURRYS PRICE 




SAVE ^300 I 

ON MULTIMEDIA PCs I 



PACKARD 

BELL 

Pentium* P133MHZ 
Multimedia PC 

■ 16Mb RAM. 

■ 1.2Gb hard drive. 

■ 6-speed CD-ROM 
drive. 

Model 90Q4D. 

Was £1239. 
Was£HS9. 

Was £1099. 

BUY NOW PAY 
9 MONTHS LATER 
OVER £1000 FREE 


SAVE 


UP 

T0 £ 

ON A RANGE OF TELEVISIONS 


ZANU5SI 10 00 5p<n AutQWMtier 
* v« natal* wash Time. mhm iRADbtN rwci 
■ Also available in Krill] RWI 
Abnond. Model aioes. r < fM ag 

Price Estates Tiadetn *■« 

£47195. BUY NOW MY 10 MONTHS LATER 


WHITE KNIGHT 

Tib ■niribta Dryw 11 
■2 heat setting*. Mf 

■ final cool tumble. Kill 

Model 311. NUi 

Instore Price £139.997 


PACKARD BELL 

Pentium* 133MHz Multimedia PC 
with 2Uk Modem 

Model EXECUTIVE ““ 

90050. Was £1499. Was 4W99. Was £1299. 

BUY NOW PAY 9 MOUTHS LATCH 

OVER £1000 FREE SOFTWARE Ask for details 


PACKARD BELL 

PI 66MHz MMX“ Technology MuMmedta PC 
with IS” Monitor 

■ 16Mb SAM. 

■ 2Gb hard dm* 

■»ip«d CD-ROM. 

Mode) 9018. Waj £1799. 




9E 


100 


P.BSSI-OT 


Find a lower {trice for the same 
product and offer, complete, new, 
boxed and in stock in a local shop 
within 7 days of putdiase and 
we'TImatdi it 


WEIL NEVER 
BE BEATEN 


INTER ESTFREE 
OPTION* ON ALL 
PRODUCTS OVER <100 

When purchased with Mastnrcare Covarplan Service Agreement 


SAVE VS <120 

ON DISHWASHERS 


FflEE CANON EJC420U COLOUR INKJET 

PRINTER VJITH THIS PC 


SAVE ^ £300 

ON TELEVISIONS 




SAVE « £40 

ON VIDEOS 



l CHANNEL CROSSING TO FRANCE 

smM EE FOR GAR + 4 PEOPLE ON 
I If SELECTED SAILINGS WITH PAO 

lmMli EUROPEAN FERRIES 

■mm h* IB nr n*c Purchase! must be made b» 31« Mw 1997- A* In-flore for fu8 dettih. 


20" Remote 
Control TV 
49cm visible screen size. 
Model 200 R. 

Was £199.99. 


SAVE vs <120 

ON REFRIGERATION 


CURRYS PRICE 


f 169 . 


SONY y Petty ho toglcSMKw sI Soied TVidfli 
FMnt 59cm vidbie BHB amrrspncx 
screen sbe. Model 2SF2RP9N f 6A 

uua FRSABKEIAMmSt Askhldrefil 


SONY 4-Head Super-Tri Logic N 
Stereo Video with VideoFlus and PDC 

■ Full auto set-up for easy Installation. 

■ Video PI us and PDC for easy; reliable recording. 
Model SLVE72Q. 

FREE AIR 

awards* CURRYS PRICE 


SANYO mmuwa 2 S* nicam s™ PHILIPS ze-wwacreen tv wWi 

TV whh Fasraxt me amnrsrma! Dolby Probogk SunomdScmid andFcamrt 
59cm vWble screen RAA 66cm risiMs screen MW anwgiyg 

*«. Model 5957. Rfil r vIMog ^^ 2mW62A -RiTn TOO 

Was £44939. KCU &*J3Q fflllU f/JW 

BUY NOW PAY 6 MONTHS LATHI PAY 9 HKWmfUtTBI 


HUH 49 NiLARI >«1 

BfttU I awMYs ™ 

Hj f399= 





SAVE ^ £ 60 

ON TV/VIDEO PACKAGES 


GRUNDIG 


21* TV/Video Package 
21* Teletext TV 
■ 51cm visible screen size. 

R Teletext for easy access to information 
services. 

PIUS Long Play Video with VideoPlus 
Long play for increased recording and 
playback time of tapes. 

PACKAGE PRICE 


wkpt/CtCMM/ 

1 


HOTPOINT 


12.0 cu.ft Mistral Plus 
Frost Free Fridge Freezer 

■ Deep door fridge - holds 
6 packs. 

■ Dual thermostat 
■Tillable shelves. 

■ Temperature display. 

Model 8596P/N/X. 

Price Excluding 
Trade-in £719.99. • 


BOSCH 

Full Size Ecological Dishwasher 

■ 4 programmes. ■ Delay start tftna: 

:SK2L VOUCHER PRICE 

Model SMS4472. J A 

was M39-99. JR n 

“ £j49.99 



BOSCH FuR Size Ecological 
Dishwasher mbwwm cum 

■ 6 programmes. ■«■■■ «|4 

■ Very quiet K P/l] r V 

operation. UUJ tvi 

■ Takes 12 place settings. 

Model SMS6012. was £519.99. 

BUY NOW nor 12 MONTHS latch 


MATSU! n— 

with Remote Control 
One month, 8 jig 

programme tbnet m¥- 
Model VX1 105. M3m 

W*£J»S9. W»s £14999. 


TRADE-IN PRICE 


T55730/GV6001. 
Total Separate 
Selling Price 
£41938. 

Vitas £399. 


£359 


MATSUI eu bsh 

nr TVJVldoo PMfag fW cunerswee 

2Q- Rptwit Coupo) TV RTTM RAA 

<9on iicMe saeen die. Ell 1 1 r /MM 
PLUS Long Play VMwBSAifl tmtfJ 

with Remote Control 

Model 20VUWX110S. Total Separate Selling 
Price £329.98. was £309. 



TOSHIBA AHe odMCAMS feo VW w 

whhSateUte Control HE vouotoPisa 
VideoPlus and PDC. VTE jCQ 
Model V 82 S. H III {jOjQQ 

Instore Prior 

9 MONTHS INlBtEST FREE OPTION* 


< 599 i 


Also available in Charcoal. Tasmin Green. 
Hame Red and Azure Blue priced £649.99 
One Trade-in). Ask fn-store for details. 



SAVE * <170 

ON COOKERS 


{22 


PRICE CRASH! 


“ V.xJir 


PARKINSON IK] 

cowan bsobd WEum ,My ^ 

50otr Eyt LrvH Go Cootu KiJ 
■ 4 hotplate burners 

in 3 sizes. ■ Fully sealed hotplate. Mode) CLASSIC 
Was £299.99. BUY NOW PAY G 


SAVE ?£ £100 

ON CD HI-FI SYSTEMS 


HOTPOINT S£wJt Larder Fridge 

■ Automatic defrost BfflH owtvs rata 

■ Abo available In BY1 

Mercury or Linen. EIlll t i W flO 
Model RL63P. KtoJ J 

Was £29955. BUY NOW PAY 8 MONTHS LATCR 



i 1 ■ i'i ■ lit. 1 1 4 1 


SAVE TOTAL OF £130 
ON CAMCORDERS 









[£ 


1001 


LEC 3J aUt Upright Freezer 
■ Fast freeze section.^^^ 

■4 star freezer RY1 

rating. MnddUSSQtMS.l9.il I *1 
Price Excluding BMm| f I 

Trade-in £24939. * 1 


iMiim 

f169s9 


PRICE CRASH! 


<170 



n«<'<-j-l - . laj jiga 

fiooiSSR 




FRJGIDAIRE 

7 S OLfL Orest Freezer 
a 4-star freeztr rating. El 
■ 2 srnrage baskets. Hr I 
Utodel FC756. In-nore uL 
Price £299.99. BUY NOW Ml 


1 RECOMMENDED EV GOOD HOUSEKEEPING) 

Si 




CREDA mmM 

aSSfctoI. n k w CURRYS PRICE 

■ Double oven. Rto gto AW 

■ Solid hob. ' J ” HRl 
Model 49134. m K #%l 
Was £49949. f J# J 
Was £389.99. J- H HP 




SiNN.-rr t [ | T |^ 


SAVE :: <80 

ON CLEANERS 


FRJGIDAI RE SOcm Slot-tn LEISURE llOanaortiOouHe- 

Eleanc Cooker BffiM VWCHBWB Width Gas Cooler ■■■■TRAOMtra 

■ Single oven wiltJh BTi JPA Uodd RAMGatASTEH lloJfcllTll 4 |A 

9*“2p or -_ _ Elll fhMflfl. WceEedixJhgliwWnttillJ f lAI| 

■ Solid plate hob. ImI £ ■■■.» i?799. DeBwy dwa BIWM £ I*W 

C ?l a50 ;.^. fram manufadurer 8tTT HOW (W U MCHTtfi LOT 

In-store Price £19939 . FSS mxakex hjs food prdcfssob tor to* 


. l lOon Stotri n Double - 

. ■■■BTMDHfPm 

uodd RANGEMASTBI llOJfcllTl] M 1AI 
fticp Ea/udlng Trade-k) Pl'l’i r l/IM 
£7799. beltary diraa £ KYtil 

frirni manutBaurec Birr ww nor « uoNtifi uan 
RSE inuuas ■» POOD Pnxzssre M tor detto 


SANYO ism 


8mra Camcorder with 15x Zoom 
■ Remote control. ■ Hi-Fi stereo sound. 
Model VMEXaaO. Was M99ST. Was £449.99. 
£100 FREE ACCESSORIES Ask for details. 


"■SrV '-/* 


SONYcd Hi-fi with Turntable 


VOUCHER PRICE 


^4# 


■ Multiplay - plays up to 5 CDs. 

■ 100 watts (RMS) per channel. 
Model N455. Was £49939. 
in-store Price £449.99 



GOBLIN n 

Cylinder deaner 

■ Full bag Indicator. 

■ 1250 watt motor. 
Model SILENOO 
DELUXE 

wwcwwy. 

Was £79.99. 


21 £6959 


PRICE CRASH! 


'pm cm#/ i 


MATSUI m 

CD Mhro Hi-fi 
Programmable CD. 
Model MOttSb, 
W3siM*M: Was £3933 


PRICE CRASH! 


Ultra-Compaa 
■ aiKKYStriW 


I 


{79s9 


AIWA m CD Mini Hi-fi 

■ Muttiplay - plays ■W OWTOPtUCE 

up to 3 CDs. ■fiN lAA 

■ 120 votts (RMS) r S'j'f QQ 

per channel. Modtl mZAIM tmtPwM 

NSC-F7. Was £449.99. wr «WPW l nomnsunH 



DYSON 

Antarctica Solo Dual Qrdone 

Upright Cleaner in aid of 
Breakthrough Breast Cancer 
Powerful 1200 watt motor. 
Model DC01 
ANTARCTICA SOLO. 
RECOMMENDED BY 
GOOD HOUSEKSP1NI 

CURRYS PRICE 


FREE SAVE:: <50 

COOKBOOK] QN MICROWAVES 


WATCH OUT FOR OUR VOUCHER SPECIALS! 





EXAMPLE OF 
INTEREST 
FREE 0FTI0N 
ON SELECTED 
PRODUCTS 


Account b Interest 

HWff*KKE»“ 


WHAT H.'-ri? 





ELECTROLUX upright 

Oeener whh Bag or Bagless Cl eaning 
Mod* POWER PPM IRMMIMff 

SYSTEM 1720. RIlTl] 4 ftA 

Price ExdutUng ItllM £ I'FlU 

Trade-In £299.99. BB E l *» J5 

BUY MOW MT C M0HTH5 uoai ma KUBB 
HUD HBD CM VKIIW IMd Utn GHail Ad tottot 


199 . 



I'Si-'i.yfm:-; 


'tiy2 S'-' 

.ve 1. at 


SAVE SM 


PRICE CRASH! 

st mm 


BELLING Baropa 

« Oift Ttxidi Control CURRYS PRICE PANASONIC 1.1 CU.lL M tuwave 
Green Microwave. JftA ^ awwswou 

SSSSflsTcaLafl jQ Aft SJS 1 ^ 53 - E|£3Bli 

sau £143.99 


Oven and GriD Wff «|l 

Model NNC853. ■flllr'C 

Was £34939. KUJ IWl 

BUY NOW PAY G MOUTHS LATER 
FREE COOKBOOK 


T.l QLt L Mloomv 

hpmm cumrspnx 

Uf329» 


monthly rapayment 
according to the period stated whh the 
Ffoduet. See our ’How It Works* 
showed )n-store for detaiK EXMnple 
based on Cash Pnca of £499.99. 



eithlf: 12 

MONTHS 

INTEREST 

FREE 

OPTION 


BUY NOW 


PAY UP TO 


MONTHS E* 
LATER 



Where a saving Is claimed 
against a ‘was* price the 
product has been offered for 
sate by Currys at the higher 
. price for at least 
“0 consecutive days prior to 
the promotion 


Only 





EXCLUSIVES 


HOME 




Currys 


DAT 


MASTERCARE 

aiwtiyf there,... 




Coverplan 


Cunys store. 





bring you 
all this... 


OPTION* ON ALL 


PRODUCTS OVER £100 


SB CF a 


'Ip ^ 


Up to 5 years service support provided 
by expert engineers when you 
purchase a Masterwre Coverplan 
Service Agreement. 

Ask for details, 


AWARD WMNDK 


D04TDRE REPAIR 
SHOT 

Open 7 days a week 
frame day wherever 

possible). All repairs 
guaranteed 3months. 


PC HOTLINE 


0B91 516516 
Open 24 hourV 
7 days a week 
Calls cost 50p per 
minute. 


HSniFCRHHT 

With Currys Premier 
Advantage Account 
you can take advantage 
of any credit offer 
in-store. 

Ask for details. 


CURRYS DIRECT 

For direct, doorstep 


delivery in 5 workinc 
days, Freephone 050 
304304 or fax 0144 


304304 or fax 01442 
888145 C9.m-5.30pm 
Mon-Sari. Delhrerv 


0187-200 0200 for details erf your nearest store. Wmten creofct quotations from Currys, Dept IWK, Heme! Hempstead, Herts HP2 7TG Currys 


Currys 

X .1 Kil 
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news 


Doctors accused of falsifying records 


hTOs^ “_ 

iS J o™ 1 Sr 0bsle,rid3 „ “d = 

sgsSsa 

tShIPs? 

Tfe pan-da^ ftey ^ 

£* mouier. Francesca 
Brock-HoOinshead, lo go straight 


to hospital after she attended an 
antenatal clinic for a check com- 
plaining of stomach pains, but she 
had refused Mrs Brock- 
Hollinsbead denied she was giv- 
en this advice and returned 
home while she was in labour. 

Her son Oscar, now aged six, 
was bom at home several hours 
later in a “traumatic” breech de- 
livery during which his head 
became stuck and he suffered 
brain damage due to asphyxia. 




Refugee sent 
back home 
to his death 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

The Refugee Council called 
last night for a freeze on de- 
putations of rejected asylum 
seekers back to Algeria and a 
review of all outstanding cases, 
after a former Algerian police- 
man was murdered by the au- 
thorities there on his return. 

The 25-year-old man, who 
The Independent is not naming 
because of fears of reprisals 
against his family, had had his 
claim for refugee status in the 
UK refused and was forcibly de- 
ported in handcuffs on 27 April. 
Less than a fortnight later, and 
following two spells in deten- 
tion, his body was delivered lo 
his mother for burial. 

He was one of a number of 
former police officers who have 
fled Algeria in fear for their lives 
or disgust at torture practised 
by Algerian security forces. 

Mohammed Sekkoum. chair- 
man of the Algerian Refugee 
Council in London, said he be- 
lieved the man was arrested by 
the police and the security ser- 
vices on his arrival in Algiers so 
that he could be interrogated 
about his contacts with other 
Algerians who have fled to 
London, and that he met his 
death through being tortured. 

The number of Algerians 
seeking asylum in Britain has 
risen from 25 in 1990 to more 
than 4,000 following the out- 
break c^civfl war in 1992. There 
is a growing body of reports 
blaming government forces, as 


well'OS armed Islamic opposition 
factions, for atrocities against 
politicians, journalists, intellec- 
tuals and policemen. 

Nick Hardwick, chief execu- 
tive of the Refugee Council, 
said: “It is a matter of great 
shame for his country that 
someone should he killed in Al- 
geria because we failed to offer 
sanctuary against persecution.” 

The case is not the first where 
returned Algerians have been 
tortured, “disappeared” or met 
iheir deaths. But the fate of the 
man stands in contrast to that 
of his brother, another former 
Algerian police officer, who was 
granted refugee status in Cana- 
da. Their father, also a police- 
man, was killed last year. 

The man's asylum case was 
doomed when having been 
granted temporary admission, 
he changed his address without < 
notifying the Home Office. ! 
That meant he never received 
notification of his appeal against 
an initial refusal of asylum. He 
was later arrested for breaching 
the terms of his temporary ad- 
mission. and representations 
urging the Home Office to re- 
consider his case were rejected. 

Sources said the UK. au- 
thorities had furnished Algeria 
with details showing the re- 
turned deportee had been a po- 
lice officer, making him a prime 
target for arrest 

A Home Office Spokes- 
woman said last night that they 
were aware of the case and were 
making urgent enquiries into iL 


The judge, who found the health 
authority liable yesterday, said 
Oscar would need care for the 
rest of his life and is expected to 
award Mrs Brock-Hollinshead a 
sum in excess of £lm. 

John Crowley QG, sitting as 
a deputy judge, said he preferred 
the evidence of the mother, 
and that notes made by the con- 
sultant and midwife about their 
advice were added after the 
home birth went wrong. 


Mrs Brock-Hollinshead was 
booked for the birth at Fam- 
bo rough hospital, Kent and 
was seen by consultant obste- 
trician Dr Edgar Tatford at the 
Masons antenatal clini c on 19 
March 1991. The judge said that 
he was “driven to the conclu- 
sion” that Dr Ihtford, consul- 
tant for the Bromley group of 
hospitals in Kent, had added 
notes to his original after the 
birth to give the impression that 


he had advised the mother to go 
straight to hospital 

Mr Crowley said: “I appreci- 
ate that this is a strong finding to 
make against someone of his sta- 
tus bm having beard ibe witnesses 
and considered the relevant doc- 
uments, that is my finding.” 

The judge said that two en- 
tries in the medical notes made 
by Sister Ruth Coull, that the 
mother was to be admitted to 
hospital and that she appeared 


to be having contractions when, 
leaving the clinic but had re- 
fused lo go to hospital, had been 
made at different times. 

He said: “As her cross-ex- 
amination proceeded Sister 
Coull conceded that the entries 
she had made relating to events 
in the corridor were unfair to 
the mother. It then emerged 
that the entries had been made 
... after the disaster of Oscar's 
birth had occurred." 


Mrs Brock-Hollinshead, 33, 
□ow of Cranleigb, Surrey, was 
eventually seen by an obstetric 
fw»n at her home when Oscar 
was delivered up to his neck and 
there was a delay of five to 10 
minntes in freeing the head 
The judge said that it was Mr 
Thtford himself who had first 
used the word “disaster” to de- 
scribe the circumstances of Os- 
car's birth. 

He added: “1 am satisfied that 



Scare tactic: Jimi Hendrix among the figures chosen by teachers on the lsle of Wight when asked to make scarecrows in an Arts Council project 
to raise pupils’ rural awareness. Project staff Becky Priest and Rachel Nightingale are putting the finishing touches Pfxrtograph: John Voos 


be could and should have tak- 
en steps to discuss the matter 
properly with the mother and 
explain to her what bad gone 
wrong. I find that the reason 
why he did not do this or indi- 
cate in any way to the hospital 
authorities that there was at 
least cause for further inquiry 
is that he had been at fault on 
the 19 March 1991 in not ad- 
vising the mother to go straight 
to the labour ward.” 


Where 

good 

food 

costs 

more... 

Glenda Cooper 

Consumer Affairs Correspondent 

Customers at a Bournemouth 
Sainsbury's - slogan “Where 
Good Food Costs Less” - found 
their food cost them more than 
at neighbouring stores run by 
the company. 

Prices on a range of products 
including coffee and laundry liq- 
uid went up by as much as 60p 
at the store in Hampshire Cen- 
tre mall . 

Yesterday a company repre- 
sentative visited Bournemouth 
to apologise to the shoppers, 
and return prices to their orig- 
inal level, as the issue was fea- 
tured on Radio 4's consumer 
programme You and Yours. 

One shopper, Marilyn Rigler 
had spotted two weeks ago that 
jars of Nescafe coffee had 
soared by 19p from £1.79. 
Checking the ' price against 
jars in another Sainsburys three 
miles away in Boscombe, she 
was amazed to find that the rise 
applied only to her store. 

The cham - which announced 
a 15 per cent slump in pre-tax 
profits in its annual results on 
Wednesday - said that the vari- 
ations in price were part of mar- 
ket research which was “limited 
to a small number of stores and 
a specific time frame". 

A spokeswoman for the Na- 
tional Consumer Council said: 
“The message to consumers 
has got to be the traditional ad- 
-vice - stay Alert and shop 
around.” 


jK (% fi 

f -*v A u ■■ a ; * wx 

r "• i,i j i A 

{ » »' VA I • '/■ H 


— * 1)11 

•V* V* ■ 

, _«§ I 


IIM J * rrr 

isds:.* 





tStXa || 

Cf 


With a TSB 
Cash Gift Mortgage 
you could get up 
to £6,000 to spend 
as you like. 



If you need a mortgage, be totally sensible and come 

to TSB . You could get a cash gift of up to £6,000, enough 

• . 

to make your new home look like a million dollars . 

Call TSB PhoneBank to. find out 
more or to get a free quotation . 

Alternatively, you can call into a 
- TSB branch. 


V 


Call free quoting ref. INF1. 

0500 758 OOO 


Mortgages 


Wo wantyou 
to say 


—aM TSB mortgage customer who is moving sod UJang'owt a new £ 40,000 mortgage on a property priced al £ 60 , 00(1 300 momhljr Interest payments 
Typical ewmp*e : vatabfa ret®. cumnUJr 7.2 Mb (APR 75 W. The total gross .noart p^atato is £1 13,022 It a assumed that TSB Property Plus. TSB 

arr £214JB at _ 2 J i-.mi-ixjywa Han are! a Cash Gift of £ 1.200 tow been taken. Typical lees included am legal foes £110 and a valuation fee £ 90 . Tar naief at 15 % 
MortgageSure. ^ montWy endowment premium * SXX.4i.,AntMU» subject lo sutua on Endowment Repeywent or pension basis. Umuti loan to quality 

on £ 30.000 » ygB HonWxiyers Ptan n a unt Enfced qiofiying endowment potcy (pieaae remember the value of unes can go down as wrif as up and ia not 

far Cash Gift « ^ ^ TSB Hemebt^ere Plan ate avdaUe from TSB Life Limited. Charilon Ptac*. Andover. Harapshee SP 10 IRE. The Cash Git- must be repaid 

gwranfeodJ- FuH the mortgaga ia redeemed or c o nverted to another TSB mortgage. H the loan ia partly redeemed, the Cash GM must be repaid on a praportronaM 
if wrthn the fere ^ a suitable Mb policy may be reqqped by the Barit aa aecurty. A TSB cheque account is required. Applicants must be aged IB or mer. 

base- Asstgnnwnt/^^™ 1 ^ BVB ^ b | e ^ the Channel Wanda. Written quotaamo are a wda b t e on request by casing 0500 758 OOO. Gate may be recorded and mentored. 
US loans a^. Scotaful plo are reprasentelrvoB d the TSB Maiteling Group i*Aich is regulated by the Persona] trwcstmeirt Authority orijr tor TSB Sfe insurance. 

TSB B»* *" 75l ’ d nflshaie nwaWWW- Mw or recanmndalions relalo attf to 3 » mastmentB of the TSB hlwteimg Qreupi.T 5 B Bank pi&Viaora House. Mtaorn 

pensions, u«t hi ®* 3 in&iphnd andWMaa. Number 1089266 . TSB Bank Sco tlan d oic. Henry tXaican Hctwe. 150 George Sheet fefebufrti EH 2 41 R 

fiauana. BrnrenghS'" B ReaeJured n ScottmdL Number. 95237 . 


HOME IS at RISK if you do not keep up repayments on a mortgage or other loan secured on it. 


Alliance & Leicester Shareholders 


Don’t let the 
taxman get 
a share of 
your shares. 

If you have decided to hold onto your new Alliance & Leicester shares you need to make 
sure the taxman doesn’t get his hands on your money. Unless you take action by 30th May you 
may be subject to tax - you may have to pay tax on the dividends and have a tax bill if you sell 
your shares. 

However there is an easy way to keep your Alliance & Leicester shares and pay no 
tax at all. 

By putting your shares into a Personal Equity Plan with M&G, the UK^ largest general PEP 
provider, you can receive the dividends free of tax and sell your shares whenever you wish tax 
free. 

You can also put other windfall building society or insurance company shares into The M&G 
Windfall PER 

So to keep all your shares and not pay a penny In tax, return the coupon or 
call us now on 0990 600 631. 


To: The M&G Group, Bristol BS38 7ET. Pfeasa send me detaBs of the new M&G Windfall PER ' 

NO SALESMAN WILL I You should contact your independent financial adviser fif you have one) before Inves ting. 
The price of investments and the income from them can go down as wed as up. The value to you of the tax benefits 
will depend on your own circumstances. The tax regime of PEPs could change in the future. 



MSB dees n« offer kmetmant edvice or eSer any rocommeretatlone regarding Inveebmaote. Uta only rerefcel Hie packaged products 
and MHfces of the MUG iwrtcfBng group. 

bssuwJ br hue HwndoJ Sorricta LinVnsL (FtanUated by the Pereoto Investment Authortyj 

We newer make you 1 neroe end address Mfebb lo unconnected orgertrabone. We wH ocraotonaBy tefl you about other products 
or wvteea offered by surethu md nnocfartMl HW) Companies. 

Teh ths box |~] B you acrid prefer ntt lo ibcwvo me WomiaPon 


W<EP 


The M&G Windfall PEP 
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news 


Court puts 
children 
out of 
the swim 


Seven children yesterday foiled to 
mnifp Tpgal history and lake their 
CpuncQ to court over a broken 
promise to band a leisure cezme 

and swimming- poo L 

A High Court judge ruled the 
seven, from Ctfas'WxxJ, south* 

west London, could not seek ju- 
dicial review as their case was 
“bound to fair. Acting through 
their parents, the children, aged' 
three to 14, argued that planners 
erred in law -when they struck a 
shopping-development deal with 
Sainsbury’s which dropped the 
leisure-centre project. The alter- 
native amenities indud^ 
rant, bingo hall and fitness centre 
but not the pool they wanted 

The original deal between Mer- 
ton Council and the supermarket 
firm in 1986 included the leisure 
centre as part of a Savacentre pro- 
ject at Colliers Wbod. 

Richard Gordon QC, for the 
children, accused the council of 
orating an unla wful “hotchpotch” 
involving planning rules and reg- 
ulations. 
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Thwarted: Five of t he Colliers Wood Seven - Kate Berber (left), Jeanne Dauncey, Harry BerKe, Ton, Panncey. SpHe, Godding 
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and were not beard when th^y 
really meant it.” ■ . . 

Downing Street and senior 
Cabinet ministers were keen to 

- ■ .b-mpM'ihnrtS fli 311 


Tony Blair is working on a C ^^^^pectationsofan 

strategy for Hfor^theEinjOpem ^ d ^jSefl»n,but 

ban on Bnhsh ejpo^f berf, faas inhented 

which could be the first ght-ter ac jvanced plan for the par- 
^with Britain’s Sl 3 Spf export banonto 


mg nmc lu — . , 

er relationship with Bntams 
European partners. 

The lifting of the beef ban 
was raised yesterday at the first 
meeting between the rame 
Minister and the current hold- 
ers of the European Union 
presidency, led by the Dutch 
Prime Minister, Wim Kok, amid 
clear that Britain wffl sign 
I o hmI nn closer union at 
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up to a deal on closer union at 

the Amsterdam summit. tersm^u^ widespread vie 

Underlining the new era of There was awiu^ 

greater cooperation with Eu- MMMffiMri 
rope, Robin Cook, the For- njnnoljMjAJglifl 
eign Secretary, said after their 

lunch at Downing Street he be- 

lieved Britain would not be ■■■gPJHpregSSJsa 

isolated at the Inter-Govern- 

mental Conference. “I now be- 

lieve that it will be possible for . 

us to reach an agreement at 

Amsterdam." . Hewasthefirstforeignlsa^ 

ii. Di.;. rnWruar tw'rsnnal 


be pushed forward in agricul- 
ture meetings lateirthismonth. 

jack Cunningham, the Agri- 
culture minister, will start the 
process with a courjay call to . 
Franz Fichler, the EU Agncul- . 
ture Commissioner, on Mou- 
day, before preparing for an 
Amicuiture Council of MmiS: . 
ters meeting 20 May. . 

There was a widespread view 
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Amsterdam." Hewas^ theifrstfocoign_1ea«%i 

Mr Blair is taking personal n^ograttifete iMr Blair 

control of the beef strategy in 

the hope that the new mood of tfisdectefog fo 

coooeration will produce divi- Andtatapch iknMS 

dends with the gradual lifting of • - 

the beef ban, which has cost of 

Brit^TbSs of pounds and 

tiio^mids of jobs. Oneof his of- J- 

fidalsaidi-Heistota^se^ 

of the importance of beef. He ■>£ T . 

will be taking time to put to- ^TBjJemocrat presftlenf ^nd 
gether a real strategy on beet tfm f^wT^abour^iirirae : minis-, 

Mr Cook emerged from the ori ariir^bnssues.; 

meeting at Number 10 con- 

firming that Britain will keep its r s 

border controls, in spite of a :pereoriaifl#pP^ : 1 T '. 
move at the Amsterdam sum- M^jgWWjg^Pggg: 
mit on 16-17 June towards 
more open borders inside the 
EU withthe completion of the 

single market . .fem aiwrfkTh.--' ' •' . •* 

Britain’s new readmes to sign 

the social chapter - in the face th&Repiiarit^m^i^the Irw T .- . 
nf /yrnfiniiftH rriticisni bv CflDfll- MVMibwjliLiviorori v ■ 


meeting at Number 10 con- 
firming that Britain will keep its 
border controls, in spite of a 
move at the Amsterdam sum- 
mit on 16-17 June towards 
more open borders inside the 
EU with the completion of the 
single market. 

Britain’s new readiness to sign 
the social chapter — in the face 
of continued criticism by candi- 
dates for the Tory party leader- 
ship - was warmly welcomed by 

Mr Kok. The Dutch leader said: 
“Britain’s decision to accept the 
social chapter, to be in favour of 
a strong employment paragraph 
in die treaty, is an enormous step 
forward.” 

The Foreign Secretary said 
the meeting with Mr Kok in the 
first week of the Labour gov- 
ernment was “a sign of the way 
in which, the new Labour gov- 
ernment is being taken seriously 
in Europe and can do serious 
business with Europe”. 

Mr Cook said: “We are al- 
ready malting substantial 
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l^dorodsficelectira^, ring 

Ihfe ricforiouscampaigriiTLK 
believed^ botrowrid 
front ihe US^jperigri^;-.'^ 
Senior Democratic Baoty 
d^aie^LkriowrifofwvevIsi^ 
edBritalnttiirfirTStbe efecfipn, 
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in wnicn tne new i^aouur guv- 

emment is being taken seriously in Whitehall that Douglas 
in Europe and can do serious Hogg, his predecessor, failed to 
business with Europe”. make the breakthrough be- 

Mr Cook said: “We are al- cause of the lack of political co- 
ready malting substantial operation in Europe. John 
progress to getting our objec- Major and his government com- 
tives. One of the reasons for that plained that the refusal to lift 
is that we have identified those the beef ban had gone beyond 
issues where Britain needs to the scientific reasons, but 
score and does need to deliver. Downing Street officials said the 
“The problem with the ster- new Blair government would 
ile and negative attitude of the end the “ridiculous ideological 
previous government is that hatreds” to begin more positive, 
they shouted no at everything constructive contacts. 
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Howard HQ 
set up in 
Aitken home 
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Michael. Howard’s election 
team will move into the West- 
minster home of Jonathan 
Aitken, the former Treasury 
minister, over the weekend, to 
step up his campaign for the 
Conservative Party leadership. 

The Howard campaign will 
be based in Lord North Street, 
a few doors down from the 
house where, in 1995, BT en- 
gineers were spotted installing 
telephone lines for a possible 
bid for the leadership by 
Mich®! Portillo. 

Mr Aitken resigned as a min- 
ister to fight allegations of 
sleaze, and lost his seat in the 
election. He has no vote, but is 
a dose friend of the Howards. 
“It is very generous of him,” said 
a campaign source. 

Mr Howard and his wife, the 
former model Sandra Paul, 
have a London house, in addi- 
tion to the grace and favour flat 
in Belgravia, where Mr Howard 
struck the aborted deal over 
champagne with William Hague 
to act as his running mate. 

Mr Hague, who is using the 
Victoria offices of Jonathan 
Sayeed, a re-elected Tbry MP 
and businessman, yesterday 
posed_ for photographs in his 
constituency in Richmond, 
Yorkshire. “He will be getting 


out of Westminster and con- 
sulting the constituencies,” said 
one of his team. They claim that 
70 per cent of constituency 
chairmen like Mr Hague's 
youth and are backing him. 

Another contender. John’ 


terday not to join the race. 

Mr Cash, MP for Stone, was 

said to be unhappy at Mr Red- 
wood's declared willingness to 
have F.umphile Kenneth Clarke 
in his Shadow Cabinet if he 
wins. All he would say publicly ( 
was: “We must have clarity on 
the issue of Europe in the lead- 
ership." : 

However, when Mr R.ed- 
wood was asked at a Westmin- 
ster news conference about the 
reports, he said: “I hope I can 
reassure Bill that I . have been 
entirely dear about Europe - 
none dearer. 

“I have .made crystal dear 
that I don’t want to see the abo- 
lition of the pound.”* . 

Some Tory MPs are deeply 
unhappy with the candidates. 
One said he would have, liked 
Iain Duncan Smith .to ran, but 
he is expected to actas Mr Red- 
wood’s campaign mahageF. 

The election of a chairman 
and officers of the 1922 Com- 
mittee is on 21 May. They will 
then organise the leadership 
election for mid-June. 
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Spoilt for choice as Whitby’s ship comes in 
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fan Burrell 

23 K"S* a dec py Yoric- 

^?i?sr ,ke - up . ihi8 

ifiE^-KESS 

iflg at %^jS tba l[J ea “ “P 1 ®^ 
Not mm* i? rth j saften10011 - 

5?“ Cook aSS 
J2 S £. to discover and chan 

£S! and - d *™s 

But last night thousands of 
«S3P*- the harbour for 

3^ SS'fiTISaS; 

s JSf town ’ s mayor, John 
a^ 50 overcome yes- 
Jer^y that he was moved Lode- 
!2*f tje ship’s arrival as “the 
event of the cenhuy”. Whitby 

3*S2 lJ“ ; hu “ m fag *Sh 

excitement and enjoying being 

under the worid spotlight". S 

The drama is almost loo real 
gjfjf t0Wn which is usually only 
mthespothgfat as the backdrop 
the popular television series 

fiCjX. also features 
® Bram Stoker s classic horror 
story Dracula. 

rr, But ,^ le visiiora flocked in, 
many Whitty folk headed out 
ot town and down the Ml For 
supporters of Whitby Town FC, 


today malted an even more his- 
toric occasion; the chib’s first ap^ 
pearance ui the final of the 
amateur HA Vase for 30 years. 

"It's a remarkable coinci- 
dence both should be happen- 
ing at the same weekend, 1 * said 
Mr Smith. 

“In a way it’s’ a pity they 
couldn’t have been kept sepa- 
rate as it's causing problems for 
some people. There are shop- 
keepers who planned to be at 
Wembley to cheer on the team 
who are wondering if they ought 

to stay here because their shops 
will be busy with all the extra vis- 
itors coming to see Endeavour.” 

The new Endeavourwas built 
in Perth and set sail for the Unit- 
ed Kingdom last October under 
the command of Captain Chris 
Blake. Among the crew is Whit- 
by sea cadet Carl Johnson, who 
joined her in South Africa. Cap- 
tain Cook was born in the vil- 
lage of Marton, Cleveland, in 
1728 and his maritime career be- 
gan with a Whitby firm of sea 
traders. He joined the Royal 
Navy in 1755 and developed his 
skills as a navigator. Thirteen 
years later, he was given the 
chance to journey to the Pacif- 
ic to observe the transit of the 
planet Venus across the Sun and F 
to search for a presumed south- I 
ern continent. 

The replica will be open to 
public viewing for eight days at 
Whitby’s Endeavour Wharf. 
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Cook s toun The replica of the Endeavour sailing pJfsSwlS on its way to Whitby in North Ybrtehlr.. 


Photc^raph: Michael Scott 
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Whitby. Abbey in the Tth con- 
ot Creatron - one of the earSast 
language. Whitby haseirice been 
igl^i Literature. 
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If you . are 50 
or over, you 
could save 
with Saga - 
call us NOW 

You will know how expensive 
home insurance can be. ‘ “ — 

Thankfully, if you are aged 50 * Insurance cover is 

or over you can benefit from comprehensive and 

Saga Home Insurance - a 0W cost 

superior household insurance • Discounts for home 
that is only available to mature, security 
responsible people like you. 

„ „ „ 'Free pen with your 

Saga Insures More Homes quotation 

What is more, Saga Home — — — 

Insurance is now able to cover Call OS today' 
an even wider range of properties. For your free no 
So even if we have been unable obligation quote simply 
to offer you cover in the past, call us on the number 
why not call today FREE. * below. We will be 
Hie Saga Price Promise pleased to answer any. 

If you find another comparable questions you have on . 
policy at a lower price within 2 . Saga Home Insurance, 

months of taking out Saga AO A/\ 

Home Insurance, we will 

refund you the difference. _ j* V 

SAGA q HnVms ce 

Services Ltd 

Saga Services LI4. FREEPOST 731 . Um «|« Mawtaj ti 

MkldeBiorK SqnaK. Fa&atane CUD 1AZ 

Services Lid would like to send you information eboin oihcr Saga 
products and services end uwy pass on your details tpdferSajr 
companies for tUs poipos& 'f. ' 
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Police body armour issued to 
more than 20,000 officers is ‘‘un- 
safe and unsuitable" and wiU not 
prevent fatal injuries from slab- 
bing, according to the findings 

of a Home Office study. 

'^The unpublished research 
concludes that the American- 
style protective vests used by the 
Metropolitan Police at a cost of 
£8m are the wrong type for 
Britain. Other police forces are 
akn . understood to be using 
similar equipment. 

The findings from the 18- 
month study have caused a 
row with Scotland Yard who ar- 
gue that the “MetVesf is the 
best available. 

Forces throughout the coun- 
try have been providing body ar- 
mour to beat officers following 
a growing number of attacks. 

But a leading medical expert 
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says that the Metropolitan Po- 
lice equipment is ideal for stop- 
ping ballets, but cannot prevent 
a blade from inflicting a fatal in- 
jury. His studies show that of- 
ficers could be in danger of 
serious injury to heart, lungs, nv- 
er, spleen and kidneys. 

He argues that only a trny 
number of patrol officers are 
shot - in the eight years from 
1988 to 1995 there were 90 of- 
ficers shot while on duty, of 
whom seven died - compared 
with the relatively large numbers 
of knife attacks. 

In the Metropolitan Police 
area during 1993 and 1994 two 
police officers were stabbed to 
death, 22 seriously injured and 
41 received minor wounds. This 
compares with one fatal shoot- 
ing and six serious gunshot 
wounds. 

Tony Bleetman, an accident 
and emergency consultant at 
Heartlands hospital in Birm- 
ingham, said: “The biggest 
threat to patrol officers is from 
knives. There's a negligible bal- 
listic threat - ordinary patrol po- 
lice officers therefore need to 
be protected from knives first 
and foremost, not guns." 

Under the Home Office, stan- 
dards for body armour the 
blade of a knife should pene- 
-trate no more than five mil- 
limetres before being stopped 

and a bullet can push the vest 
back 25 mm. With the MetVests, 
a knife can penetrate.20mm and 
a bullet can push the vest back 
44mm. . . 

Mr Bleetman examined 
whether it was safe to allow a 
knife to enter the body for 
20mm. 

He concluded: “If it goes in 
this far there's a much, much 
higher risk to injury to heart. 


death from shooting. 
Mr Bleetman said tl 

were vests that meet all 

locations but adnutt 
were more cumberson 
land Yard argues that 
must be able to move 
the new equipment. 

A Metropolitan 
spokesman said: “The 
is the best equipment i 
We have tested it to 
very high and rigorous: 
based on our own det: 
analysis and we are co: 
will be effective agz 


vast majority of knffi 
which our officers are 


rrnTTT^iv,.;* ■. .-i-j 


neys. For knives this standard 
is unsafe, but with 5mm noth- 
ing will get damaged." 

He added that the vests are 
very effective at preventing 


which our officers are 
face.” 

Mr Bleetman has 
amined 500 stabbings 
gow and found that an 
“blind spots” where ps 

body are not fully proa 

believes they, she 
strengthened at the b: 
neck, the left side of 
and the left side of the 
eas where most fatal ; 
occur. 

His study discovert 
7.7 per cent of the ca: 

one was fatally wound 

a thir d of the time, the; 
life-threatening 
particularly in the face 
abdomen, and in abo 
cent of cases they 
minor wounds, typic 
wounds all over the t 
The research wasp 
edby the Police Fedei 
will be presented at i 
conference in Black] 
this month. 

Mr Bleetman has 
sidered the effect o 
who wear vests and 
dudedthatthereisa: 
risk from inflammat 
breast tissue and “jo; 

—I »•* Kir finrh 


But he has ruled oi 
with cancer. He cone 
there needs to be be 
vests for women, wi 
range of sizes. 


Try the bigger, better, brig 
Independent on Sunday 
tomorrow for only 50p 
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How will he be remembered? 
Leading historians deliver their end-t 
verdict on John Major’s premiers! 
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World’s 
priciest 
soup can 
fetches 
a cool 

£2.2m 

Edward HeJmore 
and Louise Ju ry 

One of the pop artist 
Andy Warhol’s leg- 
endary Campbell’s soup 
can paintings has been 
sold in New York for S3Jm 
(£2.2m). 

The image, which along with 
his Coke bottles and brightly 
coloured Marilyn Monroes gal- 
vanised art in the 1960s, bad 
been estimated to make not 
more than £1.5m. 

The final price reflected the 
continuing international fasci- 
nation with the shock-haired son 
of Carpatho-Russian immi- 
grants who moved to the bright 
lights of New York and became 
alegend. He died in 1987 at the 
age of 58. 

The Big Tom Campbell's 
Soup Can (Pepper Pot), which 
dates from 1962, was one of his 
last group of hand-painted pic- 
tures before he switched to silk 
screen work. 

The iconographic picture 
achieved the highest price for 
a Warhol soup can and. the 
fourth highest price for the 
colourful, controversial and 
self-publicising artist who 
turned everything around him 
into art. 

The sale was the 
highlight of the spring 
sales of contemporary 
art in New York during 
the past week. 

Christopher Burge, a 
spokesman for the auctioneers, 
Christie’s, said it was a “healthy, 
strong, sensible market ... Buy- 
ers are getting good advice and 
there is no sense of specula- 
tion." 


news 




Hot stuff; The Big Tom Campbell's Soup Can (Pepper Pot) painting by Andy Warhol (above left), who died in 1987 


Despite the strength of the 
American economy and the 
careful selection of work on 
offer, auction bouse prices have 
not soared. There has, howev- 
er, been keen bidding for a new 
generation of artists. 

Sotheby’s offered work- by 
1990s artists Including TUrner 
Prize winner Rachel Whiteread, 
who produced the concrete 
house in Bow, east London. 

Her Untitled (Double Amber 
Bed ) quadrupled its estimate, 
selling for just over £100,000 
($167,000) to Anthony D'Offey, 
the London art dealer who has 


represented Whiteread since 
persuading her to leave her pre- 
vious dealer, Karsten Schubert. 

Commenting on the newer 
works, Tbhias Meyer, Sotheby’s 
new bead of contemporary art 
in New York, said: “This will be 
the art that in 10 years people 
will wished they had bought 
tonight" 

Matthew Barney’s installation 
Tmnsexuabs (decline), which 
shows a walk-in freeze r and a 
weightlifter s declining bench 
coated with petroleum jelly, 
more than doubled its high es- 
timate of £211,000. 


. Among other artists repre- 
sented in the sales were Jasper 
Johns and Roy Lichtenstein. 
Blang! a typical comic-book 
Lichtenstein from 1962 showing 
a tank hit by a cannon blast went 
for £1.7m, slightly less than the 
estimate. Particular interest 
centred on how works by 
Willem de Kooning, who died 
in Ma rch, would fore. 

Both Christie’s and 
Sotheby’s offered paint- 
ings with estimates of 
up to £1.5xn. But one 
Untitled painting from 1947 
fetched only £lm while anotb- 




is muslims 


declare ‘holy 
war’ on blacks 


Ian Burrell 


Right-wing extremists are 

suspected of being behind a plot 
to set Muslims m Derby on a 
holy war against the local black 
community. 

Leaflets circulated is multi- 
racial areas of the dty over a pe- 
riod of several weeks contained 
vicious stars cm black people 
and called for them to be sub- 
jected to an Islamic jihad 
The literature, which called 
on Muslims to “break their 
bones in the name of Allah” led 
to spiralling racial tension in the 
Nonnanton area of the city. Po- 
lice bad to intervene in a stand- 
off involving several hundred 
Afro-Caribbeans and Asians 
outside a pub last month. 

Derby city council has been 
so shocked by the language in 
the leaflet and its effect on race 
relations that it is drawing up its 
own document to counteract h. 
The council has set up a 
Drking party, which includes 
leading figures in the black and 
Asian communities, to restore 
the good relations which had 
previously existed in the city. 


Police who are anxious to 
prosecute the authors of the 
leaflet under the Public Order 
Act. now believe that it is the 
work of non-Muslims attempt- 
ing to stir up racial unrest. 

Muslim leaders, who have de- 
nounced the document, said it 
contains basic errors in phrase- 
ology and language which 
would not have been made by 
a genuine fundamentalist 

In particular, it wrongly uses 
the expression “superior", 
which even the most extreme 
Muslim groups only use as a ref- 
erence to ADah. Jt also refers to 
black people as slaves, despite 
the fact that there are millions 
of black muslims in the \\prid. 

Inspector John Stamp, of 
Derby police, sai± “We have 
been advised that there are re- 
ligious and factual inaccuracies 
that would tend to suggest that 
it has not been written by some- 
one who knows their foots about 
the M uslim religion." 

He added: “Vfe are taking the 
stance that it is a document 
which is being used to cause of- 
fence and lead people to take 
umbrage a gainsr the Muslim re- 


ligion, thinking it has come 
from them." 

Although leaders of all com- 
munities have worked hard to 
dispel people’s fears. Inspector 
Stamp admitted that the leaflet 
had succeeded in provoking 
increased tension. 

Lindsey Stewart, a Nonnan- 
ton pub landlord who witnessed 
the stand-off; said: “It has dam- 
aged my trade and frightened 
away many of my white cus- 
tomers.” 

When the leaflet appeared, 
icion bad fallen on the 
-ut-lhhrir, a fundamental- 
ist group which had been re- 
cruiting at the Derby College 
Whmorton and was being mon- 
itored by police special branch. 

The H-u-T which is banned 
from many British university 
campuses, has been denounced 
for its anti-Semitism and once 
called for the as sassina tion of 
John Major. 

Muslim youths have recent- 
ly clashed with Sikh gangs in 
Southall and Slough, to the 
west of London. But there is no 
histoiy of tension between the 
Muslims and Afro-Carib beans. 


College applications 
to go electronic 


er, entitled Amityville, failed to 
sefl. However, Bakery Counter, 
a still-life of cakes, doughnuts 
and other confectionery by the 
San Francisco pop artist 
Thiebaod went for £lm agamst 
a previous record price for the 
artist of around £370,000. 

More than £300m of art is on 
offer- in New York in the next 
few weeks. The biggest-draw 
sale will take place on Monday 
when a significant collection, of 

theestate of Jc^rnimdpFrands 
Loeb is expected to raise atleast 
£49m. 


Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 

Information technology is to 
revolutionise the annual uni- 
versity admissions paper-chase, 
sounding the death-knell for 
cumbersome prospectuses and 
application forms. 

From this month, prospective 
students will no longer be 
forced to wade through moun- 
tains of brochures in search of 
the perfect course. 

Instead, they will simply tap 
their key requirements and ex- 
pected grades into their school 
computer and wait for a list of 
suggestions matching their 
needs. 

In September, they will be- 
come the first generation of 
sixth-formers to be able to ap- 
ply electronically to their cho- 
sen university, swapping 
traditional standard applica- 


tion forms for an on-screen 
version. 

The advent of technology in 
admissions wfll make the often 
stressful university applications 
process foster and less open to 
errors and fraud, according to 
the Universities and Colleges 
Admissions Service. 

UCAS, which processes 
418,400 application forms an- 
nually, believes the speed of its 
on-screen version could also 
pave the way for a dual appli- 
cations system, allowing candi- 
dates to opt to apply to 
university after receiving A- 
Ievel results instead of before- 
hand using predicted grades. 

The interactive Course 
Search service being launched 
next month on the Internet is 
designed to provide a short-cut 
to suitable courses. Students can 
narrow down their choices by 
entering preferred institutions 


r country, 
study, course level or entry 
qualifications. Once a course & 
selected, pupils can cross-refer 
at the touch of a button to the 
web site of the univeraty con- 
cerned to discover an on-screen 
prospectus detailing everything 
from student numbers to ac- 
commodation costs. 

The electronic application 
form, which is to be tested in 35 
schools this year, will be mod- 
elled on tiie printed version, 
though It will be tailored to suit 
students taking A-levels or vo- 
cational GNVQs. 

Within a few years, however, 
UCAS hopes to replace it with 
a new on-screen “profile of 
achievement” providing details 
not only of qualifications and 
predicted results but a full stu- 
dent curriculum vitae covering 
achievements in key skills and 
extra-curricular interests. 
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Military markets: Try as they might to avoid it, firms selling weapons of war still face moral dilemma 


Arms traders 


find blind eye 


is 


Richard Lloyd Parry 

Singapore 


In Singapore last week, just as 
during the GulfV&r.itwasdear 
that for all the bad press they 
have received over the years, 
mines, missiles and other 
bringers of death all have their 
own distinct personalities. 

At the International Mar- 
itime Defence Exhibition 
(Imdex Asia ’97) which ended 
yesterday, there were no evfl 
'Sends or plucky little Patriots, 
but the glossy magazines and au- 
dio-visual displays mounted by 
the 300 defence manufacturers 
introduced a whole range of less 
famous personalities. 

Among helicopters there was 
the Boeing Chinook (“a versa- 
tile war horse that won't take no 
for an answer") and the Saab 
ASW-60 1 grenade launcher or. 
as its manufacturers nickname 
it, the "Submarine Slayer". 
Rather more mystifying to the 
layman was the gaily named 
Helifire n Missile System. 

The most radical attempt to 
humanise a piece of military 
equipment came from the man- 
ufacturers of an ingenious 


artillery sheD which explodes be- 
. fore impact to release a show- 
er of deadly tungsten pellets, 
A piece of metal which had 
been subjected to this ordeal 
was displayed and, as l peered 
through the holes in the inch- 
thick steel and wondered aloud 
at the effect this might have on 
a human target, an attendant 
approached. "‘When you write 
about this,” he said, “don't 
make it sound too ... illiberal ." 
■ “Lethal ordnance with a lib- 
eral conscience” would make a 
fine advertising slogan, but 


there was a serious significance 
to Mr Tungsten's anxiety. De- 


to Mr Tungsten’s anxiety. De- 
spite the eclipse of mass peace 
movements and the huge eco- 
nomic benefits it brings to coun- 
tries including Britain, .moral 
questions still hover over the 
business of “defence sales". 

For European exporters one 
of the most lucrative markets 
has been the Middle East, a po- 
litical and diplomatic mine- 


field, as the arms to Iraq scandal 
demonstrated. Bui exhibitors at 


demonstrated. But exhibitors at 
Imdex, the biggest fair of its kind 
in the region, were in no doubt 
that the future of arms exports 
lie in the Far East. 


“Asia is going to be the 
biggest defence market in tbe 
world in 20 or 25 years," says 
David Saw, editor of the Asian 
Military Review. “ It has the 
money, and it has the need." 

It also has unsavoury regimes 
whose potential use of foreign- 
manufacrured arms is a source 
of fluctuating embarrassment to 
governments and their defence 
manufacturers. 

The problem, otto whom it 
is appropriate to sell aims is not 
simply a moral one. Countries 
have strategic interests to prxh 
tect and dense bureaucratic 
procedures surround the export 
of defence equipment. 

British companies need gov- 
ernment permission before 
sending even promotional ma- 
terial abroad, and approval for 
particular projects will pass 
through several ministries, in- 
cluding Defence, Trade and In- 
dustry, and tbe Foreign Office. 

Certain countries, such as 
Burma, are the subject of a blan- 
ket ban. From Indonesia the 
Government has obtained a 
promise that British equipment 
will not be used to suppress civil- 
ian protests. “Do we feel tbe 
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Right on target An employee of the Dutch science research organisation TNO displays a virtual reality system In Singapore 


Photograph: AP 


pinch on export licenses?" asks 
Rear-Admiral Sam Salt of the 
MoD Defence Export Services 
Organisation. “We have a very 
responsible attitude to export 
licences, and we do find that 
very restrictive." 

British companies complain 
that the rules mean they kise out 
to rivals from less conscientious 


countries. But most of those 
showing in Singapore were 
grateful the moral burden had 
been lifted from their shoulders. 
“It’s not a derision we make." 
says Christopher Looey of 
GKN Westland, “and it’s not 
one we are capable of malting. 
In deciding who we sell to, we 
look to the Government. At the 
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corporate level there aren't re- 
ally any moral judgements.” 

But companies arc keen 
avoid the taint of association 
with questionable regimes. With 
the demise of the Soviet bogey, 
liberal concern has centred on 
lesser regimes whose misdeeds 
might once have been over- 
looked. According to Admiral 
Salt, “the lobby groups are get- 
ting more vociferous'’. 

This was demonstrated last 
summer when a group of peace 
campaigners were acquitted by 
a jury in Liverpool despite ad- 
mitting they vandalised British 
Aerospace Hawk fighters 
bound for Indonesia; uncor- 
roborated reports say Hawks 
have been used against inde- 
pendence fighters in the occu- 
pied territory of East Timor. 

The rumour is that the new 
Foreign Secretary, Robin Cook, 
intends to damp down on arms 
trade with Indonesia. 

The 82 British companies 
exhibiting in Singapore last 
week were keen to establish the 
liberal credentials of their hard- 
ware. “We're just not in the 
mainstream of suppression in- 
struments", one helicopter 
manufacturer protested. . 
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1 BntakiisthewcxkraseconcWamBSt 
arms exporter. after the: US and 
ahead of Russia which: suffered 
from the break-up of the Soviet 
Union and dfificuftfes' providing 
after-sales service. Britain captured 
a quarter of the world market last 
year, up from 16 per cent In 1994 
and 19 par cent in 1995 - and the 
arms corrparies want itto stay that - 
way. In no other export sector is* 
Britain achieving anything like this 
proportion, of the world market 

■ Arms exports, earn Britain £5bn 
a year -between a third and a half 
of the total output of the British de- 
fence industry, which employ* 
360,000 people.. ■ 

■ Besides financial earnings, mil- 
itary equipment, goes hand- In- 
hand with support training teams 

and advisers, winch help maintain - 
irrternatibnaf influence. . 

■ The "respqrieibte transfer of de- 
fence equipment® consistent with 
Article 51 of the UN Charter, which 
recognises the Inherent right of 
states to selktefence. The new gov- 
ernment has said ft wfll scrutinise 
future exports dosety to prevent 
sales to repressive regjmes but 1s- 
not opposed to “responsible" ex- 
ports. Indonesia - where it Is al- 
leged British aircraft -have been 
used against •peiopte in East Tim- 
or and where riotdortrol equipment 
has been used for repression- was 
an embarrassmentfor the previous 


"government, although- the aJtega- - 
Sons that Hawfcs war* used.haytK: 

- been derSodsAB applications toe*-. 

-. port defence, equipment are com 

sfdered oh a case-bycase: baste. 

^ The final decision: Is with ttie-De- • 
partmant of Trade apd fridustry, 
whicfvjseeks advice from tha Mln- 
istry of Defence andForaign Office. 
Also irwofvad is the DTPs Export - 
Credits Guarantee Department ', 

■ :East Asia is the world's tbird- 
largest arms-importfag. region, 
which receives 12 per cent of . the 

- world’s arms atter.tfie- Middle East, 
the tairgest, arid Western Europe. 
Britain has arongfres wfflrfcoun- 

- fries in the first, two areas ae part 
of its colonial tegecy.-andboth are 
lucrative markets because of oil rev- 
enues and the expansion of the 
tiger ’economies of Ebst Asfa. The 
UKhas 20 ‘priorjtymark^sMore- 
casttoprosAde more than 80 per 
cent of -future : British defence-, 
equipmerftorders..:"^’-’ 

"ilThe Defence Export Senecas Or- 
ganisation was setup ip 1966 tb 
oversee a coherent strategy for 
. arms exports. Itaims to prevent de- 
structwa: competition, between 
British companies by eefecthwly 
supporting only -one company in 
-bases' where British chances of 
beating foreign competition woirid 

otherwise be damaged.- . 
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Ron Kampeas 

Associated Press 


Jfjevflle, Gabon (AP) - Zairi- 
an President Mobutu Sese Seko 

remained in Gabon 
^elLng speculation that he will 
choose exDe rather than fly 
nome as promised. 




The ailing dictator, dying of 
cancer ana losing a sewn- 
month civil war, h£ agreed to 
long-delayed eleciionshnd has 

^knowiedgedheistooilliobe 

& candidate. 

Despite assurances by his 
aides that Mr Mobutu would re* 
turn to Kinshasa yesterday 
diplomatic sources said he 
would remain in neighbouring 
vjabon for another night 

South Africa’s Deputy Pres- 
ident Thabo Mbeki was ex- 
pected in Libreville last night for 
with the President. Mr 
Mbeb earlier in the day met 
rebel leader Laurent Kabila in 
the rebel-held southern city of 
Lubumbashi. Mr Mbeki said 
Mr Kabila had agreed to meet 
President Mobutu next 
Wednesday on board a South 
African naval vessel for a sec- 
ond round of peace talks. 

On Thursday, Mr Mobutu 
met five other African leaders 
in Gabon and emerged with a 
document in which he called on 
his mihtaiy to prepare the coun- 
try for elections. 


The pledge, signed by all six 
leaders, said Mr Mobutu, who 
is suffering from prostate can- 
cer, was too 31 to stand for the 
vote himself! The statement 
made no mention of Mr Mobu- 
tu resigning or giving power to 
a transitional authority that 
would indude Mr Kabila, as the 
rebel chief has demanded. 

Since promising a transition 
to democracy in 1990, Mr 
Mobutu has repeatedly post- 
poned the country's first mul- 
tiparty elections. But with 
mounting international pres- 
sure and the rebels dosing m on 
the capital, he has in recent 
weeks repeated his promise. 

In Kinshasa, pressure was 
increasing on Mr Mobutu to 
cede power. For the first time, 
political parties within the par- 
liament announced their sup- 
port for Mr Kabila's Alliance of 
Democratic Forces for Libera- 
tion of Congo-Zaire. 

A communique released in 
—e capital said peaceful de- 
mands for democratic change 
had failed to produce results, or 
bring elections, and expressed 
support for armed struggle to 
put the country on the path to- 
ward free and fair elections. 

“We proclaim our support for 
the Alliance’s platform and call 
on the Alliance to use their 
weapons in a man ner that will 
permit it to achieve the' goals of 


US pretends 
it has a sound 
grip on 
diplo: 


Mary Dojevsky 

Washington 

A week of shuttle diplomacy in 
and around Zaire by the US 
special envoy. Bill Richardson, 
ended yesterday with little to 
show for it beyond a tentative 
“wait and see" and a gracious 
handing back of the problem to 
South Africa's leader Nelson 
Mandela. Mr Richardson; US 
ambassador to the United Na- 
tions, arrived in Washington via 
Paris on Thursday night, and 
was briefing US officials yes- 
terday. 

The ups and downs of Mr 
Richardson’s African voyage 
seem to have convinced Wash- 
ington there is a real risk of a 
bloody battle for Zaire’s capi- 
tal, Kinshasa, and that it would 
be unwise to rely on the rebel 
Leader, Laurent Kabila, for a 
peaceful transfer of power, or 
for any subsequent period of 
stability based on democratic 
and tree-market principles. 

Over the past few days, US 
officials have broken an uneasy 
silence about Mr Kabila to give 


reputation,” said Mr Burns. 


e needs to think about being 
esponsihle person who can 
lead the government In antic- 
of that he needs to think 


This is a far ay from the US 
mood when Mr Richardson set 
out for Zaire. Then, State De- 
partment-spun news broadcasts 
said the envoy was setting out 
to “ease” the conflict in Zaire. 
Now US ambitions are more 
modest Officials set out a list 




They were to prevent 
in Kinshasa m the event of a 
rebel takeover, to ensure the 
smooth repatriation of refugees 
to Rwanda, and to see human 
rights were respected. 

The only refinement to this 
list is the hope that tf peaceful 
transfer ofpOwer can be engi- 
neered by means of a *t>road, 
inclusive • transkfoual govern- 
ment” that would lead, to de- 
mocratic elections. !Less than 
two months ago, Washington 
had ccfflfidentiyreconmiended 
elections before the rebel forces 
readied Kinshasa. 

US officials are sensitive 


Richardson: Not much to 
show for his African odyssey 

a decidedly ambivalent, not 
neeative, assessment. Rfifer- 

ismade to bis Marxist past, 

■ Some of this may stem frorn^ 
the rebel leaders 
to turn up on the. 
talks with President Mbbotn jast - 


31 and reluctant Mr MobtrMo 
theship for the talks venrik. . 
“M?&ffila’sncm-appcarima 
wasaJI ihc woreefOTfteVS 


was all the wor» «« — 
bSause Mr ^h^rdsonjad 
CSed to broker the meipng 
and presented it as a break- 
through- Whatever thereaf^ 

recent American comments 


ft* 


tomatic 


if*. 


Washington s ^ _ 

- STand of Zaire ® dumo* 
transfer to demoo* - 


,,f , neaceful transit «*£*-*•_ 
^Swhis lead«rfup,Ttes- 

Nicholas 

record to wff ** Kabas.tQ, 

^ state for him^: 


longed toMt 

They deny 1 
' idly by, saying if fijitipted direct, 
contacts with the, ^c^s from an 
-eariy stage. One possible chan- 
nel, improbable gfough it 
sounds, may have, been the 
television evangelist, Pat 
Robertson, who made a num- 
ber of trips torebd-luSd areas 
in private, plane§, cdtensiblytQ 

AnoQgSr 

confinAqd : by 
sources, — -**-* 
ton's 

chaige^jjvi^i 
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the USis gF-Baacefe 

role asce^^^^H^-bzdcec.. 

Zaire was ifoc iutyiteo 

-to the ta Bra and ' 

diplomatic: ;sonjce^ in Wash- 
ington predict difficulties w£th 
Paris if tbit “broad, inclusive 
transitions ! -. government* 
favoured by the US exrhides 
all Mobutu associates. - 
“•' There is ’«>flsoiatibh for 
"France^ While the cpd - of 

President Mgbato’&mle spdfe 
the eacLof^rmka’s dpsamaat 
role in* Centraf Africa, the 
mconclgsivt results \ of Mr 
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democracy”, the communique 
read. The parties signing the 
communique, such as the Na- 
tional Federation of Christian 
Democrats and the Zairian As- 
sociation of former National Po- 
lice Officers and Agents, do not 
have much power in the tran- 
sitional parliament But h is the 
first time political parties have 
publicly supported Mr KabQa’s 
use of arms. 

Rebel foreign minister Biz- 
ima Karahasaid in t jiV wmhaghi 
yesterday that Mr Kabila was 
only going to meet President 
Mobutu to secure his resigna- 
tion. He said the rebels would 
continue their military offensive 
on the capital until the 66- 
year-old dictator hands over 
power over to Mr Kabila. 
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Down trie hatch: A naval veteran in St Petersburg yesterday celebrating the 52nd anniversary of the defeat of Nazi Germany Photograph: Reuters 
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May poll may be a pont too far for canny feques 



The workmen next door to the 
office have stopped their cease- 
less drilling. The children rarely 
seem to go to school. Black, the 
peripatetic school rabbit, has 
moved in with us for a five-day 
weekend. There is a luxurious 
choice of parking places in the 
street. 

The newspaper kiosk on the 
corner is dosed. So, tragically, 
is the patisserie next door. It is, 
in short. Paris in Lbe month of 
May. 

August is the laziest month 
in France; but May is the odd-- 
est. The month is punctured by 
official 24-hour holidays - May 
Day, Ascension Day, Pente- 
cost. 

It is further cluttered by 
pouts, which are like the Pont 
d* Avignon, bridges to nowhere: 
official and unofficial extra days 
of holiday, which join up the real 
holidays with the weekends. 

Thus this week there were 
only two days of school. Thurs- 
day was 
cension 
pont.Wi 

for good measure. 

Last week, with May Day 
falling on Th ursday, Friday be- 
came a pont and ihere were 
three days of school. Next week 
is normal. The following week, 
with Pentecost on the Tuesday 
and a pont on the Monday, 
school is down to three days 
again. Charlie cannot believe 
his luck: three half-term holi- 
days in the same month. 



The same pattern is repeat- 
ed throughout the civil service 
(which Invented ponis) and 
much of business and industry, 
.especially in the capital The 
provinces appear to work a lit- 
tle harder. The pants, it is main- 
tained, regularise what would 
otherwise be a chaotic situation. 
Hundreds of thousands of peo- 
ple would take the bridging 
days off anyway. 

The result istbat much of the 
country spends the month in a 
kind of twihgbt between work 
and leisure; barely recovered 
from one long weekend of traf- 
fic jams and relatives before it 
is time to dive into another. May 
is, notoriously, a thankless time 
to conduct business in France. 
If your business is with the ad- 
ministration, and anything out 
of the routine, you might as well 
forget it until June. 

It so happens, however, that 
this particular month of May, 
the French nation is frying to 
conduct an important piece of 
business with itself. 

In the parliamentary elec- 
tions oq 25 May and 1 June, it 
must decide whether to con- 
tinue with one of the least pop- 
ular governments since polling 
began; or turn to the left. (Any- 
thing familiar there?) 

It so happens that most of the 
campaign fells in the talk-to-me- 
later month of May, one of the 
worst possible times to call an 
election. Or rather: it does not 
just so happen. 



Leap of faith: Chirac’s ploy of 


President Jacques Chirac, it 
is widely believed, picked those 
dates deliberately. The initial 
plan was to have the statutory 
two rounds of polling on 1 
June and S June. The President 
chose to have the heart of the 
campaign carved up by long 
weekends, which would make it 
difficult for the opposition par- 
ties to build up any momentum. 


or consistently attract the at- 
tention of the French people. 

The President is a calculating 
man but be has a history of elec- 
toral miscalculations. In one 
sense, the campaign is going ex- 
actly as he expected: nowhere. 
All around the country, candi- 
dates report that their meetings 
are poorly attended; volunteers 
hard to come by. One opinion 


^oddest month could backfire on the ruling coalition 

poll last week reported that 5 1 jumble of earnest faces and 

per cent of the electorate had uous La LtM* 

little or no interest in the elec- 
tion. Just down our street, there 
is a primary school which will 
be a polling station. It has been 
fenced around by vast steel 
temoorarv noticeboards to dis- 

r . ' I: 


UUIU — f 

the future"; “A shared leap for- 
ward"). At the last count, there 
were two posters, one severely 
ripped. . . 

Apathy and lethargy, Mr 
Chirac calculated, would be 


temporary noticeboards to dis- Chirac caKiuwu. ~ 

Muraie candidates from fly- agents of the government .They 
«££!. At this stage the boards would freeze the opmion-poll 
SSormallyb! a colourful leadoftheceuire-nghtuudben- 


Photograph: Geraint Lewis 

efit incumbent members of the 
National .Assembly, four-fifths 
of whom are members of the 
governing coalition. 

But three weeks into the 
election, opinion polls are arm- 
ing towards the left. It is the gov- 
ernment’s campaign which 
seems most becalmed. A ner- 
vousness, approaching panic- is 
haunting the centre-nghL Mr 


Chirac, who was supposed to be 
above the fray this time, joined 
in the campaign this i week, ear- _ 
tier than expected. It was as iif 

a football manager hadron on 
to the pitch «n his sheepskm ooat 

and tried to head in a corner . 

The time of year is not the 

only explanation ; for the Ufc- 
lessness of the campaign. The 
French remain m a mo^ 
and pessimistic mood. The - 
Prime Minister, AJam JnpP^ K 
a poor campaigner; and thor- 
oughly disliked. The Socialist 
leSer, Lionel Jospin, is a good 
campaigner, with a dated and 
unconvincing programme. 

The bridges of May are tak- 
ing their toll however, pe 
President called the electipn, 

nine monrhs before be needed 

to, because he said the coun- 
try needed a new elan .As one 
semi-dissident, senior 
Mr Chirac’s camp said Hus 
week: "The problem is that to 
have tlan, to take a leap for- 
ward. you need a run-up- tor a 
run-up you need a dear runway- 

Every time we lake a nm, we fall 

over all these ponis." 

Next week, a full week, witb- 
out holidays, will be crotnaL Af- 
terwards, the nation will plunge 

into Pentecost, which may a be 
a pont too far. As U Monde 
pointed out this last long week- 
end ends, for many, on 21 May, 
four days before the first round. 
Four days to overcome apathy 
and boredom. The President 
hoped a stop-start campaign 
would lock in his side’s advan- 
tage; he may have turned the 
election into a lottery. 


John Lichfield 


Cook’s 
tour stirs 
Italian 
anxieties 
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Imre Karacs 

Bonn 


Just over a week in power and 
the new British government 
has already made an enemy in 
Europe. No, for once London's 
emissary, Robin Cook, got on 
splendidly with the French and 
the Germans. This time, Italy is 
the offended party, driven into 
a sulk by the Continent’s self- 
appointed ruleis. 

Rome is miffed by the For- 
eign Secretary’s suggestion that 
Britain was ready to play a 
leading role in Europe, be- 
coming one of the points in a 
‘"triangle'' that would super- 
sede the Franco-German "axis'’. 

"Perhaps Minister Cook 
doesn't yet fully understand 
the rules of the European 
Union, where, fortunately, 
there are no leading countries 
and no countries are led," an 
Italian official was quoted as 
saying He then undermined his 
argument by declaring: “There 
are four major countries, and all 
of them are in a position of 
absolute parity." Guess which 
is the fourth country. 


6 There are 
four major 
countries, and 
they all are in 
perfect parity 5 


Italy is entitled to its opinion, 
but the vehemence of its reac- 
tion merely underlines that 
London’s pretensions are not to 
be dismissed lightly. However 
loud the second division may 
howl, Britain is truly back in the 
heart of Europe, ready to oc- 
cupy the chair at the top table 
left vacant by the previous gov- 
ernment. 

As illustrated by this week’s 
tripartite statement on land 
mines, that is political reality. All 
that remains is to formalise 

the new relationship, preferably 
without provoking more Italian- 
style outbursts. 

In the wake of Mr Cook's tri- 
umphant visit Bonn has already 
started moving the goal posts. 
Werner Hoyer, the European 
Affairs Mimsterwho used to be 
a reliable source of Anglopho- 
bic comment led the way into 
the geometry lesson: “The 
concept of the Bonn -Paris axis 
was already somewhat danger- 
ous, because the other [coun- 
tries] could easily feel 
excluded" Mr Hover told Ger- 
man radio the day after the For- 
eign Secretary’s departure. “We 
must now be careful not to snub 


the others by creating a 
London-Paris-Bonn triangle. 

“However, it is naturally a 
good thing that the silent al- 
liance of the past between 
Britain and Germany should 
once again, become somewhat 
louder and more visible. And if 
we bring that into harmony 
with Paris, that can only 
benefit the European Union 
and our co-operation in Nato." 

It is interesting to note that, 
rather than slotting London 
into the existing relationship, Mr 
Hoyer appears to be looking to 
accommodate Paris on the 
revived London-Bonn axis. 
Though German officials would 
not put it so bluntly in public, 
Bonn is growing exasperated 
with its French aDy, and believes 
it will have more In common 
with a Blair government. 

“The major fault line in Eu- 
rope lies not between Britain 
and Germany but between Ger- 
many and France,” a senior 
German Government advisor 
told The Independent yesterday. 
Bonn sees itself as a champion 
of free trade, allied with Britain 
on important issues, such as the 
reform of the Common Agri- 
cultural Policy, the single mar- 
ket and Nato s role. 

On economic issues, France 
adheres to rigid dirigiste policies 
which Germany finds outdated 
and in the security domain 
Paris still refuses to play a team 
role in Nato. "If these tensions 
were not resolved the whole 
community could come to a 
standstill/* the official warns. 

The Germans point out that 
the “triangle" has already been 
working well in Bosnia, where, 
after initial disagreements, the 
three countries took charge of 
the European peace-keeping 
effort. In defence and the de- 
velopment of a European aims 
industry. Britain is the leading 
force m the EU and is Ger- 
many's closest ally. 

There are. of course, big ar- 
eas of disagreement between 
London and Boon, and be- 
tween London and Paris. “We 
agree with Germans about pol- 
icy and with the French about 
European institutions,” says a 
British official. 

Balancing these differences 
in a three-cornered relationship 
will make European affairs 
even more complex than they 
are today, and there are bound 
to be be a few surprises along 
lbe way. The closet Euro-scep- 
tksfrom Scandinavia, no longer 
able to hide behind their British 
mentor, will have to come out. 

And the small countries that 
have been complaining ever 
more loudly about the over- 
bearing Franco-German axis 
will have to accept that the boss 
classes have a new member. Just 
don't tell the Italians. 


Q«M ALU r wa 


FREE 

can© 11 

PRINTER" 


Packard Bell mis 

M66 MMX™ PENTIUM* 
MULTIMEDIA PC 

• 166MHz Intel Pentium* processor with MMX™ 

| _ technology. • 16Mb RAM. • 2Gb hard 

\ drive. • 8-speed CD-ROM drive. 

-Id:- 1=1 =T . 

CaHO B araaoo 

fWlltlA -v. . • 

;»Up!D33£®36QdP* •' i : 


Dixons Deal 97 


.nj Packard BelUotwo 

P133 PmMaaT MuHbimdia PC 

• 133MHz Intel Pentuin* processor. 

• Mf* EDO RAM 

• 12Gb hard drive 

• E-epeed CD-ROM drive. 

WasOMS ETS9. 


Dixon* Deal 97 ■ 

999 




Packard Bell 9016 

Pentium" Muttime<*a PC 

• SOMHz fantal Pantknf processor. 

• 16Mb RAM 

• 16Gb hard drive 

a 8-cpeed CO-ROM drive. 

• *3 bh soundcard. 

■ 1Mb video RAM. 

Was 0299. 




4fiQQ -tiQQ 

1099 eTUISJ 


Packard Ball 9019 
free mmx™ Pmrtftunr 
Muftliiie<fiaRfiniTbwerPC 

■ PWQlftto foMl Pantain' processor 
with MMX™* technology. • «Mb RAM 


FREE PRINTER 

Mo<tel: CANON BJC4200 


MmDmIIT 

• Mafia Mtoctbuttora.* 2Gb hart nBKS 

drhro. • 8-npood CD-ROM drive 

e 33Jfc bps ley modam. 


Packard Bed 9020 
PieeWWC-Pwitluwr 
IMtln»ndteMMTb«HH-PC 

• 166MHz Wat Pentium* processor 
with MMX^tschnotoBV. • 32Mb 
RAM. a 3AGb hart drive, a 33.6 

bps toe modem. «8-spMd 

CD-ROM. •’S" monitor. 

LARGER STONES ONUT 


FREE PRINTER 

Model: CANON BJC4200 




k2099 


come wtth a new software btmde,wMmore^ 

than 35 titles covering a wide range of interest*, 

lafeseuco, education or fun. h*a aH hern. 


sssea: 


iPantMl model*. AH th* Packard Bat PC# 

■Mufti " 


>3 Packard Bell 9005D 
M33 Pentium* Multimedia PC 

• 133MHz bits) Pennum* processor. 

• UJMb EDO RAM • 12Gb hart drive. 

• 8-speed CDflOM tkiva m 2JLS bps 
fax modem, e Media select buttons. 
Was cms. £1339. 



-35 Packard Bell 9007EN 
PtBO Pentium* 

Multimedia Mini fewer PC 

e 150MHz Intel Pentium* processor. 

• HOito EDO RAM • 2Gb hart drive 

• 9-speed CO-ROM drive. 

• 2&B bps la* modem. 

Was £1499. 


100 


k1399 



P133/16M) Pentium* 
Multimedia PC 

• 03WHz Pentium* processor, 

• 16Mb EDO RAM. 
e 2&>hanidriv& 

• 8-epeed CD-ROM drive. 
e2aSbps modem, 

•2 bub-insecurity devices. 

• 2Mb Video RAM. 

Was £1399. 


Dbran*DMl97 


11299 



TOP BRAND PRINTERS 


Intel Pentium" P166 MMX™ 
■fewer PC 

• I66MH2: Ima! flemwn* processor 
wtthR/MX™tedmatogy 

• 16Mb RAM. 

• 2Gb had drive. 

• 8-speed CD-ROM. 

• Mni tower format. 

izssml +Ji 

LAR GER ST OR ES 


Dbwn*D«l97 


Canon iso 

COLOUR BUBUETFMITBI 

e ypiD 720060 dpie Max 25 pages twr 


■mnuM pm spMse <a thMctaeM- 





£l2?f _^ _ 

ReWLBTT PACKARD 693c 


I hutt colour 

Iwu mas. asm irmw av* rasass 


1 400^ 
l£l9W9l 



Packard Bell 
COLOUR MCiCT 
PRINTER 

eUptofiOOxtiOOdpi 
resdunoa Whs £249^9. 

“I kvstore Price C2S9J99 

VOUCHER PRICE 

d99J 

-CiecoinisniLEiw4 


















V, 


^SijlPEPENDRNT • SATURDAY 10 MAY 1997 


: ques 


EBEETBI 

3U1 **r/, 

TC LATEST 
KmOLOCY 


lUAiiTV 

NMMTBD 




€s 


n 


5 PC 

AAA 

tWW 


jbs ; 


<NP^n»- 


*/ 


•^1. ici 


(j&g 


"5 

international 


Pope faces mission impossible 
in Lebanon’s blood-soaked land 



Robert Fisk 

Beirut 

5£k/E*?"jj« 

“the libeLr ^ to <** for 
r r "f, “^ration of Jerusalem 

GeSl a" 81 hands.” Retired 
entry! Antoine Lahd. Israel’s 
p 03^ imliii a leader in southern 

Sir £ dartoui Lebanon is far 
paimiji w. fi (he -pretty picnire” 
“Eov^Si u hn ^ JI * and is 

JK™? by a handf aJ of 
tyrant, mposej by Syiia - 

leader l JumWatU the Druze 
^ bounced that the 

aS^riov? 111 - Uon3rit:s 1,1 Rome 
are right-wing supporters of a 

ekes? cmho,s? "“•> * 

Said Shaaban, the 

T ■ S r nn ' Muslim Priest 
m TnpoiK has denounced 
^attempts to turn the Pope into 

_£\° r Pope. Just after 
midday joday the sick old man 
™ the Vatican is due to touch 
duwn at Beirut airport to visit 

iKJ and T hcrc lrusl between 
faiths exploded into lb yean* of 
Cnnstian-Muslim savagery 
.And there wtw dark shackiws 

,nMn the nation’s past, right on 
cue, demanding, that the elder- 
Jy PbJe expel the Israelis from 
Islam s third holiest city. drive 
the Syrians from Lebanon and 
denounce his own Church for 
its supposed, if unprovablc. 





Tragic legacy: The Pope will be driven past the ruins where (above) 241 Americans were killed in an explosion in 1983 


support fora right-wing militia 
whose leader has received three 
commuted death sentences for 
mayhem and murder untold. 

God this, God that, and God 
the other thing 


'Good God', said God. T\e 
got my work cm out’. 

John Squire's First World 
Wir sympathy for the Almighty 
applies ail loo well to the 77- 
year old prelate, who must 


WE’VE Got 

™JS2gZ»!g% 

areat offers inston* 



Add a whole new 
(ftnensionto 
your computing. 
ScannpfctUBS, 
photos or f 
manuscripts I. 
to create 
magazine 
layouts or 
greetings cauls. 




X: PMMAX 

HANDHELD COLOUR SCANNER 
M»£78J9& 

LOGITECH 

H 8 CAIWAN 2000 
*7? 600cpi (mnx) reeolutfcjri. 

;&■ Whtcvtaaa 

S^PLUSTW 

.<„* O PTIC PR O 4600 
:«4 FLATBED SCAM®! 
wtafsasacTTssa. 


£69139 

m— nmiT 

rtld.99 

rhnMlh— FT 

£l48b9 



buy now 

PAY 

UP TO 12 
! months 
1 LATER 


pw aWbdep(^arrinctf^ tar ihed ofa rr cd parted hdcaMdwAh the product. 

^eoi then repay ttetomhhAWmalreaa^njgiatyirttldrnarte whm 

iTrt^^wJbechaftiBdatanAPRorzaEafatrDmiliedsteofftflaoraemBnt 
— ^. ig i»optt¥» Buy New/ Pw LatBr. Cawhflfce CB99. 20% 

Either pay the loon amount of £Ka&20 -J%a\ mfki 

29*0 /Oapr 



spend the next two days in 
200,000-strong Masses and 
meetings with government lead- 
ers and Muslim clerics. 

Yet, if he is to satisfy the 
Lebanese, John Paul II must 
produce miracles rivalling those 
which were performed in south- 
ern Lebanon by the man whose 
Vicar he believes himself to be. 

Christ taught In Tyre and 
Sidon and turned water into 
wine at Cana, though Qana is 
now more closely associated 
with blood. But the Pope needs 
to choose his words carefully. 
He will, they say, support 
Lebanon’s multi-confessional 
state, a nation based on mutu- ' 
al respect and shared cultures. 

Wfefl, we shall see. According 
to the Vatican, the Pope arrives 
to “to heal the wounds that can 
reopen, to move Lebanon to- 
wards what it was before, a sym- 
bol of religious cohabitation.'* 
This is pushing it a biL Before 
the war, a Maronite Catholic 
minority dominated the French- 
created state. That very imbal- 
ance was one cause of the war. 

Butche Lebanese - generous 
to a fault to every visitor - ap- 
pear to welcome the world’s 


ChaUenge 
to Patten 
team over 
ojrruption 
cover-up 


Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong ~ 

Hong Kong legislators are 
heading for an unprecedented 
confrontation with Governor 
Chris Patten’s administration 
which may rad in contempt 
proceedings being initiated 
against the Chief Secretary, 
Anson Chan. 

The committee investigat- 
ing the sudden departure last 
year of the director of immi- 
gration, Lawrence Leung, has 
been asking Mrs Chan to let 
them see a report on Mr Leung 
complied by the colony's pow- 
erful Independent Gxnmission 
Against Corruption (ICAC). 

Mis Chan has refused to do 
so on grounds of public inter- 
est. Yesterday she was asked for 
the last time whether she would 
change her mind. Mrs Chan 
replied she had “nothing to 
add” to previous statements. 

The committee chairman. Ip 
Jfowfc-bim, said he could not ac- i 
cept the public interest case ad- ! 
vanced by Mrs Chan and was ; 
supported by other legislators. 
He said there were two alter- 
natives facing the committee; 
they could invoke their powers 
to ask the Attorney General to 
initiate contempt proceedings 
against Mrs Chan, or would crit- 
icise her refusal to furnish in- 
formation in their report 

The committee had offered 
to accept an edited version of 
the report to exclude material 
which might compromise the 
ICAC operations. However, 
this approach was also rebuffed. 

The saga of the investigation 
into Mr Leung’s departure has 
been marked by government 
prevarication and what it how 
admits was telling a “narrow 
interpretation of uie truth” in 
claiming the former director 
resigned from his post for 
“personal reasons”. 

It has since been revealed 
that Mr Leung was involved in 
unauthorised business dealings 
and suspicion still remains that 
he may have been involved in 
other improper activities with 
political implications. 


most famous Slav, Muslim and 
Christian alike ready to sit 
before tbeir television sets 
throughout the weekend as a 
dying man tries to reunite a land 
which lost 150,000 of its sons 
and daughters in civil war. 

Will the Great Man be 
en any touristic guidance when 
he passes the sites of the coun- 
try’s greatest bloodbaths? Out- 
side the airport be must pass the 
scalded concrete mins of the 
US Marine base in which 24L 
Americans were killed by a 
Muslim suicide bomber in 1983. 

A little further down the 
road, he will drive close to the 
mass grave of hundreds of 
Palestinians killed by his 
Lebanese co-religionists who 
were sent into the camps by 
Israel in 1982. In the mountains 
to his right, the Druze, led by 
W Jumblatt Esq, cut the throats 
of many a Christian during the 
1983 mountain war. 

The Pope may rail for an end 
to human rights abuses, a cod- 
ed objection to Syria’s military 
presence in Lebanon, but his 
message will have to be truly 
pastoral to pass muster before 
the ranks of ex-militiamen. 



And yeL There is always an 
“and yet” in Lebanon. For the 
Pope’s visit marks another stage 
in Lebanon's revival and begs 
an important question. If the 
Pope can come to Lebanon, why 
do the Americans still ban their 
citizens from visiting the coun- 
try? If he can come to a nation 
in which the Hizbollah once de- 
manded an Islamic republic, 
what does the world have to fear 
from this beautiful land? 

Well, let the Pope travel be- 
tween appointments only 
aboard the UN’s Italian-crewed 
Huey helicopters. Lebanon's 
own army Hueys are now 
reckoned so dangerous that 
the UN refuses to service them. 
Brave pilots, the Lebanese. 
Tough man, the Pope. But 
Mission Impossible. 


First US post-war envoy 
arrives in Vietnam 

TTie first US ambassador to post-war Vietnam arrived in 
Hanoi, proclaiming a new era between the former foes 
and a chance to bury their history of conflict and 
suspicion. Today we exchange ambassadors, marking the 
full normalisation of diplomatic relations between our two 
countries, former Vietnam War fighter pilot and prisoner 
of war Douglas “Pete’’ Peierson said. Reuters - Hanoi 

Nigerian activists’ court plea 

Lawyers for Nigerian dissidents charged with treason over 
recent bomb blasts asked a court to strike out the case. The 
12 dissidents, including the exiled Nobel laureate Wole 
Soyinka, face the death penally if convicted. Gani 
Fawehinmi, leading other lawyers, (old the magistrate her 
court was incompetent to hear such a serious charge. 

Reuters- Lagos 

Chemicals blast kills three 

Fumes were still drifting from an American chemicals plant 
hours after heat from a smouldering bag of pesticide 
caused an explosion that killed three firelighters. The blast 
blew out a wall that crushed the firemen, who had been 
sent to the plant to assess the danger of the smoking bog. 

AP - West Helena, Arkansas 

Pilot’s bid to save passengers 

The pilot of a jet that crashed an landing expected trouble 
and made passengers sit in the middle of the plane as he 
approached the airport: 33 passengers and two crew died 
in the disaster in the south Chinese city of Shenzhen. The 
plane broke up and caught fire while landing, reports said; 
35 people survived. AP - Shenzhen 

Le Pen twitters on 

The French far-right leader Jean-Marie Le Pen, comparing 
immigrants to birds, said his policy was not to expel them 
but “allow them to leave. When you have a cherry tree, you 
wfll see swarm s of starlings arrive just when the cherries 
are ripe and you.are about to pick it.” he told Radio 
France Inter. “You can mak e all the noise you want: they 
won’t leave until all the cherries are gone.” 

Reuters- Paris 

Albania breakthrough claimed 

The European envoy Franz Vranitzky claimed a 
breakthrough in plans to hold early elections in Albania, 
saying the 10 main parties had signed a political contract to 
ensure the vote went ahead. Reuters - Tirana 

Israeli-Greek war games 

Greece and Israel will hold military exercises in the 
Aegean next month, their first since they signed a defence 
agreement two years ago. The 10-day exercises wfll take 
place near Rhodes, off the Tbrkish coast. AP- Athens 

Fiddler told the score 

A violinist who smuggled 18th-century violins was 
sentenced to perform at naturalisation ceremonies 
welcoming new US citizens. In addition to a 110,000 fine 
(£6,250) and 250 hours’ community service, Bernard Zeller 
was sentenced.to two years’ probation. Performances at 
naturalisation ceremonies will be considered part of the 
coxnmimity -service portion of his sentence. AP - New York 
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The currency question is not spent 


Republican control of Congress, the Prime 
Minister’s huge majority gives him a rare 
chance to forge a new brand of European 
centre-left politics. The first impact could 
be felt as soon as 25 May, in France, where 
President Chirac's gamble in calling early 
elections looks more perilous by the day. 
But the consequences might be even more 
momentous in 1998 in Germany, where 
Labour's success offers the Social 
Democrats something that has eluded 
them for 16 years - a formula for ending 
the rule of Helmut Kohl. 

A fresh spring in the step is no less visible 
at the Foreign Office, long constrained to 
defend barren Tory policies which ran 
against every instinct of its soul, quite apart 
from rendering all but irrelevant the diplo- 
mat's cherished art of deal-making. 
“Nothing succeeds like political success in 
changing the dynamics of a negotiation,” 
declared one jubilant official the other day 
as he surveyed the first 100 hours of 
Robin Cook's Foreign Secretaryship: 
“Domestic strength does mean foreign pol- 
icy strength.” We shall see. The new gov- 
ernment's swift adherence to the social 
chapter of the Maastricht treaty notwith- 
standing, the changes thus far have been 
mood, not substance. Unarguably, how- 
ever, the Foreign Office is back in business 
- and there is much business to be done. 



In the short term, the outlines of a 
possible bargain in Amsterdam have 
become clearer this week. The beef ban 
seems set to be lifted, and that would be 
a more than symbolic blessing bom of the 
new mood. Britain would be granted 
permanent exemption from plans to 
abolish European Union bonder controls, 
and integrationist Franco-German designs 
for European defence would be put on ice. 
In return this country would accept a 
-modest extension of majority voting. The 
prime uncertainty surrounds quota- 
hopping. But for all the campaign thunder 
on the issue. Labour in government has 
carefully avoided threatening to block an 
overall deal if it does not secure 
satisfaction on fish catches. Increasingly. 
Amsterdam looks a summit condemned to 
succeed. 

Still to be addressed, though, is the mat- 
ter of monetaiy union. Ah, murmur the 
wise men at the Foreign Office, but the 
federalist tide in France and Germany is 
starting to recede. Perhaps: but nothing is 
more federal than a shared currency and 
its management. Labour will not join in tbe 
first wave, but, like the Ibries in their less 
immoderate days, promises an open mind 
thereafter. In this stance they are right, as 
were their predecessors. The common 
currency might just work — but it would be 


b f tte . r 001 to experiment. The benefits of 
the single currency venture abandoned are 
mostly symbolic; at worst it could turn into 
an anti-democratic strait-jacket. Alas, bar- 
ring a deadly broadside from the Bundes- 
bank or a reversal of French public opin- 
ion, the scheme seems likely to go ahead 
in 1999 - not least because of the misguided 
“bicycle theory” which holds that if the 
vehicle of European integration ceases to 
move forward, the riders will fall off. 

Unlike the Conservatives, whose 
stubbornness on other issues generated 
such ill will that no one in Europe listened 
even when they did have a point. Labour 
will doubtless gain a hearing, if only from 
delight that Margaret Thatcher’s Euro- 
sceptic successors have left the stage. But 
the final outcome will surely be the same, 
and sometime early in the next millennium, 
a first or second Blair administration will 
have to make up its mind on whether to 
join. Mr Cook vows that Britain will take 
its proper place alongside France and 
Germany in European affairs. But how can 
it belong to the inner triangle, if it shuns 
the scheme that, for better or worse, has 
become the yardstick of European 
progress? Governments come and gov- 
ernments go. But even in this sun-lit 
honeymoon for Labour, the European 
dilemma will not. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Real value of nursery vouchers 


$ 


Sir. You report (“New ministers 
keep their promises”, 7 Mav) that 
David Blunkett is lo sei about 
abolishing the nursery voucher 
scheme and to return the funding 10 
schools directly. Those of us who 
have been forced to implement Tory 
cuts to schools* budgets over recent 
years will be watching very closely to 
see exactly what this means. 

It is important lo understand that 
the nursery voucher scheme was. in 
fact, a cut in school funding. Before 
the scheme was introduced, each 
“rising five" child who came 10 a 
primary school's reception class or 
nursery unit brought with him or her 
a certain amount of funding from the 
local education authority. In Devon, 
that amount was around £1.500, 
When the voucher scheme was 
introduced this sum was clawed back 
from the school's budget and. 
replaced by the £1.100 represented 
by the voucher: a Je facto cut of £400 
per child. The figures vary around 


the country, but in every case the net 
result was a cut in school budgets. 

If Mr Blunkett returns only the 
value of the voucher to our schools, 
he will be endorsing a Tbry 
education cut. and this will he an act 
of betrayal to all of us who, in a spirit 
of guarded optimism, voted for his 
party and hoped for a level of school 
funding that was at least operable. 
What we expect from him, at the 
very least, is a return to the level of 
funding per child that existed before 
the introduction of vouchers. 

Beyond that, we expect him to 
reduce the size of all primary school 
classes, not just those of five- to 
seven-year-olds. Jt may be that this 
would mean breaking the Labour 
promises of low taxation: for that, 
we might well be prepared to forgive 

him. 

MALPEET 

Vice-Chairman of Governors 
Exeter Road Primary School 
Exmouth, Devon 



A bust of Plato, on display at tl»o Vatican Museum 

Plato’s training for rulers of the state 

Sin Plato in The Republic demands 
that the rulers of the slate should 
live and be housed so that then- 
dwellings are open to all citizens and 
that they should live as men under 
strict military training and discipline 
(Letters: “Socratic road to political 

wisdom”. 7 May). 

■nieir food is to be provided by 
the other citizens as an agreed wage 
for thc duties they perform as 
Guardians, and it should be suitable 
fcSravc men IMng under military 


training and discipline. They are not 
allowed to handle money, nor to 
possess silver or gold. They must eat 
together in messes and live like 
soldiers in camp, although they must 
have enough provision to enable 
them to. do their duty and not be 
tempted to prey upon the 
community. - 

Strange, I don’t seem to have seen 
- MPs living like that. 

PAMELA DONOHUE 
Sheffield 


NCT must remain free from commercial interests 


Sin 1 can reassure your 
correspondent, Steve Hickman 
(Letters, 7 May), that the disquiet 
over the National Childbirth Trust's 
links with Sainsbury’s is not an 
attempt to prevent the manufacture, 
sale or use of formula milk. This is a 
legitimate activity, and 1 fully support 
parents’ choices over infant feeding. 1 
would like to see all parents being 
able to make an informed choice, 
and for me that means that their 
choice should be free from influence 
by commercial interests. 

I hope that Mr Hickman and his 
partner felt that their breastfeeding 
counsellor was a source of 
independent information, and this is 
what I fear has been lost by the NCT 
accepting sponsorship from an 
infant formula manufacturer. This is 
why so many counsellors w01 leave 
unless this issue can be resolved. If 
we cannot provide tbe independent 
service we feel parents deserve, we 
will provide it elsewhere. 

MARY K BROADFOOT 
PHYLL BUCHANAN 
National Childbirth Trust 
Breastfeeding Counsellors 
Paisley, Renfrewshire 


Sir. It is heartbreaking to watch the 
NCT be torn apart when it has 
provided more support for parents 
through childbirth and early years 
than any oiher organisation (“NCT 
in crisis over Sainsbuiy 
sponsorship”, 6 May). After all there 
is only so much an overburdened 
NHS can do and the NCT has 
worked hand m hand with the NHS 
to create more choice in childbirth 
and make it a better experience. 

There are many of us at the local 
level who have spent rewarding 
years organising ante-nataj classes, 
breast-feeding support, social events 
and other services to ease the 
transition from giving birth into 
parenthood, which can otherwise be 
a very isolating time for many 
mothers. We can only look on with 
sadness and ask those at the centre 
to reflect on two points of 
commonsense managerial practice, 
which seem to have been overlooked 
in recent decision-making. 

First, not only have they made 
huge increases in local membership 
fees, which is a recipe for self- 
extinction, but such changes have 
been foisted on members without 


proper consultation. In the same 
way that many unions and 
professional associations have had 
to become more democratically 
accountable to the members over 
the last 20 years, so must the NCT 
have an overhaul of its approach to 
accountability and participation. 

Second, these changes have been 
made to support an increasingly top- 
heavy centralised operation, 
undermining the strength of local 
branches who are the mainstay in 
delivering services to the 
community. This flies in the face of 
good managerial practice as other 
organisations move to thin 
managerial hierarchies and 
decentralise and empower those at 
the front line. 

Only by being less defensive and 
listening to local members can it 
rebuild the trust and faith that we 
have bad in the past, and become 
again the dynamic organisation it 
has always been. 

Dr DIANA WINSTANLEY 
Director 

Health Management Programme 
Imperial College Management School 
London SW7 


Mexico’s model 
political system 

Sin Phil Davison states that Mexico's 
Institutional Revolutionary Party 
most resembles “the old Soviet 
Communist Party’ due to its long- 
standing rule (8 May). This fails to 
acknowledge that for more than 20 
years Mexicans have built a suong 
system of political parties and have 
enacted an electoral legislation that 
combines first-past-the-post with 
proportional representation - which 
the UK is only oegiiming to explore. 

Mexico’s constitution prevents any 
single party from being over- 
represented by more than 9 per cent. 
In order to secure a majority of 251 
seats (out of 500) a party must have 
received at least 42 per cent of the 
vote. For the past two general 
elections - and in nearly 50 local 
ones - no serious irregularities have 
emerged, and all political parties 
now have fair access to the media, 
with an independent judkaaiy as the 
supreme electoral authority. Tbe 
bruits of these reforms are there for 
all to see: over 35 million Mexicans 
live in states ruled tty parties other 
than the one which has retained the 
majority at the national level, in dear 
recognition of local political trends. 

I must also point out that the 
mayor of Mexico City has never been, 
as Mr Davison suggests, “hand- 
picked” tty the nil mg party. Indeed, 
the fact that the inhabitants of 
Mexico City are about to elect their 
Governor should confirm the depth 
of the reforms carried out under 
President Zedillo’s administration. 
SANTIAGO ONATE 
Ambassador. Embassy of Mexico 
London W1 
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The ‘hidden suffering’ behind abortion 


Siri George Garner’s anger (Letters, 
~8 May) at Cardinal HuhkPs 
comparison between the campaign to 
outlaw slavery ant) our dmy to abolish 
“abortion virtualfjkm demand” may 
stem from a- misunderstanding. 

The Cardinal described abortion . 
as a scandal “not only because of tbe 
destruction of human fife, but also 
because of the hidden suffering of so 
many women'”. He was not saying 
that each woman who has an abortion 
is forced lotfoso, although many say 
afterwards that they were not acting 
with complete freedom. 

Millions were forced into slavery in 
the last century. Nowadays, force is 


being used against mfltions of liv ing ,, 
developing and defenceless human 
lives. What actually havens In 
abortion is truly horrible; the 
broadcasters refused to screen a pro- 
life film which, the Cardinal said, is 
shocking but not as shocking as the 
reality. Until most of us knew much 
more than we do at present about 
these harsh, realities, we cannot claim 
that there s a well-informed public 
opinion, on which our public 
legislation is based. 

HUGH LINDSAY 
Gmnge-over-Sends, Cumbria 
The writer was Roman Catholic Bishop 
of Hexham and Newcastle, 1974-92 


Reasons behind Tory election swings 


Sir. I have long supported your 
correspondents’ case for compulsory 
voting (Letters, 7 May). The 
outcome of the county council 
elections on 1 May makes me 
hesitate. The normal turnout at such 
elections is 35-40 per cent - from 
voters with a knowledge and interest 
in local government. In recent years 
in the shires this has produced a 
distinct move towards the Liberal 
Democrats. 

On 1 May, because of the co- 
incidental general election, the 
county turnout rose to 75 per cent. 
Most of these extra shire “Tbry 
tendency” voters, with little 
appreciation of county council 
issues, either stayed “tree blue”or 
protested by voting for - and I quote 
from a voter - “that nice safe Mr 
Blair”. Hence the Tory county 
council gains. 

The natural turnout at county 
elections will only improve by 
switching funding progressively from 
central government to the council 
tax payers and by better media 
coverage and their recognition that 
council elections exist in their own 
right and are not simply an opinion 
survey on the popularity of central 
government. 

JOHN PALMER 
Councillor 

East Hampshire District Council 
Portsmouth, 

Hampshire 
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Sin Linda Cockshaw (Letters, 7 
May) encapsulates the essence of 
why the Tories lost the election and 
why it bad very little to do with a 
fit party” or “time for a change”, 
too, like the other 53,732 
businesses that failed in 1993, had a 
life's endeavour ruined and old-age 
security jeopardised. Unlike the 
Hamiltons ofTatton, I did not 
receive a resettlement and winding- 
up allowances. Instead, I received 
within two days of my receivership a 
demand from the bank to pay the 
insidious guarantee elicited from me 
during the recession. 

There can't have been many 
voters, since tbe beginning of the 
1990s, who have not been “touched” 
directly, or through acquaintance, by 
unemployment, business failure or 
bouse repossession. Vast numbers of 
voters have been traumatised by 
Tbry policies. Yet time and again 
their public statements, contrary to 
the self-evident truths around them, 
beggared belief in credibility. 

Neil Hamilton’s statement that the 
loss of one’s career “is akin to 
bereavement” is quite correct May I 
say to those outgoing Ibries who will 
now have to “get on their bites” to 
seek alternative employment “that 
never in the endeavours of a post- 
war administration have so many 
sacrified so much because of so few.” 
ALAN BERESFOKD 
Bushey, Hertfordshire 


Why not give the UK 
electronic voting? 

Sir Present daring the counting of 
votes, I was worried at what 1 saw: 
clumsy fingers on homy hands, 
hesitantly sorting the papers and 
(occasionally) putting them into the 
wrong piles. 

I spoke to a party official. I was 
told that there was no cause for 
concern as the counting procedure 
incorporated checks. These checks 
were not performed at every table. 

An electronic system of vote- 
casting would avoid most errors. The 
manpower savings must be immense: 
the number of people needed to 
print, collect, transport and count 
the votes could be reduced and 
much time saved. Electronic voting 
has, 1 believe, been used elsewhere 
satisfactorily. Why not here? 

HB GOULD 
Guildford, Sumy 
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Advantages of youth 
for Tory party 

Sin It is understandable that 
William Hague is the favourite to 
take the Tbry leadership. The 
average age in the Conservative 
Party is 64 and rising. As he is a 
mere 36, Mr Hague could well.be 
oue of the few Tbry members who 
are still alive if and when the 
Conservative Party regains power. 
PAUL WALTER 
Newbury, Berkshire 

Sir. I refer to Cofin Brown’s article 


_ p in which he told us that 
William Hague is 36. his girlfriend 28. 

I am disappointed that be did not 
tell us the ages of the others, namely, 
Michael Howard and his wife, 
Sandra, Kenneth Darke, John 
Redwood, “one Redwood campaign 
supporter”, “one of Mr Howard's 
supporters” and, most importantly, 
the ch ampag ne. 

PETER BURNETT 
Pebworth, Stratford on Awn 


LETTER from 

THE EDITOR 


A fter a week in which the 
transfer of power has 
been so stark that West- 
minster feels like Saigon-on- 
Tbames, two anecdotes only. 

I meet Michael Foot in 
celebratory mood at an outdoor 
party. There is talk of Labour’s 
cautious economic programme. 
“I’m not cautious," roars Foot 
suddenly. “Put up taxes, I say. 
Put ’em UP [skywards jab of 
stick] and up ... the higher the 
better!” A New Labour couple 
swivel, mouths flapping open 
with gloriously Bateman -esque 
expressions of horror. 

A few days later, 1 meet 
Alan Howarth, the former 
Tory minister who defected to 
Labour and was elected under 
new colours this month. As an 
education minister, he tells 
me, he finds himself sitting in 
the same chair behind the 
same desk as be last occupied 
when education minister in 
John Major's government. 
Strange days. 


As a Proust-lover (and there- 
fore a member of a small, 
fanatical, quasi-religious sect) 
1 have news of great moment: 
Penguin has baxmily and 
delightfully embarked on a 
complete new translation of 
the great work. It will owe 
nothing to the marvellous orig- 
inal C K Scon-Momrrieff trans- 
lation - whose instantly recog- 
nisable slim blue volumes have 
changed many lives and can be 
glimpsed in one of David 
Hockney’s new flower paint- 
ings at the Annely Juda gallery 
in London. 

The “new Proust" will even 
have a different name; instead 
of the Shakespearean 
“Remembrance of Things 
Past” (which Proust himself 
was never happy with) it will be 
called, more accurately, “In 
Search of Lost Time”. Six 
tr ansl ators are now engaged in 
the m amm oth task, under the 
direction of Christopher Pren- 
dergast of King’s College, 
Cambridge, and they hope to 
publish the hardback three- 
volume version from Allen 
Lane in 2000. 

Meanwhile, Penguin is to 
establish a Web-site for 
Proustians to compare trans- 
lations. They will also repub- 
lish Scott-MoncriefTs version 
this October. I should also 
mention that Alain de Botton's 
just-published How Proust Can 
Change Your Life is the 


funniest book I’ve read for 
ages - a self-help manual, if 
you please, based on Proust’s 
life and work. Since Proust was 
a famously daylight-shunning, 
self-pitying hypochondriac 
who failed in every attempt at 
conventional life or employ- 
ment, this may seem bonkers. 
It is; but it is also full of truth 
and laughter. Anyway, Proust 
can change your life: that's why 
there’s a cult. 

A very strange experience, 
which you could almost call 
Proustian: I was leafing 
through the Daily Mail and was 
suddenly transported back to 
Dundee High School, circa 
1967 - the smell of chalk and 
floor-polish, ink-stained, 
carved desks, much yelling of 
teachers and forming of lines. 
Why? Because the paper had 


It's the funniest 
book I have 
read for ages - 
a self-help manual 
based on Proust’s 
life and works. 
This may seem 
bonkers. It is 


a long feature about Heather 
Ripley, who played Dick Van 
Dike’s flaxen-haired daugh- 
ter in Chitty Chitty Bang Bang. 

It turns out that she is an 
eco-protesier in the Swampy 
mould, living on a Scottish 
farm. The film broke up her 
parents’ marriage and con- 
demned her to loneliness dur- 
ing filming in London and 
then on the television celebrity 
circuit as a child star. 

But 30 years ago, before 
that, the stunningly beautiful 
Heather sat in front of me at 
school. She was the first girl 1 
had something like a crush 
on. Being a typical Scottish 
male, however, I was unable to 
express my feelings other than 
by leaning over and repeatedly 
yanking her spectacular golden 
pigtails until she cried. 1 got 
the strap. She went off to be a 
film star. Life seemed bard. 
But maybe I had the best of it 
after all. 

Andrew Marr 


QUOTE UNQUOTE 


We are not the masters. The people are the masters. We are the 
people’s servants - Tony Blah; to Labour MPs 
Trade unions are employers. We don’t run our organisations like 
some kind of hippie commune - Alan Johnson, general secretary 
of the Union of Communication Workers, and now a Labour MP 
I knew that politics would bring many strange experiences, but 
nothing in lire can prepare a man to make small talk to a trans- 
sexual bird cage - Martin Bell, MP for Tatum , on meeting Miss 
Moneypenrty, the 7ft transvestite candidate with a cage on her head 

All contributions will be gratefully received - Neil Hamilton,/^ 
merMP, contemplating his financial future 
My mother had her formula for avoiding such a nightie night- 
mare. She dressed and slapped on the make-up before she said 
“Good morning” to even a red box - Carol Thatcher; on Cherie 
Blair being photographed in her night attire at her from door 
Dear Mr Eleventh - opening line of a computerised letter sent to 
the llth Ead of Coventry 

He is such an important part of my life that if I die before him I 
want a little bit of my ashes put in his food so that 1 can finally five 
inside him - Drew Barrymore, actress, on her devotion to her cat 
Only the En glish would call it slush. The Italians wouldn’t call it 
slush. Nor would the Irish. What you cal! slush 1 call emotive 
melody - Chris Rea, dnger-smgwriter 
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Karl-Uwe von Hassel 


Kai-Uwe von Hassel was re- maoagemen t training in 
garded as an outstanding rep- Sdd^veg-HolsteiiL There he 
resentatrve of the Protestant worked as a plantation trader 

.-vf flu rtrtrth OurmiiM . ■*. _ 


majority of the north German 
Christian Democratic Union 
( CDU ). His first lop job was as 
Minister-President, or head of 
government, of Schleswig 
Holstein, in 1954-61 He was 
campaign manager hi the elct| 
lion of 1961, Chancellor Kon| 
rad Adenauer’s last, in whicS 


untff'he was interned after the 
outbreak 0 f the Second World 
War in 1939. 

In 1940 he was exchanged 
arm returned to Germany, 
where his knowledge of lan- 
guages led to his recruitment 
info me German army intelii- 
geroc corps evaluating British 


the Christian Democrats losb^. radiogsignals. As a lieutenant of 
ground due to the Berlin Wafl ; . the jjeseive he served in Italy, 
crisis of August. But when the where he was awarded the War 
overweight, highly imelligent /^Servihe Medal First Class, and 
Catholic Bavarian Franz Josef "/.where he was made a prisoner- 


Strauss was forced out of office 
as Defence Minister in 1962, the 
slender, averagely intelligent 
northerner replaced him. Von 
Hassel had a good military 
pedigree which must have 
been some comfort to the tra- 
ditionalist wing of the West 
German armed forces, the 
Bundeswehr. 

Von Has'sel's grandfather 
Friedrich Hassel distinguished 
himself as a Lieutenant-General 
in the Prussian army in the war 
against Denmark in 1864. For 
this he was ennobled gaining the 
coveted “von”. Uwe-Kai von 
Hassel's father, Theodor, 
served in the German colonial 
army in Tanganyika, East 
Africa, then a German colony, 
before becoming a planter m 
1909. Theodor von Hassel had 
his three farms expropriated 
when Britain took over Tan- 
ganyika at the end of the First 
World War. The family had to 
leave East Africa, where Uwe- 
Kai was bom. the third of five 
children, in 1913. 

Later Uwe-Kai von Hassel 
followed his father back to Tan- 
ganyika after completing gram- 
mar school and agricultural 


of-war of the British after the 
Gennan surrender in 1945. 

‘ He was soon on his way back 
to Germany to work in the 
housing department in Flens- 
bmg. He joined the CDU in 
1946 and climbed the ladder to 
political success in an area 
which was naturally conserva- 
tive, and had to cope with large 
numbers of refugees bom the 
lost territories. In many places 
the refugees out-numbered the 
uatives. In 1950 33 per cent of 
the population of Schleswig- 
Holstem were expellees and a 
further 5.2 per cent were 
refugees from the Soviet Zone. 
He 3nd his wife, EUriede, a Ger- 
man from Samoa, could un- 
derstand their misery. They 
soon elected him Mayor of 
Glucksburg and, in 1953, their 
MP. 

As Minister of Defence von 
Hassel attempted to improve 
the poor image of the armed 
forces. He took over a force 
which had expanded too quick- 
ly and was suffering from an 
identity crisis. Which of the old 
German military traditions 
could the new, democratically 
controlled Bundeswehr endorse 


and promote? The politicians 
pushed strongly for die idea of 
the soldier as the citizen in 
uniform who could lake his 
grievances to a Parliamentary 
Defence Commissioner. They 
honoured the names of the 
July 1944 plotters against Hitler. 
Many of the generals seemed to 
want a continuation of the 
Wehrmacbt’s way of doing 
things. 

A tidal- wave hit the Estab- 
lishment in 1964, when Vice- 
Admiral Hellmut Heye, the 
Parliamentary Defence Com- 
missioner and former CDU 
MP. raised serious doubts about 
where the Bundeswehr was go- 
ing. He thought there was a dan- 
ger of its becoming a “state 
within the state”. He exposed 
the brutal treatment received by 
some national servicemen, tike 
von Hassel, from a distin- 
guished military family, the Ad- 
miral did not get the support be 
expected from the Defence 
Minister and resigned. 

On I July 1965 von Hassel 
published his decree, largely 
written by officers and civil ser- 
vants, on military tradition and 
came under attack from Right 
and Left. It was a compromise 


compelled by the origins of the 
new aimed forces. 

As this controversy was go- 
ing on another hit von HasseL 
The Gennan air force was 
equipped in 1961 with US- 
designed, but German-built 
Lockheed F-104G fighter- 
bombers. Over a four-year pe- 
riod 66 crashed and 36 pilots 
were killed. Up to 1973, 157 
crashed and half their pilots, in- 
cluding von Hassel’s son 
Joachim, did not survive. There 
was much public debate, with 
von Hassel being blamed for 
purchasing them rather than the 
French Mirage. He narrowly 
avoided being forced to resign. 
The air-force chief General 
Heinz Panitzki, resigned to 
protest about the failure to im- 
prove the safety equipment of 
the F104. TheTnspector Gen: 
eral of the Bundeswehr, the 
highest-ranking officer. General 
Heinz Trettner, went in August 
because he disagreed with the 
concept of the citizen in uni- 
form. The final straw for him 
was a decree allowing the pub- 
lic service trade union to recruit 
members among soldiers and 
civil employees of the MoD. 

The rail of Ludwig Erhard’s 


Christian Democratic / Foie 
Democratic coalition led to the 
setting up of the grand coalifton 
of Christian Democrats with the 
main opposition Social De- 
mocrats (5PD), in December 
1966. In this new government of 
Kurt Georg Kiesinger (CDU), 
von Hassel seived as Minister 
for Refugees and Expellees. 
This was no easy ministry- By 
December 1960 25 per cent, 
over 13 mUlion, of the West 
Gennan population, excluding 
West Berlin, were expellees or 
refugees. Their integration was 
a miracle. The Far Right NPD, 
a rising force at the time, sought 
to exploit their resentment. 
Von Hassel’s job was to recog- 
nise their concerns without tip- 
ping over into nationalism. He 
did reasonably well in navigat- 
ing this min efield of legitimate 
grievances and unrealistic as- 
pirations watched carefully by 
the foreign media. 

The fail of the Christian De- 
mocrats in September 1969 did 
not end von Hassel's career. He 
was elected President of the 
Bundestag, a position he held 
until 1972, after which he served 
as Deputy President until 1976. 
He foiled in his bid to seek re- 


2* 

election to the Bundestag in 
1980 by -which time he had 
already been delegated to the 
European Parliament. 1979-84. 

Although von Hassel was 
keenly interested in the Euro- 
pean Community he main- 
tained an interest in the wider 
world. He served for many 
year^as President of foe Ger- 

man-Tr anian Foundation, and 

as President of the Board of 
Directors of the Institute for 
Tropical and Sub-Tropical 
Agriculture. 

David ChOds 

Kai-Uwe van Hassel, politician ■: 
bom Gantt Tanganyika 21 April 
1913; Minister- President of 
Schleswig-Holstein 1954-63: 
Minister of Defence, Federal Re- 
public of Germany 1963-66, for 
Refugees and Expellees 1966-69: 
President of Bundestag 1969- 
72, Vice-President 1972-76: 
President, European Union of 
Christian Democrats 1973-80, 
Vice-President 19S0S4: MEP 
1979-84; married 1940 Elfriede 
Frdhlich (died 1971; one daugh- 
ter, and one son deceased), 1972 
Dr Monika Wdchcn (one son); 
died Aachen, Germany 8 May 
1997. 
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Portrait of voa Hassel by Karsh of Ottawa pnotnffaph: Camera Preaf 
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Brian Wenham 


Brian Wenham held many of 
the top posts in BBC Television 
before becoming managing di- 
rector of BBC Radio, bul it was 
in Independent Television that 
he started and finished his 
broadcasting career. He was 
highly civilised with a sharp wit 
and an acerbic manner which 
perhaps hampered his promo- 
tion to the very top positions for 
which he strove. 

Wen ham's father died of a 
heart attack at the age of 32 


when his son was only eight. 
When Wenham himself had a 
first heart attack at the age of 
34. just after two gniellingyeais 
editing Panorama , Sir Charles 
Curran, then the BBC Director- 
General. told him: “1 have in- 
vested a lot of confidence in you, 
so bloody well stay alive." 

Wenham read History at Si 



Wenham: laid-back genius 
Photograph: BBC 

John's College. Oxford, and 
gained a first class degree. He 
did his National Service as a 2nd 
Lieutenant in the Royal Fus- 
iliers and then taught at a pri- 
vate school in Virginia. He 
returned to England and for the 
next seven years worked in In- 
dependent Television. His var- 
ious jobs with rTN included 
Lobby Correspondent, Ameri- 
can Correspondent and 
editor/producer of Dateline 
I Vcsimi/ister. Far four years he 
worked as a freelance, produc- 
ing Struggle for Peace and Pow- 
er of the Dollar for ABC and 
News at Ten for ITN. He was 
also the London correspon- 
dent of the New RepuMie in the 
United Slates. 

He was then recruited by the 
BBC to edit Panorama in suc- 
cession to Jeremy Isaacs. He is 
remembered by his colleagues 
of those day’s as a laid-back. 


warm-hearted genius, one who 
always wore an astrakhan cap 
which made him look like a 
Pakistani guerrilla. He also 
conveyed instructions and con- 
gratulations to his staff in terse 
messages written on sticky pads, 
known as ■'Wenhamgrams”. Af- 
ter two years he was made 
Head of the Current Affairs 
Group following a major reor- 
ganisation in the wake on the 
controversial Yesterday’s Men 
programme which had so 
enraged Harold Wilson. 

He was promoted next to be- 
come the Controller of BBC2. 
Channel 4 was then looming 
and Wenham had to remedy any 
weakness in the upmarket 
niche. He managed to increase 
the BBC2 audience by 50 per 
cent and was duly rewarded by 
being made Director of Pro- 
grammes with a seat on the 
Board of Management, under 
the overall direction of BUI 
Couon, the TV managing 
director. 

When AJasdair Milne was the 
Director-General he wished to 
put Wenham in charge of all the 
news and current affairs pro- 
grammes but Wenham did oot 
want to take on the task. His 
reasons were never clear, for he 
certainly had the experience. In- 
stead he became the managing 
director of Radio, a medium in 
which he had never worked be- 
fore, in succession to Richard 
Francis. 

He made a success of wbat be 
always used to refer to as “the 
wireless". But he was out of 
favour with the new BBC man- 
agement and in 1988 he opted 
for premature retirement. He 
went back to Independent Tele- 
vBion as a consultant and a non- 
executive director of Carlton 
Television. 

Leonard Miall 

Brian George Wenham. media 
consultant and broadcasting ex- 
ecutive: bom 9 February 1937; 
television journalist. Indepen- 
dent Television Nevis 1962-69; 
Editor Panorama BBC 1969-71. 
Head of Current Affairs Group 
1971-78, Controller, SBC2 2978- 
52, Director of Programmes, 
BBC TV 1983-85, managing di- 
rector, BBC Radio 1986-87; 
chairman, UK Radio Develop- 
ments 1993-97; married 1966 
Elisabeth Woolley (two daugh- 
ters); died IVeyhridge, Surrey 8 
May 1997. 
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Abbot Aelred Watkin 
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The young Christopher was 
educated^ the OomSSS 

^ ho °i in Nonhamp. 
He was.nou by his own 
/JJtdmissioo, a pious boy. and 
went through a period of pro- 
■■ 5?“" d “"seultancni within the 

Koman communion. His inier- 
.. ^ ests from an earlv ace wen; lit 

eraiy and antiquarian, hut he 
"" ^ was aware that his conscience 


was continually telling him that 
a truth, however' unwelcome, 
could never be evaded nor 
adapted to one’s own tastes- It 
was through the guidance of his 
confessor - Father Aehvin Tin', 
dal - that he came to recognise 
that earlier doubts had been il- 
lusory and that his ultimate 
destiny was to become a Bene- 
dictine monk. On 14 January 
1936, never having seen Down-' 
side Abbey, and not knowing 
anyone there, he offered him-, 
self as a novice - “a marvellous - 
providence of God to a not 
too repentant sinner", he 
subsequently observed. 

His life and career.tbereafter 
followed an extraordinary course, 
at every stage marked by the de- 
lightful kfionyncrasics of a man 
whom nature had fa phipneri to 
be rather more like a ckwn than ' 
a cleric: short of stature, bulky 
and clumsy in movement, 'eyes 
alight with mischief, and a cu- 
riously high-pitched, clipped 
but emphatic diction which al- 
ways commanded attention. If 
n«»t a monk, if not a clown, he 
had all the capacities, and most 
of the credentials, of a fine 
medieval scholar. 

He went up to Christ's Col- 
kge. Cambridge, to read History, 
subsequent to his ordination m 


1943. As a second-year under- 
. graduate, he had the intellectu- 
al acumen, and also the temerity, 
to detect serious errors in Car- 
dinal -Gasquet’s transcription of 
spine of Lord Acton’s letters, 
and, in collaboration with Her- 

1 an erpostf in 'the CamSk^e His- 
torical Jaurhdl. Before proceed- 
ing to his Double First in 
History, he had already become 
a Fellow of the Royal Historical 
Society; 

Returning to Downside to 
teach at the school, notwith- 
standing offers of greater pres- 
tige at Cambridge, he continued 
to produce outstanding contri- 
butions to medieval scholarship 
- the editing of the three- 
volume Great Chartulary of 
Glastonbury (1946-58), and the 

Regtstmm Archidiaconatus Nor- . 

wyci (1946-48) for the Norwich 
Records Sod%- while gaining 
for his pupils a steady stream of 
history awards at Oxford and 
Cambridge. 

His methods were again idio- 
syncratic. On one occasion, in 
one of Watkin's classes, a school 
inspector noted with horror a 
boy wearing a dunce's cop - the 
penalty, Vetkin explained, for 
asking a question to which he 
already knew the answer. The 



HtatMc Idiosyncratic 


inspector was mollified when 
the boy then supplied him with 
the recondite details of the 
height, and weight of King John. 


in l%4 having been a house- 
master since 1948, Watkin pro- 
ceeded to the Headmastership 
of Downside. He loved the dig- 
nity, cherished the problems of 
peculiarly difficult years in 
which to headmaster, enjoyed 
the awed respect of his col- 
leagues whenever he spoke at 
conferences, and revelled in 
informal social occasions. He 
was a disciplinarian of the old 
school, while usually sympa- 
thising with errant boyhood, 
since so many of its delinquen- 


cies reminded him of his own 
schooldays. 

On relinquishing the head- 
ship In 1975. he had every hope 
of becoming Abbot, but it was 
not lo be. He was sent to Bec- 
cles in Suffolk as a parish priest 
His talents were certainly not 
wasted, for these were years of 
great changes within the 
Catholic liturgy, and none of 
them congenial to TOttkm him- 
self. But he did his duty by his 
Sock, and adopted methods of 
delegation of responsibility 
within an active parish council 
■similar to those he had used as 
a headmaster. 

He rose to a wholly improb- 
able civic eminence as well. 
Having been persuaded lo stand 
as an independent candidate for 
the Council, he found himself 
elected Mayor of Beccles in 
1979, taking great delight in 
wearing his mayoral chain over 
his monkish habiL Disliking 
long speeches as much as he dis- 
approved of sermons in excess 
of eight minutes, he conducted 
council proceedings at a rattling 
pace. Decisions had never be- 
fore been taken with such min- 
imal debate. He chose as his 
mayoral chaplain the local 
officer of the Salvation Army. 

In 1989, having suffered a 


stroke, he returned to Down- 
side. and was given the titular 
honour of Abbot of Glaston- 
bury. There were to be no more 
books from his pen to follow the 


deeply spiritual writings of his 
earlier Downside years - The 


Christopher Ingram Watkin, 
monk: bom 23 February 1918; 
clothed a monk 1937 as Dom 
Aelred: ordained priest 1943: 
FRHistS 1946: housemaster. 
Downside School J 948-62, Head- 
master 1962-75: FSA 1950; FJRSA 
1969; parish priest, Beccles, Suf- 
folk 1975-89; Mayor of Beccles 
1979; titular Abbot of Glastonbury 
1989-97: died Stratton-on-the- 
Fosse. Somerset 2 Mav 1997. 
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Jesus the Jew’s 
embarrassing 
brother 


Heart of the World (1954). The 
Enemies of Love f 1958) and Resb 


Enemies of Love ( 1958) and Res- 
urrection is Now (1975). He 
could no longer take long walks 
(a great hardship, since he 
[oved the countryside), but he 
continued to play a full part in 
the monastic life. There were 
certain indulgences, however, 
which he refused to forego - a 
second glass of port, perhaps; 
and veiy definitely the joys 
of tobacco. “I do not fear 
death." be would tell his friends, 
“but it is such a break from 
established habits!" 


reason 




Pi erre- Antoin e Bemheim caused 
a storm in France with his Haim 
that Jesus had a brother whose 
existence the Church tried to hide. It is 
the root of anti-Semitism, he argues. 


David Newsome 


Did Jesus belong to a normal 
family? Did he have real 
brothers and asters? Did they 
reject or embrace his teach- 
ings? Many Christians, Ro- 
man Catholics in particular, 
believe that Jesus had no 
brothers and sisters. In order 
to maintain a belief in Mary 
as ever- virgin, they are oblig- 
ed to argue that the people re- 
ferred to in the gospels as 
Jesus's brothers and sisters 
were in fact his first cousins. 
However, most Protestant 
scholars and increasing num- 
bers of Roman Catholic 
exegetes are now convinced 
that, after Jesus’s birth, 
Joseph and Mary had four 
boys whom they called James, 
Joses, Judas and Simon 
and two or more daughters. 
The implications of this are 
significant 

Most churchgoers have also 
absorbed the view that Jesus's 
brothers did not believe in him 
and were not among his fol- 
lowers ' during his ministry. 
They often assume that Jesus's 
family did not share his sup- 
posedly radical interpretation 
of the Jewish Law. Yet a crit- 
ical look at the evidence rais- 
es major questions. The 
antagonism between Jesus 
and nis family found in tbe 
gospels, far from reflecting 
authentic traditions, may 
well represent mnch later 
conflicts between the com- 
munities to which the gospel- 
writers belonged and the 
Palestinian churches in which 
the brothers of Jesus were veiy 
influential. 

Thus the picture presented 
in the gospels of a Christian 
discipleship which requires 
total dissociation from fami- 
ly ties, such as practised with 
sometimes disastrous results 
by modem cults, may be mis- 


leading. it is certainly easier 
to explain the importance of 


to explain the importance of 
Jesus's family- James In par- 
ticular - in the early church, 
if we assume that utey were 
not hostile to Jesus during his 
lifetime. 

In Western Christian tra- 
dition Peter is regarded as 
the most significant apostle, 
undisputed leader of the 
primitive church and, by Ro- 
man Catholics, as the first 
Pope. Such a view, enshrined 
in the principle of apostolic 
succession, underpins the au- 
thority of the Roman Catholic 
church and its hierarchy. Thus 
it was under Peter’s authori- 
ty and with his full approval 
that Paul was in charge of the 
conversion of pagans. Such a 
historical reconstruction is 
hardly confirmed by an im- 
partial reading of the Acts of 
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S3; Sir Denis Thatcher Bt, business- 
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the Apostles and Paul's letters. 
These documents show that 
the church's foremost leader 
around 5QCE was James, “the 
brother of the Lord”, head of 
the Jerusalem church. It was 
James who was the key deci- 
sion -maker in controversial 
questions such as whether 
pagans could be admitted 
into the Christian communi- 
ty without first converting to 
Judaism. On several occa- 
sions Peter and Paul had to 
submit to his authority. 
Sources outside the New Tes- 
tament tell us that James had 
a reputation for his strict ob- 
servance of the Jewish Law, 
but he seems to have been 
willing to accept non-Jewish 
converts into the Christian 
community. However, be re- 
quired Christians of pagan ori- 
gin to follow a number of rules 
derived from the Jewish Law 
and probably would have pre- 
ferred them to become Jews. 
He was opposed to Paul, who 
wanted to redefine completely 
tbe identity of Israel and the 
role of the' Law. Apart from 
his following the teachings of 
Jesus, veiy hole distinguished 
James from most other Jews 
of his time. He would have 
been surprised if someone 
had told him that he adhered 
to a new religion. 

Modern rediscovery of 
James's pre-eminence shows 
that the early church re- 
mained deeply rooted in Jew- 
ish tradition for some time. 
This church was without 
doubt following Lhe example 
of “Jesus the Jew”. The suc- 
cess of Paul's mission among 
pagans transformed the Chris- 
tian community from a Jew- 
ish sect to a gentile church, for 
whom James increasingly be- 
came a source of embarrass- 
ment - a kind of anomaly in 
the history of the Church as 
they wanted to reconstruct it. 
James was swept under the 
cajpet by those who 
defended the importance 
of Paul, Peter ana Rome; 
the contribution of Jewish- 
Christianity was lost 

This emergence of James 
from obscurity sheds light on 
the changes which have tak- 
en place in the relationship 
between Judaism and Chris- 
tianity and how they moved 
from common roots into an- 
tagonism. From our post- 
holocaust perspective they 
also reveal how historically ab- 
surd Christian anti-Semitism 
has been. 


• “James, Brother of Jesus" by 
Pierre-Antoine Bemheim is 
published in the UK bv SCM 
Press (£14.95) 


Birthdays 

TODAX Mr Milton Babbitt, com- 
poser, 81; Mr Win Bischoff, chair- 
man, Schroders, 56; Mrs Barbara 
Tfcylor Bradford, author, 64; Mr 
WDL'am Cash, MR 57; Sir Brian Cor- 
by, former chairman, Prudential 
Corporation. 68; Maj-Gen Peier 
Davies, Director General, RSPCA, 
59; Maj-Gen Edward Fursdon, de- 
fence consultant, 72; Sir Edward 
Gardner QC 85; Sir Basil Kelly, a 
former Lord Justice of Appeal. 
Northern Ireland, 77; Miss June 
Knox-Mawer, radio presenter, 67; 
Lady Lucinda Lambton (Lady 
Worstbome), writer, broadcaster 
and photographer, 54; Mr Richard 
Lavers, ambassador to Ecuador, 50; 
Sir John Laws. High Court judge, 52; 
Miss Maureen Lrpman. actress, 51; 
Sir William Lilkgow, industrialist 
and tanner, 63; I-onl Milligan, a Sen- 
aior of tbe CbDege of Justice in Scot- 
land, 63; Lt-Gen Sir Anthony 
MuOens, former deputy Chief of De- 
fence Staff, 61; Lord Muslin, a Lord 
of Appeal In Ordinaiy, 66; Sir David 
Orr, Chancellor, Queen’s Universt- 


thony Hollis. High Court judge, 70; 
Sir Robert Hunt, former chairman, 
Dowry. 79; Sir Gordon Langley, 
High Court judge, 54; Brigadier 
Joan Moriarty, former mntron-in- 
chief. Army Nursing Services. 74; Mr 
John Rurou, snooker player, 33; Mr 
Jeremy Paxman, television presenter 
and reporter, 47; Sir Ion Percival QC 
former SoUdiarOenenl, 76; Mr fan 
Redpaih, cricketer, 56; Miss Natasha 
Richardson, actress, 34; Mr Mort 
Sahl, comedian, 70: Mr Mike Sleman, 
rugby player, 46; Miss Judith Weir, 
composer, 43; The Hon CM. Wood- 
house, historian. 80. 


Anniversaries 

TODAY: Births: Sir Thomas John- 
stone Lipton. millionaire grocer and 
sportsman, 1850; Fired Astaire (Fred- 
erick Austeriitz), dancer and actor. 
1899. Deaths George Vancouver, 
navigator. 1798; John Cameron An- 
drieu Bingham Morton (“Beach- 
comber"), humorist. 1979. Today is 
the Feast Day of St Alp hi us, St An- 
loninus of Florence, Si Calepodius, 
St Cataldus or CathaL St Conleih or 


St John of Avila and St Solange. TO- 
MORROW: Births: Paul Nash, 
painter. 1889; Dame Margaret 
Rutherford, actress, 1892. Deaths: 
William Pin. first Earl of Chatham, 
statesman, 1778: Spencer Perceval, 
prime minister, assassinated in the 
House of Commons 1812; Harold 
Adrian Russell ‘'Kim" Philby, spy, 
1988. Tomorrow is tbe Feast Day of 
Si Ansfrid, St Asaph, St Comgall, St 
Francis di Girolamo. St Gengulf or 
GengouL St Ignatius of Laconi, St 
Mayeul or Majohis. St Mamertus. St 
Richard Reynolds. StTudyor TUdec 
of Briuany and St Walter of EEsteip. 


Changing of the Guard 

TODAY: The Honwhold Cavalry Mount- 
ed Regiment mounts the Queen's Life 
Guard. Hone Guards, 11am: F Compa- 
ny Scots Guards mounts die Queen's 
Guard. Budrfngiuua Mace, IlJttam. 
TOMORROW Tbe Household Cavalry 
Mourned Regiment mounts the Queen's 
Ule Guard. Hone Gnards, 10am; 1st Bat- 
lalion Scots Guard, mounts the Queen's 
Guard. Bodd ogham Palace, 1 1 Jftam, 



Taking in tbe sights and sounds of 
filyndebaume: ft is mffteiilt, but not 
impossible, to be bully posh while 
spending large sums of money 



Photograph: Tom Pilslon 


How does one become posh 
these days? Live in Essex, 
talk common, wear Oxfam, 
listen to the Spice Girls, 
avoid Radio 4. . . you know 
the kind of thing. In place of 
John’s ‘classless society 5 
comes a time and place 
where less really is more. 
By Richard D North 


! davtf 
laaffi 


On being a toff in Tony's Britain 


B 


main has its first solidly mid- 
dle-class prime minister 
since Clem Attlee - which 


proves that the People’s 
Partv only needs to offer the 


JL/ Party only needs to offer the 
world the soothing mores of the pro- 
fessional type to secure a landslide. But 
i( is truer man ever that many people 
still desperately try to appear working 
class, though this is haraly ever true of 
people who have known how boring 
that state really is and can do anything 
about it. Perversely, we find the PM 
insisting on firsi-name terms in tbe Cab- 
inet - a slip which will encourage peo- 
ple to descend into personalities rather 
than remember the dignity of their 
office. The First Lady - already a 
woman earning more than many small 
countries - wears leisure outfits which 
would not be out of place in the depar- 
ture lounge at Gatwick. 

It is time to reassure ourselves that 
stylishness - the essence of poshness - 
never dies. This proposition is not. by 
the way. demonstrated by the news of 
the royal website being visited by 
22^5 million people in the past few 
months: the royal family has never had 
ton. It was, according to Professor Alan 
Ross of Birmingham University in 1954, 
'‘essentially non-U" to describe things 
as posh, though the habit was “gaining 
ground amongst schoolboys of all 
classes’*. His paper was reprinted in 
Noblesse Oblige . the class warfare man- 
ual Nancy Mitford edited in 1956, a 


rime when eveiyone spoke obsessively 
about the classes because they recog- 
nised that society was soon to cease 
being divided into them. 

The intervening years have seen class 
die, in the senseihat neither advantage 
□or disadvantage is conferred just by 
people's background, lb be fashionable 
might be all right among the very 
young, but its charm palls. Trendiness 
was bora tawdry. Few can afford to be 
grand, in the sense that applies to 
some of tbe very rich or aristocratic, 
who can insulate themselves from soci- 
ety. Indeed, to be posh, an activity's sat- 
isfactions need to be lasting or deep, but 
it wifi be exercised by people too well 
mannered to want to cause disquiet to 
people too poor or lazy (or. more 
sadly, loo stupid) to join in. It follows 
that it is difficult (though not impossi- 
ble) to be posh while spending large 
sums of money. So the opera can be 
posh, but the ballet is more so. 

No one who has anything to sell can 
make it posh, yet only a decade or two 
can transform a Rolls-Royce from ris- 
ible vulgarity to desirabOity. There is 
nothing more posh than an English 
teenage girl wearing Oxfam and noth- 
ing posh at all about “It" girls who brag 
about their shopping. It is posh to 
wear good clothes which do not hear the 
mark of their maker on the outside. 

Breeding used to matter. Not now. 
We all accept that the British are hope- 
lessly mongrel, especially because our 


people have always married for love 
(very posh), the serious Catch 22 is that 
we nave a honor of snobs. It is a mark 
of soda! failure to ad mil to feeling any- 
thing like social superiority. Aristocrats 
and barrow boys, have always had an 
affinity, a relationship which has espe- 
cially flourished since the Sixties, when 
so many of both classes became pho- 
tographers (pace Lichfield and Bailey). 
Beware feeling superior about an 
address - Essex is posh because it is 
prettier than expected and because of 
the courage it lakes to live there. 

The lower middle classes, when they 
could still be identified, were pitied by 
everyone else in society for their snob- 
bery. Their confidence has not been 
much improved during the decades in 


of clothes Tony’s Cherie affects. It is 
posh for a woman to use her husband's 
name, because it demonstrates self- 
abandonmenL It remains a sound rule 
for spouses to use each other's sur- 
names only, whatever the trend in 
Downing Street 

Poshness depends on quality, and 
thus on obduracy. It attaches to clubs 
whose entry fee is talent or style, but 
never merely money. It is about being 
individualist but not bolshie. In a class- 
less society, and one whose official 
religion has become the suppression of 
elitism, anyone trying to maintain ordi- 
nary - that is to say, high - standards is 
dissident and stands a fair chance of 
being posh. 


here isn't much that the BBC does 


to embrace, unlike the volatile upper 
and lower classes. 

It is a rule of thumb that it is posh to 
be improvident, whatever young politi- 
cians are trying w achieve in that direc- 
tion. But to plant even a hedge is posh 
(because it is a gift to the ungrateful 
future). To be interested in pensions is 
disastrously unposh. It smacks of self- 
concern, whose most deplorable man- 
ifestation is most sorts of counselling. 


Its Essential Selection on Friday evening 
is accepted as defining what thoughtful 


Smoking and any self-destructive activ- 
ity stands a chance of being posh, as 
does anything to do with horses, accord- 
ing to Charles Jennings in his People 
Like Us -.4 Season Among the Upper 
Classes, just published. 

It may be a little soon for the Blair- 
endoreed Ford Galaxy “people mover " 
to dominate the Badminton horse tri- 
als this weekend: expect, however, a 
flurry of the vulgar Land-Rover Dis- 
coveiy among the far grander Defend- 
ers and Range Rovers of that marque. 
Though dangerous, jogging remains 
unposh, partly by being done in the kind 



and savvy clubbers want to hear, it sets 
their agenda, not in the usual modern 
way of seeking the lowest common 
denominator, but by being satisfyingly 
the best The Barbican is posh m the 
same way that Essex is. 

Sheer exuberance ensures the Spice 
Girls a degree of poshness, as it does 
Alan Claris (whose wealth and celebrity 
risk damaging this claim). Besides Mr 
Clark, other fading beauties achieve 
poshness in the degree to which they 
have regained dignity having once 
thrown it away. Marianne Faithfull is a 
good example; Jane Bitkin and Char- 
lotte Rampling run her close. Helen 
Mirren is posh because although she's 
an actress, she often speaks excellent 
sense. All speak posh, which helps. 

Any sensible and posh person is dis- 
mayed - genuinely disquieted - by the 
experience of waking up to Radio 4 in 
the morning: It is odd enough that gov- 
ernment ministers have lives so empty 


that they want to start work at 7 or Sam. 
The offence of the Today programme is 
to contrive a blend of in digestibility and 
pabulum which is offensive to posh peo- 
ple, who are busy, so they do not want 
flummery. The old World Service is a 
better model: its quality is derived 
from its being equal)}’ satisfactory in 
ambassadorial residences and mud 
huts. The World Tonight conies closest. 

The Week , a weekly digest of the 
media, is posh partly because it avoids 
adjectives and is very late with the 
news. If a thing’s worth knowing, it can 
be expected to remain so for seven 
days. Matthew Parris is posh because 
he recognises that an aphorism is to a 
joke what unprotected sex is to ball- 
room dancing. 

It is difficult to have anything to do 
with televisionand be posh, though Jon 
Snow’s Charnel 4 News comes nearest 
Tbe women on Newsnight nearly make 
it posh, but Jeremy Paxman’s melodra- 
matics have lowered the venue's tone 
beyond rescue. It is doubtful that any- 


that any meal eaten at home will be dtn-j 
ner, and safest to use the word only 
when evening clothes are involved. 
Nancy Mitford thought only pets and i . 
children could be thought of as eating tap 
dinner, in the sense of its being their 
“main meal", in the middle of the day. 
Whatever we call it and it doesn’t much 
matter, it is quite posh to be up so early 
that one’s main meal is eaten early. 

A prime rule of poshness used to be 
a pride in the Anglo-Saxon simplicities 
of life and speech. This led to a valu- 
able loathing of anything French. It also 
led to tbe absurdity that the anglicised 
Italian word for a water closet - “lava- ' 
tory" - was preferred to “toUet”. This 
is obviously ridiculous, but anyone so' 
perfectly spiritual that they ran use the; 

word "roUet" tvitWnnr shame is nmha- 1 


one who has anything remotely inter- 
esting to do will be watching television. 


estiug to do will be watching televirion, 
unless - as in the case of Channel 4 News 
- it amounts to a radio programme and 
does not interfere with preparing sup- 
per. Rash food is on the whole prepared 
at home, though it is posh to be so busy 
that one has to let someone else do it. 
The same principle more tenuously 
applies to bringing up or educating 
children but not to gardening, which one 
should do oneself. 

Tesco is posher than Sainsbury 
because they recognise that it is retail- 
ers. not their customers, who should be 
aspirational. Posh eating out is difficult, 
though greasy spoons are possible, 
and the Market Cafe in Spitalfields 
remains a style leader. Despite its 
prices. The Connaught is posh, for 
either eating or sleeping 

By the way, it is virtually impossible 


word “toilet" without shame is proba-' 
bly already in heaven. 

Several years of Labour government 
may change this. It is obviously right 
(though for years it was thought wrong) 
to believe that Chanel sell perfume, not 
scent. Perfume is something the French 
make. Scent is something a respectable . 
British fox has and hounds follow (at 
least for now). There are very few 
rules now about speech, except that, 
everyone over 16 ought to speak as they 
want Up until then, it is axiomatic aao 
acceptable that everyone is driven to 
sound as common as possible. 

On the whole, less is more. It is posh 
to be laconic. Short books are better 
than long ones, short films better than 
epics. Drawings are belter than paint- 
ings (hence, the poshest galleries of all 
are the drawing rooms of the British 
Museum). Now that eveiyone has been; 
everywhere and seen every natural 1 
wonder, staying at home to do a water- 
colour of one's window box is posh. 1 

Warning: public displays of affection 
are seldom posh, and should be 
indulged in only when absolutely nec-, 
essaxy for strictly private reasons. , 
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We’ll go 
on listening 
even when 


Every year at The Samaria ro wt 
receive aver a nMon treaty OSenc phone 


e* fls. Por whumer reason, tfce oScrs eanV 


you can’t go 
on talking. 


begin to letf us what’s croubfinf them. 

Equity, callers who do sort may be 
unable tn go ofl - many hang up halfway 
through a convertkdoA. Of simply go quiet, 
Widi all of cfcw* eaBers. though, we 
have one {olden rule: we never stop. 
Hitenitig. We won't be the ones to 
hang up or say goodbye. 

Our wmberi tn the phone book, or 
you CU 1 cafl our new national number on 
0345 90 90 90. Every call Is confidential. 
Even tf you can't nlk Wei faten. 


Henley-on-Thames has never 
really attracted me as a venue 
for a day out saddled as it is 
with that Hooray Henry 
image. So it was not a big 
surprise to discover that the 
rowing club there was not 
open to women, and had not 
been so for the last 200 years. 
However, this has all changed 
and the array of colonel types 
on the selection committee 
have done an about-turn and 
decided to admit women. In 
these days of the UK Men's 
Movement and new lads, it is 
so refreshing ro see that a 
bundb of dyed-in-the-wool old 
misogynjsts has finally seen 
the light If only! What 
actually happened was that 
open membership was a key 
condition of a sizeable 
potential grant from the 
lottery. If only we women had 
known this years ago. we 
needn’t have fought far equal 
rights - all we had to do was 
just give them a cheque. 
Money can't buy love, but it 
sure can get a load of duffers 
to throw open tbe doors of 
male preserves. 


Shilton, the ex-England 
goalkeeper who has beat 
playing at Orient, was given 
his cards because he cannot 
kick the ball far enough. Well, 
pardon me for my girlie 
ignorance, but I always 
thought it was more 
important to stop the ball 
going in that net thing. Poor 
old Shilton -his humiliation 
is there for aD to see and he 
will not be tbe last to be 
shoved out 




Samaritans. 



The indignity of the aging 
process in a country that 
worships youth is played out 
in so many different arenas, 
Sport perhaps being one of the 
cruellest Last week, Peter 


Last weekend, I* was in 
Norway for a comedy festival 
in Stavanger, a coastal town 
heavily involved in the oil 
business, thus attracting a 
selection of people from all 
over Ibe world. Norwegians 
speak very good English and 
had very little trouble 
understanding what l was 
saying. In fact, so enthusiastic 
did they seem to be for my 
appearance that when I 
trundled on stage, they gave 
my boots a separate round of 
applause. So will this 
arrangement be reciprocated 
with a group of Norwegian 
comics coming to England to 
perform their acts in their 
native tongue? What do you 
think? 


nights are always a little bit 
scary, what with bits of new 
material as yet fairly untested, 
a certain lustiness as Ear as 
big venues are concerned and 
a certain unpredictability 
about tbe audience. It came as 
a shock on Tuesday night 
when 1 was chatting away to 
tbe audience and asking them 
what was good about 
Portsmouth, that someone . 
shouted out “It’s nigger free.*' 
Having informed tbe heckler 
that he was obviously at the 
wrong show, I carried on. A 
message to anyone holding 
these sorts of opinions who 
has tickets to any of my shows 
-don’t come. 


have been robbed of their 
jewellery and the like. Much 
as I abhor violence, i have to 
soy 1 would much rather 
criminals robbed the super- 
rich, who can afford it rather 
than ordinary people, who 
cannot. Flaunting one’s wealth 
in a country in which, during 
the reign of the Tories, the 
number of people below the 
poverty line went from three 
million to 13 million can oniv 
make poor people angry. The 
haves cannot blame the have- 
nots for coveting their oxen. 


predictable when they’ve had 
a drink?), wrecked ftunUnre 
and sexually harassed 
waitresses. This chib,' r 

(surprise, surprise) excludes 
women and tbe emit, it would 
seem, reflects the behaviour of, 
sporting students- the country , 
over. It seems a shame that m : 
many cases, physical prowess j 
inevitably means yobbishness- 
and out-oF-contrid beJfavknn: ■ 
Let’s do our bestfo preveiit. 
these boys becomingpart of 
the ruling flite; you can'be _ v i 
sure that among die vomit 
and broken tables vrerea % 
couple of potentSal Tpr^MPs.^, 

Following the sei^Hritw& j; 
week of the “bqg||wl?<Ffap^y 
the Austrian touns§|ti§J 
periians time to : i&a&es.'6arc_ 
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I began my 30-date tour in 
Portsmouth this week. First 


There seems to be a crime 
wave at the moment engulfing 
the group known as “the super 
rich". Numerous lords, ladies, 
heiresses and millionaire types 


Refreshing to see over- 
privileged posh sporty blokes 
getting their comeuppance. 
This week, an 0ite Cambridge 
University drinking dub got a 
severe wrist-slap after a 
debacle at a party in a hotel 
during which male students 
vomited (aren't they just so 


perhaps tune lar^Ssess'OHT^ 
attitude towards aclSeSctajtsrV 
who cany out thjsfegrtfof; ’■S"- 
appalling crimes 

made a^group of 

made all the . 

by the fact that 

will do almost an^mgtitai; .. 
the peer group deapids fcr:> 
fear of looking fogg|:’ Having, 
had oae or two 
with groups of bd^mea, I 
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think that it is thhe'we realised 
they are a dangerous group 
who are getting plty®cally 
stronger and mncblless easier 
to control as each year passes.. 
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the commentators 


Everyone 


in the 


new Cabinet will 
be on first-name 
terms. Which 
means, of 
course, that 
they will all get 
nicknames. 




aaronovitHi 


* 


--T lha ? b f en reposed this 

'9 I week that the Foreign 
ASecretaxy, Mr Robin 
pJok (henceforth io be 
Known only as Robin), is io 
circulate those who lie abroad 
for their country with a special 
^eo introducing himself and 
nis policies. Previously ihev 
only received a short note 
reading something like “Dear 
colleague. My name's 

Malcolm. I’m another Toiy 1 

want Britain to be at the heart 
of Europe. Cheers.*' 

But this new endeavour is 
not lo be some Majorish 
lecture delivered to the 
camera. The Cook Report (as 
tt is not called) is apparently 
to be filmed under the 
supervision of movie mogul, 
David Puttnam. There vra£f be 
thrills, tears and emotion. 

One rumour even suggests 
that Mel Gibson - fresh from 
his triumph over the Scottish 
accent in Brm-ehean - will 
play the part of the MP for 
Livingston. 

I am in favour of this bold 
use of technology. Indeed I 

jg) believe that the principle 
should be extended 
Enterprising college leavers, 
for example, should employ 
media students to create 
video CVs for them, using 
every visual artifice to 
enhance their images in the 
minds of potential employers. 
Filmed revising for their 
exams, engaging their fellows 
in witty conversation, or 
undertaking voluntary work 
among the lepers of die East 
Indies (as recreated in a 
photographer's studio in 
Chiswick), jobseekers could 
expect to make a far better 
impression than mere 
interview might afford 

Would it not also have cut 
out a lot of silly talk and 
exhausting dancing had one 
been able to put putative 
inamorati in the picture (so 
to speak), with a soft-focus 
tape advertising one’s 
gentleness, sensuality and 
unexpected good looks? 

But Robin's move is only 
one of several exciting 
initiatives. The other main 
one is the decision that 
everyone in the Cabinet will 
call each other by their first 
names. Which means, of 
course, that they will all get 
nicknames. Almost any 
group of sympathetic British 
people - of whatever age and 
— when thrown together 
will begin to rechristen each 
other. Go and watch a park 
football match, and you will 
hear the players cursing each 
other using monikers that 


parents never invented. 

Del! Del!" “On me head 
Gal! "Ferret! Man on!" 

So w e can expect Jocko for 
the new Home Secretary, 
Robbo for the defence 
supremo. Dobbo (which has 
the advantage of conveying a 
certain onomatopoeic truth) 
for the guardian of the 
nation’s health. 

There wOl be nam es ending 
in - 2 a, as in Prezza, and -ie, as 
in Cookie and Smithie. Derry 
Irvine will be Del. Blunkers 
will run education, Hattie and 
Mags will swap dormitory 
stories with Shorty. I just 
hope that they will call the 
Chief Secretary to the 
Treasury “Darting". 

Some will object. LasL 
year, a book edited by the 
reactionary gourmand Digby 
Anderson (yet another right- 
wing pundit who woke up 
last Friday to find his 
purchase on public attention 
reduced to nearly nothing) 
contained humiliations by 
several academics against 
such abominations as the 
wearing of “gym clothes" in 
bank queues and the sexual 
aggressiveness suggested by 
the use of leggings. 

One remarked that the 
fashion for first-name terms 
had eroded the respect 
necessaiy for relationships 
such as that between bank 
manager and client and (one 
imagines) between Prime 
Minister and Secretary of 
State for Agriculture (Jacko, 
or Jacksie?). 

But this - as is usual with 
the authoritarian right - 
confuses the respect due to 
the position with that earned 
by the man. No one in the 
Labour Party is likely to use 
the names “Tony” or 
“Gordon" lightly, or to invest 
them with less significance 
than “Prune Minister” or 
“Chancellor". 

I would go further. Tbny ■ 
has now become a name of 
talismanic power, not just a 
Christian name. Like Oscar or 
Caesar, it may well be 
destined to transcend its 
nameliness and become a 
noun - in ihis case referring 
to the leader of the Labour 
Party. We can look forward 
to 2010, when Peter 
Mandelson battles it out with 
Alan Sugar's son and Richard 
Branson's daughter to 
become Labour's new Tony. 

I have little doubt that 
when he does so, every single 
member of the Labour Party • 
will receive a CD-Rom - 
directed by Quentin 
Tarantino. 


The dream ticket Hague 
won’t change his mind on 



here is an air of 
serenity about 
William Hague that 
seems as fixed as his 
boyish smile. It may 
owe much to his habit of 
descending into a trance-like 
state for 20 minutes every day 
in pursuit of his hobby of tran- 
scendental meditation. Lately, 
one might suspect a more pro- 
saic reason - his beautiful and 
wen-connected fiancee, Ffion 
Jenkins. 

It is a union that might, as 
the ctichfi goes, have been 
made in heaven. After electri- 
fying the Conservative confer- 
ence at the age of 16, Hague 
rises effortlessly through the 
party to become Secretary of 
State for Wales at 34. As the 
general election approaches 
and a Tory defeat is on the 
cards, he is the bookies’ 
favourite to be the next party 
leader. He lacks only one vital 
attribute - a wife at his side. 

Enter, just two months 
before polling day. Miss Jenk- 
ins. The stunned faces of 
friends who thought the boy 
Hague would never get hitched 
are swiftly rearranged into con- 
gratulatory smiles. It turns out 
that the couple have been dat- 
ing secretly for four months. 
They have just got engaged, so 
it is time to go public. 

The cynics are cruel. 
William and Ffion are clearly 
smitten with one another, and 
the timing is just a happy coin- 
cidence. All those snide com- 
ments about Hague being a 
confirmed bachelor - that was 
just sour grapes tty people on 
whom Lady Luck has not 
smiled so brightly. After all, he 
has had plenty of girlfriends in 
the past, including a House of 
Commons secretary and a 
glamorous public relations 
executive. 

And yet, if he were to have 
constructed an Identikit pic- 
ture of his ideal partner, of the 
woman best suited to helping 
him on the next staging post of 
his political career, she would 
have looked remarkably like 
Ffion Jenkins. Now that battle 
for the Tory leadership has 
been joined in earnest, his 
impending nuptials - some- 
time next year, say friends - 
are all the more important for 
his image. 

Hague's promotion to the 
Cabinet led to him meeting 
Miss Jenkins, a 28-year-old 
senior civil servant in the Welsh 
Office. She was until recently 
his assistant private secretary. 
Love blossomed, so the story 
goes, after Hague enlisted her 
help to teach him the words of 
Hen Wlad FvNkadau (Land of 
My Fathers). He had been anx- 
ious not to repeat the mistake 
of his predecessor, John Red- 
wood, who was caught merely 
mouthing the Wblsh national 
anthem at an official function. 

It was during these singing 
lessons that a mutual profes- 
sional admiration turned per- 
sonal According to one story, 
the tuition took place on a 
windy hillside in north Wales. 
Another tale has it that Hague 
was initiated in a churchyard in 
Abergele. 


by Kathy Marks and Tory Heath 



It is sometimes said that couples grow to resemble one 
another, like pets and their owners. William and Ffion 
seem to have reached that apotheosis already 


While the relationship was 
still secret, he almost gave the 
game away on one occasion 
when, on leaving a St David’s 
Day party early, he 
announced to Welsh Office 
officials that he was off to din- 
ner with “Jolty Jenkins". Once 
it was public, Hague said that 
they had been so mtent on dis- 
cretion that they had not 
dared risk shopping together 
for an engagement ring. 

Love is not always a fairytale, 
and can exact casualties along 
the way. Miss Jenkins was 
obliged to break the news of the 
whirlwind romance to her for- 
mer boyfriend, Daman Phillips, 
a financi al adviser with a con- 
vertible Mercedes. 

It is sometimes said that cou- 
ples grow to resemble one 
another, in the same way as 
pets and their owners. William 
and Ffion seem to have readied 
that apotheosis of together- 
ness already. When the first 
photographs of them were pub- 


lished, there they were with 
their wavy blonde hair - his 
fetchingty receding, of course, 
hers luxuriously abundant - 
and them flawless features, their 
similar shy smiles. 

Alan Duncan MP, a close 
friend of Hague’s, described 
Miss Jenkins as an “absolute 
cracker". She is also regarded 
as formidably intelligent. 
Equally significantly, perhaps, 
she has provided her York- 
shire-born fiance! with an 
entrde to Welsh high society - 
the “crachach", as it is 
quaintly known. 

The term, which translates 
as “petty gently, conceited 
upstarts and snobs”, refers to 
the network of influential 
Welsh-speaking families who 
run Wales’s public bodies, 
quangos and institutions. In 
less polite circles, they are 
known as the Thffia. They make 
up the elite of Welsh public life 
- a strata of society described 
by Kim Howells MP as “prob- 


ably the most effective back- 
scratching organisation out- 
side of Sidfy”. 

They indude Geraint Thlfau 
Davies, Controller of BBC 
Whies and a governor of the 
Welsh College of Music and 
Drama. There is Wynford 
Evans, chairman of the Bank of 
Whies and former chairman of 
South Wales Electricity, not 
forgetting, of course, Emyr 
Jenkins, father of the future 
Mrs Hague, who is chief exec- 
utive of the Arts Council of 
Wales, former director of the 
National Eisteddfod and an 
elder of the Orwys Presbyterian 
Church of Whies. 

It is from these circles that 
Miss Jenkins hails. The couple 
have different backgrounds, 
although they converged later 
on. Hague, son of a business- 
man who runs a soft drinks 
firm, had a comprehensive edu- 
cation, while she went to a 
leading Welsh public school 
Both are Oxford graduates. 


Miss Jenkins studied English at 
Jesus College; Hague gained a 
first in politics, philosophy and 
economics from Magdalen. She 
went on to a degree in Welsh at 
the University of Whies io 
Aberystwyth; he to a high-fty- 
ing job with McKinsey, the 
manag ement consultants. 

Ffion is described tty friends 
as a quiet, studious woman 
who came out of ber shell at 
university. Fellow members of 
the Welsh Society at Oxford 
recall her being taken to hos- 


pital after an evening of high 
spirits led to her being acci- 
dentally stabbed in the leg tty a 
ceremonial sword. 

While Miss Jenkins pursued 
a career in the civil service, 
Hague became an MP at 27. 
going on to become parlia- 
mentary private secretary to 
Norman Lament and then pen- 
sions minister. 

His beLrothal represented 
the high point ofhis acceptance 
by Welsh society. When he was 
appointed, be knew how diffi- 
cult it was for Welsh secretaries, 
from England to be taken seri- 
ously in the principality. 

Previous incumbents had 
been lampooned as English 
overlords who spent as little 
time as possible across the 
Severn. The Labour MP, John 
Morris, a former Welsh sec- 
retary himself, poured scorn 
on the choice of Hague to fill 
in for Redwood after the lat- 
ter resigned to fight John 
Major for the leadership. 
“Not since Caligula made his 
horse a senator has such a 
ridiculous appointment been 
made,” said Morris. 

B ut Hague was deter- 
mined to clasp Wfeles to 
his bosom. He regularly 
journeyed between Westmin- 
ster, his Yorkshire constituency 
and his new fiefdom - a 1,000- 
mile circuit that became known 
as The Hague Triangle. 

He visited hospitals and fac- 
tories. climbed Mount Snow- 
don and strode the Pem- 
brokeshire coastal path, 
staying in modest bed and 
breakfasts. He signed a deal 
with a South Korean electron- 
ics company that created thou- 
sands of new jobs. He even 
supported the Welsh rugby 
team against England. 

With the Conservative 
defeat in the election, events 
have moved on and, for Hague, 
the stakes may be higher. If he 
persuades fellow Tory MPs to 
skip a generation and elect a 
youthful leader to lead them 
back from the wilderness. 
Whies will cease to figure so 
large in fas life. If he fails in fas 
ambitions, he is likely to secure 
a front-rank post in the Shadow 
Cabinet, which could be a dif- 
ferent portfolio. 

Mss Jenkins was with Hague 
at Michael Howard’s Belgravia 
flat earlier this week when the 
two men hatched a deal over 
champagne to run for the lead- 
ership together. By the next 
morning, Hague had changed- 
his mind. But while he may 
have ditched the political 
dream ticket, the fiancee of his 
dreams seems Ukety to remain 
by his side. 


French lessons in school runs 


■ the Deputy Prime Minister realty 
rams to tackle the problem of gnd- 
ock, he could usefully start by talking 
i is boss. The most heart-wanning 
,es of the week were the Blair family 

fe Lvechfldren of similar ages to the 
r-lettes, and are about to undergo the 
‘trauma, even if our destination is rot 
kited as theirs. But everyone has been 
,, qh iL Even if you hire those lncred- 
efficient and muscular people who 
evmvthing in cardboard cart ons, you 
can’t" fit it .all in. I Someone s most 
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Xisfc no Hillary Clinton - steety- 
md oerfeetty turned out on all 
ms. She’s just like us, realty- 
fi Blairs, like every other family 
S^lfkSchfldrem free aPR*"* 

Nor can we, unless 

‘Vw nSw* «o be Merlin the 

expect that all our 

■"“u Kle t^S to o neigh- 
towalimg distance of 
od sent*""* ; espeoafly-unre- 

as 

“ rural once every seven 

tie hkeUhtHidis that even if we do 


Trevor . 
Phillips 

The Blairs, 
like every 
other 
family, 
face an 
agonising 
decision 
about 
school: to 
drive or 
not to 
drive? 


have an acceptable local school that will 
take our children, they won’t be there for 
their whole school careers. 

Yet we know that school traffic has dou- 
bled in the past 20 years. It now adds 
between 10 and 20 per cent to the peak- 
time volume of traffic in most dries; and 
it also affects the countryside too, where 
buses are scarce. And the numbers are set 
to rise. But the traffic experts say that a 
7 per cent reduction in traffic volumes 
could make all the difference. 

In fact, my colleagues at London Week- 
end Television recently conducted a sim- 
ple but telling experiment They filmed a 
suburban roundabout at 8am in two suc- 
cessive weeks. The first week 
it was jammed solid. The sec- 
ond week, it was almost 
empty, and the traffic sped 
through. The second week 
was, of course, half-term. The 
point is that it may only take 
a synafl chang e IO transform 
the situation. - a rattlesnake 
with its final inch removed is 
a completely new proposi- 
tion. The genie wfll not go 
bade in the bottle, however; 
with two out of three familie s 
now owning cars, the days of the long walk 
to school or the school bus are over. 

As ever, the Americans are ahead of 
us on tins. Especially in California, where 
families have embraced car-pooling with 
a vengeance. There are companies set up 

to organise rotas. Yon can even find part- 
ners on the Internet; pages urge you to 
save money, beat the stress and cut 
down on pollution. You aim get to use 
special lanes. But there’s a lima - trying 
to co-ordinate with your own family is 
hand enough, without adding anyone 


else’s early-morning confusion to the mix: 

The French, typically, disdain this sort 
of shambles and have adopted a nation- 
ally directed solution. In the UK, because 
of the historic control of schools by local 
authorities, every school in each area usu- 
ally has the same holidays. There, they 
stagger holidays by designating every 
school in the country un, deux or trois. Les 
uns begin their Easter holidays, for exam- 
ple, two weeks after fas diner, and fas Crews 
start two weeks after that 

This means that for a large part of the 
year only a third or two-thirds of the cats 
that disrupt the morning and afternoon 
traffic need to be on the roads. It may not 



Door to 


vice: car pooling would make Bfe e 


be as convenient for teachers; but it 
seems to work. There could be an addi- 
tional boon. Spreading the holiday weeks 
across the year might reduce the demand 
for foreign vacations in specific weeks, and 

force travel companies to bang down their 
preposterous prices. This is the sort of 
dirigiste, no-nonsense, con-ideological 
answer that ought to appeal to No 10 - 
New Labour, New Timetable. 

While Mr Prescott is talking to his boss 
about traffic, be might also have another 
word about the new government’s 




make-up. Any Prime Minister with a 
landslide majority and the chutzpah to 
give Tbny Batiks a job is possibly beyond 
criticism, but 1 hope that Lhe colour in this 
administration won't be restricted to the 
bright hues of its women members’ skirts. 

Pleased as I am to see the gentle 
ascent of Mr Paul Boaieng to a junior 
minister’s Mondeo, it's disappointing that 
the assiduous and clever Leicester East 
MP Keith Vaz could not also find a place 
in government, despite having been the 
shadow minister for urban affairs. His cru- 
sade on behalf of the victims of the Bank 
of Credit and Commerce International 
d£bdde was admirable, and for those of 
us interested in the inner 
cities, he was beginning to 
develop something that 
looked like an imaginative 
approach to "regeneration. 
He would have been an asset 
to Mr Prescott’s team. 

I think that my colleague 
Donald Macintyre and I can 
daim to have played a part 
in the most surprising min- 
isterial appointment of all - 
that of Tbny Banks. Macin- 
tyre and I jointly host 
Crosstalk, a Sunday lunchtime political 
talk show, on which Banks is a regular per- 
former. Week after week we have tried to 
tempt the MP for West Ham to criticise 
the Blaixile ascendancy in his party. Week 
after weds he has refused the bait. Though 
towards the end the strain was showing - 
we had to spray Banks with cold water 
after one particularly provocative inter- 
view with Jack Straw - his loyalty never 
wavered. He now has his reward, fra sure 
that he would like to know that ) will be 
free on Cup Final Day. 


William the 
Conqueror? 
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another 


senior scalp 


Tom Stevenson 

Financial Editor 


The turmoil at BZW since its 
highly paid chief executive. Bill 
Harrison, swept into the em- 
battled investment bank last 
year has claimed another senior 
scalp. According to an internal 
memo, the future of Michael 
Hughes, head of economics and 
strategy, is currently “under 
discussion" after the dismem- 
berment of his department and 
an apparent coup to remove 
him. 

Mr Hughes said yesterday he 
was discussing a new role with- 
in the group, but well-placed in- 
siders cast doubt on his future 
after a row over bow econom- 
ics and strategy should fit into 
the bank's new pan-European 
structure. It is understood that 
a group of his colleagues who 
had been offered jobs at rival 
Salomon Brothers said they 
would only stay at BZW on con- 
dition that Mr Hughes went. 

Best known for the highly re- 
garded BZW Equity-GOt study 
he produces every year, Mr 
Hughes has been with the com- 
pany for more than 20 years, 
since long before De Zoete &. 
Bevan was acquired by Barclays 
10 years ago. 

His removal comes at a time 
of crisis for the company after 
a sharp fall in profits last year 
against a backdrop of rising re- 
turns from other investment 
banks. Since the New Year, 17 


analyte have left BZW’s equi- 
ties operation although the 
firm claims it has replaced the 
leaveti-with 25 new recruits. 
Morale is reported to be at rock 
bottom amid widespread spec- 
ulation that the firm's parent, 
Barclays, is seeking offers for 
the business. 

At the heart of BZW’s prob- 


lems lies its move to Canary 
icklands 


Wharf in London’s DodUanc 
from its present headquarters 
in the City. In a bid to main- 
tain employees' loyalty during 
the staggered transfer, which 
has already seen some de- 
partments head east, a gener- 
ous new system of sabatdcals 
is understood to have been 
Introduced. 

Plait of the blame for the high 
staff turnover in recent months 
has been a shift to a much more 
uncompromising performance 
culture. According to a 
spokesman: “There was a 
change of policy cm bonuses this 
year. People who performed 
well got very good packages in- 
deed. Others did not There was 
a big differential this year." 

Until recently Mr Hughes 
headed a separate economics 
and strategy function that was 
viewed with distrust by some as 
a distinct fiefdom alongside 
BZW's equities and bond mar- 
ket operations. The changes, 
which have left Mr Hughes in 
search of a role, mean the 
company's economists and 
strategists are now directly an- 


swerable to its global heads of 
equities and markets. 

Mr Hughes is understood to 
be furious at the way in which 
his replacement as bead of eco- 
nomics by Robert Barrie, an- 
other BZW economist, was 
announced on Thursday be- 
fore discussions over his future 
had been completed. A 
Spokesman denied the accusa- 
tion made by more than one in- 
sider that BZW’s equities 
operation had become a 
‘‘shambles". 

Bill Harmon, who was para- 
chuted in from Flemings last 
year on a package worth £6m 
over five years, races an upbfli 
straggle to justify BZW’s place 
within Barclays. At the time of 
Barclays' full' year results an- 
nouncement in February, its 
chief executive, Martin Taylor, 
said BZW’s 8 per cent return 
on capital would not be toler- 
ated for long. There is in- 
creasing pressure from 
investors for Barclays to get out ' 
of investment banking alto- 
gether to concentrate on its less 
cyclical and highly profitable re- 
tail operations. 

Analysts believe BZW will 
have to spend heavily to be- 
come a competitive force on the 
world stage. During 1996 its 
cost base rose b y£160m, three 
quarters of which was directly 
attributed to staff costs. The 
firm said £45m was spent on 
“upgrading" - hiring and firing 
staff - during the period 



‘Under discussion': After the dismemberment of his deportment the future of Michael 
Hughes, head of economics and strategy, is in doubt, according to an internal BZW memo 


Amstrad wins £57m damages against US supplier 


Michael Harrison 


Amstrad, the electronics com- 
pany founded by Alan Sugar, was 
yesterday awarded damages in 
the High Court of £575m against 
the world's biggest manufacturer 
of computer disk drives 
The award against Seagate 
Technology of California could 
ultimately reach nearly £ 100m 
once interest is included - equal 
to nearly a third of Amstrad's 
turnover and 40 per cent of its 
market capitalisation. 


The court accepted Am- 
strad’s claim that faulty disk dri- 


ves supplied by Seagate had 
wrecked its attempt to enter the 
business computer market and 
destroyed its reputation as a se- 
rious supplier. 

David Gold of lawyers Her- 
bert Smith, who represented 
Amstrad during the long-run- 
ning legal action, said the rul- 
ing had completely vindicated 
Mr Sugar, adding: “Not supris- 
ingly, he is a very happy man 
this afternoon. 


An Amstrad spokesman 
added that the award would go 
some way towards repaying its 
shareholders. Amstrad’s cash 
mountain already stands at 
£132m and could reach nearly 
£232m depending on the 
amount of interest added to the 
award. 

However, Seagate immedi- 
ately announced that it would 
appeal against the ruling. Its 
chairman, AJ Sbugart said: 
“We were shocked an appalled 
at the court's decision." 


The High Court ruling is 
likefy to strengthen Amstrad’s 
case in a similar daim it is bring- 
ing against Western Digital 
Corporation, another Califor- 
nia-based supplier of disk dri- 
ves. The action is due to be 
heard in California later this 
year. 

Amstrad began its case 
against Seagate in 1992 al- 
though the claim dates back to 
1 989. Jt was finally beard in the 
High Court between April and 
July last year. 


The case centred around 
disk drives supplied by Seagate 
for the Amstrad 2386 - the ma- 
chine with which • Mr Sugar 
planned to conquer the busi- 
ness PC market in the way he 
had with cheap PCs aimed at 
consumers. 

Mr Gold said that the fault 
lay in the way the disk drives 
recorded data which could not . 
subsequently be found. “Hie 
disks did not work properly for 
a long time and no one knew 
why. 


But because the machines 
were out in the market place 
the reputation of Amstrad was 
being destroyed and it never got 
back into the market. 

Seagate employs 87,000 peo- 
ie and has a market value of 
115bn. It made an after-tax 
profit of S213m on sales of 
$8.5bn in the year ended last 
July. 

Amstrad, by contrast made 
a £15m loss on tunbrover of 
£330m in the year to the end of 
June, 1996. 
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Magnus Grimond 


Stock market dealers were yes- 
' ' ' possibl e 


terday anticipating a r 

bid tussle for APV after theri- 
val Siebe engineering group 
launched an agreed £331m of- 
fer which would create the 
world’s leading supplier of 
process control systems for 
the food, drink and pharma- 
ceutical industries. 

APVs shares, which were 
66p before it first revealed an 
approach at the end of April, 
soared 17p to 106-5p yesterday, 
just above the Siebe bid terms. 
Siebe is offering 0.10955 of its 
own shares for every one in 
APV, valuing the latter at just 
above 106p after the Siebe 
price rose 11-Sp to 970p yes- 
terday. Siebe is shaving around 
£3.5m off its bid costs by un- 
derwriting 46 per cent of 97.5p 
cash alternative from its own 


many as 1,000, with most of the 
losses coming outside the UK 
and a dminis trative functions. 
APV’s chief executive, Neil 
French, is being kept on for at 
least the transition period, but 
be could be in. line for a pay- 
off of around £600,000 if he 
goes. 

APV has been, struggling 
for years and Siebe is now 
ai ming to raise last year's 3-5 ^ 
per cent margins to 10 per cent £ 
over the next two to three 
years, implying around £50m of 
cost savings are in prospect. But 
Mr Yurko said the main ben- 
efits would come from cross 


resources. 

APV announced it had re- 
ceived a second “indication of 
interest” just two days after 
Siebe’s approach and analysts 
were yesterday keeping an 
open mind as to whether a ri- 
val would make a counter of- 
fer. GEA, a German food 
processing machinery compa- 
ny which announces its results 
on Monday, refused to rule it- 
self out of the running, al- 
though European competition 
concerns may prove a con- 
straint Speculation was also 
rife yesterday about the inten- 
tions of FMC, a big US food 
conglomerate. 

Paul Compton of brokers 
Merrill Lynch suggested there 
was still a slim chance of a ri- 
val offer. “It might not be all 
over, but I think it probably is”, 
he said. 

There was a general wel- 
come from analysts for the 
Siebe deal, which comes 1J 
years after it mounted an ear- 
lier takeover attempt on APV. 
Describing it as a “clip on ac- 
quisition" which would be in- 
tegrated with the Foxboro 
control systems business, Allen 
Yurko, Siebe’s chief executive, 
said it offered “clear, no non- 



Barrie Stephens: Siebe 
chairman unlocks growth 


selling Siebe's Intelligent Au- 


tomation process control sys- 
' ich is 


sense, up-front synergy bene- 
fits” which will enhance 


earnings and enhance share- 
holder value “right out of the 
blocks". He said APV’s origi- 
nal plan to shed 500 jobs might 
possibly be increased to as 


tern, which is now close to 
overtaking Honeywell as the 
market leader In this sector, 
through APV’s 1,000 strong 
sales force operating in 40 
countries. Fbxboro already has 
around 1,000 sales staff. 

APV will give the group a 
commanding 11 to 12 per cent 
share of the market for control 
systems in the food, drink and 
pharmaceutical industries, well 
ahead of 9 per cent share held 
by Tetra-Laval of Sweden. The 
purchase will aso fill in anoth- 
er piece of Siebe’s product 
portfolio, which already com-. . 
mands number two or number 
three slots in markets ranging 
from oiL gas and' chemicals, 
through power and water util- 
ities to pulp and paper. : 


KPMG calls for end of 
Lloyd’s annual venture 


Tom Stevenson 

Financial Editor 


Far-reaching changes to the 
capital structure of Lloyd’s of 
London were recommended 
yesterday in a report by KPMG, 
the accounting and consult- 
ancy firm. 

The study . commissioned by 
an association of the insurance 
market's corporate investors, 
recommended abandoning the 
traditional annual venture sys- 
tem. Abolishing the system, 
which forces syndicates to raise 
fresh capital each year to sup- 
port underwriting, could save 
£117m a year - a tenth of last 
year's profits at Lloyd’s. 

Commenting on ihe KPMG 
report. Antony Haynes, chair- 
man of the Lloyd's Corporate 
Capital Association, said: “The 
evidence contained within 
KPMG’s independent report 
clearly speaks for itself. Both 
traditional names and corpora re 
capital providers are seeing a 
substantial part of their under- 
writing returns being eroded by 
a market practice of the annual 
venture which is not only costly, 
but is also increasingly inhibit- 


ing the international competi- 
tiveness of Lloyd's." 

KPMG's conclusions focus on 
the debate about the desirability 
of new-style corporate investors 
who have flooded the market 
since they were admitted in 1994 
and now represent 44 per cent 


6 Both names 
and corporate 
capital providers 
see their returns 
being eroded 9 


ing to a permanent capital 
structure at Lloyd's rather than 
the current annual system. 

The annual venture has been 
preferred by traditional names 
m the past because it allows 
individual investors to move 
funds around Lloyd’s, changing 
syndicates as and when they 
wished. It has also been claimed 
that the traditional annual sys- 
tem puts pressure on under- 
writers to perform. 

As well as the direct costs 


incurred by the annual venture 
i, tin 


of the market's underwriting ca- 
pacity. That share is expected to 
rise above half this year as tradit- 
ional names are squeezed out. 

According to KPMG, the 
direct costs of the so-called 
annual venture represent a 
significant proportion of a 
member of Lloyd's likefy under- 
writing return, especially for tra- 
ditional names. Corporate 
investors are in favour of rnov- 


systetn, the KPMG report 
pointed to several indirect, op- 
portunity costs which were dam- 
aging the competitiveness of the 
market. Permanent capital, the 
report said, would make Lloyd's 
a better match for conventional 
insurance companies by offer- 
ing clients multi-year contracts 
and greater flexibility in meet- 
ing the requirements of overseas 
regulators. 

The KPMG report comes 
shortly before Lloyd's publishes 
the conclusions of a number of 
working parties set up to discuss 
its future. The results of those 
working parties are expected 
within the next fortnight. 


Telecom rumours boost Hong Kong market < 


Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 


Share trading in Hong Kong 
went into overdrive yesterday 
despite hopes for a deal be- 
tween the Cable & Wireless 
(C&W) controlled Hongkong 
Telecom and a well-placed Chi- 
nese telecommunications part- 
ner failing to materialise. 

Instead of a Chinese partner 
emerging for Hongkong Tele- 
com, the Chinese goyemment- 
coo trolled Otic Pacific sold its 
7.74 per cent stake in the com- 
pany at a knock-down price to 
the state-run China Everbright 
industrial conglomerate. 

Volume trading on the Hong 


Kong stock market was vety 
heavy, driving the blue chip 
Hang Seng Index to 14,075 
points at one stage. The index 
finally closed 1903 points up, at 
an all-time high of 13,930.8. 

The intensity of market ru- 
mours caused Hongkong Tele- 
com’s shares to be suspended 
for most of yesterday’s trading. 
Dealings resumed just before 
the close, but were greeted by 
a fluny of sell orders which 
wiped 3 per cent of the com- 
pany's share price to HKS14 JO. 

However, investors took a 
more favourable view of Citic 
Pacific, China’s biggest overseas 
investment company. Despite 
the low sale price of HKS1Z50 


a share, a 16 per cent discount 
on the pre-suspension price, the 
move was seen as providing 
Citic Pacific with the funds for 
investments with better poten- 
tial. Citic's shares gained 90 
cents to HK44.4. 

Brian Smhh, C&W chairman, 
issued a brief statement saying 
that the proposed investment 
“demonstrates continued confi- 
dence in Hongkong Telecom 
and Hong Kong through the 
1997 transition and beyond". The 
statement described Everbright, 
which is not listed on the local 
stock exchange, as “a significant 
enterprise under the leadership 


of [China's] State Council”. 
Honekon 


longkong Telecom, con- 


trolled by C&W with a 59 per 
cent stake and capitalised at 
more than £123bn, is one of the 
colony's largest companies. Its 
share price has been spiralling 
upwards in anticipation of a deal 
with China Unicom, China’s 
second telecommunications 
network operator, owned by 
several regional governments, 
Citic Pacific's parent company 
and the Ministry of Electronics. 

The deal was seen as a pow- 
erful piece of political insurance 
for the colony’s former mo- 
nopoly telephone company, 
which is vulnerable because of 
its British ownership. 

On Thursday Dick Brown, 
C&W’s new chief executive. 


made his maiden appearance in 
the colony for the annual results 
which fuelled speculation that 
he was in town to conclude a 
deal with China Unicom. 

Some analysts believe a deal 
may still be. possible or that 
C&W might be able to persuade 
China’s powerful Ministry of 
Posts and Telecommunications 
(MPT) to enter into a strategic 
alliance. If this does not mate- 
rialise then analysts believe 
that Hongkong Telecom’s share 
price will be knocked for six. ■ 

The problem is China Unicom 
does not have the money to take 
a big stake in Hongkong Tele- 
com, unless it can find financing 
on very favourable terms. 


Mowlam in Ulster electricity row 


Marjorie Mowlam, Northern 
Ireland secretary, was yester- 
day drawn into the row be- 
tween Northern Ireland 
Electricity (NTE) arid its reg- 
ulator over price cuts for cus- 
tomers. writes Chris 

Godsmark. 

Patrick Haren, N1E chief 
executive, wrote to Ms 
Mowlam to put the company’s 
case after Douglas Mclldoon. 


the regulator, unexpectedly 
rejected the Monopolies ana 
Mergers Commission’s advice 
over price controls. Mr Haren 
said it was unclear whether Ms 
Mowlan had the power to 
override the regulator. “We 
want to try to make sure she 
understands the issue,” he 
added. 

The MMC had said NIE’s 
revenues should drop by 27 per 


cent from April, compared 
with 31 per cent proposed by 
the watchdog. It was the first 
time a regulator had rejected 
the MMC's findings. 

Mr Haren reiterated that 
NIE would Lake the regulator 
to the High Court if he tried to 
impose tougher price cuts. 
“Our legal advice says he does- 
n't have the discretion he pre- 
tends to have." 
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Skills shortage 
hits builders 




Michael Harrison 


Building employers yesterday 
called on the Government to 
provide more funding for youth 
training amid fears that wors- 
ening skills shortages could 
throw the industiy’s recovery off 
track. 

According to the Construc- 
tion Confederation’s latest 
quarterly trends survey, nearly 
two thirds of firms now report 
difficulty m hiring bricklayers 
while four in 10 report shortages 
of plasterers, carpenters and 
joiners . 

Sir Martin Laing, president- 
designate of the confederation, 
said that overall there had been 
a big improvement in business 
optimism with output and trad- 
ing prospects both up strongly. 

However, be added: “The 
one cloud on the horizon is the 
growing evidence of skills short- 
ages, This makes it crucially im- 
portant that the industry rapidly 
builds up training programmes 
which will deliver the skilled 
workers we shall need into the 
foreseeable future." 

Sir Martin said he was mak- 


ing urgent representations to 
the Department of Education 
and Employment to secure a 
new Youth in Construction 
Training Scheme providing 
places for an additional 10,000 
youngpeople. •. 

The survey shows a marked 
rise in activity with output fore- 
cast to rise by3 jpercent ayear 
for the remainder of this 
decade. The number of com- 


panies reporting- success m 
tendering is also up while ten- 
der prices and margins are 
increasing:- 

The bitiance of ferns report- 
ing an increase in Output com- 
pared with the previous quarter - 

was 37 per cent against a figure 
of 16 percent in fee last survey. 

The only, region : to report a 
decline was London. 

Meanwhile, a balance of 53 
per cent of firms expect output * 

to rise .in the coming 12 £/ 
months while 43* per cent 
expect to take on more em- 
ployees. The proportion of 
contractors working at or near 
to full' capacity is more oriess 
unchanged oh the previous 
quarter at 34. per cent; 
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business 


Why BT should not be given the keys to the City 


JEREMY WARNER 


* 


■ a .bour is falling into a deep and well- 
-^-^gnposied trap by reviving its plans to 
nn n^r' ? nlish Telecom early from the ban 
nouenng broadcast entertainment. Both 
poUcv°P C P ract * ce ’ this is a mistaken 

n < .E S ^ aWishin # a new partnership with bust- 
- , ,s one thing; for government to enter 
7 ou swatch my back and TU scratch 
youts understandings with individ iial coin- 
panies is quite another. This is favour for a 
avour government and as such it is both 
unfair and potentially corrupt. 

n Tony Blair and his team are going to 
avour one set of commercial interests (his 
matn business cronies already seem very vis- 
°*f, r I anolJie r« he’s going to find the 
good will that business as whole presently 
pas for the new administration dissolving 
before his eyes. 

The function of government is to create 
a namework of public policy for society, indi- 
viduals and businesses to operate in. Setting 
up sweet heart deals with individual com- 
panies. however well inteniioned the aim, 
on jy undermines that purpose. 

Quite apart from these points of princi- 
ple. however. there are also some very 
practical reasons for believing the proposed 
deal with BT to be flawed. Here's why. 

L^l s begin by asking whal Labour proposes 
[ogive away and what it can realistically expect 
in return. The first part of this question is the 


easier to answer. BT has been lobbying the 
government for permission to broadcast TV 
down its telephone lines for years. 

Despite some sympathy for its position, this 
has been roasted on the grounds that to lift 
the ban early would be a broach of the Gov- 
ernment's commitment to the cable industry. 
Cable been investing billions in advanced 
fibre optic networks on the expectation that 
its privilege of being able to in offer both 
broadcast TV and telephony is protected at 
least until 2001 and possibly longer. 

What Labour plans to do, provided BT 
delivers on its side of the bargain, is pro- 
gressively phase out this advantage from next 
year onwards, ending it altogether in 2001 
when BT will be allowed to compete on an 
entirely equal fooling. 

This would be a concession of consider- 
able importance to BT, the effect of which 
might be to halt any further cable investment 
in its tracks. Without its present competitive 
advantage over BT cable may feel disin- 
clined to complete the rest of the network. 
While it is true enough that the cable com- 
panies are a shower, having failed largely 
to capitalise on the opportunity they have 
been given, few would think it a good thing 
if all cable investment now came to a halt 

This is more especially the case, since 
whatever Labour thinks it has agreed with 
BT this is not a company about to provide 
an alternative by spending £15bn wiring up 


every household in Britain to the. super- 
highway. 

Actually, there seems to be .some confu- 
sion over what BT's side of the bargain is. 
The deal agreed bylbqy Blair at the Labour 
Party conference two years ago was that in 
return BT would connect schools, hospitals 
and libraries. The total cost of this quite lim- 
ited initiative would not be much more than 
£60m. Then there was also a vague promise 
by BT to do its best to develop a nationwide 
’‘broadband network’*. That would be much 
more costly — anything up to £15bn. 

If there ever was a BT blue print for such 
an ambitious national enterprise, it will now 
be gathering dust in some forgotten vault. 
BT has long since moved on. Its recent 
linkup with BSkyB is deliberately set up as 
an alternative to such investment, and for the 
time being this venture provides all the inter- 
activity BT wants. Having now linked up with 
the dominant supplier of subscription TV, its 
old network, outdated though it might be, 
wfll be sufficient for most purposes. 

In other words, it doesn't look as if this 
very considerable regulatory concession is 
going to buy the Government very much at 
all. Against the £60m of investment in 
schools, libraries and hospitals, the Gov- 
ernment must lake into account the possi- 
bility of a very considerable downside. 

Fust, there is the possibility that cable will 
give up its already half hearted chase alto- 


gether. Second, there is a strengthening of 
BT’s monopoly position in the market, pos- 
sibly in conjunction with that other great 
monopolist. BSkyB. Is this what Labour 
really wants? Our digital future dominated 
by a combination of BT and BSkyB, and 
dominated, moreover, via an old technology, 
out of date, copper wired network? 

So here's a bit of advice to New Labour. 
Never pul your trust.in a monopoly. They 
may seem to promise the earth but in truth 
they offer neither progress nor value. Don’t 
drift back to the bankrupt corpo racist val- 
ues of the 1970s. They didn’t work then, and 
they won't work now. lb the extent that BT 
is now one of Britain's world class compa- 
nies that we would all wish to support and 
nurture, it is because of competition and 
deregulation, not despite h. There may be 
a lot wrong with the present market driven 
approach to development of the super- 
highway. but giving BT and its allies the 
earth is not the answer. 


T ike many in the Gty, I’m waiting with 

J some apprehension to see what sort of 

approach Margaret Beckett and her new 
team at the Department of Trade and 
IndusUy are going to adopt on meigers. 
Philosophically, 1 suspect, they’d quite like 
to put the kibosh on the whole fee driven 
business. Certainly most of what they did in 


opfmsjtion would lead you to that view. 

Mrs Beckett was herself once very keen 
on the idea of reversing the public interest 
t«t, so that companies be required to prove 
their takeovers are in the public interest, 
rather than merely demonstrate they are not 
a g a ins t it. You don’t need to know much 
a ~°ut these matters to realise such an 
a PP T °3 c b would effectively have spelt the 
end of the mergers and acquisitions game. 
These things are impossible to prove one 
way or the other. 

As for Nigel Griffiths, the minister put 
directly in charge of competition policy, he 
used to be in favour of referring virtually 
everything to the MMC when in opposition, 
though admittedly this was a stance appar- 
ently dictated as much by his desire to rub- 
bish government decision making across the 
board as anything else. 

Even so. none of this bodes well for Gty 
corporate financiers. They’D just have to 
hope that the wiser counsel of New Labour 
eventually prevails. Of this, there is a rea- 
sonably good chance. Sir Gordon Borne, 
the director general of fair trading, has been 
charged by Mr Blair with conducting a 
review of most aspects of competition 
policy. And though Labour will want to 
toughen up the public interest tests a little, 
giving much greater priority to employmen l 
issues, root and branch reform of mergers 
policy seems unlikely. 


| BT rules out spending 
£15bn on cable network 


Chris Godsmark and 
Cathy Newman 

British Telecom yesterday ruled 
out investing £15bn to build a 
national information super- 
highway if the Government an- 
nounced an early end to 
restrictions banning the phones 
jfflnt from broadcasting enter- 
iStninem down hs local network. 

The comments came after the 
new National Heritage Secre- 
tary, Chris Smith, insisted that 
Labour was as committed as 
ever to its controversial “deal” 
with BT where it would consider 
an eariy end to the broadcast- 
ing ban if the company fulfilled 
its pledge to provide schools, 
hospitals and libraries with free 
high-capacity fibre-optic cable 
connections. 

Mr Smith also said he ex- 
pected BT J© move to extend the 
information superhighway 
across the UK. In an interview 
earlier this week with The In- 
dependeni he dearly signalled 


Heritage minister’s hopes for fibre- 
optic superhighway overtaken 
by events, says telecom giant 


he anticipated BT developing “a 
broadband communications 
network throughout the coun- 
try” going far beyond the orig- 
inal pledge to lay cables to 
.schools. BT has previously 
claimed it would cost £15bn to 
extend the superhighway to 
homes. 

The company said yesterday 
it was no longer considering ex- 
tending its fibre network beyond 
local telephone exchanges to 
homes, where low capadty 
copper wire was mostly used, 
claiming the issue had been 
transformed by new technology. 

“The idea of suddenly laying 
fibre across the whole country, 
which would mean-going back 
to the £15bn investment con- 
cept, just ain’t on any more. No 
one expects the development to 


be a single superhighway,' 1 said 
a spokesman. 

Under the present rules BT 
is prevented from broadcasting 
live entertainment down its 
core phone network until at 
least 2001, when the ban would 
be reviewed. Labour’s polity, 
modelled on recommendations 
from a Commons select com- 
mittee report three years ago, 
said the ban could disappear 
from 1998, seven years after the 
start of each cable franchise. 

Several cable operators were 
yesterday disappointed, though 
not surprised, by Mr Smith's 
latest overture. Steve M&gner, 
group managing director of 
NTL said he had already writ- 
ten to Mr Smith and hoped to 
be involved in the any discus- 
sions with BT “Chris Smith's 



Under threat: Cable firms’ plans are based on BT broadcasts being banned until 2001 


proposed talks would, I hope, 
also include members of the 
cable industry.” 

Other cable groups also 
doubted BT's commitment to 
extend its fibre network. Gra- 
ham Willace, chief executive of 
Cable & Wireless Communi- 
cations, accused BT of wanting 
to destabilise the cable compa- 
nies. “It’s an enormous threat 
if BT were to talk to customers 
about delivering broadcast ser- 
vices but they haven’t got close 
to doiog that. They are malting 
a lot of noise about it though.” 

Analysts said removing the 
broadcasting ban early could 
prejudice the cable company's 
investment plans. Mathew 
Horsman, from stockbrokers 
Henderson Crossthwaite, said 
the move would be ill-advised: 
“It would dearly be unfriir to the 
cable operators who based their 
business plans on the assump- 
tion that BT would be kept out 
of the market- until 2001. Any 
earlier date would jeopardise 
the build-out of cable.” 

BT can point with some 
justification to technological 
changes which have dramatically 
increased the amount of infor- 
mation it can send down its local 
copper wire network, a form of 
technology which dates back to 
the turn of the century. An in- 
teractive trial in Colchester and 
Ipswich last year, involving 2^00 
homes, offered feature films 
and home shopping services by 
compressing television signals 
into digital information. The pic- 
ture quality was similar to the 
VHS video standard 

Since the trial more ad- 
vanced forms of digital com- 
pression have emerged, though 
BT would still need to spend 
billions of pounds to provide a 
national service. The invest- 
ment would upgrade part of the 
local network, extending fibre 
to the street corner but leaving 
the final copper element 
undisturbed 


Brent Walker’s 
£lm pay-off 


IN BRIEF 


£ John Wfflcock 


nt Walker, the belting shops 
ip struggling under 
t burden, paid the former 
d of its pub division John 
ckenbury£lmi°f“£^ 

3 n when he left last year. 

[r Brackenbuiy then re- 
rrged as chairman of the 
master group just a couple 
souths later, after tiie chain 
been sold for £ 171 m to a 
iortium headed by NatWest 


spokesman for Brent 
mu vesterday 
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preaching the end of its so 
called “work-out”, having been 
rescued by Hs banks from col- 
lapse in 1991. The question 
that remains is when precisely 
its banks are prepared to crys- 
tallise a likely £400m loss. 

The pressure is now on either 
to sell or float the l,70CTWiIliam 
Hill betting shops, since the 
arrangement with the banks 
for £lbn of loans runs out at the 
end of the year. Bass, which 
owns the 930-strong Coral bet- 
ting shops chain, is widely 
tipped as a possible bidder, 
while Brent Walker could oth- 
erwise reverse William Hfilmto 
a shell or. find a merger partner. 

Brent Walkers advisers. 
Close Brothers, are drawing up 
the disposal options in a report 
which they intend represent to 
the board by the summer. 

Lloyds Bank leads the bank 
syndicate for William H3L while 
Standard Chartered and Sven- 
ska Handelsbanken are also 
heavily exposed to the group. 
Brent Walkers shares are cur- 
rently worth just 2p. 

The stark reality of the group's 
future is spelt out in the annu- 
al report '‘Various options for 
realising the company’s invest- 
ment in William Hill are under 
consideration and if ok of these 
options were re be successfully 
concluded the directors would 
consider the company's exit op- 
tions, including liquidation.” 


Virgin loses out to Prism on 'rail slots’ 

Virgin has lost the first battle over access to train “slots” in the 
privatised rail industry to rival operator Prism. The Rail Regula- 
tor John Swift announced yesterday that South Wales and Wfest 
Railway, which is run by Prism, would be allowed to operate services 
between Manchester and Penzance and Portsmouth and Liverpool 
this summer rather than the Vh^n-owned Cross Country Haros. 

Oftei says BT service breaches licence 

The telephones watchdog, Oftei, yesterday said British Tfelecom 
had breached its operating b'cence by offering its Call Minder an- 
swering service, much records messages for a £5-a-quarter fee. 
Don Crm'ckshank. the telephones regulator, said BT was oper- 
ating the service in a way which prevented rival providers from 
entering the market with competing products. However, Mr Cruick- 
shank feared prices to consumers could rise if BT were forced to 
put Call Minder on a separate accounting basis. Call Minder has 
more than half a million customers and is expanding rapidly. 

Orange customer base rises to 930,000 

Orange, the UK’s newest mobile phone network, yesterday revealed 
that its customer base had expanded to 930,000, an increase of 
36,000 since the end of March. It means Orange has continued 
its strong growth levels which m the first three months of the year 
outstripped those of its rival networks. 

Tring convenes egm over chairman 

Ting In ternat ional Group is calling a extraordinary general meet- 
ing at the request of interests associated with former joint chief 
executives; Mark Frey and Jay Chernov who, with family inter- 
ests, have a 20 per cent stake in the company. Tring said the egm, 
which will be convened by 29 May, was requested lo consider a 
proposal to remove Joe BoUom, nan-executive chairman, Philip 
Robinson, chief executive, Steve Porter, finance director and non- 
executive director, Robert Leigh. 

Tibbett & Britten approaches Applied 

*nbbett& Britten Group PLC said it is in discussions with Applied 
Distribution Group PLC which may lead to an all-share oner for 
ipiied Distribution. The offer, if made, would value each Applied 
Distribution share at a price of approximately 48 pence, Tibbett 
& Britten said in a statement. 


Who will be in EMU? The financial markets' view 
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French election 
seen as crucial 


Magnus Grmtond 
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Labour's historic decision to give 
the Bank of England effective 
control over interest rates may 
have made waves in Britain this 
week, but it seems to have done 
nothing to improve the Iike- 
liebood of economic and mon- 
etary union going ahead on 
time. Talking yesterday on the 
49th anniversary of the Scfauman 
declaration which launched the 
great European project, our 
panel continued to regard the 
outcome of the French elections 
as far more 4 important to the fu- 
ture of EMU. 

Alison Cottrell of Paine Web- 
ber summed up the likely effects 
of the Chancellor, Gordon 
Brown's, cessation of control 
over monetary policy. “If it 
helps the European brother- 
hood, then that helps make 
EMU more likely, but if a cen- 
tre left government [is returned 
in France] then it becomes ir- 
relevant." 

Martin Brookes of Goldman 
Sachs was one of several who 
pointed out that Mr Brown's 


move to cut the political bonds 
of the Bank of England was not 
yet sufficient to satisfy the re- 
quirements of the Maastricht 
Treaty. 

With the consensus still that 
the UK will not join in the first 
wave in 1999, the attention of 
our pundits remains firmly fo- 
cused on France, where opinion 
polls suggest the gap between 
right and left has narrowed to 
almost nothing. The received 
wisdom is that a victory for the 
socialists could delay EMU as 
the Germans would not ac- 
cede re their terms, but the pic- 
ture is for from clear cut 

On the plus side for the early 
integrationists, the polls are 
still showing a wafer-thin ma- 
jority for the Gaullists, while 
Graham Bishop of Salomon 
Brothers pointed to ages of 
fragmentation on the left after 
the Communists appeared re 
harden their stance on EMU. 
Against that, Michael Lewis of 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell ten- 
tatively suggested French na- 
tional holidays may be 
distorting the polls. 
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Footsie passes 4,600 as institutions bank on financials 

The furious stampede into Alliance & Leicester, how- KMH market REPORT ifS** ^ 3jp *° 



Taking Stock 



The furious stampede into 
fi nancia ls sent Rjotsie soaring 
■£Bstthe4,600 milestone, Id what 
has been a remarkable four-day 
week for blue chips the index 
junmed more than 170 points. 

New York injected a cau- 
tionary note into yesterday’s 
proceedings. ft opened with a 
fjourish but then moved into 
negative territory, pulling 
Footsie from its 4,646 high to 
4,630.9, up 50.5. 

The latest headlong rush 
into money shares saw finan- 
cials capturing 14 of the top 20 
— GRE, the insurer, led the 


HSBC bid rumours again go- 
ing the rounds, was runner, up 
with a 33p advance to 635 Jp. 

. Others in awe-inspiring form 
included Barclays, up 46p to 
l,255p; HSBC 62 to 
l,857.5p, with Dresdner Idem- 
wort Benson signalling a £21 
target, and Abbey National 
28-5p to 913p. 


Alliance & Leicester, how- 
ever, ran out of enthusiasm. 
After hitting 655p the shares 
ended unchanged at 62fip as 
some of the members who re- 
sisted the lure of the institu- 
tional auctions derided to cash 
in their chips. 

The insatiable appetite in- 
stitutions are (lisplaying for 
financials is. in some quarters, 
creating unease. For years 
many were reluctant to get too 
deeply involved. 

Now with the financial sec- 
tor being enlarged by the rush 
of conversions they are, as the 
herd instinct takes over, falling 
over themselves to get stock 
and paying some exceedingly 
fancy prices. 

Christie’s International, the 
fine art auctioneer, firmed to 
30L5p as Joseph Lewis, the 
mega rich Bahamas-based en- 
trepreneur, lifted his stake to 
29.57 per cent Almost certainty 
the shares came from "Wat- 
mougfis, the struggling printer 


MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


which sold 3 million at 295 p, 
netting a £5to profit It was not 
enough to induce interest in its 
shares, off Up to 275p. 

The company said last 
month interim profits would be 
lower, a warning which sent its 
shares crashing $7-5p. 

The J Sainsb ury /Marks & 
Spencer meat alliance story- fell 
from its hook as Marks offered 
a complete rebuttal A spokes- 
women said: “Its absolute non- 
sense; there is no truth in it 
whatsoever.” 

Safeway, the supermarket 
chain with results next week, 
gave up 5p to 338p as SBC War- 
burg was said to have turned 
negative. Profits of around 
£4 25m (£401 in) are likely. 


BT, reflecting The Indepen- 
dent report of Government 
talks to allow a move into 
entertainment broadcasting, 
was at one time 4p higher at 
454_5p. But criticism from Of- 
tel over its Call Minder an- 
swering service left the shares 
at 45 Up, up Ip. 

Engineer APV climbed 
above the Siebe bid to 106.5p 
as speculators bankedon a rival 
offer. Applied Distribution ad- 
vanced 6p to 42p with libber 
& Britten emerging as the 
likely bidder with, its seems. 
43p the likely price. 

The bidder for Cullens, the 
convenience stores chain, is 
Administore, owners, of Eu- 
ropa Foods. It is offering 28p 


BSkyB fell 9ip to 586p as 20 
million shares were placed by 
Goldman Sachs at 582p. 

Allied Domecq was another 
in doleful form, falling 8 p to 
42S.5p. Interim results are due 
on Tuesday and the market is 
fretting that figures, expected 
to be moderately lower, will be 
accompanied by talk of fiat 
drink profits. 

PiDdngton edged forward 
Ip to II5p. There is some ex- 
citement developing in the war- 


rants. They rose 3-25p to J5-5p; 
last month they tut an lL25p 12 
month low. The warrants con- 
vert in a year’s time at 120p. 

Shield Diagnostic produced 
another confident statement 
about its AFT product for de- 
tecting heart problems. The 
shares, which have more than 
halved from their 805p Feb- 
ruary peak, rallied 5 Op to 
4472>p. 

Toad, up 9p to 50p, contin- 


ued to enjoy life with Noel Ed- 
monds. who has concluded an 

up to £600,000 deal with the car 
security group. 

Tying International, the 
sn uggling music group, held at 
lip as former executives de- 
manded the removal of four di- 

rectors inciudingchairman Joe 
Bolton. Mark Frev and Jay 
Cbemow, with around 20 per 
cent of the capital have de- 
manded a shareholder meeting 
to vote on the proposed board 
changes. The shares have fall- 
en from 39p a year ago and 
from I51p in 1994. 

Allied Leisure, the 10 pm 
bowling chain, fell 4p to 31p. 
Worries about trading and 
changes such as the minimum 
wage have lowered theshares 
fiom 59 Jp earlier this year. 

Media Business held at 
7.25p. Stockbroker Granville 
Davies believes the shares are 
attractive, suggesting profits of 
£L5m for the year just ended 
and £L73m this year. 


c 


jj Eur pcamp, offering camp-'; ' 
ing holidays in France, is 
holding at its year's high of * 
•246p with a mixture of take-^ - 
over trading hopes m flfe .- . 
eating the shares. Acquisitive 
Airtours, with a similar 
atkm to Earocsmp, hovers 
on the Wd horizon. Steel Nbng t 
ter John SiddaiPs j 

stems largely from toatfing ^ 
considerations andanaljwtfe 
Audrey Carroll expects prof^* 
its of £llm this ywur against*/ 
£ 93m last time. The shares^ ', 
were I625p in November. 

□Frost, the petrol retailer £ ' 
squeezed unmerciftilly by thjj' 

industry giants, is on course- 

to nearly double profits. - 

Credit Lyonnais Lalng ana- £•- 
lyst Ian Jermfax expects 
profits to reach £Zlm this « i 
year against £10.4m last yeah 
He is looking for £24Jm in >' 
1998. The shares are 124.5p v* 
against the 269.5p before tinyV 
petrol price war erupted. 
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Hill’s agony 
should only 
last to end 
of season 
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Hawks hunt 
down Jordan 


Motor racing 

DERICK ALLSOP 
reports from Monte Carlo 

Perhaps it just wasn't what Da- 
mon Hill expected yesterday. 
Certainly H was outrageously 
over the top, even by Monaco's 
standards: a parade of celebs and 
wannabe celebs in costumes you 
can only assume were dscarded 
by Elton John and Madonna. 

Sponsors' functions arepart of 
a racing driver's job and HID prob- 
ably looked no less at ease than 
Sergei Bubka and Catherine 
Oxenberg, two other “ambas- 
sadors" of this commercial en- 
terprise. Prince Albert, of course, 
had seen and done it all before. 

H3L, however, had seemed es- 
pecially restless down at the cir- 
cuit and flaunting with the 
peacock set was patently not his 
idea of preparation for tomor- 
row’s Monaco Grand Prix. 

Formula One's reigning 
champion has much on his 
mind, and when he has it shows. 
Four races and no finishes adds 
up to a depressing start with Ar- 
rows- Yamaha, the more so 
when Williams -Ren a ult, the 
team that rejected him, remain 
pre-eminent and Jordan-Feu- 
geot, the team he rejected, have 
emerged as the coming force. 

Being seen at breakfast yes- 
terday with Eddie Jordan in- 
evitably activated the gossips, 
particularly since this was Mona- 
co’s traditional rest day. There 
was irony, too, in the words of 
Patrick Head, who along with 
Frank Williams decided Hill 
should be replaced In theuv 
team by Heinz-Harald Frentzen. 

Head subscribes to the general . 
belief that the 36-year-old Eng- 
lishman will be a man in demand 

for next season. HiU has already 
indicated he intends to secure a 
competitive drive, be it at Arrows 
or with another team, and Head 
anticipates he will have his wish. 

He suggests a potential desti- 
nation for him could be 
McLaren-Mercedes who re- 
cently reached agreement with 
WDliams over the transfer of their 
chief designer. Adrian Newey. 

Head, Williams’ technical 
director, said: “Damon is one of 
the best in Formula One, one 
of the top drivers in the world, 
and teams are looking for top 
drivers. I'm sure hell be in a 
competitive car next season. 


- Damon's a well sorted 
enough type of person not to 
want to spend his life in the mid- 
dle and back of the grid. I'm sure 

he would rather be at home with 
his wife and kkte than doing that 
"As he said himself, he will 
want to be in a more competi- 
tive situation and 1 expect him 
to be. Either Tom Walkinshaw 
will convince him he will have the 
car he wants at Arrows next sea- 
son, or he will find it elsewhere. 

“Now that Adrian Newey is 
at McLaren, it wouldn’t surprise 
me if be had an opportunity 
there. Prost is another possibil- 
ity, although their car is essen- 
tially a Benetton and it depends 
what their new car w31 be like." 

Hill has been linked also 
with Sauber and Benetton, but 
the former are unlikely to meet 
his technical requirements and 
the boss of the latter, Flavio Bri- 
atore. Head suspects, may not 
represent an obvious soul-mate. 

As for Eddie Jordan’s camp: 
“If Damon had gone to Jordan, 
he would have been running at 
the front and possibly winning 
races,” Head said. Jordan agrees. 

One team apparently not 
preparing a bid for Hill in 1998 
is Williams. Head professed him- 
self content with the progress of 
Frentzen, who had his maiden 
victory at the San Marino Grand 
Prix a fortnight ago. 

Head said: “We’re happy with 
Heinz-Harald and I believe he’ll 
be more involved in the cham- 
pionship situation from now on. 
He didn’t panic when things were 
not going right for him. He’s a 
together kind of guy and has a 
nice dry sense of humour." 
Another experienced judge of 
. these matters, Ken Tyrrell, 
added his supportive voice to 
Hill’s cause. He said: “H31 is cer- 
tainly one of the top three dri- 
vers in the world today, behind 
Michael Schumacher and 
Jacques VHleneuve." 

Schumacher, Villeneuve, 
Frentzen and perhaps Johnny 
Herbert, quickest in practice on 
Thursday, are expected to be 
embroiled in the contest for 
pole position when business 
resumes today, an advantage 
nowhere more crucial than on 
these narrow, twisting streets. 

Schumacher and Ferrari have 
yet to record a win this season. 
They may not have to wait much 
longer. HD dare not even torment 
himself with such a thought 
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BaskotoaH 


Michael Jordan and the Chica- 
go Bulls- experienced a new 
sensation on Thursday — defeat 
on their home turf hi a National 
Association play-off for the 
first time since 1995. 

Uns Atlanta Hawks took the 
reigning champions by the 
horns, winning 163-95 at the 
United Center m Chicago to tie 
thebest-of-seven game Eastern 
Conference semi-finals 1-2. 
Steve Smith and Moolrie Blay- 
lock did the damage. Smith 
scoring 27 points ana Blaylock 
26, including ei ght back-break- 
ing three-pointers. 

Jordan collected 27 points 
and Scottie Pippen 24, but nei- 
ther could rescue .Chicago in the 
second half as they had in pre- 
vious plaji-off games. 

Atlanta, who could have won 
the first encounter, but lost 100- 
97 on Pippen ’s late three-point- 
er and Jordan’s 20 third-quarter 
points, host games three and 
four today and tomorrow before 
the series returns to Chicago 
next TUesday. 

The Bulls won 69 regular sea- 
son games but finished with 
three defeats in the last four and 
have not looked like the team 
who lost only 10 games out of 
72 last season and rolled 
through the play-offs to their 
fourth title in six years. 

The Bulls crowd could not 


befieve their eyes wben At 


.-1 V 


Bolls tasting 68-67 and three 
minutes left m the third quar- 
ter. A 19-3 run took the Hawks 
into the lead, 86-71, with Chris 
tian Laettner scoring four of hfe 

18 points and Mutombo five of 

bis 19. 

"The BuIls a^in tried to ral- 
ly behind Jordan and Pippen, 
but after they made h 93-86. 
Laettner-scored chi a drive and 
Smith hit two free throws to pul 
the Hawks comfortably in front 
with lmin 26sec left. 

After losing the two opening 
games, the Los Angeles Lakers 
were always ahead in beating 
the visiting Utah Jazz 104-84 in 
game three of the Western 
Conference semi-final. 

ShaquiQe O’Neal was limit- 
ed to LI points and 10 re- 
bounds before being ejected, 
but reserve Kobe Bryant le$v 
baJanccd Lakers attack with 

19 points - all but two in the 
fourth quarter. \bn Exel added 
17 points and Elden Campbell 
scored 14. 

O'Neal played only 18 min- 
utes before being called for two 
technical fouls and getting an 
automatic ejection with 736 left. 
The Lakers, however, were 
safely ahead. 

-Portland Trail Blazers, who. 
were beaten by the Lakers 3-1 
in die first-round Western Con- 
ference series, have dismissed 
their coach p J Carlesmo. 


Bradford set out to 
settle old score 



Street fife: Damon Hifl, the defending champion who has never won a grand prix in the Principality guides his 
Arrows-Yamaha round the twisting roads of Monte Carlo Photograph: John Marsh/Emplcs 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADFIELD 

Modi attention tomorrow night 
will focus on how the Bradford 
Bulls will recover from their 
Wembley disappointment. An 
equally intriguing question is 
haw a second successive Silk 
Cut Challenge Cup final victo- 
ry will affect St Helens. 

By a glorious piece of fixture 
planning, the “best two rugjby 
sides in the northern hemi- 
sphere," as the Bulb' coach, 
Matthew EOiott, has called tnem, 
meet again at Odsal eight days 
after the final. On the face of it, 
the loss of Robbie Paul with a 
foot injury which Elliott says will 
rule him out for at least a month, 
strikes a blow to foe BuUs' title 
hopes, but Saints' coach. Shaun 
McRae, is waxy, especially after 
the late team changes Elliott 
made before the final. 

“I’ve heard a whisper that 
Paul might play," he said. “I 
don’t really expect jt, but it 
wouldn’t astonish me. In any 
case, I think Bradford go into 
this match with a lot of advan- 


tages. They are at home, and we 
haven’t forgotten them sticking 
50 points on us last season." 

McRae also expects reveira 
to come jL “It can be easier Br 
pick yourself up than get your 
feet tick on the ground," he said. 

Saints will still be without 
Alan Hunte. Steve Prescott, 
Anthony Sullivan and Chris 
Joynt were all having tests today, 
but all are expected to play in a 
match that could put the Bulls 
four points dear of St Helens. 

Tvvo other clubs with top four 
aspirations, Salford and Leeds, 
meet at The Willows, but tomor- 
row is also a pivotal day at the 
foot of the table. Castlefond will 
climb out of last place if they beat 
Paris at home, and they could 
hardly have a better chance. 

Paris sacked their coach, Pe- 
ter Mulholland, this week and 
there are growing doubts about 
the sustainability of the one dub 
that makes European Super 
League european. Castlefonfs 
new coach, Stuart Raper, will be 
eager to seize on the disarray of 
a side that is being coached on 
a caretaker basis by its captain, 
David O'Donnell. 



HYPERION 

6JD5 Embankment &35 Bishops Castle 
7j 05 Brave Tornado 7.35 Mister Horatio 
8 j 05 Lucky Eddie &35 Apachee Flower 

GOING: Good (Good lo Soft tn plows). 

■ Left-hand, sharp, enurae wiLh shon run-in. 

H Course feN of town cm A380. Nrolon Alibotmodon lm. 
ADMISSION: TouenaDs S IV. Course £Ci. Arrompanlcd 
unfer- 1 60 frw*. CAR PARK: On rsQs 5 1 W, remainder rnw. 
RUNKEKED PIBST TIME: Bamnr Street ivtscrol), Ftow- 
Ing Elver (7 JB 1 . 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Embankment 
lU.Ofi) wou at Lndop on Monday; Fellow &ou.(7.:K1 won 
U HotnJwtt potnirto-pooK on Sanmtay. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Baylord Prince ( 8 /Ui) h*s 
been sod 190 mfloi Iff Mia J Ewr from Irws, Earn Sussex. 

i£fu;l CORPORATE CUS NOVICE 
L™~J HURDLE (CLASS D) P^A] 
£3300 added 2m If 

1 <421 BBAMMBft (&) N HBftJerar 7 U 6 

MAR&0HM 

2 5 1 TARRAGON (73?fl 0 Sswaocl 7 110 — I A McCarthy 

3 P *RSiaNnAffiOT(R9BB*Br5110._va«eiy 

4 OOP RNN. SCORE (42) P Fand 7 10 9 TtbsoaoM 

5 00 NEARLY A SCORE (TO} C Siting 5 10 9 IDtlay 

6 PRESS MMN (flAd) P ttaywanl 5 10 9 BMMm 

- s dedmd - 

BEIHX 8 : 8-11 Ortankment 7-2 Tw™»», 8-1 Koarty * Score, 
12-1 Wastwn Reybojr, Rnal Seam, Prats kffkt 

leqc l HORSES AWAY RACING f «2|CY 
°-°°l cLUB H’CAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) 2m 110yds 

1 23P034 BEMI BAB1IARO [28) Pj P Wchtfc 10 11 10 

MAFBtfMUB 

2 105142 BISHOPS CASTIE CIO) R Host 9 10 7 IA«t 

3 S2-5U1 EVEWK RNN (28) tCO) R H9d^9 11 10 3 

TDBSCHte 

4 1 WM 0 CUURS H 1 IMNUB. (14) (D) R Pncock 10 10 0 

J>JKswna 0 i(G) 

5 0-3P13 mWS1HEIK(7flm{8llTGeai^l2WO 

_S Fata 

G P5FP5F WNCtTS DQJOHP5) RB*»r9 10 0 VSMlBfj- 

-8 dodnred- 

h&wnam lOO. fm- ftsnrfcao OaOp Brrrvnxi Sa 

13b. mats fte LA 93 SB. TOfjgtrt D&$t 99 W. 

BEITM& »4 Beau BAtaid. 3-1 Btafcfi CaNta, 7-2 EwuNnfiRah. 
S.1 ItaU Tto Life, 8-1 BHp Enwnl, 10-lTa^-s IWWrt 


[755lCARLNB«HA*BW)IWL WW 
HANPICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS q £4,850 added 2m 6 f 
1 4-2164 ECHODEJM6ES(RQ(200)AHaUs512 0 


2 AW10 B»WETOWUI»{37)GB*Mefll2 0 B Fenton 

3 500546 MOlflHS OUT (7) MUHIM0491O 1 IFUDqr 

4 1J1P22 BUSKET lEtO n) (CO) (BF) Mr> S IMblG 9 10 4 _ 

B Tunny 8 

5 405135 RHVIHI WO BUK5 (25) R Bidder 7 10 0 

GSwtafB) 

6 -40501 COUNmftMtQUM ( 66 ) (D) R Hadps5 100 

Tnnmnbfl 

7 5F-2TO IWMV COOPER mwiBVba« 6100 -ERimB 

-7 dectand- 

Mrafnun lOst r»ne fwifcsp »c»s: f»*On,VM BMs 99 
2t. Cdoray Tatjufri 8s an, Tammy Cooper 8a 4ft. 

BETUNB: 7-4 Bran Tornado, 7-2 Moving Oat, S-l Bbskat Hero, 
7-1 Rhythm tad Bines, 6-1 Eta DeJamm, Courtly Tanjeta. 16- 
1 Tonany Cooper 

I 7 « I TOTNES AND BRIDGE- Lcaryl 
Lf^rJTOWN NOVICE HUNTER 

CHASE (CLASS H) £3^350 2m 5f 130yd 

1 WT12 MBJH)H0R*no»Wl«*712 7_l«rlllMb{7) 

2 RJ1HJP 104TS flao* SOW (14) BB0 Carter 9 12 7 

Mr T Dank (7) 

3 F4-1P3 RJU.AUKTC1A} M&S YougO 12 2MteSYrag(7) 

4 RP-521 raH0RSE(99){CSB MsaAHJWnJOoroli 1012 2 

MrL Jeftarf (T) 

5 P22513 MOTSMBmON (14) UsC Hitsq) 10 120 

Hr M l=rttti [7) 

6 FWW4 BORROW STREET (<) C l Tatati 7 12 0 

Ik J Hoard (7) V 

7 600*41 C0NE1V GMJE (48) Us S Wlaodi 10 12-0 

Mr I MUcnabe (7) 

8 11F5-1' feiow SJOUX (7) S S«*re 10 12 □ 

Ur I Damien 7) 

9 -4F440 (UMRHG RMEB (UQ N R UUd 11 12 0 

Mr N R MtdMl (7) B 

10 PFF-R4 HBBOiyvnM(2a)JH0lllavWie712 0 

J* Route (7) 

11 .19211 «(8T0RUS(14)Vl>nnnl7 120 — JlrJJdualS) 
12241112 MYHWET (7) P Geeteg 10 12 0 .-Mr N Hmrii (7) 
13 /U12-P JCWSM EXPRESS {7) J LOBi 12 11 9 


| o ne I HAPPY 50TH BfftTHDW ^1^ 
1™! RICHARD BRINSLEY 

NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £4*950 
added 2m 110yds 

1 263321 UJCXr&XIECWnPRttHtfHfi ClboMy 

2 0PPP4 MM VHIH JOT (13 A Hobbs 6 110 RteH 

3 P431D4 HUSnCfUCHrCUBmLVtaR 10110 —-. 

* -30430 STEER P0WT (4Q R Fiat 6 U 0 IRart 

5 51-4U0 TIGHT RST Ufl MSS H ^4 7110 1 FTMey 

B IP#& lOVStfMCIEMOCBnBrSllO.MHSVndhny 

7 nw EMU3rcnnSE(79'7)KBafevU)109 

»RMttv(7) 

8 FW-5 SraOTON R.YHI [S7) US Ho«e 7 10 9 

^IRR«M»r(T) 

P flQClMOd 

8EIHNQ; 11-8 lodqr EMi, 3-ingte FW, llr2 Ba*y Mh, 8- 
1 Ran Httb Joy, 12-1 StaerPoW, 14-1 TOaTi Apache, 20-1 Rm- 
tie FB04. Strata Ryv 

|o«l BLAZE OF GLORY HANDICAP HUR- 
|OlOO| tCLASS F) £2,575 3m 3f 

1 38F-R3 retSWtVEWpj)!CD)rSaiey711ia. — 

MrRMM*(7> 

2 -4G6P5 AMBUOMWEMORIES {7} (CO) Ms B VMng 7 10 9 — 


3 025462 NPWCHS FUMBt (3) H B KaM 7 10 7M A Rtzgmld 

4 FF4P45 NCX7HEH«NBI(1« (CJWGM Timer 12 104 _ 








14 1M21 TtC«rTOTT« MOON ^ Us J Scot 7 119 

- JteJM Prfleliaid (7) 

-lAdKteol- 

BErme 11-4 MUsrltertio, 1M Hetecu, Hjterart,aJ.nB( 
Tore*. Ifrl Ml NH, Itetat lb Tte Moao, 12-Htert Ettel Star. 
Barn 9nrt, Caraedy EMgte. ISnl attan 


5 02S000 WHISOHNBr n C E0BlBn 7 10 2 _____ 

SgpMtMfctajCTS 

B 60333P USER OUW (US4)(21) A Hobbs 11 10 2 — RGmna 

7 032P-4 RGHffS USS (42} M J WMkn 7 ID 0 -T Dncsmbe 

8 30060 UUGHDOO (14) R lea 9 10 0 BFttrtoo 

9 U0-404 lUDORTCMH{7)KB«h0|)91OO SBum«h 

10 F0-602 RnURDreMCECaO)JAEmr9100 Bfomny 

11 -U331F PMBECX POUT (20) K MrM 7 100 M6dlMte(7) 

-Udnctaai- 

Mnhun we^c IOsl Dus hmasap v/Ogvs ftajfs loss MI2&. 
LougtXn 9B1U, Mor nam 9a Obi Bajtaf fthca ftst 3b Asbeefc 

BEJTMB: 2-1 Perrioi Wan, 7-Utateomnemorie*, RUagTa tea*, 
8-1 TtenrTiiraa, 10-1 A>ac te aBw«ra.Hkfc Tte DraaaiacWiRa- 
boannt, Dgar Cter, 14-1 atten 

■ Weanl King lads for the fourth Irish victory of his 
carter in tomorrow's Amethyst Stakes at Leopardstown. 
Sir Mark Prescott’s grand servant, who gained the 14th 
success of his 31-race career in last mouth’s Leicester- 
shire Stakes at Leicester, tackles ax rivals in the 

IROLOODiaddedcne-imleoontecL The as-year-tAi, need- 
ing a win to take his career earnings past £200 JXftwiU 
be ridden by Michael Kinane as bis regular partner, 
George Dnffleld, is on naWc-companion Red Camel- 
lia in the French 1,000 Guineas at Longchamp. 


HYPERION 

5L20 Above The Cut 5u50 Snowy Petrel &20 
Chief Mouse &50 Isis Dawn 720 Garrytough 
730 Prince Buck &20 Doug Eng 

GOING: Good. 

■ Left-hand course. Bun-in of 240 yards. 

■ CouaebWaf dly on B4095. Buses trotn sudons al 
Warwick (lm) and L e a min gton Spa (2m). ADMISSION: 
(Bub £12 (16 to 24-frar-olds SO); Ttetasalb SB; Coime 
SO. CAB PAR K: S3. 

BUNKEBKD FIRST TIME: Damera IVaaaare (7A0). 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: Prtaee Botk fTiO) 
non at SooUnvd on Monday. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Woodstock Wandercr 
(8 JO) has been sent 176 allies by P Bowen Cram Harerfind- 
we*, DyfcdL 

e Ofil FUSILIER HANDICAP HURDLE 
l (CLASS E) £2£25 added 2m 

1 000004 S4KCB.(US4m CD) FJottanfilllO — DBjras 

2 662152 ABOVE THE CUT (US4) (U) P) C Mortal* 5 113 


3 1-6F BODMtmS H N BattagB 6 ID 10 ICaMy 

4 -0363P Sdf«ZZlEpi)KBnds*3»6109 Gita** 

5 43U LUaorwaBnPHoU84109 W Marta 

6 nrozz KutzH»na«(D)EOMnjiaiioi04 jtnwuta 

BCTTVffi: UL8 Mxan The Cat, 11-4 LiKky Arcber, 5-1 Mrtmo- 
bug. 8-1 Sta CM. 7-1 Bodartaae, 1£H Sctaonla 

c en| F1YW6 HACI^LE NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4,075 added 2m 

1 /35660 «DSAIli40)CD)J&ensil0110 GBndtay 

2 00P4T QUMBStUWD V0U1H (IB) VftG C Canx 6 11 0 

3 asm uuatMimf; ricnegia*9iio 

MtaADa**{7} 

4 P66633 0U1 REPHOOD IS Mb L Wang t n 10 11 0 


5 WF44 RHCOOFTHOUGWITfajPOiarra^eilO 

MrCBbrt 

6 -OOm UDT ROSSWY (M) RJ Was 7 10 9 — 341 H 

7 5F25P0 «PfeiUSr(3^mJO3w510S 


[fi-ortl OTH OF FOOT HANDICAP feg jKtt a 
FTDLE (CLASS E) £2^25 EMM 
added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 323130 LORD MOrtBtaOOai (17) J Neib 7 11 12 

A P McCoy 

2 Offlll CM7M0US{U)n FJortan4112 (Otana 

3 120601 CROUSOOUUBUOin JJvta 7 110 SR* 

4 22HW PfMEOFI*E(173)JEirtBce7105_-_AMdtai 

5 2QZ20> CESBJT FORCE (MHQG Rmo 810 3__Gtafl*B 

6 46343 SUPHtRAFEROTG Hlttert 610 0 RJobMon 

-6dacland- 

BEITR 8-4 CMaT Hons, 4-1 lonl Mciftaratf, 5-1 Orcw 
Cokan, 13-2 Piter Of Ufa, Srperteytar, 10-1 Deceit Fares 

rj^ej\| BLUE MACWTif NOVICE 
1 0,JV J HTXE (CLASS E) £3^00 ESSES 
added 2m 4f UQyds 

1 01 «S0MMlca)6NeMxnba5111 PHael 

2 1 0- MBERMNRE (4Z9) T Raster 6 11 0 lOsboma 

3 1-5542 MCJEC-raUMK (7) MBafett* 8110 _F Hal* B 

4- 6 BETWUSHRE(2q MaN MacaJ*5 11 0-SWyns 

5 6543R BLAZMS DOVE (5tQ A E PDce 6 11 0 ^Altetaa 

6 562 EUMMB ROCK (3J3) Mas H KNgK 5 11 0 _J CsBo* 

7 OOA CROCRMMQHU. (1SS) K Bndptar 6 11 0____ 

8 1 EOffi AHEAO [120) t Ibcman Jon« 7 11 0 


6 UP5tQQ 'BBBEMDUHCl5) (O) C Books 11 10 3 ___C tan* 

7 2156P2 ■BSSDlSKHCiqRSudilerS 102 BFaml 

8 12F533 IBMr PANTO [14) C araote 8 10 0 SIMM 

BETTMea-lCartao 8011 , 7-2 Mte Itas. S-lSo«b 

Strony, Many Panto, 10-1 Alo Gaoyget tag Ben Dnn, 18-1 Har- 
Ui braaU* 

fTEnl NORMANDY NOVICE LCKY] 

f,w l rawrar chase (class t&x'j 

H) £1350 added 3m 2f 

1 2-11F1 PM4CEHUCK(5)MJFWwB712 7JWPH*l*«P) 

2 2B-P52 BBtllfirMANin 113) MLkyd 812 0 

NrEHmlT) 

3 0-0U13 DMMERS TREASURE (21) B Sterna* 11 12 0 

MrMH*rit(7) B 

4 mill IMRIQNRM27)Us5))teel412 0.J»JM>ar(7) 

.5 W5ffV PQUtSICE5(21)RJbi0esartU12O 

Ca*Rh0tasnt(7) 

6 /1-1F1 TRUE FORTUNE (14) J Moore 7 12 0 Mr DS Janos (7) 

7 P-2WF VHW OARJHG (a) J Hire 7 12 0 _JtaSStaratt(7) 
B 3Q0J KEUynNO (62) P R B 11 9 Mr P Scott (T) 

-Sdadarad- 

BETnHS: 6-4 Pitaca Book, 9-4 Dortoa IS, 54 Rob Fortune, 10- 
1 Dram Ttaw. lBiftiy D*b«, Mbta, SM BenO* Manor, 


8 66342U W rr mHM .C8WRaaa*51fl8JtTteirtnnB 

9 33F445 VOTE UJ» M D Aftiimat 5 10 8 Mdfc* 

-9dsd*ad- 

S-2 Sway Patrai, 3-1 Uorda Ira, 44. AJpbia Mlit, S- 
llndyRoMbB*. 10-1 Ho*i Darteb, Mart M11m04R,U-l 
Moral, 14-1 attara 


9 FU1-42 GAMW (56) NVterat 7 11 0 CUMOlyn 

10 FHSP 68AF0MI (70) P RJichenB 7 11 0 ! SR* 

11 0WM> HMBIGKH4 HUNDREDS (78) 8 Bafctog 7 11 0_ - 

- A P McCoy 

12 opp unarm PRktamS no cuptoa 

13 54*404 IMWNUHMWmMsJPterai 611 0-D Leaky 

M 200 MR BQMM1EB (MS) I WSams 6 11 0 BPowl 

15 0U644 PEMM8S C2fl) Q Hubbart 5 110 Rltaran 

IB 00 SUn*tSEQnY|BeAJWten6110--CWei*(5) 

17 -26405 DERRWG FLOSS (40) J TOWng 7 10 9 

llrajteara*{7) 

18 24052 SUPREME 1R06U3DYIE (EQ) C Morten* 5 ID . 

u 620-40 iabt 3 09 l!ii ,l SS 

- 13 dedaed - 

BDlUftM tote Daaw.liaitanranteM. 8-1 ArcaoB ta** , 

■’.—-'T"" 1 - ^T-* 1 — r. 


70ft WlXSFORD HANDICAP HSK H§ 
CHASE (CLASS 
£6300 added 3m 2T 

1 -lflfip S0UIB3S gBOWa fUB (BF)D WcbJiai2 Q. 

2 601F41 QAMmOUMaSD8nMbaU6-~RDtaao* 

3 321113 CMdB00G0U][USA)(z3)Karavaii2— : 

: i . I Otana B 

4 211-44 AUJD BEORQE (SB) (ta A NsaKHbe 11 10 12 — 

■■■■■■ Altentoa 

5- 2H032 HMRI£nmUWmGB*ft«10105 


|Q on] ARIHURMnTMBMOFUAL ecKV-t 
NH FLAT RACE (CLASS PSMJ 
H) £3^500 added 2m 

1 ANDSUa>HCBnate5U4 0 Baca (7) 

2 DUKH0R8ECB'Xfts5 2Z4 HBanrtf) 

3 MV RtBO BUTT BBS 11 4 LAapefl{3) 

4 0 OLD MAN OF RAMAS (11X0 MseJCme 5 11 4 ... — 

— PMbtewP) 

5 SRRDMflE R LM 5 11 4 — PHatay® 

6 aOR* HOME OONel 5 114 HrAWkbeB 

7 TWST 0 H RUH IWtems 5 114 FBo0a{7) 

8 20 W00DSRXX WNBHISt (77) P Bmei 5 11 4 

L(taBta(7) 

9 BBC0HUME00NSI41013 SffSbM(7) 

10 BBSTOL GtXD P Fe!g*£ 4 10 13 1 Satan m 

11 CEDRIC TUDOR P waia 410 13 — JtrtMcCartby 

12 DOUGS«kteJP»T»l4 1013 DForttO) 

13 DUKSRM SUCK B neeoe 4 10 13 Was L Bonal ( 7 ) 

14 HKHMTHESKVJ Jol«ni4l013.-DYaloalo89(7) 

15 U)Cr GUflHlS T Raster 5 10 13 ARataira 

16 ‘ HELTON HUE G RAftnl 4 10 13 . 

Mdedl teanon ffi 

17 HMaiEOWnaTBSlOlS Mr S Doncfc (7) 

u a MOmBt D rwnteon 5 id a rmmhqi 

19- RUBY ROSA TF0S9 5 1013 1 (7) 

20 SUMOOBrarai4 1033 EHntendta) 

21 POSTUP RWAUE L Ctajsck 4 10 S J* O McPtud m 

22 TW1HFUL1Y S (k*y}j 4 10 8 Xtejxn^ 

-SSdadMd- 

BETtWfc 7-4 fit Heater, 7-4 Dn« Eafe 8-1 Oak Hone, Lacy 6 R- 

ten, 12-1 AataraM, Woodetodi Wmlarar, Meta Mta. tUw 

Rosa, 16-1 otai 


CARLISLE 

2JXb L HIRST BRBXSE (T Lucad 7-4 jt- 
toic 2. Pita Star 11-4: a. AJcortefeb 7-4 Jl 
-tav. 8 ran. S»4id, iy>. (Ml W EasrerDy. Shar- 
rff Hutton). Tola: £2.10; £2.10. £1.10. OF; 
£3.40. CSF: £7.41. 

2L40: 1. AU4NS0WS MATE (Victors Ap- 
ptebyl 7-2:2. Coscmbs 8-1; 3. Flrat Qotd 

3- 1.8 ran. 8-4 bv Bnxturn Gold (5<b). IV.. 
IVi. ft D Barron. Tin rah). Tote: £8.40; 
£2.00, £2.50. £2.00. DF: SAA.70. CSF. 
£32-81- 

SJUkl. JACK THE LAD iLOemot*] 6-U 
2AbtaV^ 5.P8UM Hik33-l.il ran. 
mens ft» Cartducht V«. 4. U Hemerton, Mal- 
ian). Tam: £7.70: £1.60. £1.80. £12.30. 
OF: £92 0. CSF; £34.63. TficwR: £743.09. 
Trto: £166.70. 

1411: 1. BtRCHWDOO SUN U Wtart 9-2 
jt-fav, 2 . Araraa 5-1; 1 Bylaw's Rascal 9- 
2 It-tav. 10 ran. 1'/., 3V:. fW Dods. Darting 
ton). Tote £a»: £1-80. £2.60. £120. DF; 
£1140. CSF: £29^1 Inca* £106.19. Tib: 
£4530. Mt BiecorgU lad. 


4Jtt 1 . GORteeHE QUEST (P P MurtaV) 
7-4 tarn 2. Altera 7-1: 3. Wyore FTynr 3-L 
10 ran. i'/.. iy.. (M Cnanmn, uppw Lam- 
boum). Tote £2.60; £ 1 . 60 . £3.00, £LS0, 
DF: £15.00. CSF; £18.80. Tin: £28.60. 

4.40: 1_ ALL ON (G DuffieWl U-4(av,2. 
HVMd Rb 12-U 3. Wafl Attainted 1* 2. 
9 ran. 9. & u Hethertan. Mefionl. Vote 
i23fT. £2.40, £5.60, £2.70. DF; £32.10. 
CSF: £40.0a TiKBW E16SA3. Tite OSLOO. 
Ptacepot £77.70. Quadpot £9.10. 

Flaw a- £9036. Place 5: £48.73. 

UNGF1ELD 

l^O: 1. PEMGAMON UQunn) 3-1 jt-tsv; 
2. Bamha# 20-fc 3 . Stmt Supposln 15-2. 
12 ran. 3-1 p-ftw FamosL Hd. 7*. (H 
Coftaigrldge, NpwrrarKeu. Tote: £4.80; 
£2^0. £5.00. £1.50. DF; £8420. CSF: 
£75.69. TncasC £404.89. Tna IiBS.60, 
220: J_ RUNS W THE FAMILY (D Ham- 
son) 6-1; 2 WHoer Date 7-2 few; 2 Paly 
Golitfhtty 14-L 13 ran. 4, 1V-. (C McCauR, 


Wantage). Tote £5.90; £L30. £1.40. 
£4.70. OF: £9.60. CSF: £24.68. Trtcast: 
£273.69. Trte £125.40. Wt Omng Mys- 
teiy. 

250: 1, FUMCE PtABT (D MeOaffln) 2-3; 

1 Smooth SaMnft 7-4 few, 3. WMiy Mack 
3-L9rmWvnLIWGM Timer. 3hatMma). 
Tote: £22* £1.40. £240, £130. DF: £3^W. 
CSF: £6.21 Tte £330. 

220 : 1 UUJ CLABBE (T Spate) 8-14 2 
Crown Coot 13-8 fair. 3. Ctrawtt 15«. 7 
ran. 4, 7. (A Foster, LanfMun). Tate: 
£1680; £SJB0. £L60. DF; £23J30, CSF: 
£21.04. 

2EXk 2 MONO IA0V (4 Oarti) 10-1)2 
Calendula 10-1; 2 WoridwMa Saio 25-2 
12 ran. 15-8 tav Bubble Wings 16 th). 6 . IV*. 
(D Haydn Jones, Pontypnddl. Tate: £1500; 
£240. £4 JO. £7 JO. OF: £4220. CSF; 
£9605. TncasC £3 J8249. Trt« £488.70- 

4-20: 2 ROCK FALCON (A Clartv) 33-1; 

2 Gfloo 25-1: 2 M 0 U Exprass 12 - 1 . 12 
ran, 4-5 fewMutarak. 1V-, 2 (M* Maries, 


IMehamptDnt.Tnte £3530: £4.70, £330, 
£210. DF: £36630. CSF. £59267. Tte 
£383.50. 

4,60: 2P»£IWIB (DamONaB 7-4 few 
2 Perteet M 11-2 2 Rafal Ibnadnr 9^. 
12 ran. I*. IY*. (R Hannon. East EeflUd*). 
Tote £220: £240. £200. £1.70. OF: 
£1260. CSF: £1290. Tna £5.80. 
jMdqwfc: Not won. Port of £10,78203 ear- 
ned foment n Bewrtey today. 

PtecepoC £3337.00. Qnodpot £84650. 
PlBH 6: £2220124. Plan 5: £427.86. 

SEDGEFIELD 

200: 2 TOSHBA TALK EC McCormack) 
16-1; 2 Cam The npra 5-2; 2 Royal 
York 11-10 fay. 8 ran. 5, 6. (B Stem). Tote 
£11.60; £230, £220. £200. OF: £l9£». 
CSF: £4852. 

230: 2 SHELTON ABBEY (P Cartjeny) 
12-1: 2 BnrtOn HkrigMs 11-8 te; 3. Roy- 
al Hand 20-2 9 ran. NK. 2 U Wade). Tote: 
£9.40; £290. £21U £1330. OF: £1260. 


CSF: £27JOO.Tttafit £310.72 Tte £55.70. 

200: 2 10TON (R GrnBy) 33-2 2 Hear* 
A Oncer 5-2; 2 Snnkala Stew 50-L U 
ran. 9-4 fw Moss Pageant. 2 Vj. 9. U Cur- 
081. Tate £45.00; £3.10, £120, £6.20- DF: 
£95.70. CSF: £98.78. Tte £28270. 

330: 2 JBHHV OT3EA (E Husband) 25-1; 
2 Jaunty tag 14-2 2 Jondcfl 12-2 10 ran. 
5, 7. D Matte). Tate £29.10; £B20. £340, 
£240. OF: £57.10. CSF: £28633. TiWSC 
£3368.03. Tte £4630. 

200: 2 CREETOSOtMT LAD (Mr P Ccrn- 
forth) 5-2 2 Wtat Ctwnca 9-4; 2 KnoM 
Hoad 13-8 tav. 6 ran. 19. U OonAxth). 
Tate £250; £280. £280. DP. £220- CSF: 
£839. 

430s 2 FA3EHAUQVUR (C MeComacM 

5-4 lav; 2 Edan Dancer 7-2; 2 Jmdooarl 
7-2 7 ran. Nh, 13. [B EUsorn. Tate £290: 
£220, £270. DR £320. CSF: £539. 
Ptaeepob £26260. Quadpot: £27270. 
Place & £268.73. Placa 2 £21202 


New plan for Noyan 


Richard Fahey has ambitious 
plans for his star chaser Noyan, 
successful in Punchestown’s 
Heineken GoId Cup last month. 
“I will fry and train him for the 
Hennessy Gold Cup at Newbury 
in November with a long term 
ore on the Scottish National,” 
fahey said yesterday. “I was just 
lucky to have Noyan when he 
was right," he added 
The young Irishman was also 
hopeful that his smart sprinter 
Superior Premium wifi soon 
put his defeat in last week's 
Palace House Stakes at New- 


market behind him. ’'Superior 
Premium just wasn’t 100 per 
cent when he came home," Fa- 
hey-explained. 

■ Michael Poland has issued a 
warning to punters over hi^ un- 
raced Carisbrooke. The colt, in 
training with Henry Cecil, has 
been quoted in ante-post betting 
for Epsom and was offered at 
40-1 by Coral yesterday morn- 
ing. But a stable spokeswoman 
said: “Mr Boland wants to let 
punters know that they should- 
n't baric Carisbrooke for the 
Derby as he^ will be' withdrawn." 
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Patriarch 
to justify 
the praise 


Racing 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 

• Of aU the excesses unloaded by 
: Thatcherism in the 1980s one of 
was 
the 


the most striking in racing 
i Lingfield’s domination of 
Derby trials. While the Lady was 
■ not for turning during that 
; decade, the course always was 
and its contorting resemblance 
to Epsom led several trainers to 
audition their best horees at the 
track. Many were rewarded 

During the 1980s, Lingfield 
0 i winners Cacoethes and Masbk- 
our ran into the frame at Ep- 
r.som, while Kahyasi. Slip 
.Anchor and leenoso actually 
• triumphed in the Derby itself. 
Since then though, Lingfield’s 
: significance has not so much 
waned as evaporated altogech- 
; er. No horse this decade has 
. gone on from its Blue Riband 
Trial to finish in the first five in 
the Derby. Ttoelve have tried. 

Today’s class of *97 contains 
. five horses, four of them entered 
for the Derby, two of which have 
been arousing ante-post inter- 
est this week. The name of 
Tanaasa. a stablemale of En- 
-trepreneur, was patted out on 
the tom-toms of the bookmak- 
er's bush telegraph after 
. Michael Stoute's team had ex- 
ercised on Newmarket's Race- 
course Side on Wednesday. As 
a consequence, he was cut for 
Lhe Derby by Coral, who have 
also reduced Silver Patriarch. 

The grey was only third of six 
; .on his seasonal debut in 
Sandown's Classic Trial, but 
. positive noises have been ema- 
( ' Dating from the mouths of his 
’ * trainer, John Dunlop, and rid- 
, er, Pat Eddeiy, this week. The 
■ chance of Silver Patriarch (next 
best 3.00) is clear, which is 
more than can be said about the 
movements of Frankie Dettori 
The Italian retired unwell after 
a single race at Lingfield yes- 
terday and went straight home 
to the duvet. A decision on 
whether he partners Papua in to- 
, days trial comes this morning. 

Lochangel, who was part of 
, Dettori's seven at Ascot last 
year, contests the first televised 
; race but may struggle lb contain 


Baked Alaska (2.00J, whose 
trainer, Alec Stewart, is due an- 
other winner now that Mtoto 
has gone into retirement. Just 
five go to post for the Oaks tri- 
al, and two of those have already 
been Sandown victims, by 10 
lengths and more, of UKRAINE 
VENTURE (nap 230). 

Britain fields three m tomor- 
row's Poule d'Essai des Poulains 
(Bench 2,000 Guineas) at Long- 
champ. The best of them is one 
of the reasons why Peter O’SuH- 
evan is retiring, Yalaietanee. 
He attempts to make Michael 
Stoute the first trainer to win the 
opening colts' Classic in both 
Britain and France since Guy 
Harwood with To Agori Mou 
and Recitation in 1981. 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 

NAP: Ukraine Venture 
(Lingfield 2^0) 

NB: Silver Patriarch 
(Lingfield 3.00) 

Yalaietanee's form looks no 
less scruffy following the New- 
market performance of his 
Greenham Stakes victim, Rev- 
oque. Also involved are God- 
olphin’s Bahamian Bounty and 
the chattiest of Clive Brittain’s 
talking horses this year. Fantastic 
Fellow. Dear Clive may still be 
recovering from his coifs failure 
to cany off the Eurovision Song 
Contest last weekend. 

Team Britain supply five of 
the seven runners for the Poule 
d'Essai des Pouliches (French 
1.000 Guineas). Godolphin 
send out Nightbird and Star 
Profile, while Seebe, Dances 
With Dreams and Mark 
Prescott's Red Camellia com- 
plete the battery. The last-, 
named is hardly surfing across 
La Manche on a tide of expec- 
tation. “My worries would be 
whether she is good enough and 
whether she will handle the soft 
ground," Prescott said. Apart 
from that, everything is covered. 

Despite the visitors' strength, 
the favourites are the home 
pair. Mousse Glacee will be try- 
ing to overturn recent form 
with the unbeaten Always Loy- 
al, whom Criquette Head has re- 
ferred to as “my secret weapon". 


( 



DUBAI POULE D’ESSAI DES POUUCHES 
(GROUP 1) £128)206 added 3YO ffflies lm 
Penalty Value £112,233 

RAIMS 

1 1-1 AUmt0nL(lBA}(21}((n<MBttunAMa«uv»MrwCHeB)9D-Fltaad3207 

7 11-2 MOUSSE GLACE {HQ (21) {CD] (BF)(G BfcannJ J Lftfwtles 9 0 VVton4107 

3 1114- RB) CAMELLIA (224) (Oia^r tok SuS Sr M Presort tGS) 9 0 — Gftd8ate7117 

4 12- DANCES WIH DREAMS (174) (A SespB] Wiser) POnptett|flni(G8) 90 -J Rate 6 98 

5 14111- MGH!»nf2U) (Godcfatth) Saeedbki 9uoorfGB)90 LDattorl5103 

B 155- SIM MH£ (246) (OwWpWi) Soeed bn Soar (GBI 90 O tafia 2 108 

7 1133-2 SEEBE (USA) £3) tGecq£ SiE»4n]@i) I IHAg (GB) 9 0 C Amman 1 105 

__ J _ 

BETTINft 7-4 Ahreya Loyal, Mourn CMote, 61 Bad CaoaoMa, l0LSeetw, 12-1 Dances WNh 
Drews, M0rifaH. 261 8tnr PraOta 

199ft Te Mi 3 9 0 W Caoon 14-1 (E Durim IG8> draitr (4) 9 rai 


3J5 


DUBAI POULE D’ESSAI DES POULAMS (GROUP jfiDM] 
1) £128,205 3YOUn Penalty Value £112^33 


411/ 


112-1 DRnAM(21)(CD|(HHA&Khan) ADeRojv-DtpB92 

41-1 YALAEIMKP2] (AbMoun Al Mafcaun) M SoaK «£) 9 2 TRQta2120 

21114 BAHAHAN BOUNTY p05) (8F) tGadapvti S bn Suoor tG0) 9 2 IDattorl 6 115 

31-1 WSXMMBr(Rq(lQ(C}Ull^da^AFatn92 TJawstaUK 

13-1 HED5(USA)(M){C)(Na(iifeFari*)f).lHarrrort)92 CArenureenGl06 


1 

2 

3 

4 

6 144-1 FNfOSnc’fiuXW fUSAJpO) {Ttaougfteral Copl C &ntar (GR 9 2 - J Bate 1 114 

7 12 UXJP SAUVKI (USA) £1) (CD) (□ WVfcnstoriJ A Fafw 9 2 O Pasta 7 113 

-7MM- 

BETTM8: 74TAMBKM, 11-4 Dsyteni. low Sauvage, 101 Rattawi tk—ty . 11-1 FautasUc 
Fetal. 12-1 Vtatooary, 19-1 Kaos 

19Bfc Ashtearv 3 9 2 G Mesa 45 f* (A Da Rcyer-Duprei drawl (51 10 ran 


OAK I PRK LUPIN (GROUP 1) £53,282 added 3V0 [|»m 
I lm 2f 110yds Penatty Value E52J00 |W!# 


9BUHft lift OoodMta, 7-4 Astwrtead, 3-1 Zaattti Row, 161KwMalfc, 20-1 Bane 
199ft Wtaa 3 9 2 D Boeuf 2-5 tar IE Lefloudtel team (2) 5 ran 


1- 22 ASIMMM{USN(2U(B?(HH«eiltai)ADen^-0ugn392 6 

41-1 CLOUDMQS (41) (CD) hUormedl A Fadre 9 2 ___Q 

1S-1 KAltaSW (FR) (13) (DUI L La^map) A Faore 9 2 T tend 4 

02-341 ZEMTH ROSE (RQ (21) (CD) P Leraett 9 2 SUMS 

2- 51 Be0S(24){D)(S MaRtai K Oman 9 2 Xta— 1 

-S 


l, s 


French ZQQO Guineas 


How ladtota 

Tata 

- 

7-4 

21 

tarafiaran 

IX* 

164 

Data 

61 

u* 

Mreabn ffnrafaf 

161 

01 

twaiiwirreana 

101 

m 

vm** 

141 

i6t 

Kara 

M-l __ 

m 


BatfntwagiaertfB<»tt sftai.2 


Bench IjOOO GUneas 


Hna 

fodattes 

Mb 

Atantate 

74 

SB 

Morose Baree 

64 

21 


61 

51 

Saute 

161 

61 


11-1 

MMted 

121 

11-1 


S-l 

261 

, eKfMresoaB'teeockfaFteBsLZ 


LINGFIELD 
100; LOCHANGEL, wba made all 
(he running to win the Blue Seal 
Stakes by threequaneis of a length 
Grom Corsmi over 6f at Ascot Iasi 
September, has plenty of scope and 

should p<il^ a useful Lhrce-year- 

oid, Sambac may prove the main 
danger. 

□CO 

2J<h UKRAINE VENTURE, who 
unpresscdwiwn beating Akalali by 
IQ lengths in a Sandown maiden 
event over lm 2f recently, looks a 
smart prospect for middle-distance 
events. Lydlity may pose the mast 
problems- 


HYPERION’S 

H 


3.00: SILVER PATRIARCH, Gar 
hum disgraced is finishing two 
les^fas third to' Vbyagets Quest and 
Benny The Dip in the Group Three 
Thresher Classic "Dial over lm 2i 
at Sandown on his reappearance, 
should be fitter for that and will be 
suited by this longer trip. 


i, 


TRIPLEPRINT DERBY. TRIAL - 10-YEAR-TALE 


‘ 1987 88 89 8Q - ftt B2 ~ OS 04 ~9S 96 


sag 


HYPERION 

ZOO Lochangel 4JI0 Safeunah 

Z30 UKRAINE VENTURE (nap) 430 HacKyah 

3jQ 0 SBver P a b lac h (nb) BOO Barbason 

330 Sipply And Demand 


TRPLEPSNT DERBY TRIAL STAKES {GROUP 3} 

(CLASS A) £50000 3Y01m3f 106yds £31420 1 

0-2 8«SMM(O}(l.ABc0BWHBSnsra7 Jt cattail 3 100 

Q2M.ltavaWWWEp5d>R»*SBOao:StttaS87 JTfytRlff 75 


esa 


-LMMSVUP 

JWl*tej4l0fi 

— 0 taler 2 tit 


Ran artaaftMoarOne: 1 1 2 . 4 .. 7. 2^ -1 1 :_L-5 

frl. 1 ^ -2 0- :A-J 0 - 3 ,1 :3 • 

Statartricwt: . 5-2 94 14-1 5-1. 5* :.*j \ 


Prantor flawd I 


ta-£3J6 


GOING: Good to Soft (Soft lit ptmrait. 

STALLS; Straight - atasifa aide; round com: - Jtn Df IQfijtl- ouWde; re* - iflsWe. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: H«h BT ft 7t 
■ Lefirtand, sharp course. 

Coarse Is SE of town (m IK0B8. fJngBrM datkxi famed by Lmdm, Vlnorta) a^ota 
dine. ADHlSSHMfc Members 518: GrandmndSLi; saw tBngSA. CAB PAP; Hub 
tmiWfT bee 

LEADING TBAINEnS WTTH WJNNEB& C L Moon — «7 wtanws fan -|7n nmnns 
gnw ■ nine* (ado of 1-1.1% and a Ion w a S 1 levrJ sake of SGL93: M JoImftM — 
54wtnncns2a8nnBKrMR>fflfc,^SaUTi9;BCrSoIlJv»n— •4u«nonH» 1 12KnwWW. 13,7%, 
-56T.J7; a Hma — 40 tnrmas, XU ranneo. 12^5%, -il 14.67. 

LEADING JOCKEYS: LDectori — 88 winners, 353 tides, 21 JH, +S15.53; JWener 
— SoWnttien l 30andGs,21^%. +S18.i:»:aCodanae— 64 winners, 36G rides, 17.M4, 
+52020; A On*— 53 wtnneis, 4S2 rtfcs, 11.7%, -&HVS1. 

BUNKEBED FlSSr THIS: Papu (etatrwl), Ukhad Vcatia* (tUUV 
WINNKSS W THE LAST SEVEN DAS& None. 

LONG-DISTANCE BflNNBBS: Our People 0.39; las boa seat JTO mtatbr M Mnaron 
&ow MMrfh-ham, North Yoriohge. 


3 215-32 MW{£Dnns«SB*msiMS*M)!B«lpe87- 

4 04U-3 aunMaMCN(U}nta$«MMiDmp87 n 

5 3-1 T»«wa(14}fUirtauttAMattJawW5fauBS7 

“8 tfctfvod ■ 

BElWIft U« Star PNtach. T-Ahnna. 7-2 Vtm, lftl I 
IBBft Ursac Nags 3 & ? i osar. «-l fit Owrtm tkxiib 5 <ot 
RNBIGUDE . 

TANAASA. ttsminOBBiuaewr swan Djrton^MtftceaywOqotur. v tpr — ed itan bta- 
p« Spotan RD)We ftv tn furtays of ma tana count on ta ntnm test monfiL ftaiii 
ctamton jociwy Qteter talar, who was In the sacUt itwn. ta aid that ha wans d tap 
iht ndo and comes o«r atan. Tanaata handted the soft aound mi at Lacos&r wrta 
cnaar^ He nas a ueftii run of Coot and can put that to asod im onr «M low 
tro. Star PaMaidr • tha danpr to Tawasa but may aiuflfa far pfoe. Succotai Mtt 
awr tan funongraafijuvertte, on the second occason in N ew m adi e r s UstedZ teteiAl S a i m . 
h»¥»sta»ing(»wAlAtVwandwhentbkdioVtayaflnQu«iniMltnBherCtenc-Ui- 
al ■ Sancwn on Ns return and safi nlsh my yard of m Icnav trp. Atadso^r Sandown 
nmner-w Benrr Ttn Ckp 0m 9ta tanach the nwniw OMtr tapim, ww of Bm 

TananaBsHaufinion Sates raca at NawrarM end fifth to Madaftyn th« ftatagtacTn- 
trt a; Doncasw. Papua tawed h* say* «• thp whan sficond of ttna to P^o ttv k* 
BM at Epsem tea ana, temw km * 100-1 shot when a dm second sCnaaa at 
Nawbuy and mode to ImpnM a^ni » ftem here; wMe wetafi vaonaw has Ittte chaooa. 

flateetlOB! TWAASA 


TESIBIS OFEDBWRDGEMA836N SWCESJZASS D) (DIV 
I) £5,000 added In» » Penalty Vtfoft £3£15._, 

4 KMHW(S0a)a«Un)te4Ntai4917 

m- "2; 

taan<FW»BStaacMHtaiiudir u f n sA9S2. 

00 miBBltfCKdG AftBadaaAflota Plfiww 49 1Z — '“ESS 

40 BREBirBaUffl»9MaAtafiCDta49U 

j*.”"?,: 

0 MOONSwrcZU tSaaed Sunt* u &uar 3 S 11. 

Bt WIIM'WMEFUMSWIitanmnlRtataCBrar.lSU ...... 


ACterfil 1 

v 


6 SMBAR0R(M)fitateVrti»e4«())n4W)PHai»3BlI 

O0O- IUSAB«*»a*teU#B6tt»3811_- — V.. 

0- WWUlIMlpfilSpafiltaWWNM JgPMMta WZ 

0BaEHEft4EHtaMfilM&MMHCKi3S6 -.-**“* 

0- HACHr(Mesntata>AI*a»taDteQ*l38e 

-13 ‘ 


OTihl h^jCARSOlARTWELL STAKES (LISTED) (CLASS EfifiP'p 
A) £35^50 added ffflies & mares 7f£10*580 


[3301 


1561-5 ELOfOA(XG(H)(taNSalman)PCob493. 

0661-0 PRBBSCAe^(D)IBaAWUur493. 


3053- WEST WJWIE (340 Witte PJSm) lady ttra 493- 

1-6 BAXB}41ASKA(2q«taMdaiS««ASteat3B5 

21- UXMMEL(2»UC9MttlB*i>«3B5 

11546 SMmc(us4)nnt«tataCH0ecs385- 


MNGS 

,TQt*w3 87 

AmOTIcBS S3 
-J>0rstml 87 
7 as 


HSBC JAMES CAPEL HANDICAP (CLASS O £7^00 addod 
3VO ftffles lm If Penalty Vhlue £5^824- 

313- OWFB^CaQSkUfoDa^Uimnn?? DHetadB 

506-12 SUPFlYAM)DBMIB(S(niAtMGLMMK95 K 

14300 SHEER FACE (iq{AJ«Vta)lMWtfur9ft 


_LIMtod8 90 
_K Maa2 204 


3160- MONTES 9BA}(2U|U A tamdlBHanaaSll.- 
4451 nBMI.IWRQL(lQ[Sseed9Wai)US&»B88 — 
04500 NOBumesnetrpqucsninjEusBceBA. 
2-1033 SWO(S>ARM02)(4EQpPBhenea8QmnB4- 
-T« 


OanffMIl 
-taEddaw7 
JNH4 


JMitaarm 

T spoke BV 


1 

2 : 

3 

.4 

S 

-S. - 

7 

8 

9 

10 
U 
12 
13 

■enWftMaeafihta 5-1 Bm«A«.MW»terA*fciniBtaMfc samara Of 

Baton, mas*. nta,Swfita>.>teM.lUrttae 

IHftSBSEtHBODOlW . 

HNMGUK 

ta bote a n«Hif-the mi nwden and It wouid be no surprisa if FteayCeC 
nn»eagrcdarotfi.ShawhaltaaarnihacaaB - igCTuia<tf>rewiOTOuev- tas" 1 *- 
fourth of 17 to Queftma BWMaoc on r» debut tee Adr. wu« na« a ct«e cn 
thattaki. bur n te pnobeb(ra*iifc»a that John Jtefd a on La^r hbks W WW 
Haight Of H al gfti, htfHatAher to the uaafid Sanous. Hart%a". ntw wsh 
taMd abtty n a NaweaM* IW fiar.lom Jones test year. wN* SadMNW smwd iwpfM 
torWsiBCwnUMterdttut behind Rocky Oma. Aioooe«K8»roiM3iun«»wn 
tacf 15 mfteshft sNapbiay race on hwdfbutta month- Seleotan GENt^ESi*. 

SUP ANCHOR HANDICAP (CLASS D) £4*900 added Gf 
Penalty Value £3^488 

n- meia 

ACrOftAE boa 914 

SDltMM 1 

r teaks 6 


5J00 


10-156 SttPffiOLMnT»Caedcn»aafl^Sooay!DS3M7»i385 MEddaqri 96 

-Ttaterad- 

BETTHG: 7-4 Uxtagit, %2 B Opera, li£ Smbae, 7-1 Wot Hwtte, Baked Ateta Sapeieel, 
12-lPned»Ca 

W9R tste Dd 4 9 3 L OeHm 156 tw ISoeed ten Suan) dtaar i6J 6 wi 

FORM GLADE 

loehsong's hatf-siEter LOCHANGB. came from a long way off the pace to be four lengths 
second to Btene Water at Kempion on her debut and duly wem one better at Ascot thrae 
weate later, setting a steady pace end toeprng on «e» o beat ConM tiietK|uanere ot a 
terg&i H the Sue Seal Stakes. The dau^ttar-of raght SMt w a usefijl (sospectand should 
ffsherseesonoff toasiodstarLSaaftecianiaiahBt.tnctiatYsmouth, Doncaster and 
Chester last year Before H tehl ng f ifth behind Ireftan Rochet in the Group Two Wfi Reef Stakes 
at Newteury and fourth to Moonfi0K taadtee ki the RocMti Stages at Newmatim. She got 
on edss befbre her return at Newmantet an Sunday and was a (fisappomtmg test of six be- 
hind Swiss law. so may be best watched ter now. S up er wa L who won a sn-futtong hana- 
cap at Kempton on her mttan. was a c r ed Ba bte fifth to Dance Parade m the Fred Dartng 
Stales at Newbiey attemeidE and woefid haw Ibimd the trip no ter wttei wel beaten be- 
hind Siyadah at Newmartet (lm 20 on Sunday- A agger threat tteoiid be Baked Alaska, 
who landed a 20-runner Newmartret mreden ki October. She dd not sanie when orsy smh 
to Reunion m die Neb Qmyn an her retun end remans capable of mprowe m er it The ytekf- 
teg pound was a^nst O Opera when she was frftn CO VVtamf Nng a Leteester enherre- 
Sm.Weatanhle and PrendsCa do not took good enou^v Velenttont U3CHAHQB. 


BOlWfe 64 ItaBri Ptal, 4-1 Ore Paota. 5-1 Stay And Dwerad, 7-1 SWort Am, M Star 
Rrce, Oreidas, 12*1 Nabte tevesbeta 
199ft no nrespovlrg aoe 

FOIBAGUTDE 

SUPPLY ami obaand. who atoacted the aoeroon of the stewards attar an conming in 
ter a sympathetic nde at Doncasw n Nramber. has shown impwed farm tha season, 
wirrtng an Epsom irewten tlm liAyos) by two tenths tram Qttnab ami then gpng down 
just a le ngh to Brave Kns m a 15+utner handcap at Newmartet on Sunday. The Bebmz 
gekfing has been rawed 6b far that latest rut. but he is Ihely to enprew again now that he 
steps up in dstance and can ga bodt In the wwT endosure. Read Petrol ■ not en 
easy nde but has dnwnptaty of abfety and made hahendrapdeaute ttenreng one e*wn 
gemng up close home to beat A&yb at Bevertey. He is «b tester today and mey not be Stat- 
ed by the drop n trip. Sword Are was ten lengths off the runner-up when thrt of IS to 
AmM Afaadu ana Pearoee House at Newbuy. That tom tewartung out ml and Roger Chert- 
vet's gek&ng shndd 0ve a good account of htmsteL He meets Orantes 10b better than 
when beaten itne lengths no tauth by techanl Hannon’s nntor at Satabuy si AugoL . 
Our People, successful at Leicester and third of fau i» Rta Uft at ftowmartartasr sea- 
son, has it to do with top might Ht ha first hanftcep. SntecH o n : SUPPLY AND DEMAND 

TESTERS OF EDENBR03GE MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) (DIV 
I) £5^)00 added lm 2f Petiatty Value £3^15 

02- IMMSH RMPSOOY (198) Khm Hwdp lady Hemes 4 9 12 D<TStw«12 

EAO£ IMNCER(H9)(E Betel lar^ HnwtS 9 12 ACh*5 

J0USfitMKtakJaudadlMUtaHfi912 KMonl 

00 VtetWBlUM(USA)(17}FOeilteanolCHaten4912. 


am- Ynut»i«sArc2na}maomf*dv*iTjfei^»i6ioo_ 

0QMO u.PomrosatM58a»ajTae»aaos*Br 1 69ii. 
30003 IBStfflJtHSWMBflDBFhame'RftodftSBSB. 


ro onl LMGFBJ} OAKS TRIAL S1AKES (LSTB)) (CLASS IfiWft 
A) £2(MX>0 added 3YD lm 3f 106ytfs £124A6 tS^?Sl 

1 4 B00KArfiEDlME(lft |RMQBer}CQaa8B KMn374 

L MM 4 74 

J Raid 183 

B Doyle 2 87 

WRynBM 


2 1-4 CteMN OF UGHt (6) ISheSh Uctavnedl M Ssue 8 8 

3 2 3 60F0R8AlI(USK}(l4fSlteEai| MS(DUb8B 

4 300-20 UtaurrmsaeadMananaiCMainSB 

5 1 UHMMEVB(Tl8E(15j IQ* ffaftS B Chad) SVfcoOs 88- 

- 5 1 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

e 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 
13 


0- CWMMM JNE(341)(HamVaBf&cngDAiMhnot497 

00 OWEN mpsifln! Staffing) Nteten 3 8 11 

35- BHIIWL^{Ul)a0)OtentaN>te)cuiaJDtiSDp38ll 

GO- MXNUWTI)IMDBip0qi1lMamNHtauNEDutepJ811J> 

2 SIUMIBt25|tKKi0kAa)ROBlDn3SU 

05- UDUI (1BQ (Bite tetty Ud) 8 Giteiy 3 8 11. 


YAK AimtAI MUdum Al Itettam) M StDUK 3 8 11. 
000-5 ZORRO (18) |G Gecqa) R U Ftow°r 3 8 1L. 


BETlHft M Iftretaa tatore, 84 Crowe Of U0R, Sa Per ftft, 7-1 Book At BedUme, 141 tyctety 
199ft la* Carta 38&7atEstoBy 4-U tw WOectt dram ® 4i» 

FORM QUIDE 

UKRAINE VENTURE a teboMng the same path as the 1992 Date winner User Fhencfly m 
gong lot this trial having landed the same Sandown maiden last month on her debut Bached 
X tong odds, she dammed her ten tab, who Included Qo iter Soft (Thro) Bnd Book At 
BedUree Oburtti). by ten Ien0hs and more. The dettfiter of Sbp Anchor Is a grod prospect 
and should booa her Date chances by wlrwiinK ihb. There is no reason to suppose Go For 
Salt or Book At Beduine can omrtun the Sandown term, but IjfcflHy could mate a raoe of 
k with Ukraine Venture if she gBis the trip. Rumer-m to Ca^fpso Giant in a Kempton list- 
ed race on her return, she ran a fair race to the Rakan LOGO Guineas las time. Crowd or 
Ugfat landed a Leicester msden last backend but was only tounh to Siyadah In the Pretty 
Pony Stakes at Newmadwt on Sunday on her return. Satectfa ra UKRAWE VENTURE 


0- SLPST9EAN STAR (194)0 CSmOgl Stag 38 d- 


WRyanl3 
-RPdeefi 
McSkneB 
R Mb2 

ffl* 
JMEdtoylB 
JAnOtesIS 

DIMbwd 7 

6 IM 11 

Ow»»(3)B 


BETONft 44 Sdrotet, Eddted, 0-2 Tak Attend 84 Dnteb Htepwidy. lfl-11 

14-1 EM> Daeeer, MottagM Inrader, 20-1 eftare 
199ft Vtec No Fax 3 8 11 W S0-1 IS DM (tan t6l 12 n ’ 

FORM GUDE 

SALAmah should gt one better than teien'two lengths second to Street General at Mew- 
mariM (lm -if) on he debut tad month. The winner's subsequent defeat at odds -on to a 
Neamaritet cantWcna race has taren some ofthe shne off tha ran, but Roger Chadnn's 
Star's Wtesoott should be good enoutfi. Denfch Rhapsody finidved ten lenOhe dear of 
d* thW when hatf a length nainer-up to Drafted at Newbuy n October and may *0to flfi 
second place. EsMtaal. thrt to Entice a Satebury and fifth to Desert Hor&on at Noamg- 
han. e anoiher who mould A gn, along with Michael Stoute's Sadlarte Vtafis newcom e r 
Yak ABOraJ. M o o e ftp it Iwadar cat te* the eye to siah to Panama Qty a Pontefract on 
hb debut last season and a one to wattfi teth handicaps to mnd. Sele ct i on : SALAMAH 


05030 DBR»«m(n[ltaWMaBB«JDMwOr5inai59B 

1501-S NATURAL IRY (9R 0) IHugl ODoweff- D Hajdn XriR 4 95 toe Eddery Z 

211-14 JUSTUMpiHjmtAltecle)WGI!li3«r334- Dtaeeey(5,9 

53124 SEA DMta6(Wte(C)(PC0C« 13*^48 13 RCteteaooJ 

011111 B»SASa»Cia»fU«)GU*X«5813 

1-6&00 URR?0£JYf7l)lDJ5JG»^ttWiaM55812... LDMM5 

32230- MSE9i»te«CiiajRMteMCCyw381fl Bated* 11 

34560 SHARP«3IIWWtD»(«aTaESiBBramMBjan3713 -_.TSprafco7 

-Udederad- 

BETTnft fr4 Bwbrom, 8-1 Mteer Jnteen, ftl DetaE 7-1 Rtee 91 Sfatee. 10-1 Natta My, 12-1 

i. mm. "tt n*— 14 1 nlteai 

199ft (terra S» 5 9 2T tes 7-1 Rvan) (tani 114) 14 on 
FORM GUIDE 

ft may be worth chanong thn BMRBASON handles the DA te«ut in tt>e ^ourid, such is hd 

form at present. Gary Moore's five-yeer-oW scared three times on the a3-wea?rer here =n 
February and March am has earned that farm over to Wf. w>ivb« here and at Brighton, 
most rreentty beat*® Neuwest half a lengBi- All those wns have been over seven fuf-on^s, 
but the softer {found meets that thb should prove a suftaera test of swrana and Barha- 
son ramnnson agoadmaAaBiqwedlolhB eB-weaihef. Nehiral Key was fifth io Bama- 
aon over seven haunts on turf hero last month, beaten ju» over tteoe lengths, ardhai j 
9b puL Al her wins have been at ths trip and she should g> dose wdh Ftet Eddery booted. 
Meter jofeon certainly handtes soft Bound well and put up a good performance on ms re- 
cent retran to be ttttd of 17 to O® at Lecester. He Is drawn furthest from the rads todav- 
diougb. -tat Late has scored tour tones on the as -weather ance he tea ran on tw*. ft re- 
ntals to be seen whether he can repradiioe res best but the term of he stable means a 
break snoe January should nt* be a problem. 5m Dmfg had Bamason over three lengths 
back n kwth when wmng on lhe aft-waather here to January and s S&> better aR. but tms 
tup E ntey ® prove too shut tor Mm. Mr Freely has &med al Its «ms on the afi-weath^ ■ 
er but should not be written oft wdh FfanWe Detain to the satfe. wmde Desdxae may lea-re 
beiwte htn ha poor ran at Newmwtet testume and had been a ctase torn! of 18 to East- 
ern RopheK on Ms reappeaanoe at Kemptaa Setacdom BARBASON 

■ Clive Brittain sends the globe-trotting Needle Gun to Rome 
on Sunday for his third crack at the Prcmk> Presidente della Re- 
pubblica. Brett Doyle’s mount, second in die Group One con- 
test in 1994 and last year, is out to make the most of the defection 
of Geoff Wragg’s Sasuru. A field of eight go to post for the mile- 
and-a-quarter event, with Group-winning pair laid De Nuit 
(Michael Hills) and Grey Way the main home-trained dangers. 
Ray Cochrane has been booked to ride useful German performer 
Artan. Brittain also runs the Diadem Slakes fourth Sylva Par- 
adise in the Group Three Premia Melton over six furlongs on 
the same card. 


.to-; 

HYPERION 

215 Skelton Sovereign 245 Carlton 3J5 QU9I- 
ing 2A5 First IHaHe 4^15 indiscreet 445 Dfrab 


2-45 


GOING: Good to Finn (Good In ptarwj. 

STALLS: Inside. DEAW ADVANTAGE: High for Sf ft 7T lOOyrfe. 

■ RighUtand. goBoptng coarse wbli very stifT -IT. 

■ Conroe is im W of Unm on AlttiTi. Bus servlre bwn Bc\«V^ 
naiion (Hiil - Scarborough One) 2m. ADMISSION: Club S 12; 
Jrmkrc Chib 1 10 ro 21-ycar-okfe) 18: TattcnallsSS; SBver Ring 13; 
Course Enclosure 52; Picnic aim 52 or 53 per car. ph» S3 per 
occupant. CAR PASS: FVee 

BUNKERED FTBST TIMS: Nolrie 12.4.1), Wtnaton (M. I -i), L*w- 
fnTLoee 14.45). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Golden Badecr I l.Vi) 
won d Bamthon on Thursday. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Ywvtensky C4.15) scni 24G miles 
by J Donkip from Arundel, W Sussex 


HYPftC HANDICAP (CLASS E) £SpOO 
added 3YD 7f 100yds 

aoan BJDEMRRBM6fM)CIMua97 DranllcKnM9 

10400- B0UB»(23qjBEny?4 PtaMfRT 

506- CatBDE)9>ISStUEfiTEtan0ai9a. 

44000 N0UE(5)MMton91. 


435-03 MGOODNCX(21)UWE38atiy90-- 

011655 0-HARRY(14)tD) RHdtaead90 

43-0 HAM7 (45) N GofBm 8 13 

363303 MMDREW {11} T Oemas B 12- 


.-LCta»ck2 
-iCtmfiUB 
SPteran8B 
_Elyta(3)l 
_ DHtaon3 
-Altar {5)6 


20606 UP M RAKES (78) [D)S BntagB8 10 SWBteterl I A 1C 

2244-4 BON LUCK Cl^-i B oth: 5 8 10 IQtal7 - 

425-50 B0ISBI1KDNDBBaur{R|)l>9|NTHIer4a9JWMr4 

214300 SOiIfCJONN(taJtaies488 OlUbreS 

112005 AMKnimO>IJLBn587 MGteatficrUB 


BLACK MLL STAKES (CLASS C) £8*000 
added 3YO lm 2f 


63004) KLAVA CONSONANT (36)) BEDvd 3 U OUrttaU 

40-000 MIMGO PARK HI) Mrs J tensdei 8 10 j Fortune £3 

000- QNCERMMERSUfi5)DAMrrai89 CMterlO 

640-23 D0KTWtffl»Tl'l«E(14j(BF)FLee88 AO&mS 

15000 LBSft) OF ARAGON (11) (OR i Omt 8 7 . — G DteM 14 
55066 DEPElSCEE(UG)(D|MWEa5i3ty85_Tmi2 

60004 CARUWCW)GLrae,84 PteietayU 


-50000 S1EZ TORNADO (10) (0) E Aftfan 4 8 6 GDuBiUUV 

00600 WltSTOM (10) ID) J Beftet 4 8 4 MEtayGB 

_ jj | |n — 

BEnHft 61 Fteafiy MM, 13-2 Mdi Premium. 7-1 Tarftun, 10-1 Dfafiys 
ARbonw, 12-1 Imugm , RoyM Rewit. Qutag. tamter Chtar, SMnBHd- 
la, 14-1 Kata Sunriro, 16-1 WratM,Ni>CWN* l 20-l Bonita. Sn- 
dai fatal, 25-1 altera 


1 05124 YAyiBtSKf (ta i Ou'vap 9 5 

2 1- MDfSCKET (CAN) (281) D Law 9 1 

3 2-1 BAmAmMPftLQnonSLZ 

-31 


— .K0wtay2 

_.0 Ibbtaa l 


BEtnUft 4^ tefiaomet, 34- Bart* Paya, 61 TMetay 


4^45] 


BURTON BUSHES HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£5,000 added 2m 3Syds 


[a45l 


2JL5 


KPUNSCOTE SOUND STAKES (CLASS 
F) £3^00 added 3YD lm 2f 

2-5500 BA1LPET (17) J Kates 012 DHartsoa 7 


46061 SIEtATQN 880.(12) (0) N lidnmai 7 l?__RKuA«n (5) 4 
60450- MUUN5 EXECUIIVE pH) E Ater 711 DMVKlfi 

_ _ 

HETTWC 7-2 Carttow, &-1 Marita, 61 Urafti Pwfa 7-Z SheraUB 6hL 
161 C- Harry, 12-1 Legend Of Aragon, Botere, Bate, Court Exfrera, b 
Good Mck, U-l ttert Italy Mre, Nobta, Al Am connront, Rufii tata- 
eotaft 261 oltea 


.-MfiBitta 10 
..QDofWd 2 


1 

2 00600 CAFIAIN HWT (12) ASrmhS 12. 

a 0-0050 F?mraB»E(i2)jjcrrwi8i2. 

4 0 GUARD A DREAM U2) Ur? MtaeKif 812 — ,_AOihanaB 

5 334043 SKB]DNSOVBS«0(D)RHiftreraBa812f lyta(8)8 

6 6606 AR90reU.(USA)U2}MsL9vtte87 S Santa 8 

7 00060 F00USH BlftTSt (3^ R BasQmoi 3 7 DMoGtam4 

8 00 MAINS PATH (12) S Gofinp 8 7 PaMBfaeryS 

9 605860 MBSaiMV(U)BBB«i87 RMMon(7)S 

10 305035 ROCI«{12)lteNMacai0f37 StateterU 

11 oo ROCK IT ROSE (12) Or J Scape 7 M Fatal 

-Ufiadtad- 

BEIlWft 2-1 Staftoa Srweretev 4a BotaPot, S-Utoetao, 61 FOOta 
Ftatter, 161 Rdter Eddta, 13-1 ftta A Dream. Rock R Rare, 144. te- 
boreal, 161 Captab Htat, 261 often 


3-15 

1 401-50 

2 OOOftb 

3 40652 

4 -05113 

5 01)362 

6 40033 


RODMANS NORTH SOUTH SERES IfCAP 
(CLASS D) £6000 added lm 100yds 

RA1A SUNBSE (ZD (D| CSnto 4100 IFortaneS 

TBfniM (7) (Cft M Waw 5 9 11 J Carol 19 

9teBniA(HS)(D)(BF)C POIta 599 — DRt*cCate2 
WGH PRBOM (7) Pt (BE) R F»ey 9 9 8 Jl Wtata (7) 15 

qtUM8(Ui)M Dote 59 5 Flinch ^12 

SUARIBt CHARIER (15) (CD) CM) Ms L SU« 4 9 2 . 


.7 64462 HMLYNANtlflUF«tac49l 

6 3-OQ60 

9 00060 

10 22000 

11 2-3200 

12 11206 


8 

J»H*rte»2 


1 

243623 

3 

0-0516 

3 

212044 

4 

05000 

5 

£0200 

6 

40650 

7 

46100 

a 

356CD 

9 

22420 

10 

50000 

u 

03010 

12 

40050 

13 

000646 

14 

43D0O 

15 

00000 

15 

00600 

17 

64406 

18 

6-60 

19 

030460 


WTLUAM HILL HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£6£00 added 5f 

BEAUYd^A D 9tei 79 12C1«ea (3» B 


13 



ROIAL RESULT (USA) (7) (0) f D Baron 4 9 1_ Jt Datay 19 

QUEENS CONSUL (7) (CD) B Rothsdl 790 H Fata ID 

NO OEMS (3ft (D)D ftartkA 90 teCrwaU 

TBRMD(USA) D2)TBann4 8 13 Rlan*i7 

GIADIS AUHORPC (199) (D) J L Eyre 4 8 13 ,-T Wftans 14 


IF 1W ROAD (IQ J Car 3 7 U N KawadyTG 

tSTWVS (U) (CD) R Itaipam 5 7 10J Btaft R 10 
-19 dadared- 

MWnun 7 bt1CBl TnmtmSapwefft: DMAs TMaes 7a 7ft. 
BET7WG: 61 taWder Trader, 1IU2 RstMoft 61 Braadstato Brtay, B 
Mnw, 10-1 Sredra Corrte, 12-1 SootoTbe 14-1 Sara 

dare Wan, Sondcrtsa, SoopaflctaL 16-1 W totaar, ftade Ryar, Lodi- 
Itea trarfiy, Nerfa BoaaaM, fin i buliftngdar, 261 often 


1 1144-6 RUSKEN RMDBl (5) (CO) K Hogg 5 10 0 A Daly (5) IS 

2 16364 DRAB(1A) (D) TD Baton 4 9 11 K0ortoyl8 

3 6(12-0 maiCHIW(lBig(2ft((S)FMiipral099-JtaUn820 

4 52126 HAiBAHK(215) fCO) V) Ha9> 797 J Tate 2 

5 51322 MVRW(UBKI«BA)Ciq(CD)C9rt9\4e6J«teneri 

6 21600 CHRtfSUDtl9mBMeehan696 fiDtefiftl4B 

7 3COM GINCRAKHGE8(19)GH3mes78 13 AtatareU 

8 01-000 ARCADYUU JLKWb4813 PWEddesyG 

9 10X30 HE'S GOT MNCS (11) (□) Mr3 J Ramsdsi 4 8 7J Rxtroe 8 V 

10 340446 H. NDO (33) (D) D Chaonai 98 7 ACofcanelS 

11 40426 ANCB0RE»WDBata587 TIMtara7 

12 00611 maU{29)(CD)KHQ£98e JLCteretalT 

13 at)65- ARJDLARX (MO) J Kartoi 5 7 13 OMaGtawalSV 

14 20006 SHARPTDOH«tB»RM»teerl0riD_.-..DIIM9dl* 

15 321521 GOLDS! HADS7 CQ (D) M F^toi 6 7 164eH M B3H (3) 13 

16 ,0653 R0HAUro{29)UBtKtaJ7 710 1 (tan 5 

17 01006 eHCRAKCnMNO(llSQ)hDrait»lan8710JlitandyU 

18 0044ft COimURE (4fl M Ryan 4 7 10 RIMeo(E)U 

19 -00200 TUP PRIZE (12) (CO) M atom 9 7 10 GBtanIGV 

20 0064 LASRJL UFfE (A) T Dmta 7 7 10 li Huston (7)3 B 

-20dedaad- 

terduMn 106. rneftflnflfcap ae^sEGQUBiHadfeer 7390. Fto- 

mafito 7Sf 9ft CymoaA Cymo 7a -Ifa. COntrane Tst 3b, fop ftue 7S 20. 
UMU low 71a2b. 

BEnwfc4-l Ita Got Wta0j,M Sateen Hadeer. 61 Ktabte.7-1 D lab, 
161 Arcadr, Lad, Jam, dean FAOt 12-1 farnfib, Freta lay, 
161 Rtehn tedder, Ataoma. 161 MAh*. 261 oftare 


HYPERION 

220 EastcBffe 2SO Bdd Statement 3J20 Real 
tonic 3^0 Nonlos 420 Whaat Fettle 4^0 Hol- 
land Way 


10 FftBSOO NEADOM£CX(taWVbui|ai09 1 

11 04404 IHORKIDUN E5DQE (F12) M Tofuter 4 10 7 . 


a 


-11 


(5)V 


BEttaft 61 EeMcflffa, 61 Fropa Cbwfia, 61 Mstor Trick, 12-2 CtdU 
Factor, 61 Elaraa CBy, 10-1 Tdontoxs Estate, 261Connawy. Wend- 
lf SocWy, Bye Ran, Tartan Joy, M i rah retocl r 


GOING: Good to non. 

■ Left-hand, undutartng cnoree. Rmwn of 260yd. 

■Ctarete«mmtawntadmSofHctai»i.S»94wtatTOvtow. 

Uetara euita 2m. ADMISSION: Club IS: Paddock £6 i.OAPs 
44 ]. CAR PARK: Free. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Noata (OnO). 

WINNKSS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RDNNER& Ertstoae (2.60) ft Attest (3.20) 
sent. fJO mllaby J Cunja from Beefocd, Humbcwtdc. 


250 


220 


0433*1 
502054 
5-0P&4 
340340 
*K8F 
1F41P1 
4F3332 
PPW 
OOf 9 


CONDmONALJOCKEYST NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £2^25 added 3m 

BSICUTE(2n(C)WMcKecrei5117 D ThonM (3) 

EIBWALaiY(l£)GRUia'fc6117 R Bran* (5) 

owpt c rpftJSaran9no stator 


PENSHER SECURITY DOORS W NOVICE 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £2^25 added 2m 

8J411F SUIBIMNC{aB){D)UrtUltoiitay51112 PMreo 

UJ4512 BOLD STATOerT 0.7) (CO) (Bfi G M Mqob 5 U 6K Benttey 

40 BUCHEV HOUSE (7) JChatni 5 110 TFtaed 

5 CHARIOT MAN (5) Ms 3 Sinto 5 11 0 RWHw«(E) 

00P0 HSIIME (72) J Cubs 5 11 0 Ml 

0 DUOfTTHE BUIIBI (4Q MS S Snnh S 11 0 AS1 

OOOPO HUNntG3LAIE(17)CGnn&UO. 


-P3334 AUCfir(2q-ICwtoG112. 


4UUPP0 BROONHKLtXBtB? (38) J Htawn 7 U2 

OQ232U EJEMFUft{$MsSSmtft9112 ft 

6PP20 JUST PM IE (40) J A Move 8 11 2 —IRMH 

OAP253 PANIWftPIIMCEl«a)10tetal8U2 

FP3P0P PBtSRN GRANGE (18)0 Urt* 7 U.2 

72-426 RIWOB{151}LlJun0)81l2 



420 


/BOOR) FESITVA1. FANCY (17) ftl) B Mactag&rT 10 1011 GLee 

464033 ncmpqLbsMAntei7iou as son 

-lfldacteid- 

BEITWB T4MMa S-i Boaewtar. Itentara MBro, 7-1 Pteabob, 12-1 
Afieac, JaM For tea, Fsathte Racy, 161 others 


2501 


CRU nvena (28) Ms M Rateey 7 11 0 

RflORJUfSOCErrm W Storey 11 110 


PP063 StARLM SAK (40) J Sasreon 8 U 0 PCtobcny 

OOPS WEAPONS PHK RTTsM 6 11 0 RGarrtty 

•50060 AABBt H0U7 (U)) J Qnn 8 10 9 B Storey 

043006 SALBR BEACH (281 M ToRvrosr 5 10 9-_C MeOwwta (7) 

WAVER UNEM Banos 4 10 4 Stator (5) 

-12 dedsred- 

BEnWC: 2-1 Bote Stolreneat . 61 S teorMtax. 161 Boeteoy Horae. Cter- 


i Gtea w Mao. Bktt Tta Bteler.Starita Son, 161 ftamons Free, 161 otters 


1 442030 

2 F-2RP 

3 224*60 

4 030000 

6 5P1144 

6 SOOOO 

7 A2R00B 

8 30620P 

9 PB2 


LORD’S TAVERNERS SELUNG HURDLE 
(CLASS G) £2,375 added 2m 

MAMOItatUtarotCD) C&arteil 7 P»ren 

KASStAMA M Harmond 6 11 0 R&aftty 

N0N0S(14(BRGM Moore GUO J Hoff (7) 8 

ovra STAIHJ (7) J VfedB 7 11 0 Stator (H) 


IAN STRAKER MEMORIAL HXAP CHASE 
(CLASS F) £4000 added 2m 110yds 

0P34O3 WHAAT FETILE (10) (C) G RvJuttt.12 12 D PMvea 

31336F TNMEAUS(7)mGMhtocrebU& NBeaUayB 

442313 TAPAICH(l^ro(HF)MWEas®tiy9110 PCtany 

6210© CARD8BEN(7) (D)(BF) J Baday9 100 9 Storey 

506040 SUPBt SANOT (37) (CD) f Water) 10 10 0 KJotem 

OTMU SUPBtMARKtUQBWacogtetUlOO Gtee 

-Gdsdared- 

AefiruniteJe lost Rue tandesp we&tz Cflnfcnden 9tf LU6. Super Ssndy 
» 9fa SUpermarfae 9sr Jft. 

BEnwe: G4 Whaat Fetfls. 4-1 Tapatah, 61 Tata Fait, Cradeoden, 7-1 
taper Satta. IB-1 Supennartoe 


4^0 


PALACE OFftOU (4^ (D) L Ur^l 7110.. 

TEDW EDWARZ».{iq Ate A Nagfei 7 U QMrT J Bssry (7) 
TWTwmCPaaeTllO D Prater 


IWSTBnnCK(39)IP)LUrB>7110 — .WDoafiag(S)B 

PAPmCHNBE(DSA) (26) C Pater GUO F latey 

RVE RUM (S3) 1 A|«K*sy 6 11 0. BMt80(3) 

TARmtJOY{2aiAMocre6UO RWfttoaonP) 


3.20 


BISHOPS SKMNER NORTHERN NOVICE 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4*075 added 3m If 
F1231I> REAL TDMC (23) (D)G Rebate 7 122 PCartamy 


ft0HESPWT(143Jtor4109_ 
SUmjA dfl i Jtfaaui 6 10 9. 
-fir 


-Ft 

AS SofiBi 


aernNG: 62 Pataca OfOoW, 61 Hoehra. 61 Kaftaen, 7-1 Soaota. 61 
TMao. Hob Eta, 161 In k WonerA, 261 often 


BISHOPS SKINNER HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £2£25 added 2m 4f 110yds 
LFO-P M0RB1F 4 SDMO (Iffl (D! J M Jtferaxi 7 U 10R Swrifty 

22-P41 RASCAUY (33) [CW Has LEJdSafi 7 11 6 — M Foster 

502333 MGMANDWAY(3)(C)MTodhunBr9U4CMcCMnBck(7) 

201360 NKDA GROOVY (14) (CD) IPakSUl NSmBiB 

1604ft JUMB051»(19e)jDaai7U)9 — B Storey 

540040 DOKIFD«CErCUWtSC10)kteKLairt)5101taSLta(7) 
-Gdadared- 

BEITm 61 Hiesend Way, 164 Raacafiy, 13ft Moreof A Comer, Kto- 
da Braovy, Jota Star, Dont Fntet Cprtb 


HYPERION 

2-10 Kjnnecash 2.40 Rich Life 3J.0 Euro Singer 
3^0 Neva Chanip 410 The IWseacti 440 Mac- 
george 5J0 Rimert Blues 5*40 Cotmtry House 


8 l»4ft SIS. SOLD (14) TR Nosey 7 11 0 Hr R Baton (7) 

9 PR550 THEBHRGaMN(NZ)(22)DGendCdo9110 RDrewoody 

10 3*565 WHO AH I (W6)R Mar 7 110, Alberta 

11 OPftO NBLVSUEf(U)CB<ODte01O9 GBratay 

-lldretead- 

BETTINta 61Wtb tepwaty, 62 ffleh Uta, 7-1 OM «, 61 Wafi* Court. 
Dosort Brew. 161 Haneorer, Tte Bbsom Who Aar 1, 161 otters 


AWrnum 10a. Tw tanftao us^as GaWari Oral 9a lift Bd*g 

Hflttfig Ste. 

BETTDB: 7-2 Nora Ctatfip, 7-1 That Dead, No Hdfl^frl Brer lawn. 
161 Itertofi Boy. Carat Mortar, Fanwy an, tar R 00, 161 often 


CONCHO0OR K Bafey 5 11 4 

' DEPUTY LEADER NHoidBffiaii 5 11 4. 


.winui(7) 

..TCMwptfir 


4JX) 


GOING: Gvort lo Finn. 

■ Left-hond mnnw, lectl wifli long ftreJghu, eaq* turns and » Atf' ■ 
toriR nnvin. 

■ Coarse w on (be A413 by lhe Ftorcr Seram- Worcester (Fore- 
gueta) Aailon lm. ADMISSION: Members S 12.00; TaUcteata 
50 A0[ Course 55 (OAPs 52J50). GAS PASt Free; ptaitr area 
parl dcs S2JU. 

BUNSEBBD FIRST THIS: Oar Bob«aivlNrteriU3.tO) l B«aer 
Future (-1 .401 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Walla Coart. (.2.40) 
won u Warrrtek on Soumta: Norm Champ 1 3.40) won at Here- 
ford on Sauiday: Tnw Deed (U.40] mm u Exrter op Monday. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUlQfSlSrWklla Coart (2.40 .)mM 21 1 mfles 
try i BWwil from High Seaum, Cumtscta', Fancy Glen (3.401 rare 
21 1 rmlta by) J OTfcdl from Skdion Wood End, Cambria. 


3JJ0 


HORSERACE LEVY BOARD HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS F) £2^25 added 2m 

04*115 EURO sweat Q4)(D)Ttei^S 12 0 SRpnffl 


613421 8nDrWRHME(RQtl57)mCEtenn7111D..J0ftanM 

10-354 MTnZZ(USA)[G5){D)WHeil5ni0 l-BPowfl 

232152 RWTW«VS(2Qra(Bf)C!A*Ml9il6AHBlw«imV 


ZIP 


run rainerrofiwtanere ybatfUfafift w 3«lm iaat 


80%. 


^ re t aa t-pH ead wfiilB r rc: leffllBM ttSS T). Kahyaa (198S), Wurwar (1595) 5-ft' 
wfanot: Bobeftfiiairt 0&931 14-1- 


Ibptrekier M Stouta- tack Hopper 11990), Howter'a New (lfl94) 


Tr® Jockey: WH Staun - tacb Hopper (19901. teeessr '(1992): Hnder^Han (199« 


HOLUTGRSN HURDLE (CLASS E) £2^25 
added 4Y0 2m 

1 022114 WftSCASH (THD) PR P Bavrn 11 12 M A Aborted 

2 81203 MUJBK£PEDiat(iqjaill5 ftltowefiye 

3 U ROMANI)C«wnOR(3])(Bnd9igerl012 BPOwtl 

4 4RAJ TSTOCVmUtsHKn^ilflll JCitaty 

5 OP StfittEi PWCESS (F35 G Faro 10 7 fiBndtay 

-5daSared- 

BEmttt ftns Ktemrcta, 62 Mnee MMte 61 TMcbw. 161 fb- 
aantto Warrior, tanwr Prfiwaa 


ifiraiufi wage ioa lm harntep we0)K tkUMf 99 13e, Mofie SG 
reeSK5ta 

BEITWS: 61 Em Stager, Say Wtt Ha. lift Hotarz, IM TManayt, 
61 OW Hobart, Dafiy sport AM. Oaaale Pte, 161 oftere 


INA BEARING COMPANY IfCAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £3,650 added 3m 

330*12 TIE T0tS£ACH (2ft J ^nsfsre 6 12 0 ItetemV 

S21WP SO PROUD (24j fcteA rtrett 12 11 B Jli 


44031P OURHOKHTOftm (BF)Aarea»5U4 TSqrV 

06P1C APACHEPfflX^12)^D8LRrieC410U_i>)tardHlB 
60PW4 DMUTSPORTORLIS) n B LlQtet^ 8 lOBflkJLLtaBlyo 

644504 OOBGJflGEDtWefT) LfcsLSdDSB 108 RDnoody 

HP22F CLASSC PAL (USA) (38) (CD) N MUM6 104 — OStyHrw 

2HWF IK LOWRY fflLBar«5100 SWyoao 

OftOOO MOUJESUBISdft J KOravdl 5 LOO H 

- 11 r 


344400 GBERftLMMBffi (38) M ftB 7 U 4. APlIcCay 

•3P-P2R BUUENSBAY |4Z) (D) BUwwlpi81012 -BPrerefi 

006422 DERRWC BROflE(7) S>) WreSJonrecn 7 10 5 J Jobnwn 
50564 HffiWWPPO mm W B Atagh 9 10 0 JCttad 

urarun iwec last Due temaqp terfirero «wy 9S 12b. 
BEITM& UftTtoTsbeaet, 314««HnnfioriAar,62 Denb«BrtdBe. 
7-1 i Wta wt Poppy. 161 So Proud. Mens Bay 


7 

8 

9 OQ FJUJEE MUCH (lOB) (11-00*6 5 11 4 JtM0htey (I) 

10 5F- RARE GET (USA) pabOMOnlsanflU* fl Ahwmy (3) 

11 RKHTRONRUM FMuiTy 5 11 4 LAtaft 

12 ROHStAXBIRPeacodiG 11* ,C Watte (Q 

13 UF- SCMiy BUJE (389) B fteeoe 6 11 4 JftAHCnw 

14 WMSTUI««KETFataEr6114 JfrRBsvs 

15 BARIWULSBto*fe»51013 XAtapin^ 

15 OB CaiOU CM 5 10 13 Softie ntaA {31 

17 DUMBRATTMDThom4 ID 13 SRym(5) 

18 00 OUTRAGEOUS AfFMi (7) A Janes 5 10 13___J IfcGea (3) 

19 zsrriHE icstA PEectes 5 10 13 O Ran CO 

-lSdadared- 

GET1INE Ltar, 162 Rta Bhta 7-lCteataH, Oroetetar, 

^CWva.ft-1 Bars art, 161 FUgUHon Rub. WiWSngJate. 161 oft- 


4.40 




0~An\ GREAT MA1VBTN NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
E) £4£75 added 2m 4f UOyds 


1 w RRH UFi (3S3) (CD) C Vfaedan 7 U 

2 4ftP31 WAUSCSfi*I(7)nJ8»telilDll? Ldltora 

3 25-F10 Wim IffUKfTY (21) (D) P Mcfrrfe 8 11 7 RJatawon 

4 0942P ASnttLH«SION(USA)(7]TWaGU0^^nta 

5 22-36* CRAKE HRIWPHobM 7110- WHwataB 

5 03F383 DaSffBMWffll*BS&i«i7110 RtaM 

7 3R31 HtetSOVBI (5® (I? R Lee ll 11 0 ftlferelyn 


D3Bff 
33553 
iaw- 
2UWP 
5222&1 
OG613U 
61243 

8 031331 

9 2341-1 
ID -55322 
U 06413 

12 3254 IP 

13 43437 

14 P2BU20 

15 55F3G5 


COKDmONAL JOCKEYS' IfCAP CHASE 
(CLASS f) £3^475 added 2m 7Y HOyds 

DWTIHLURWIFE (7) (Q CE«Mon 1112 D..JI Bmy B 
fCVADA GOD (82) (0 F farby 11 11 7.. Jtechad fteanan 
HMRU. BOY (49Q (Q tta V Wftans ID U 5..-P ttefioy 

UntSMPPER [7fl R Sntei 12 11 4 II 

COURT MAStBt (la R 9urta CIO 13 Rl 

FWftYGLBI (40j JJCffW 101011 DJamtt(7) 


SUCKLEY NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4)075 added 2m 7f 110yds 

214031 0ftEAMRS£TOD»Msen7120 Rteemn 

71122 MACSBDRS (21) R lee 7 12 0 RDoBnady 

6 14PQ RA«AZE {22J KBatey 7X18 £ O’Dwyer B 


tggrn 


61DP0 LBi DEFAWLLE (Z3) J iQiwn 7 11 8. 
61PP3 MUf*(21) Me A PEnut 6 11 8, 


..JR 


filWn 

31606 EnDtRRUtE(74)rKedd)r8ll2ui J&jfiJtorB 

OOPftB CWCYSWiECI7)T&a^6112 SWgww 

64245 RVEHAGS (2q (P) WsS Srrwh 9 11 2 . J Oret 

-50FFP GBWPS PREE (821 J 6 11 ? SCWm 

328432 8LEN6ARRF ®L CH) fC) (BF) M Flpe 7 10 UA P MeCoy V 


W-22 KBMCBYSIAL(NZ)(2S)AHabDs81Dll._ 
KM SIRAY HARMONY (86) R$m4h 710 li.._ 
-13 dodo red- 


.J Greene 
-DUMah 


HNS? IBBI (BG) D GanUfa 8 10 ll—taptee Mfttesl B 
trust DS) (USA) n (D9 5 IU191 9 10 llifieqX Aten B 

ItOYA CHAMP (7) UsS Sntoi 9 ID ID GFRjnq 

LfiYirOFF(lS)JJOTWa8l06 lAtodi 

NDFBxvmpRneMDauteins dpo* 

GOOD FOR A LAUQI (2g A hoHB 13 ll) 5 OBnan 

JAftfiREAiet (58) B Mtasn 10 ID 4 DSta 

BOUH0i>AL(qRtaM9l21Da J Hedartnott (7) 

DCKWG match mJBratar 10 100 Iter 

-15 declared - 


BBlRft 61 MasRaorCe, 61 (keen RHa, Knfioia, 61 Metata Gtara 
KnfTtet 161 Llea Da fteta 12-1 Fta tap, S-1MMC 

LONGDON MlERRAamE Ml FLAT RACE 
(CLASS H) (DIV I) £1,500 added 2m 


5JO 


1 RUPERT BUJES (38) ^ 11 U -JRrO Mrflwl (7) 

BABBUMGBR00f(SQt««avr5114 Ife-R Brain (7) 

BebRQWIWDB Ita PWHnle 5 11 4 Jte J taUtao (7) 

BSWERAJto4e5U4 EHastnte^ 

07 CAERE OF U8HT (758) J Bore 6 11 4 HrMHamd 

ODUDY Ml H Kri^a 5 U 4 |*AWa8o(7) 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 
ID 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 
IS 
17 
ID 


LONGDON INTERMEDWTE NH FLAT F 

(OASS H) (pw H) £1^00 added 2i 

A YStSE TO ORDHt Mss P WfflB 6 II 4 Hr J Gsteft 

242D BOnEPRBKIVEm) JHKhatonG 114 DPa 

H0U flAKHIY TFasKr5 114 ABM 

jtrsWBnnG8iAiian6ii4 osm 

tt U6HffMKSIS.(3QD(ta>Sll4 i-JHAP 


-RMbb 


0 BSPWII teKGeage5U4 

0 PAratPRWCE ptZ) (87) A Hobbs 5 11 4. ft Bonn 

TREA T M BOL D P Bnapi 5 11 4 iCtoren 

6 TWFfiC0RCIBtO7a HBcnvS 114 ira^ 

2 COUNTRY HOUSE So) (BF)J 0051013 SMteKU 

6 DANCHG H RX1 (31) T P 5 10 13 LSoft 

UUCWT0UCHWMur41013 


MMAUNStataa.51013 XAh, 

0 fite ta UITI EBRMR (14) Gaawty 51013^. 

THE Mrati LHKOD h Qtaree 4 10 13 CSOM 

a W»SNYWUiAEG)a(j/iKblQ13- IPtoten 

0 «BSOUnEPHdOF(7)WOMW4108__...jp # 

0 lADf BOCO (77) FDxnri 4 108 

-Utfedared- 

BETnftHOMnteHou^UBotaePiteCbe.itetaaiteay 12 
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sport 


PILKINGTON CUP FINAL; Nine years in the trenches have taken their toll of spirited performer 

Morris reaches 


point of no return 


g^TTTTTOAY 10 MAY 1997 ■ THE INDEPENDENT 


T hey will converge by the 
busload oa Twickenham 
today to bid Dewj Morris 
the fondest of farewells: fami- 
ly, friends and bleary-eyed 
drinking partners from Crick- 
howell and Crewe, Wigan and 
Warrington, old-fashioned Or- 
rcll and salubrious Sale. A pop- 
ular lad, our Dewi; indeed, if 
popularity could be translated 
into tries and conversions, there 
would be no earthly point in 
Leicester turning up for this af- 
ternoon’s PilJdngton Cup final. 

Should Morris leave his 
favourite stadium with a first 
winner's medal, it is just possi- 
ble that his personal battalion 
of vociferous supporters will 
give his already successful busi- 
ness career another leg up by 
sicking a bottle or two of Black 
Death vodka. It would, howev- 
er, be asking a bit much of them 
to drink enough to solve their 
hero’s most pressing profes- 
sional difficulty; 1 0 million cas- 
es of the stuff would constitute 
the mother of all bangoveis. 

“We’ve got a bit of a problem 
with Boris Yeltsin at the mo- 
ment," Morris explained at the 
end of another long day in 
which he had just about man- 
aged to balance the demands of 
hs job as hk company’s national 
sales manager with his more fa- 
miliar role as Sale's vibrantly en- 
thusiastic scrum-half. “A year 
ago, we were exporting between 
eight and 10 millkni cases of vod- 
ka to Russia annually. Then the 
president slapped a tan on it No 
more vodka imports, full stop. 
We’re still gelling them gin. but 
it's not quite the same." 

From today onwards, Morris 
will spend rather'more of his 
time pondering the plusses and 
minuses of the vodka flow- 
chart. He has yet to slam the 
door completely on his playing 
career - he has two seasons left 
on his Sale contract -but it looks 
increasingly likely that he will in- 
voke his get-out clause and call 
it a day after this last hurrah 
against the Tigers. “You can go 
on and on in tins game but there 
comes a time," be said with just 
a trace of sadness in his voice. 
“This is probably the end. 

“I simply can’t do it all again 
next season, not to the extent I’ve 
done it this time. I'm 33, not 23, 
and while my employers have 
been good to me throughout my 
rugby life it's becoming physically 
impossible to perform both jobs 
professionally. Anyway, I’m not 
as fit as I was. I was fairly inac- 


The popular Sale 
scrum-half tells 
Chris Hewett this 
will be his last big 
game - probably 

live for 12 months after the 1995 
World Cup and its difficult to get 
all the way bade to peak condi- 
tion after a lay-off like thaL - ’ 
Happily, Morris will not leave 
the stage in a state of advanced 
burnout, as he did two years agp. 
He has found his Indian summer 
every bit as invigorating as he had 
hoped when he took the plunge 
and returned to top-flight rugby 
last August; and with a daughter 
of seven months to contend with 
at home, his celebrated zest for 
life is in full flood once again. 

“It’s not a case of my body in- 
sisting that I retire. Quite hon- 
estly, I don't feel anywhere 
□ear as tired as I did after the 
World Cup. God, I was shat- 
tered after that. I’d gone round 
the training track and done 

We’ve got a bit 
of a problem 
with Boris 
Yeltsin at the 
moment’ 


the weights that many times, 
made so many sacrifices in so 
many different ways, that when 
we left South Africa I said to 
myself: ‘That's it. All over. Let's 
go back to life and stan living 
again.' I don't feel that way now. 

“In fact. I’d love to stay in- 
volved with Sale in some capac- 
ity because they're doing things 
the right way. I'd be lying if I said 
the financial package had noth- 
‘ing to do with my decision to 
come out of retirement - of 
course ft did - but 1 agreed to play 
because I knew the dub was be- 
ing run professionally and that 
we’d be fully competitive. That 
was very important to me; it’s no 
fun being kicked up the arse every 
Saturday afternoon, no matter 
how much you’re being paid" 

Nine years in the trenches 
have left their mark. Three bro- 
ken noses, a comprehensively 
knackered left shoulder joint, 
problems with both knees, 
stretched and strained ligaments 


in his right ankle and, at the start 
of this season, a busted rib or two 
courtesy of a big hit at ^fest 
Hartlepool; that is a heavy toQ in 
anyone's language and although 
the latter injury gave Morris 
some unexpected quality time 
with baby Jessica, the price tag is 
becoming seriously inflationary. 
Yet even m last week’s ferocious 
battle royal with Leicester at 
Heywood Road, sheer enjoy- 
ment was the name of the game. 

“One of the most rewarding 
aspects of this season has been 
working with John Mitchell, 
whose contribution as director 
af rugby has been huge. I'm glad 
I never had to play against him, 
that’s for sure. There is no ar- 
rogance about the man - quite 
the opposite, because any ref- 
erence to his own achievements 
has to be dragged from him - 
but he has brought a hard win- 
ning edge to the dub and that 
makes ail the effort worthwhile. 

“I’ve always taken the view 
that rugiyy games are there to 
be won. With John in place 
here, all that old English ‘Don't 
worry, chaps, it’s only a game' 
nonsense has gone for good. 
We’ve got the New Zealand at- 
titude now and it’s making 
things happen for us. That's why 
I'll be around in some shape or 
form next season -if, of course, 
John can find a use for me.” 

Whether Sale's eager embrace 
of Mitchell's stem All Black 
virtues win guide them home 
against Leicester this afternoon 
is a moot point, but Morris is in 
no doubt that his side has struck 
a chord with the wider rugby pub- 
lic “Without being funny, I think 
a Sale victory would be good not 
only for the North-west, where it 
would help attract new invest- 
ment, big^r signings and better 
crowds, but for every rugby-play- 
ing area outside Leicester itself. 
You could go round every dub in 
the land right now, ask diem who 
they want to win and receive the 
same answer. I don't think we 
have any enemies out there and 
that is how it should be. 

“Even though Twickenham is 
not quite the place it was before 
the rebuild, it is still a magnif- 
icent stage to go out oh. Mind 
you. Til be a teg of nerves be- 
fore kick-off; I may have been 
around a fair old time but I still 
fed physically sick before a big 
game and it seems to get worse 
with age. I won't miss that side 
of rugby one little bit but I have 
to admit that given the choice, 
Td love to be 23 all over again.” 



Morris: ‘You can go on and on in this game_ Tins ts probably the emf Photograph: Em pics 


Leicester look to punish Sale’s zealotry 


CHRIS HEWETT 


Fran Cotton and Oiff Brink 
willing, English dub rugby's fi- 
nal piece of unfinished business 
will this afternoon be decided 
by boots rather than suits, pow- 
er running as opposed to pow- 
er politics. Almost for the first 
time in a season befuddled and 
betrayed by talking heads, ac- 
tions have an outside chance of 
speaking louder than words. 
Who knows? It could be the 
start of a new trend. 

Even so. the most influential 
figure in what promises to be a 
ferocious Pilkington Cup final 
between Leicester and Sale is 
unlikely to be a player at all. Bri- 
an Campsall, the international 
referee from Yorkshire, will be 
under extreme pressure from 
both sides - not to mention the 
75,000 spectators sardined into 
Twickenham - to give today's 
showpiece a chance to breathe. 

Unfortunately, Campsall can- 
not expect to please everyone, 
as Ed Morrison, his colleague on 
the England Test panel, discov- 


ered to his cost in last weekend's 
ruthless league set-to between 
the two clubs at Heywood Road. 
The modem breed of profes- 
sional player regards the law as 
an ass and spends the lion’s 
share of his time trying to kick 
it And who was forced to soak 
up the barbs and accusations as 
die dust settled on a wild and un- 
ruly encounter? You guessed iL 
The referee. 

Bob Dwyer, the Leicester 
coach, confidently expects to- 
day's match to be played out on 
a far broader canvas than the 
one in evidence seven days ago 
and Campsall, for one, would be 
happy to see that prediction 
proved correct 

According to John Mitchell, 
however, the final will differ lit- 
tle from the league confronta- 
tion. Sale's severe and 
unsparing director of rugby, 
who plays at No 8 today in the 
absence' of the injured Charlie 
Vyvyan, anticipates a merci- 
less scrap for the loose ball and 
believes Caropsall's interpreta- 
tion of the ruck laws will be cen- 
tral to the outcome. 


LEICESTER v SALE 


at TwicKenham 


0 N Matone — 1! 

N C Joiner..- — ™. V 

M W Greenwood — - X 

L S Potter—.. X 

K LUoyd — i. 1 

J : J Straw**—— — . U 

1 ..Affeafey 9 

A ; G BcMrrrtree . — 1 

B - R Cockerin— 2 

C'. OGarfbith— 3 

D M Johnson (cdpti 4 

E: M Poole. 5 

F J Welts — - 6 

G E Milter .; 8 

H* . NBack ^ — 7 

RMtanM* S HacMab R ftey. A Kanjoon. 

D D Mwh. W QOto-lM. 

naferaa: B Csrapsal (AxtcMral. 

“We will go out there in 
search of quick ruck possession, 
just as we did last Saturday, but 
one of Leicester's key attribut- 
es is their ability to slow oppo- 
sition ball and they are 
repeatedly allowed to get away 
with- it,” the former All Black 
captain from Waikato said. “To 


15 J Maifinder leapt} 

14 D Rees—.— — 

13 A Matte? 

12 J Baxended —s ... 

11 T Baton — — ^ 

10 S Mannte— - 

9 D Morris — . — 

1 P WInstantey — — 

2 S Uiarvond — — 

3 A Smith— — 

4 DErsMna 

5 D Baldwin i — — 

6 NAshurst w, 

8 J Mftcftefl — 

7 D O'Grady — ' 

• RutoCCBWMK C VMS, J OTteSy; M Dm*f. 

IHfWOTV S Ftacter, A Moth. 


Wkawttt 3.0 SKy Sport: 2 jM. \ 

my mind, it's one of the major 
problems facing English rugby. 
You need quick ball if the game 
is going to develop and the ref- 
erees have to play their pan in 
making it happen." 

If Mitchell gets his way in the 
loose and the Sale line-out 
holds up for the full SO in the 


QUOTES OF THE WEEK 


■ If s a Wt like going to heav- 

. enwflhcxit ha^ to dte first toBr 
Banks on his appointment as 
Minister of Sport . 

■We stand on our am We have 
won this without the help of the . 
Premiership. It Is not a chip on 
myshot^i6tatecx39Mtinthat . 
we hfi« done it on our omi. Thare 
b a tertte amount of jealousy to- 
wards Manchester United. Ido not 
know why. Alex Ferguson, Unti- 
ed manager, rat his side's fourth 
Premiership tide in five seasons. 

■ The first thing is to congrat- 
ulate them even though it sticks 
in your throat Roy Evans, trv- 
erpool manager, on- United. 

■ I think It was an oyer a while 
ago. actually. Alan Shearer, 
Newcastle striker, on the title 
race. 

■ No one 03ve us a chance ex- 
cept for some paper tn Buigena- 
who sakl we would stay up. fan. 
gplng to wnte to him and say 
thanks. Martin OfteHI, Leicester 
manager, after his acte had se- 
cured their Premiership status. 

■ 1 will be staying as chairman. 


Ptocrtherk^wantotocoroefor- J 
ward. Peter ffiT. chairman of j 
Hereford United, retested from 
tha Nationwide League. 

■ He has haa so irony X-rays 
the only thing he's suffering 
from now is radiation poteowng. 
Alan Sugar. Tottenham chair- 
man. on Darren Anderton: .. 

■ TheWdswehadontheline 
agamst Middlesbrough last week . 
were so young they were giving 
jelly babies out between them. 
Gerry Francis, Spurs manager, 

■ My Mum set five Or six 
chapels ablaze because she St so 
many canefies for me: Maybe now 
shell shut up about me getting 
. a proper job. Ken Doherty tftsr 
beating Stephen Hendry to be- 
come world snooker champion. 

■ I'm still vrorid No 1 by a coun- 
ty mite, fm only 2a rm not gone 
yet Hemfry. 

■ I’ve learned not to expect 
much from kids. Staseri-year-oW 
kids Just want to have fun and I 
think that's what they should do. 
Monica Seles, former tennis 
prod©, on present prodigies. 


Reading raring to go 


Hockey 

BILL COLWUi 

Reading, this season’s Nation- 
al League winners, defend their 
HA Cup title tomorrow against 
Teddington, who finished sec- 
ond to them in the League. A 
victory for Reading would place 
them alongside Hounslow as 
the only team to achieve the 
League and Cup double in the 
same season. 

With both clubs already as- 
sured of European competition 
next season, the final at the Na- 
tional Stadium could be a clas- 
sic high scoring occasion and go 
some way towards answering 
the question hockey is always 
asking: can the game become 
more marketable? 

Tomorrow’s contest will put 
in opposition two of the prin- 
cipal contenders for the posi- 
tion as chief coach to the 
English team, which has been 
vacant since David Whitaker 


resigned a year ago and at last 
is expected to be advertised 
shortly.. 

One is Reading's Jon Copp, 
who was the late Great Britain 
replacement for Whitaker in last 
summer’s Olympics, and the 
other is Teddinglon’s Jon 
Rpyce. who took the recent 
England squad to Karachi for 
the Five Nations Golden Jubilee 
tournament and is the current 
under-21 coach. Their in- 
volvement in the final will be 
watched with interest. 

On the playing front, Ted- 
dington will be at full strength 
and on a four-figure bonus 
from their sponsor, the Acer 
Computer Co, with the Welsh 
international Tyron Moore 
playing his last game for the club 
after 10 years. Reading will 
be without the British Olympic 
goalkeeper Simon Mason, who 
is recovering from a back op- 
eration, ana also the England 
Under-21 centre-half Manprcet 
Kochar. 


absence of another long-term 
injury victim, John Fowler, the 
northerners have more than a 
puncher's chance of landing a 
first knock-out title and deny- 
ing Leicester their fifth. 

Until their slippage in form 
last month, the Tigers' defence 
was regarded as the most par- 
simonious in the English game, 
but Sale's intrepid back line, in- 
spired by Jos Baxendell’s con- 
juring tricks in midfield and Jim 
Malllnder’s running from full- 
back, created enough havoc 
last week to suggest that Leices- 
ter have yet to plug those re- 
cently opened holes'. 

-Mitchell described by the 
Sale chief executive, Howard 
Thomas, as “the most focused 
individual I've ever encoun- 
tered". is in no doubt that his 
exciting outside runners can 
deliver once again, but he has 
been forced to fight a week-long 
battle against over-enthusiasm 
bordering on zealotry. “It’s im- 
portant to keep everyone’s feel 
firmly on the ground, but it's not 
easy because the whole side is 
so up for this, including me.” he 
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BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
PREMIER DIVISION 

CoKfc v DmrtM utd - — 

HWerts 

KSwaraoch v Abort ! t a n 

Math uu ra n * txmfciuflme — 

RBt» « mention ...... .... 

SCOTTISH RRST DIVISION 

AJrorte v St Johnstone 

Clydebank v Etost Rfo ... 

Diwdee > SttrOng — — 

Fafldrtc v Moiton — 

GtMkrcnv Vartk* 

SCOTTSH SECOND DMH0N 

ni ^ l F t .vtyr 

Brechin v Dumbarton — — — . 

UamBttn v IMngrtwi 

Quaao of tha Settlh * Clyde 

Stranraer vSfeMbaoMiMito — - 

SCOTTISH 1TMRD DIVISION 

Ate v Inverness CM Thistle 

C owdei tp oa tt » AMob Itew e {M) ~ 

East SOrfcig * Arbroath - 

Forfar r Queen’* Park 

Roes County v Montrose 

FA CARLSSERG VASE FMM. 

Worth Ftantty v WMfry 

rat Wembley satSunv 
ICPRESOnATlVE MATCH: Highland leapc 
Xl v Football Assoctotion XI <nt cm ftngers 
PQ. 

WtNSTMLEAD KENT LEAGUE Chatham v 
Shovey: Cray wsidonas vThunasmeaft Fur- 
ness v Careettwiy: Grwrwcn v Whltsabte; 
Heme Bay v Craetertifr, urtswood v Becken- 
ham. 

NORTH WEST COUNTCS IEAOUE Hat W- 
YbfaK E85naod Hanwy m nespci*; Qk» 
sop North End u Panmn Hotter OH Boys v 
Mossfey; Maine Road v NantMCh. 



the heat 




on 


ANDY ERRRELL 
reports from Thame 

Greg Turner went snugly about 
his business, replete in his _ ther- 
mals and kmgjohns, to maintain 
his lead in-tbe Benson and 
Hedges International with a sec- 
ond-round 68. The New Zealan- 
der leads a padk of players who 
represent the transitional nature 
of die European Tour. 

At nine under, Turner, who 


at the last during a flash rain- 
storm, is one ahead of Bernhard 
J anger, who continued bis im- 
pressive play in winning the Ital- 
ian Open with a 66, the South 
African RetfefGoosen and Ross 
McRulane. 

■Rvo strokes bade is Dairen 
Clarke, tile 28-year-old Irish- 
man, who could have been even 
belter but for bogeys at tbe last 
two holes. Much the same could 
be said of asbort career which has 
seen two victories bat promised 
more. He has been caught up by 
the Hkes of Lee Westwood, who 
shares tbe same manager and 

cnaf hanri whp is amnng those rm 

sbt under with Ins playing partner, 
Ian Woosnam. 

Wbosnam is seriously thinking 
about following Laager’s lead in 
turning to the long putter. The 
details of his 68 were swiftly sum- 
marised: a putt from 10 feet for 
an eagle at tbe 11th, a two-putt 
birdie at the par-five seventh and 
a six-footer for another birdie at 
13. He missed four other birdie 
chances from inside 10 feet but, 
despite his lack of confidence on 
the greens, the Welshman has not 
dropped a shot in two days. 

“A 68 was the worst I could do 
today,” Woosnam said. “It’s get- 
ting frustrating." While he con- 
templates a move to lengthen his 
putter, going back to an old dri- 
ver of 43 and a half inches has 
helped his long game. “I can’t 
handle the long ones," said the 
short man of golf. 

The game has moved on. 
however, and Woosnam was 
consistently beaten off the tee by 
Westwood by 40 yards. West- 
wood may not be in the Tiger 
Woods league - no one is - but 
he can unleash a 360-yard drive. 

“He was hitting it miles past 
me," Woosnam raid. “He's got 
the length, he’s a good putter, all 
his game’s good at the moment. 
If he keeps playing like that he's 
going to be a star. Well, he is a 
star." 

The 24-year-oki from Work- 
sop has won in Sweden, Japan 
and Malayan in tbe last nine 


months, as wll as finishing 24th . 
m het debut at the US Masters. 

“1 haven't played with Lee for 18 
months and he's improved a 
Iol- He has got a bit of confi- 
dence, he’s young, playing wcH. 
he s malting money, what womes 
would he have?" 

Actually, like Woosnam. Wst- 
wood would like to have hofai 
a few more puus rather titan 
recording two rounds of 69. “1 
should be 14 or 15 under." be 
said. *'I have putted like a 
chump.” Yet Wsstwood clearly 
hassomeihing about him, above 
the solid foundations set in place 
by his coach, Peter Cowen. “It’s r 
always niccwhen your feDtm 1 pro- 
fessionals say you’re playing 
well.” Westwood said. “Their 
word means more than anyone 
else because they’ve been there." 

Westwood and Clarke are 
11th and fifth m the Ryder Cup 
standing and are two young play- 
ers that Seve Ballesteros would 
like to see in his team at Valder- 
rama. That conditions were im- 
proved - there were moments 
when the wind almost died away 
and the sun was glimpsed briefly 
- could be seen from the scor- 
ing. Eduardo Romero beat the 

course record by two with his 65. 

and Ballesteros did not drop a 
shot in his 69. 

This is the first time the 
Spaniard has achieved the feat 
in 1997 and means be has made 
the cut for the second tourna- 
ment in a row. 
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■ Jack Nicklaus indicated yes- 
terday that he will not compete 
in the Open Championship at 
Troon in July. He will make a de- 
cision after the US Open next 
month. “T have entered but I am 
not sure about playing, protebly 
not,” he said. “My game is not 
in very good shape and unless I 
do well in the US Open I prob- 
ably won’t be coming." 


admitted. “Victory at Twicken- 
ham in my first season here 
would be so special." 

The worry for Mitchell is that 
his opponents finally rediscov- 
ered some poise and eouflibrium 
last weekend in reeling in a 
17-point deficit and escaping 
from Cheshire with a 20-20 draw, 
not to mention tbe Heineken 
Cup place on which Sale had set 
their hearts. Given the impor- 
tance of the occasion ana the 
hostility of the home crowd, it 
was an outstanding effort by the 
Midlanders and a startling con- 
firmation of Martin Johnson’s 
captaincy credentials in advance 
of the Lions tour. 

Johnson’s resourcefulness, 
Joel Stransky’s big-game tem- 
perament and the return of the 
brilliant Will Greenwood at in- 
side centre all point to a Leices- 
ter triumph, perhaps by a double 
figure marguL But Twickenham 
has done them few favours in re- 
cent seasons and the Tigers 
may yet require another all- 
embracing cameo appearance 
from Dean Richards to extract 
the wind from the Sale. 


Progress of Haas * 
impresses Becker 

Tennis - very soon," Becker, who has 


Germany may have unearthed 
a new talent in I9-year-old 
Tommy Haas, who overcame his 
second seeded opponent in 
four days yesterday to reach the 
semi-finals of the German 
Open in Hamburg. 

Haas, who left school less 
than a year ago and entered the 
tournament as a wfid card, beat 
the Spanish clay-court special- 
ist, Alberto Berasategui, the 
French Open runner-up three 
years ago, 2-6, 6-3, 6-3 to the de- 
light of 12,000 local supporters 
in the Rothenbaum stadium. 

On Wednesday, the 123rd- 
ranked Haas beat the third- 
seeded Spaniard, Carlos Moya, 
the Australian Open finalist, in 
straight sets and even Boris 
Becker has been impressed. 

“He has the potential to get 
into the top 50 or even higher 


WEEKEND FIXTURE GUIDE 


MMSan SOUTH MDUUUS lEMUEPntfar 
DMafoe Ariesey vWehm Gotten Otr. Buck- 
Hgiem AiMenc v Hojwon. 

ESSEX SENIOR LEMUE: BrsnMood i Bunv 
ham Rantterc; tint Ham v Word; HiArtdn 
Sports v Conoora taigore. 

C0UM6E COMBMBOOIMnES LEAGUE P*- 
raiar Bhuta n : fehtord v Cotl mWan CaaBte 
ftwiineTo*m v Bedbrc; santwsr vNrthana 
UMJIE OF WALES QBwt Cup flmfc Barn* 
Cry vBanyTmn G.01 (aiAOeqsMjVi IbWiTO. 

Rngby Union 

3.0 untess oared 
PtUWMTONCUPFWAL 

Leicester v Safe- 

(at TWTcterrt a mj 

(MOUSE CLUBS' CHAMTONSHIP NnW 
rflea0Mltiiee:enwvOasy;HasmvH*- 
rapfe timpoal St Hsiere w lieds; Modoy * 
4eney; Wdsafl v Rosslyn Pbrt? WtrarfartaJa v 
ReacK*. N«iona( Usa**« Foir Horttr. rtws- 
v IJchMd; ShtfWd v Kend^ StouMta 
» Sandal. WsBo—l leafliif Ratr Sooth; As- 
ksans w WywraOe; Bony HW v Camtw- 

tof, Ouiton PamvWteUn-super Mare: Hann 
WaiSham v MetrepOHan Pdce: Tateffi v 
Bartong. 

W&SH NATIONAL LEAGUE First DfvMoK 
CaerphHy v Neath (230); Lane* v Etater Van 
.(2^; HM«t * CatOH (230>: Pontyprtdd v 
rtawtmdge P30}: Swersaa v Bricumf 030): 
Twcrty v Uuimk 1230). 

TENNENIS ISM CUP Hnat Bonxtfnurv 
MeMse fst MurayOeU). Te nn an ts 1556 
SMaU that: KA-Hebnm * Han- 

oi 1*2-45) f« MurretfWcff. foments 1556 
Bowl Mb Biggar v SalUrtt tU.O) fer Mur- 
re yM*. 

Speedway 

7.30 uniass stanstf 

EUIE LEAGUE; Bradtord v Pocfc Coventry v 
Ting's Lyon; Eastbourne v Smndon. 

PHBWQT LEASUE KNacMWr CUP: SerMck 
V Nercastle f?.0h State * GteeT**. 


Hockey 

W0MSTS UNDBI.J9 CUB OMMPIORSMPH- 
DsiK Braafort. HartsGnm Masses. Owon, Por 
ustwao RntniS. EsstOnwWJ (930 to 6.0J 
let Mtem Meynm NSQ. 

Other sports 

BADNMTON: YsssM Bnnd prh Snste (BatA). 
EOUESimwtSM: BMbnmon How Tnsfc. 
BCUtBnnBn and tweta baa n a c o n fl i Opai fllw 
Mnun, Thame). 

TOMORROW 

Football 

PONIHS LEAGUE Pmrfer OMskm ls*k v 
9u*a ( 11 .Q 1 . 

Ru^iy League 

3.0 urttesc stated . 

STONES SUPER LEAGUE: Bradford* St Htfens 

P-3QL Ctettafad vfobSt-emain (3JJ0L H* 
V Mtarntfon; SaHord v lark: S«Se« v 
OttwnplSLfMMMBDwcuysVVMe- 
hMKKBOeyvFaailmtarieSHUvivWtfQ. 
^ VMM v Huddeisteld: Vtartsrtfon * Hid. 
Saooni DMaioK Dpncaaar.v Btamy; Pnscn 
v Cartfla: RoeMau v Batfey; Vtort. v HunslaL 

Rugby Union 

3.0 unlass stated 

COUBME CUBS’ CHMOMNOV NnttaM 
Im 0 m ptay^ffis MM vBedont uwtai wn 
« 0 nvny. 

Speedway 

nSMER LEAGUE KNOCK-OUT CUP: GUsriM 
.EUnem^i 1630); NMasfe v BaMCMUtt: 
Stes*as » ftaoro tsa®; 9O0M > RemWE 
I8.PL 

PRBlBt USAGUE CMUStOE: Newport »P» 
wr Lneje Al Sm «230t. 

AMATEUR LEAGUE: Button w latafttn n.6). 
klOtVOUAL: ft* Jones Monona) Trotfiy (8.0) 
fatSnftntan). 


- very soon," Becker, who has 
helped train Haas, said. 

Haas, based at Nick BoUei- 
tieri’s tennis academy in Hon- 
da. played a remarkably mature 
game to overcome both his 
nerves and a fast-moving base- 
line opponent with a great deal 
of experience on clay. 

“I was very, very nervous, as 
this was a new experience and 
I had no chance in the first set," 
Haas said. “But it was great to 
have such support and when I 
felt more confident I just tried 
to give it all I bad." Haas' reward 
is a semi-final against another 
Spaniard, Felix Mantilla, who 
birat Becker in the third round. 
■ Great Britain’s women were 
promoted to the Europe-Airica 
Group One of tbe Fed Cup in 
Antalya, Tin-key, yesterday. The 
British, who had won their first 
four matches this week, beat 
Denmark 2-1 in their final pool 
A match. 


Hockey 

HA CUP Rnafc HeadrC v T«fc*ngKw <3JXTi. HA 
TrapbjrflM Da Montton UnMMBQMrWaa Hens 
<18Y. VafowV Traphy Mfc Eassste i Bat 
ngsotej (11.0). Vateraws' tap M Wwfco v 
Bffora S&nM (S30 NHMbiltm NSQ. 
AEWHA Cm SaoMMs: ta P Mc t i v 0*00 
I lift; Doncaster v HWn*m U.0). 

Other sports 

AMERICAN FOOTBALL- WaM Lwgve: London 
Mown ■» SOJOSh OarvONA OJA (at Slam 
AMBHpeJ. 

EQUeSTMAMEM: Batarann HOfaa THafc. 
GOLF: Benson an) Haagnmurrmrsl Open IBt 
Ttir OatMteiW. 7ham«. 

MOtORCmMfc Bmai &oeralteaiartponsh(& 
(XStmOencn), 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 




The numbBr of teams that en- 
lered tire Cartebeig Pub Cup, 
whfch-teachK its final stage 
at Wfembtey this afternoon. 
A crowd 10,000 is ex- 
pected -» see Corby Cale- 
.donian take on the.<2reshire 
skte, Poultop-' Yictoia. 
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COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP: Middlesex held up by the weather as Northamptonshire run into stiff resistance 

Hail prolongs 
Sussex farewell 


DEREK PRINGl f 


re P°rts from Lord’s 
Middlesex 490-9 dec 
Sussex 187 and e? 

Only the weather can surelv 
^ny Middlesex now, after Su* 
^capitulation at lER 
^out for 187, they are 297 
fe^rfhT* ° a a piu* stm Of- 


r ovoiii, 

i spectacular hail- 


storm, that turned the outfield 
white, prevented them sustain- 
ing further losses in their second 
innings and they face a testing 
time if they are to prevent recent 
criticism turning to ridicule. 

It is never wise to draw 
sweeping conclusions this ear- 
ly in the season. For one thing 
limbs are stiff and pitches in- 
variably green ana tricky to 
bat upon. Nevertheless, on the 
evidence of this match, it will 
take more good fortune than 


Rose and Burns 
revive Somerset 


HENRY BLOFELD 


reports from Northampton 
Northamptonshire v 
Somerset 


Never was the fascination of 
cricket better illustrated. After 
the first 16 oversof the day Som- 
erset were 73 for 7 and North- 
amptonshire seemed certain to 
take a more than useful first-in- 
nings lead. At this point, Graham 
Rose joined Michael Burns, the 

hick tha t was going suddenly de- 
serted Northamptonshire, the 
eighth-wicket pair put on 170 
with increasing certainty and it 
was Somerset who finished with 
a lead of 105. 

There was still life in the pitch 
and, after building up an im- 
portant psychological advantage 
with his three wickets late on 
^Thursday, Mohammad Akram 
Pwas a nasty proposition at the 
start It was he who removed Pe- 
ter Bowler with the help of a 
good catch at third shp, and Paul 
Thylor, who was brisk and prob- 
ing, took the next three wickets. 

For some time after that it 
seemed the eighth wicket would 
fall at any time. Rob Bailey, 
Northamptonshire’s captain, ob- 
viously thought so too, for he 
made no attempt to vary his seam 
attack and the ofep inner was not 
introduced until the middle of the 
afternoon. There was a certain 
amount of playing and missing 
winch will have kept everyone in- 
terested, the ball found the edge 


Britannic Assurance 
County Championship 

Third day of four 

GIoucs v Hampshire 

BRISTOL: Hampshire (6pto). *tt sewn soo- 
ontekatoua wtcfcrts stamOng are 41 nms 
ahead ofOoucMtaoUra (8). Today: ll-O. 
Ha*TjMhJro won mss 

HAMPSHIRE- first hnlntfi 316 <S D Udal Sa 
R A Smith 52. A M Srwtn 461) 
SLOUCeSTBMHM' first taring 
; fOuenegit 143ter2) 

R J Cunbffe 0 Rerahaw 49 

M A Lynch ctorachb Connor 62 

S Young to* b Stephenso n 73 

M W Aleyne faw b Connor 62 

tfi C Russell b Stephenson 6b 

T H C HancocH e Sub b Connor -4 

MCJBM Rw b Stephenson -25 

A M Smith not ort J 

D V Lawrence b Stephenson ..1 

Extras Ib2. to2. *6. rDZ) -12 

Total tlTTM rr*r~) 

M 1^2-72. 3-15L 4-175. S-273. 5331. 
7-341. 8-386. 9-401. 

scow at 120 qwwwg l — 

Bowtar Oomor 2S4633; Ronshw K-2- 73- 
2 MM orenftM 20-265-IjJ 
Stephenson 23.1-3-81-4; teyden 50-28-0. 


of the bat and catches went 
down, but a wicket would not falL 

Burns might have been caught 
in the slips when 13 and 27 and 
Rose was also put down m the 
slips when 21 and, later, on 100. 
David CapeL, three times, and 
Richard Montgomerie were the 
culprits and as the stand’ pro- 
gressed the ground fielding lost 
some of its earlier sharpness. 

The pitch appeared to ease, 
as will happen when batsmen 
take control. Burns and Rose 
are capable batsmen and only 
came together so late in the in- 
nings because two nightwatch- 
men were used on Thursday. 

Rose, who soon overtook 
Burns, played some glorious 
thumping off-drives; he pulled 
handsomely, he square cut with 
excellent timing and was never 
afraid to hit the ball in the air. 
His hundred came with a love- 
ly force past cover. Thai was his 
12th four to add to one six: a 
top-edged hook to fine leg off 
Mohammad. It took him 136 
balls and was the seventh of his 
career, leaving Somerset with 
hopes of victory. 

Bums also played some good 
looking off drives, including the 
best stroke of the day when late 
in the afternoon he on-drove 
Capel to the old pavilion for four. 
The stand ended two runs short 
of the Somerset eighth-wicket 
record when Bums swept at Je- 
remy Snape and was caught at 
short fine leg, having passed his 
previous highest scene, of 81, by 
just a single. 


can be found in a gross of Chi- 
nese cookies if Sussex are to 
make more than a passing im- 
pression this summer. 

As if to rub it in, Middlesex 
opened die bowling second time 
around with their opening bats- 
man, Jacques Kalbs. According 
to a directive from Ali Bacfaer, 
South Africa’s cricket supremo, 
Kallis is not meant to be bowling 
at aS. However, with more wick- 
ets under his belt (two) than Al- 
lan Donald (one), the directive 
wffl surely be returned to sender. 

Starting the day on 44 for 3 
and in drastic need of showing 
some fight, Sussex did not in- 
convenience the Middlesex 
bowlers for long. Indeed, only 
Bill Alhey showed the necessary 
application and technique need- 
ed to cope on this mildly waspish 
surface. Athey, 40 later this 
year, finished unbeaten on 60. 

The procession at the other 
end however, was not a pleas- 
ing sight Rajesh Rao, a fear- 
some looting fellow with goalee 
and shaven head, pussyfooted 
his way around a full toss from 
Richard Johnson and was 
bowled. A few balls later, \fes- 
bert Drakes, largely an absen- 
tee with the ball, edged James 
Hewitt to Gattmgat second slip. 

Hewitt a tall, fair 21 -year-old, 
has a pleasing - if stiff-looking 
- upright action. He is no 
Richard Hadlee, al least not yet, 
and his 4 for 60 here repre- 
sented a career best. 

One who had to work hard- 
er for his success was Angus 
Fraser who is currently enjoying 
a benefit year. Fraser wears his 
heart on his sleeve and his frus- 
tration, particularly when Hewitt 
dropped Plaul Jarvis off him at 
long leg, was audible as far 
away as St John's Wood station. 

, In the end he had to be con- 
tent to start his season's tally 
rolling with the scalp of a Lafl- 
ender, Amer Khan, whose par- 
abolic hook shot brought an end 
to a frenetic innings, when it 
plopped securely into John- 
son’s bands at fine leg. 

Johnson, scheduled to tour 
South Africa with England two 
winters ago before a stress frac- 
ture ruled him out, was easfly the 
quickest seamer on display. 
With three wickets, including 
one of last week's centurions 
Keith Newell he ought to be set- 
ting his season's sights high. 



Jacques Katfis (left) is congratulated on his first wicket for Middlesex by Mike Getting yesterday Photograph: Peter Jay 


Leicestershire 
are rescued 
by Johnson 

Round-up 


Neil Johnson, Leicestershire’s 
South African recruit, staved off 
a three-day defeat for the cham- 
pions by Worcestershire at New 
Road yesterday, writes Adam 
Szreter. 

Leicestershire were dismissed 
for 69 in their first innings (PhD 
Newport 7Jbr37) and lost three 
wickets for .14 after following on 
188 behind Left-hander John- 
son then hit an unbeaten 87 off 
108 balls and put on 118 with 
Darren Maddy (36) as Leices- 
tershire made 141 for 4 to reduce 
their deficit to 47. No play was 
possible after tea because of rain. 

Stephen Peters scored his 
second successive century 
against Cambridge University as 
Essex drew at Fenner's, while 
Oxford University crashed to an 
innings defeat by Warwickshire. 


Bicknell in fluent flow 


MIKE CARET 


reports from Derby 
Surrey 267; Dertyshire 113-2 


Under the scrutiny of the Eng- 
land coach, David Uoyd, Surreys 
batsmen showed a lot of quali- 
ties here yesterday but, until 
late in the day, consistent foot- 
work and sensible shot selection 
were not always among them. 

In the end, though, a gritty in- 
nings which brought Graham 
Thorpe a little closer to some- 
thing like form and an impres- 
sively fluent one from Martin 
Bidmell held them together. 
There is dow scope for some ma- 
noeuvring on the last day, which 
did not always seem likely. 

Surrey had apparently decid- 
ed that they wanted to bat when 
they first saw the dry, albeit un- 
evenly grassed, pitch on the first 
rooming; by yesterday, however, 
after two days under the covers, 
n bad obviously sweated enough 


to offer plenty for the seam 
bowlers. 

Moreover, when Adam Hol- 
lfoake won the loss the skies were 
clear. By the time Surrey went in, 
the clouds had rolled in and in- 
side five overs Darren Bicknell, 
Mark Butcher and Alec Stewart 
were rolled over, the Iasi two con- 
tributing to their downfall with 
errors of judgement 

Devon Malcolm’s contribution 
to afl this was to bowl fast and 
straight and, Lloyd would have 
noted, more often than not at the 
same time. Nobocly played him 
with' comfort at least while the 
ball was new and he was fresh. 

It was a different game later 
when the sun sbone and the ball 
had lost its hardness. Even so. 
Surrey had to drag themselves 
back from 134 for 7 and Der- 
byshire wffl think that would have 
been that if Bicknell had edged 
his first ball from Malcolm to slip 
instead of a few inches wide. 

After that Bicknell got as 
firmly on the from foot as any- 


one and Thorpe, having ex- 
plored both edges for quite some 
time, like most left handers at- 
tracted a lot of bowling which he 
nudged, deflected or drove off his 
Iks. Hius the last three wickets 
aflbut doubled the total. 

-The importance of that was 
underlined when Chris Lewis ran 
in convincingly, while Bidmell, 
even off a reduced run-up, ob- 
tained enough bounce and 
movement to give everyone a 
bumpy ride. This was too much 
for Derbyshire's Adrian Rollins 
and Chris Adams, and by the 
close both Surrey and Lloyd 
must have felt they had had a re- 
warding day. 

■ Graeme Hick has turned the 
down the chance to make an ear- 
ly impression against the Aus- 
tralians for the Duke of Norfolk’s 
XI in the traditional tour open- 
er at Arundel on 15 May. He has 
decided two innings for Worces- 
tershire against Oxford Univer- 
sity are more likely to influence 
England’s selectors. 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


Johnson M l 56-3: Kalis 1D3- 5-16-2 


MTEMceraxcu 

K Oeenfield not out 

■ IIO, *21. 


-.2 


rtfc 6-44, 7-45. W6. 9-6* 

BMrtne Newport 172-W7-7; Shenyar 17-5 
263. 


-14 


Total (for 0, UZ oven) . 


To hab N R Taylor. CWJ Athey. K New*. R K 
Rao. P Moon, v C Dams. P w Jwh. M A ffatov 
son. A A Khan. 

Bootoe Knife 1-0-3- 0: Hwnrr 0.2-0- 1-0. 
Utopfaec V A Honor and J H Hampdfra. 

Nortftants v Somerset 

MOHmAHffTOtt Somerset (4pt>), **h MV- 
oofkat-taohv «fchntBStmfe«.mJ£2ni» 
behind Narifearaptoafefeo (1). Today: 110. 
MortfinnwfDnshta won toss 
HORTHAWTOWHWE - M Mop US X 
MQxran 73. A R Caddck 6-65). 

SOMERSET - Fhnt brafegs 

Pt?K&i!«?Bal«y b Mohammad Atrom 15 

A R Caddck to* b TajAtv 16 

P C L Hollo** to* & Taylor — ^.3 

M Bans C Ldvb b Shape jB2 

rbfayt 


D L Markfec Rhodes b Oopmar .36 

I JSuesfeeHIcftb Newport 3 

A Hebto c Rhodes D Hmws 5 

"V j Wb&b c Rhodes b Knjnes 0 

N C Jotsoon not out ST 

6 i MacmJBan not our 0 

-10 


Y0BX9SI&- Brst beringe 

A Mc&etii c Shew b Mfeqar 

M P Vautwo c Shaw bCrat 

UfeesbvottMn — ^ — 

D S LSmm b Buntoer — — 54 

B Partar e James b Sutter —_9 

CM** tow b Thomas 25 

tRJ Stoker cMejnard 6 Croft 

DGoufficYounsb Craft 


efbZI 

Vor*. 


to4.w2.nb2>., 
46^4 osaM). 


-141 


Tbtel . 

fVt 1-3. 2-14. 3-14. 4-132. 

1b BM: IP A Ntah. 0 J MBns. J M Oafcsi, A 0 

UUUty.UTaxnun. 


QMHem« 0 nsShwrb Craft 
CEWSfcenmodnotout 
R D Sterne not out 




Total (tm 9 dec, 


i — ji 


0; Chapman 


FMt 1142-33.3^33. 4-112. 5-U3. 6-130. 7- 

Bo Star Wooer 12-1-42-1; HtaSon 12-4-34-1; 
Thomas 50-32-1; Dale 4-0-210: Craft 162-3- 
58-4; Bucher 5-1-11-2 


-10 

-109 


RJTumarb Taylor 

G D Rose not out — 

Ahmed c Snaps b Bowel -8 

K J Shine b Mohammad Akram J.7 

► <B>7. nbl4> 21 


_0 


J S Laney to 
M L Hayden 


tovbSmm 

□ Bafi b Smith 


•J P Stephenson C Hancock b Ba» 

R A Srrsth not out - 

W S Kendo! not rax 
Extras toll 


-20 


8 


Total (for — 48 

m. i.s a-12, 3-21 

To Bat: M Keech. t A N Aymes, SDUdal. A D 

Mascamnhas, C A Connor, S ) _ _ 

BowBme Smith 6-1-9- 2; Lawrence 5-2-12-0; 
Young 6-3- 11-0: BflS 6-2-13-1. 
liiopiree: G l Burgess and R A Whfta. 

Middlesex v Sussex 

MndMMMK I®- Todar- U-0- 

tontoe. oaoiari Bifee^J 

145. KR no. AAKharv 

5-1371. 

SUSSEX - First lanlnce 
lOremWw: 44 tor 3l 

C W 7 Alhey not 

K Nawefl tow b Joroison 


Total (fbr , 76-4 oven) 290 

Fan: 1-8. 2-13. 3-19. 4-42. S-42. 6-55. 7- 
73, 8-243. 9-253. 

Bowfeae Mohammad AJram 20^-3-72-5: 
TaytorS-3-71-3: BosweS 14-1-83-1; Fan- 
berthy 4-1-130: Capel 7-2-23-0; Snape 9- 
1 - 21-1 

northamptoishre 

R R Mcnraomeno n« OUt 

V) B low e Kerr b SNne 10 

8a fey 


Derbyshire v Surrey 

DQB<ftDerbyihke(4pt4,wUieVittIrst- 
Mtp wicksfe staraflaft am 154 nos ba- 
Mad Sanay (2J. Today: 1U) 

(Sumy mn toss) 

SUseer-AstloniM 
D J BMtnal c KiBdan b Malcolm 
U A Butcher towb DeRaas _ 

TA j Stovwt tour b l i Wcn ft n 
. G P Thorpe tow b Owhe 
N Shane) tow b Hams . 

-A J HoMoaka c teems b Dean 
CC LtMse Hmtsb MaSx*n 
1 0 K SaMwy Ibw b Mdcobn 
M P Badm c Attorns b Dean 
A J Tudor e Adams b Dean 
) E Be^emto not out 
Extras (o2. toS, *2. nb2>- 
Tetal (75,5 overs) - 


SP James not out . 
a Moms not out 

Extras (nb2) 

Total Pbr 0.6m 


-14 


-32 


-83 



To Bat A Date, M P P ACoOBy. G P ButJv 

sr. A09VS R 0 BOdt WbqwTtai*,S LWWav 
S D Thames. 

Bowthijp GoujT 2-0-&O] Sremp 4-1-7-0: Vn 0 v 
Sn 2-0-11-0 

B rafes B U sots — T end D Shepherd. 

Other first-class matches 

FMdgrofjJm 

- (^Jyy 


CambfUapUnh mM ywonaa* 

CAMBRUICE UNWERSnY- Hrst fentafts285 
lbr«doe(ASm0i 134, ET Smart 72; ffR Law 
5^31 


RJ 


i tow b Rare 


KMOaranbCadtfcK 
not out 


18 


AL 


Penbeitfwn 
ros Ib4, u3. 


m*2). 


-77 


10 


^Pk^cWfelrasbKalto-- 

PW Janes cKatfebJoWBO" 
AAWBneJohnanbBBser 

M A Hotwaon p h» 

» ml. toL »»2. nbi2) 



Extras tDl. s»- so t 

HSSSSssssaaS 


Total (tor k »J o 
IW 1-18. 2-38. 3-65. 

To Bat: D J CBpet. J N Snape. O too** J PTby 
fcr.SAJBosae*. Mohamraa Akmm. 
Unstas T E jasnr and 8 J Meyoc. 
W or ces t er v LeieestefsMrs 
e ow c ewa t u fetaMi s jgpftft 

WorcasteisMre W- Today: U-B. 
MbrcesfersMe won to« 

WORCESTERSWRE - Fhat fenfeCB 267 tK « 

(OwmMtt 42 tor 5> 

G I MacmUan oShehyar 

tP A tfeon c St*tog b Newport 

jMDeMntowbShertyar 

D J Wins tow b Newport 

ADMUto* 


: 1-4. 2-12. 3-16. *60. 6-117. 6-130. 7- 
134,8-208.9-268. 

■hiiftnc Malcolm 21-1-95-4; De r ra tae 10-4- 
S3-1; Rams 16-3-73-1; Dean 12.5-4-21-3; 
Qatte 10-4-14-1. 

□ERBTSHWE- first hwlnre 

A 6 Rafttos c Lews b M P 8ramel 0 

G A Non not out — 36 


KXamMto 

D.RUwcSoMibFreeth 31 

A J EHtoberttowbPS Jonee 17 

S D Peas not on- 102 


C J Adams tow b M P SMnsI 
*0 M Jones not out . 


.34 

-38 


-18 


i® 10 , nbia> 38 

Total (lor 2,26 ouan^ 113 

Mb 1-0. 2-24. 

To Bat M E Cesser. V P Oarne. tK M KrNsn, 
P A J Defrstas. K 1 Dean. A J Hats. D E Maf- 
cdm. 

a owft ^ MPBdmel 8-1-38-2 laris 60-25- 
0 ; lWor 20-200: HoBotta30d24e Baqm*i 
53-6-0; Saasbuy 2 - 1-20 
UfepiMC A A Jones and B Dwflesan. 

Notts v Durham 

HAAnEFOOU NoStaftanbira (4pM Mlh 
4M aaooadMnafttBa tdoftats afeofeaft are 
Mias baftfed IVeliaai (7).Tod^: 13-0- 
NOTnNBHAMSHSE - Rot tartars 170 (C 
M Totey 54: A WbMr 7-6Q. 

DURHAM -FI 


BJHKRn notout IS 

Extras (S3. to4, «4. nb4) 15 

Total (fbrSdsc, 10M u»ars)— — — 403 
Mb 1-136. 2-145. 3-185. 4-2S3. 5-322. 
DU aot bac D G Wfeon. G R Napier. S J W An- 
draw. PM Such. 

■oa*r P 8 Jones 16-3-49-1: How 13-5-25- 
Cr. Dawson U-2-56-0; how 4-0-21-0: R 0 
Jonas 17-1-66-0: Fraeth 27-3-101-2; Hitfies 
162-3-73-2; Statfi 1-0- 5-0. 
CAMBWncrUWtVBSnY- Second Inninei 

Q Hugwe not out j A3 

WJHwsebWfeon 1 


R 0 Jcnes c Kyam b 
eWnan 


•A 
J 

PS 
MW 
ET simah not our. 


c Hyera 0 Such 
Wambf - 
ebSucn 


> (bi. U5. w4) . 


M T Brtmacn c Moo^r b Newport , 

Extras (to69 — — 

Total (34 mZ ewers)— : — 


fOwml^a: 135 tori 

NJ Speak run out 

*DC Boon cRoMnaanb Bans* 
M P rtoeqptt nxi out 


A brand new cricket guide 


ARUNDEL 

ZIMBABWE 



7 _ *_ » cricket around for the fleet time or 
of floing » Wa ® t to know how to And the 
a cricket no^ what facilities to oaqiect wh 


ing holiday? warn io mow now to huu ur 

ling a ericket facilities to oaqiect when 

t you want to “ 

et there? d international cricket grounds 

Guide to ®"dj rec tions and parking. County 
lins tra ^iL n ce costs, catering and general ground 
,ersh 5LS!?mdfoc* ,,t,es for P eopte " tth dteabfllflea, 
'es, access ynaps. 

graphs ana or der from London League 

S are ^, x 10441 London FI 4 OSB for only 

»tions Ltd, w- heque made payable to London 
plus 50 p P* p l L>.ot from County Cricket Grounds 
T Publlcattonsh™' 

^Ktedboolehops- 



Total (ttr 6, 89 1 

Mb 1-12. 2-21. 3-55, 460. 5-86. 6-70. 
DfdNotBBbtDRHChurzxi.JWRBafh.EtaK. 
Boaline Ancfcaw 5-1-16-1; IMIson 11-2-31-1; 
Napw-^3-25-2: Such S-5-8-2; Grayson 53- 
LftHWwt 1-6-1-0 
Uraptaas: B Dudtoston and M K Reed. 

Oxford llotv v Warwicfcshiro 
THE PARKS: VfemtdaUra won by an kntnfte 


, 3- 7a 4-205. 5-285. B-28L 

7-2BL8314.f - 

Soera at 120 owe 330 tor 9 
BnUng Emms 292-5-81-1; Rads 203-62- 
L Boaea 22-9-62-2 Tbfey 296-80-3; Braes 
203-33-1 

NOTlMBHAMSHnE- Second bnincs 

P R PtSrad c Botong b Kfcen 5 

R T Robeson not out 32 

BFArehortowbBoftr* 20 

M N Brawn nocout 7 

Bdnw (BO. r*2) 4 

TbM (tara, 26 OWWJ B 8 

Mfc 1-1L2-60. 

To Bat: M P Oowmao. *P Johnson. C M Why. 
1WM Noon. KP&W.RT Bates. PJFrarts. 
BoMkC BtoMt83-274b IOsbi 7-0-15-1; W*- 
• 53326! BoCr« 53-2-1: Soon 1-1-06. 

tfearirara J» ifei end J f Sfeala. 


Qdbid LMwslbr son toss 

OXFORD UNWBBOY - Ftat fentofB 129 (G 

Watch 4-331. 

ttantafe2S7tar7dae 
(A F Goes 69 rxx N M KSmehU no. D P Oettor 

61}. 

OXFORD UNIVERSITY - Second tmttgi 
(Owmfthc 21 far 3] 

BW Byrne cOsderb Welch 8 

A P Sort tow b Welch 1 


J AS Futon c Harm b Gees 
PGtftxpncPcMdbGies _ 

C Patel c K»n b Brown 

L G Budransn c Powell b Oles 
JMMAcranotout 


-21 


_25 


.13 


CM 8rateibeec FnstbBawn 
Boras 90. MO. *2. ntdOI... 
Total (far . 663 own}. 


1 

24 

-US 


v Yorkshire 
HEUBUIEKStaaHva{7|«4.wWiaBsae- 
oaft thaMaatoBe aickats staaAC, an 2S3 

' rii -| n t: iij vr - 

maoWimnBad 

6UM0RCHN - firet bafe«i 

Wbdneadew: 213 tail 

SP Jranes rtnout wo 

ADNacBlelcybGou0> 44 

*MPtfeQinaracamftSlMnH)ad —3 

PA cotter eBtofceyb&ktfi 4 

ROBCRAftBHqrbSanp ^ 57 

GPHuuiertowoGoiWi a 

1AD Shaw tow bGou 


Fat 1-1. 2-1. 36.4-26. 533. 639. 766, B- 
91.9-104. 

nnafeC-WW* 14-7-153: Brawn 143-434- 
4; Otos 21-11-27-3: Smeh 11-3-236: Edmond 

Second XI Championship 

nw or Aw U 6 >d* 

CldlISFORD: Esew 111 end 201 (M 
46Q. Durtwoi 3853 dec (S MratOftlSfi. 
ley 1441. Datran woa by taafegs end 73 ms. 
THE oval: Sira^ 408 tor 8 dec and 205 tor 8 
(RatcMIe 136no); Deffiysfwo343 p 0 
99; MR May 54; iGWrad 567). 


S D Ihrnwc labnonn b 


UUMON: 6toueczteiWwe 4076 doc Somenet 
203 and 189 IK Mson 70; KP Shews 4-eu. 
auumibaMie ■ nn tyan ioaiap end 15 n—. 
S0tmiAHPI»bVtorcsSBraM306 (0 Dertwa) 
and 124 6 M ISbun 6-56. J N B Bowl 4-431 
H rautaln e 191 1) E femMey 4-46) and 75-1. 


Wtoqaraxmtarb 
SLtactoi 


i not oft , 


ambGoun 
Sfeawaod 


-12 


Bdras tw, bi2. w2. *14). 
Tofet (102.4 ovor^- 


„18 


-336 


Mb 1-86-2-22S, 3-230, 4-237,5250, 6250, 
T-2501 8-252. 9-285. 

nmntorTVmjji 23-9-59% W wn ra o d 233- 
60-%ramfton 21-663-0: Vera: 13-0626: 
Stamp 16L4-2-44-i:Vfetfan4-2-M£U&aiti 

zm 


Tomorravr’s fixtures 

AXALffEL£AGUE(QUB day. ZO} Party Der- 
bfSVE vSursy. Harttapoot Outnm v ffcs- 
tm0iamsMt». BrtstDl: Gtouc esa rahhe v 
HampstaE. LonTK Manases * Sussex 
Narthanptoa: Nonhamptcnshbe v Someset 
WotcwsiBr Wxceseafsie rletoeaBtoWB. 
HaacBagley: Yorkaue v GUmagan 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Aostralian rules 

AH. g rara n tn round: 
bt North Melbourne 9.14 


173(11« 


Baseball • 

AMSHCAN LEAGUE: Kensae Qty 4 Detrait 0; 
New York Yartnes 5 Teras 4; Mnneraxa 10 
Boston 7; Toronto 4 Oaratand 3; BMwnora 13 
Sesolo 3; CHrafb YrtWc Six 10 Oalfend 6 . 
IMIONM. LEAGUE: Houston 4 New York Mots 
2:StLou»BPtdsdev»2:Pmsbragni0Coi- 
orado B; CTacagD Cubs 6 San OffitD 2; Ronda 
5 Adanta L 


NBA PLAY-OFFS Socond rand: Eastern 
fim t uau rail Bnatr Adanta 103 Ctsca- 
8> 95 (BeraoMewn serfs* (fed 1-U. Westam 
Conferaoco samMIsafc: los Angeles Lafers 
104 Utah 84 rural) taao beard-seven series 
2- V. 


o#«Mnsadss3-lJ.t 
Saab: Detraft 3 Anahesn 2 (ot2) (Demit ten 
beat-oFseven series 461. 
WORLDCHAMPIONSWklBdelraund(Heiein- 
M): Canada 2 Russa 1 1 Canada ptsy Sweden in 
the best-aMhrae flnoL starting tomorrow). Ptor- 
aff rami ateMMd): Caeen Republic 0 Sweden 
L. Releswaon round (Turtal): Leiva 6 Franoe 2. 

Judo 

BBOPEMN CfMMPIONSHB’S (Oetont aa- 
Iecfedrasrac9 MEN: Under oa ^Fbat round: 
J Dank (GBJ bt J Kmac iStowk). Second round: 
Daws to* to H Odan Qralft. n e p l rtra p r Panto 
bt L Onra cSd) rOnW queShs hr gmmmfs 
arafchqff swrt«aw. Undar-Tlhr Ast raiaab 
DMn&rar (G8) Ml Prcda (Rond. Second roust 
Kr^mn MC Cortaanomoj g> a. Qneif r nnrtr 
Kneaen toa tr>G Uraaff£h**lfi«ir). ItapMHB 
Kingsam 0 t B Denwrei nvstd tMhjpton 
for tomommft repeeDaee senl-S^). Under- 



WBC R.YWEJ6HT TITLE (BanghoW: C SesaM 
(ThaO bt I Zamudo (US) pa. 

THURSDAY'S UOE RESULTS: P i o ft) ee to n e I 
pranratfoii (MrauftraU^WBO tntar6oaCi- 
nnrdid ftieilss witdil iTnraidnrwhhii ~ niTsn 
eon (CanafR btJCSwichezToon oisO ho 7th. 
ItMd ta rab b M Reynolds (lundon) bt S 
— «t 6th. 9fd s 


to A Mufioz (SpJ. RepftchaftK Rendto torn » T 
Meyer (Kraft). U nder BMr g first rotmd: N FaO- 
hnhor {G8J bye. Second roiBMft FUrbrather M 
FOe»n*rwiiot).r - - . - 

to l Pemsraa (Sol BapfctraEe: Mnraoier bt 




MBems (MmSeftO rw I 
trawwlpft: B Jones (Bxosntfiom) RCtaW 
(NewarW isf 4th. 6 -rd OgtrmUib 0 Brsrrtoakt 
(DoncestaO tt C Pcflt CNeworfa pts. 

Cycling 

DUMORK FOUR DKYS RACE Rill Stowe (Bm- 
ehw, Ptft 1 J Bldevens (NsiheriandB, TVM) 
4tYl5n«nlOsee;2DAIsOiWtoor(N(Uit)M(,U)t- 
3 F Moncaasin (Fr. Gant 4 J Mralpuu {Est. 
castao); 5 U Pweou (It Ceeno) al seme time. 
OwraR: 1J Mueeauv (Bel MenO 10hr 43min 
35saq 2 FVtandwbroude (Bel Mapefl +3Bsec 
3 N Manan (Bel, Mapei) +27iec; 4 ATehrrsI 
{IBs. Uffln» +33; 5 LVtan Bon (Neth. RabcbanW 
+35. 

Football 

The Sunderland striker Niall Quinn has 
been recaBed to the Repubfe of Ireland 
squad tor the World Cup qualifier 
against Liech te ns te in at Lansdowne 
Road, Duten, on 21 May He had misBed 
the last five interoationals because erf 
a cruciate ligament injuy 

REPUBLIC OF REUWD SQUAD (WMd Cop 
Lansdowne Road, 


marrow's rcp&ftaae somf-ereW. Under-611^ 
M raunct C M (GB) byi. Second round; Pee) 
bt A Jane I Bool tferater tWu l i- Peel tost to G 
Vandecawya CBM). Beptchs fls : Peel to M Ja- 
nostaNB iStofiK) (Peel quaflws * 


Rugby League 

TRANSFERS: torara Butt (Mneert London 
Branoos to Hraldertfiett Paul Diaea (fcasanf) 
Sheffield Ee0es to Huddersfield. 

ARL lOto romrd: Sydney Ory 22 St Goorga a 


Rugby Union 

Marti Wng, the former Wfalas centre and 
West Hartlepool coach. wM be the new 
player-coach of the Cornish club, Pen- 
zance. He replaces former Cornwall 
coach. Bob Tonkin. 

The Bristol centre Kevin Maggs will join 
this month’s Ireland's tour to New 
Zealand and Western Samoa as a re- 
placement for injured Northampton 
back, Jonathan Bell. 

SUPER-12: Otago 16 New South UMes 27; 
AwoallBn Capital Territory 48 Watkatu 34. 
WALES A (v Romania, Bucharest. 24 May): 
M Back (Swansea); Q Thomas fflndgend). N 
Boobyer (UBneUO. N Desfes OlaneVi. 6 Wy- 
att (Portypndd); A Thomas Owneea), P Join 
(PontwxxM: C Loader (Swansea). G Jeridns 
iSweraea). L Mnstoo (Cardrff). s Moot* 
(Swansea). M Voyte [UaneiD. H Jonfdns (LJa- 
neO. R J k rp t oy a id (Ssonseea. S W B Ea rns 
(Neath). Rspfeeearants: L Jarels [Canton, H 
Hantes (Hertequns). C CtswMs (Swansea). N 
WatMne (Nerah). J Otrafes CNrsnhi ftMafeQjrte 
OJaneft). 

SaBIng 

Bruce Owen, who has only partially re- 
covered from a car crash last year, has 
won the Wforld Six-Metre Championship 
in Cannes. Another Brtton, Tony Can- 
ning, was ei^rfh, wtth Rt^en Street 15th 
in the 24-boar fleet 

Speedway 

THURSDAY'S LAIE RESULT: Prouder League 

Cupe Sheffield 53 Newc&sde 37. 


sport 

Stanwick 
Ghost 
comes 
to life 

Equestrianism 

GENEVIEVE MURPHY 
reports from Badminton 


After a day of dressage tbai was 
mostly uninspiring or spoilt by 
over-exuberance, Ian Stark and 
Stanwick Ghost finally pro- 
duced the long-awaited show of 
excellence in the final dressage 
test of this year’s Mitsubishi 
Badminton Horse Trials. 

As they go into today's cross- 
country, the Scm bolds a 1 A point 
lead over Robert Lemieux, rid- 
ing for Canada on Just an Ace, 
with the joint overnight leaders, 
David O’Cbnnor (United Stales) 
on Custom Made and Linda Al- 
gotsson (Sweden) on Lafayett, in 
equal third. 

Stanwick Ghost, the attrac- 
tive grey who was Stark's mount 
in last year's Olympics, pro- 
duced a lovely soft, active and 
obedient lest, with a nice roand- 
ed outline and flowing rhythm. 

Though on exemplaiy behav- 
iour in the arena, Stanwick Ghost 
had been bursting with excite- 
ment on Thursday. “He was still 
very wild this morning, so I rode 
him fbr an hour and a half and 
then gave him another 20 min- 
utes before his test,” Stark said. 

Until the Scot went ahead, 
Lemieux had held the lead from 
early afternoon on 15-year-old 
Just an Ace, who has compet- 
ed here on three occasions with 
New Zealand’s Mark Todd, who 
collected one fourth and two 
fifth prizes with him. Tbdd's first 
ride on Just an Ace was in 
1991, shortly after Lemieux had 
broken his collar-bone. 

The first cross-country fence 
that the New Zealander took on 
the horse was the first obstacle 
on the Badminton course, which 
they jumped clear to finish fifth. 
Just an Ace has swapped stables 
several times since but returned 
to Lemieux last autumn. 

Mary King was seventh on 
Star Appeal, with whom she 
won at Burghley last year. 
“He’s a great big solid Irish 
horse and it's difficult to turn 
him into a ballerina,” King 
said. “1 was hoping to be in the 
top 10 after the dressage, so 
we’ve exceeded expectations.” 
MITSUBISHI MOTORS BADMMTDN 
HORSE TRIALS i Standings after dressage 
phase): 1 Srammck Ghost (I Stark. GB) 46.2 
penewes 2 Jtaiai Ace (R Lemeui Can) 47.6; 
3“ LaiayoTl (L Algpbson, Sue) and Custom 
Made ID OConnor. US) 486; 5 Archie Brawn 
(P Muir. GBI 49.4; 6 Headley Brew (0 Du*. 
GB) 49.6. 


Tennis 

HAMBURG OPEN Quarter-finals: F Manbib 
(Sp)btH Arad IMori 4-6 76 6-4; T Haas (Gert 
M ABeressttgul (Sp) 26 63 63; Y KafcMm 
(Rra) bt ACnta (SB) 63 60: A Medwdev IUW 
bt S Biu&K» (Sp> 6-4 76. 

AMERICA'S RED CLAY CHAMPIONSHIP 
(Creto Springs. norida)1tilnl nwrafcMUtood- 
fordo (Alb) bt P Koiria (Cz Rap) 16 6-4 rec J 
StobenbeiE tAia) to M Norman One) 5-036 
6-4; J Van Han* (BeO bt S Strtte (Aus) 63 
46 63; D WO (US) beat F Fontang [Frt 46 
23 ret 

ITALIAN OPEN WOMEN'S TOURNAMENT 
) Tirtnl round: P Sctayder (Swtu bt A 
i ISA) 76 7-5: A Sancnaz Wcarto (Sp) 
btSAppeknera (BoD 63 8-4: RDragxmr Otonfl 
bt J Msjot ICroe) 46 6-4 63' M Pierce (Fr) 
bt M Seles (US) 76 76; B Partus (Auu bt F 
Lubora 00 6-2 6-1. Quartar^ratB C Martmez 
(Sp) to J Hruflar (SA) 666-4; B Paius (Art) 
bt I Spiffed (Rom) 6-4 6-2; M Mena (Fi) to R 
Dragonw (Rom) 6-3 6-4. 

FED CUP B i ro pe A fri ca feuup Tara (Arftrtwi 

Ttofo Pool A: Great ftitan 2 DermoiK 1 (GB 
names Ibsy: C Wood loot to E Dyrebrae 36 
64 36; S Smith to 5 Altoms 46 6-4 6-2: J 
Puftn and L Wooctroffa to IVrtXAE and Nbt- 
nus 64 6-2. Grew Britain gain promotion u 
Eurape-AMce Gboup One. 

LTA SPRING SATELLITE (Leo-on-Sofent) 
Man's sJm)m Quartrar-fiaata: R Gflwt (Ft) to 
l MN^n (GB) 52 6-3; J Ctawm (Ft) btT SpWffl 
(GB) 52 52: J WWS0I (Gar) to D SaptonJ 
(GB) 76 2-6 53: A BetobraidB (Aus) btlNeu- 
mufler (Art) 76 51. Weetaa’a w lng h aa quar- 
tof-Horts: J wart IGS) bf C Tajior (t»l 54 3-1 
ret; M Lamane lEr) M B Auer (Art) 52 46 7- 
5: L AM (6B) to K IMams-Hoftraid IGB) 46 5 
1 51; J SMI* (SA) M J Choudfevy (GB) 51 
52. SaaMtoolR M Lsraem (Fr) M J Won) (GB) 
51 52; J Stock (SA) bt L Ahl (GB) 52 53. 


Dabb, 21 May, and Pat fiaraw TesttowoL 

aL same uarara, 18 May): A KoB* (ShefMd 

Ufa), Own (Bbaburft Iraki CMratnaraar Ufa), 

Craiftrtra i (Wimbledon). Breen ItaOT)). 

Harte (leeds), Ffeednf (MrddtaGbraugb). Ken- 

na (BtacMun). Ptratoa CErerton). Staunton (As- 

ton Vito, Uoutf n u n (Crystal Pataca), Keane 
(Manciraster Utd), Trararaend (Aston Wa), 

Mdwtfrtg (Port am o rt h), Farrefty (Aston VS- 

taLOKoltaaraadsS.lferane^aAWpooO.DKai- 

ta(SwidartmS. Oonoofty (Rfefiwi). Goednan 

(WimMedonj. Caaoarino Utarey). (fetna (Sun- 
dtdraxQ. 

9IGLAND UNDBR-21 SQUAD (Bnapeen Un- 

den21 CtenpkawMp v Prtand, Katmtoe, SO 

May): Day (Cnresel Pataca), MnraftaB (Nomteh), 

taberta fcx&f&rxj&J: Sdraeca (Aston W- 

(a). Benyar Oerata). Me (Norwich). I l a al ray 

(Leicester), Hal (Cn .... 

Soo— cr oft Qpswicto, ft fouw tfXraens 

Ho0ras (AreraraO. Camrabar (UMte 
* (Cmentry), Qaeme (Queen's 
MrarOartraiaptoffi. B raoreas 

(Blackburn), Fsn ii rand (West Ham). WamOfe 

(Chstoaa), Serrant (Ofatram), Haraftton (New- 

castle), feedboty (Portsmouth). 

WORLD CUP Aston flme One (Serfe): Ye- 
men OUdratasan 1 (Hassano* 22L 

Golf 

BBLSOUm JOUWS) CLASS* (PaUtL Beer- 
gU Leadtoc (tret-round scares (US uniats 
stated^MD Pootay. 86 N Pnce CJm), S Stap- 
aon, D Hammond. B Wartons. D DuwL 67 S 
DurtapL 68 B Estes, J Haas, DForanaaCKrais- 
da, S KendML 6B S Gump. M Etastar. D Hart, L 
Janan, DToms,CRyntor.CBo«Hn,CSuB- 
«en, M Daraon. G Day, H Sutton. B Saseon, J 
Gato£hac 6B: 84 S Kepptar. 

Hockey 

HOAIB wousrs SQUAD tcti«siinnf 
We, Baffin. atratb« 1 June): M Drafea, J 
SbsDtth, H Roan (Srttcn CofabeU}, D Kacs- 
to»6tott fCMton), P lOar, J Mortd, S 
Btaarira, KBowdsn (Bataan leeesn), K Bhm, 
LC o e nta ad-J Stott Oaitt). L HMt (Oton). 
T Cttfna, C Raid. LNearreitfin (HQtoranj.J 
Empson (Camartwy). 

loo hockey 

NH.SUUUY CUP PLAY-OfTS Second nnto 
Easton Conference ranHlaiilr New York 
RangarE 3 Nee Jeraqi 0 (tow fork taad DoS- 
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'ill* #4 


FOOTBALL Coventry are in danger of slipping out of the top flight for the first time in 30 years. 

McAllister focused 

on til job in hand 


Phil Shaw spoke to their captain 


i «.„* , r W. 






T alk about tempting fate. 
A month ago, after Gary 
McAllister had coaxed 
Coventry City to successive 
wins over Liverpool and 
Chelsea, the club's vice-chair- 
man remarked that they ought 
to change their name to Coven- 
tiy Houdini. 

As the Scotland captain pre- 
pares for the Sky Blues' final 
match of the season at Totten- 
ham tomorrow, when any thing 
less than victoiy will curtail their 
residency at Premiership level 
aFter 30 unbroken years, it may 
be pertinent to point out a lit- 
tle-known fact about the man 
whose name is synonymous 
with escapology. 

Houdini, for all his incredi- 
ble feats, met his end after invit- 
ing a spectator to test his 
muscle control by thumping 
him in the stomach. 

The sucker-punch symbolism 
may seem painfully appropriate 
if Coventry relinquish a record 
of not having been relegated 
from any division since 1952. To 
McAllister's chagrin, their des- 
tiny is no longer in their own 
hands following a home defeat 
by Derby. 

Coventry must now beat 
Spurs and pray, as their play- 
maker puts it, that Middles- 
brough take no more than a 
point at Leeds and that Sun- 
derland lose at Wimbledon. 
The scenario amounts to no 
more than “a glimmer of 
hope”. 

One irony in a situation rid- 
dled with them is that McAl- 
lister is looking for a favour 
from Leeds, whom he left for 
£3m last summer after six sea- 
sons that included a champi- 
onship medal He is confident 
Boro mil find them hard to 
beat, taking heart from the 
fact that he was the last visitor 
to score in a League game at El- 
lancf Road, way back on Box- 
ing Day. 

Although McAllister expe- 
rienced the drop with Leices- 
ter 10 years ago this month - 
when Coventry were gearing up 
for FA Cup glory against Spurs, 
of all teams - he acknowledges 
that the desperation to stay up 


K The Premiership 

©fd First Division are, 
te gsffig s, “different planets” 
tn TOfm^'pf competitiveness, 
coveragerazid financi al rewards. 

“I was Just a young lad in 
’87,” hesays, now 32. “As your 
statui in the game changes, so 
does your ^personal responsi- 
bflityand I came as Coventry's 
recondhuy. Expectations here 
are also higher than they were 
at Leicester." 

Almost for the first time 
since Jimmy Hill led them into 
the top flight, Coventry have 
shown genuine ambition by 
splashing out on players. Before 
Ron Atkinson became Hill's lat- 
est successor 27 months ago, 
Dion Dublin was their sole 
seven -figure signing. Atkinson 
invested in a further nine, while 
Gordon Strachan has recruit- 


Christmas when we won four 
and drew one. But then we had 
Dion sent off twice and sus- 
pended for seven games. That 
took away our most Likely scor- 
er. Even when he plays at the 
back he's afways dangerous at 
set-pieces. 

“There still seemed to be 
enough home games for us to 
get clear. But we drew with 
Wimbledon when we played 
well and lost to West Ham af- 
ter starting brightly and going 
ahead. Then after winning at 
Liverpool and beating Chelsea, 
we drew with Arsenal, which 
would have been a good result 
if some of the other struggling 
sides hadn't started hitting 
championship form.” 

Previous scrambles to safe- 
ty were achieved with what 
Strachan calls “hungry players” 


The directors have put up a lot of 
money... I'm sure they expected 
us to be nearer a place in Europe 
than the bottom three’ 


ed two more since stepping up 
last November. 

The presence of his prede- 
cessor as Leeds and Scotland 
captain played a major part in 
convincing McAllister that 
Coventry could banish the cul- 
ture of monotonous mediocrity. 
Perhaps he was unaware how 
deeply rooted it was: this will 
be their 14th bottom-five finish 
in 30 seasons and the 23rd 
time they have ended up below 
half-way. 

“The directors have put up 
a lot of money and backed this 
management team as well as 
any board in the country.'’ 
McAllister says. “Tm sure they 
expected us to be nearer a 
place in Europe than the bot- 
tom three.” 

So what’s gone wrong? "We 
started poorly by losing at 
home to Forest - 3-0 going on 
10 - and we've never been 
able to pull away from trouble. 
We had a good run around 


from die lower divisions. A 
£30m outlay in three years 
means Coventry have arguably 
their most talented squad ever. 
Critics allege it is also one of 
the least committed. 

McAllister, honest enough to 
admit that “scrapping doesn't 
come naturally” to him , has tak- 
en more than his share of flak 
from the fans. With hindsight, 
he would probably have need- 
ed to lead Coventry to the ti- 
tle to persuade them he was 
good value for such an un- 
precedented sum. Yet he dis- 
putes that there is any lack of 
passion. 

“The players are hurting. 
Last Saturday was a real slap in 
the face. But while there's still 
a chance, we’ll be giving it 
everything. I'm sure well know 
on die pitch how the other 
matches are going.” 

By another twist, he was in 
the Leeds midfield 12 months 
ago when Coventry staged their 


most recent nerve-shredding fi- 
nale. “You could really feel the 
tension as the Southampton 
and Man City scores filtered 
through to Highfield Road. I 
also remember the joy and re- 
lief on people’s faces after it 
ended (M).” 

Sira chan’s dismay at going 
through it all again has mani- 
fested itself in some brutally 
frank remarks. I suggest that his 
words would have been better 
left to the dressing-room than 
the press conference; McAllis- 
ter disagrees. “When he’s crit- 
icised us, he’s told the truth 
rather than just slagging us 
off. We feel we’ve let him 
down, and that could work for 
us on Sunday. 

"I’ve worked with some top 
managers and Tm positive Gor- 
don has what it takes. If the 
worst happens, if U only be a 
blip in his career. The crucial 
thing in management is to have 
the players’ respect. He’s got it-” 

With his country’s World 
Cup prospects delicately 

e rised, there has been specu- 
don that McAllister will leave 
Coventry rather than risk his 
Scotland place by playing in the 
Nationwide League. Any deci- 
sion will be made by others - 
he is contracted until 2000 - 
though it could well be that in 
(he event of relegation the dub 
would seek to cut the wage bQl 
by selling their highest earners. 

In the meantime he is “totally 
focused” on Coventry’s strug- 
gle against the odds. Apart 
from the nine lives they nave 
enjoyed on the season's final 
day, there is another promising 
portent. Two years ago, Stra- 
chan inspired a 3-1 success 
which enmred the hmuy of sur- 
vival in their penultimate fix- 
ture... at Spurs. 

On the last Sunday, also at 
White Hart Lane, McAllister 
led Leeds to the point they re- 
quired for a place in Europe. 
This time a draw will definite- 
ly not do. However, if the Sky 
Blues slip their shackles once 
more, even those who aspire to 
Houdini’s mantle win begin to 
talk about performing “a 
Coventry act”. 
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McAllister: Admits scrapping ‘doesn't come naturally’ 
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Souness, Reid, Robson, Strachan - two from four will go 


Then there were four. If noth- 
ing else Blackburn Rovers’ draw 
with Middlesbrough on Thurs- 
day clarified the Premiership’s 
relegation issue. Now 42 points 
is a haven and two from 
Southampton, Sunderland. 
Middlesbrough and Coventry 
City will be safe tomorrow. The 
other duo will be contemplating 
life without frill BSkyB money 
and trips to Port \&Je rather than 
Manchester United. 

Brian litde, who sampled 
last-dayitis two seasons ago 
with Aston Villa, puc the rele- 
gation threatened manager’s 
plight into words this week. "I 
sympathise with anyone in that 


position,” he said. “You work 
out results in your mind and if 
they don't go as you expea if s 
terrible. You can drive yourself 
crazy with worry.' 1 

At least Messrs Souness, 
Reid, Robson and Strachan will 
not have that problem much 
longer. It is just tonight that they 
wflf toss and turn working out 
the permutations. “If we win by 
two goals and they lose..." 

Not that they are simple even 
for the uncommitted. Southamp- 
ton, on 41 points, will be safe if 
they get a point at VHIa bur if they 
lose they can be overhauled by 
Sunderland and Middlesbrough, 
the first by points, the second by 


goal difference. Mathematicians 
will be to the fore in the latter 
case as Southampton's goal dif- 
ference is minus five and Mid- 
dlesbrough, who travel to Leeds, 
is minus nine. 

There is also a scenario where 
all four teams might finish on 41 
points which will mean the drop 
for Sunderiand and, barring a 
miraculous scoring feat/Ibhen- 
ham- bound Coventry, who, like 
Sunderland, have a goal differ- 
ences of minus 17. 

Got that? Good Ffcrbaps you 
can explain it frilly to the man- 
agers concerned so that last sea- 
son's farce when Manchester 
Gty were playing for time against 


Guy Hodgson attempts to unravel the 
complexities surrounding the outcome 
of tomorrow’s Premiership programme 


Liverpool in the -mistaken as- 
sumption they were safe will be 
avoided At least Niall Quinn, 
who shot out of the dressing- 
room to tell Alan Ball of his mis- 


night: “The last place I'd want 
to go to get a win is Wimbledon." 
Peter Reid's team have precise- 
ly that problem. 

Ferguson believes Middles- 


iake, will be on hand again if brough will escape and was 
Sunderland make a similar error, prepared to bet a reporter £20 


Which is unlikely as Sunder- 
land are going to have their 
hands full just dealing with their 
opponents, never mind moni- 
toring the radio. As Alex Fer- 
guson. the Manchester United 
manager, said on Thursday 


to that end although, in at least 
one respect. Boro are worse off 
than they have ever been. Week 
in week out their games in 
hand have allowed their man- 
ager, Bryan Robson, to say: “At 
least our future is in our own 


hands.” Not any more though. 

Their fete dipped into the pos- 
session of others when they 
could manage only a win and two 
draws this congested week. "We 
always knew," Robson said, 
“that even if we had beaten 
Blackburn we would still have to 
go to Leeds and get a win so the 
mental state is the same. The dis- 
appointing thing is that we have 
to rely on other people." 

Leeds in particular, who have 
perfected the an of the bore draw 
and who have not conceded a 
home goal in the League since 
Boring Day. “George Graham 
has made them difficult to break 
down.” Robson said, "but 


•we have some quality strikers." 

Principally, he means fab- 
rizio RavaneBi, who has been in 
Italy this week getting treat- 
ment on his back and thigh in- 
jury. He will fly to "leesside today 
when he wflj have a fitness test 
“I spoke to Fabrizio this morn- 
ing ," Robson sat'd, “and I un- 
derstand he has been training for 
the last two days." 

On the subject of morale 
Robson added: “We're not too 
down, because, with the week 
we’ve had, we're happy to still 
have a chance.” If you want an 
objective view of that chance, 
however, William Hill have 
quoted Boro at 4-1 1 to go down 


with Coventry as favourites at 
1-9, Sunderland at 4-5 and 
Southampton 10-1. 

Things are also far from clear- 
cut near the top. One out of Liv- 
erpool Arsenal and Newcastle 
will join Manchester United in the 4~ 
Champions' League as runners- ** 
up, while the other two will have 
a Uefa Cup place. Which leaves 
only one more ticket to Europe 
which will be filled by VTlia, 
Chelsea or Sheffield Wednesday. 

In the end it might all come 
down to the simplest of differ- 
entials- luck. “If we just get the 
breaks," Robson said wistfully 
yesterday. It is a thoughtthat will 
echo in a few minds tonight 


The stabbing pain of relegation 


Three-way battle for Premier safety 


In the last season in which Sun- 
derland graced the turf of Ro- 
ker Park, h is typical that we go 
into the final game uncertain of 
our Premiership safety. In spite 
of the late fluny of transfers, Pe- 
ter Reid’s attempts to treat a 
broken leg with a Band-Aid 
might prove too little too late. 

One point at Wimbledon to- 
morrow might mean the dif- 
ference between success and 
failure. Although we hold our 
fate in our own hands to a cer- 
tain degree, our future hinges 
on a number of variables. One 
bad decision from a referee, 
one dodgy offside, a penalty not 
given, or a missed tackle could 
mean the difference between 
playing Manchester United or 
Bury at our new ground next 
season. 

Whatever the outcome, the 
farewell to Foker against a Liv- 
erpool X] next Tuesday will be 
a heartfelt occasion. 

I first visited Raker Park on 
24 October, 1970, at the age of 
three. We played Oxford in 
from of 16376 and lost 1-0. 1 
stood in the Fulwell Bid with 
my mam and dad under the 
floodlight. Main Stand side. It 
was actually a dever move by my 
dad lo take me there at such a 
young age, because bv the time 
J went to school, in Newcastle, 
I knew Sunderland were my 
team. I remember him asking 
. me before my firet day at school: 
‘If anyone asks you which team 
you support, what do you say?" 
I knew the answer all right 

There was one other Sun- 
derland fan at Archibald First 
School in Gosforth. We joined 
forces to battle the enemy, 
j Gordon Armstrong became 
! my best mate and would play 
j for Sunderiand 349 times. 


No 217 




SundeHand 


At the start of the 1973-74 
season we moved from the Ful- 
well End to the back row of the 
Dock Stand. I remember 
thinking that the Dock Stand 
was posh because it had its own 
half-time scoreboard, oddly 
positioned into the side wall as 
you could not see the main 
scoreboard in the comer of the 
Roker End from those seats. 

During this period we were 
one of the top teams in the then 
Second Division. We had, fa- 
mously, won the FA Cup and 
our next aim was to gain pro- 
motion. We eventually 
achieved our goal on 24 April 
1976. We were at home to 
Bolton Vfenderers and 51,983 
expectant Sunderland fans 
were packed inside Roker. In 
those days, the Roker End 
held more than the entire sta- 
dium does today. A young 
Reid played for Bolton that day 
and he made no difference 
whatsoever. Towers and Rob- 
son scored the goals. It was the 
happiest day of my life. I was 
eight. 

The 1976-77 season was my 
first watching Sunderland in the 
top flight, and my old man's in- 
sistence that we hadn’t 
strengthened our squad suffi- 
ciently was not going to damp- 
en my enthusiasm. However, it 
was soon obvious that we were 
going to struggle. Bob Stokoe 
resigned and Jimmy Adamson 
took over. He gave youth its 
chance by playing Rowell, 


Aruott and Elliot, and for. a 
while It looked like that we 1 
might achieve the impossible , 
and stay up. In an echo of to- 
morrow’s match, it all hinged 
on our last game of the season, i 
away to Evert cm. 

My dad picked me up from : 
school thaL day at lunchtime, 
told the teacher I had a den- 
tist's appointment and we hit I 
the road for Goodison. 

The game itself was a night- , 
mare and we lost 2-0. Some 
Everton fan threw a dart at me 
and it landed in my knee. 1 1 
though I was going to die, but 
I pulled it out, and although it j 
hurt, it was nothing compared 1 
with the pain I endured watch- 
ing my first relegation. j 

After you’ve tasted such ! 
failure, it is becomes a test of | 
character, of your loyalty to the j 
cause. | 

Throughout my time watch- ! 
mg Sunderland, history has I 
repeated itself over ana over | 
again. We develop a team ca- 1 
pable of getting into football's j 
top tier, then rail to invest in | 
strengthening it This season j 
has proved no different Which 
brings us back to tomorrow’s ] 
fight for survivaL 
We face Wimbledon not 
knowing which division we will 
be playmgin next season. Our 
special game at Roker will be 
emotional enough, but the 
threat of relegation will make 
tomorrow’s situation almost 
too much to bear. 
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Scottish football 

RUPERT METCALF 

Thousands of Scottish specta- 
tors are in for a nervous hour 
and a half today as Kilmarnock, 
Motherwell and Hibernian all 
battle for their Bell's League 
Premier Division status. These 
three clubs arc scrambling lo 
avoid a two-legged play-off 
against the First Division run- 
ners-up, Airdrie, later this 
month that will decide the re- 


maining top-flight place for 
next season. 

Motherwell’s manager, Alex 
McLeish. whose side gave them- 
selves the chance to save their 
Premier place with Monday's un- 
expected 2-0 win at Rangers, says 
he feels for his fellow man- 
agers, Jim Duflv of Hibernian 
and Kilmarnock’s Bobby Will- 
iamson. “1 have sympathy for Jim 
and Bobby, but I can only wor- 
ry about myself. It’s every man 
for himself." McLcish said. 

"WiDiamsoa said: “It will be an 


afternoon of high anxieties at 
three grounds across the coun- 
try and, while you don’t wish it 
on anyone, you only think about 
yourself. If you are in the play- 
off you still have a chance of sur- 
viving. but we're not thinking 
about that just yet." 

The Scottish Cup finalists 
Kilmarnock, a point clear of the 
other two struggjers, entertain 
Aberdeen at Rugby Park. 
Motherwell are at home to 
Dunfermline, while Hibernian 
visit relegated Railh Rovers. If 


all three win. Kilmarnock and 
Motherwell will survive. 

Hibernian have selection, 
problems for the rrip to man- 
agerless Raith, with Chic 
Charnley and Kevin Harper 
both suspended, Chris Jackson 
injured and Willie Miller and 
Pat McGinlay both doubtful. 

The other promotion place to 
be decided is in the Third Di- 
vision . where Ross County will . 
try to overtake Forfar Athletic 
for the runners-up place behind 
Inverness Caledonian Thistle. 
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England a blast from the past 




England's summer tournament 
in France will not be screened 
as pay-per-view by Sky. As well 
as lowing foil radio access, the 
satellite company will also sup- 
ply highlights to ITV. 

“] have oot spoken to Alex - 
he has had the pressing matter 
of the championship on his 
plate," Hoddle said. "He has 
never rung me up and said, 'I 
don't want player X, Y or Z go- 
inc on a trip. The squad is 


tremendous talent and an eye 
for goal He can link with mid- 
field or play in a deeper role.” 

Scholes is the only new face 
which, since Hoddle has al- 
ready called up 41 players in sev- 
en squads, is hardly a surprise. 
More significant are the disap- 
peared. David Plan, watched by 
Hoddle on Saturday, remains in 
the wilderness as do Nick Bann- 
by and, despite Ian Walker be- 
ing unavailable through injury, 
David James. Having chosen 




' *s> 


'HU- 
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Derby's muddy 
4 oasis of sulphur 
and spectacle 


picked and I would expect the 
22, plus stand-by goalkeeper, 
who are chosen for France lo go. 

“VVfehaveftadoureyeonRjuJ 
Scholes for some time. He has 


four keepers for the last two 
home matches Hoddle has 
made do with three for a five- 
match squad. Qirious. 

Dairen Anderton, as usual is 


still injured while Tony Adams 
may be included but is likely to 
play only in Poland. Hoddle 
confirmed he would not play 
against South Africa but refused 
to mle him out of the Iburnoi de 
France despite Arsdne Wenger 
suggesting Adams’ career could 
be at stake if be does not rest. 
“There is time to talk to Tfooy and 
the medical advisers." Hoddle 
, said. “I have been aware of his 
ankle problem fof some time.” 

With that we were on to 


Gascoigne and the conversation 
went round the usual rirdes un- 
til a foreign journalist piped up 
to say; “Mr Hoddle, you have 
gone on record as saying 'If 


Ryan Giggs was English Gas- 
coigne would be history’. ’ Hod- 
dle’s jaw dropped along with 
both tabloid and broadsheet re- 
porters - how had they missed 
such a stunning story? 

Hoddle anxiously insisted he 
had never said any such thing, 
though you could almost see a 
glim of “if only" in his eyes. The 
rest of the question, about Eng- 
land’s lack of midfield creativi- 
ty, was valid. This is why Hoddle 
perseveres with Gascoigne. 


*1 have spoken to Paul and 
he has agreed with most things,” 
Hoddle said. “He needs to get 
bock to loving the game of 
football again, things outside the 


game have clouded that. He still 
needs guidance, he needs to fo- 
cus. He wants to put his gamt* 
back together a gain. " It might 
need all the King's horses and 
all the King's men lo do that but 
at least, judging by recent ap- 
pearances, Gascoigne no longer 
looks like Humpiy Dumply. 
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Jon Culley on the Baseball Ground, 
whose suffocating compactness will 
put visiting Arsenal to the test for 
the last time tomorrow • 
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•here is a magical quality 
about a football stadium 
to which small children 
will testify on first encounter- 
ing the theatrical splendour of 
a professional match and 
which stays with many into 
adulthood. 

The imagination plays a 
part, as does the visual spec- 
tacle of a green oasis framed 
^by vast, rising banks of hu- 
manity. But probably it has 
most to do with escapism, with 
entering a small world from 
which the greater one beyond 
is excluded. 

Few of Britain's football 
arenas have demonstrated this 
phenomenon more effectively 
than the Baseball Ground, 
which stages its last senior 
competitive fixture when Der- 
by County meet Arsenal on 
Sunday. 

It is a stadium where tall 
grandstands so tightly bug the 
playing area that almost noth- 
ing outside is visible from 
within. Directional senses go 
haywire and it is possible to 
feel quite lost, submerged in a 
son of suspended reality, 
where nothing exists but a 
football match. 

Perhaps this is why Derby 
County, for whom the ground 
has been home since 1S9S, 


have always been reluctant to 
leave. Twice, in the 1920s and 
40s, the dub rejected oppor- 
tunities to move on. Indeed, 
only in the 59th minute of the 
11th hour did they agree to 
next summer's relocation, hav- 
ing at first said no. 

Practically unchanged since 
the 1930s, by which time three 
of the four sides were effec- 
tively as they are today, the 
Baseball Ground conforms to 
everyone’s vision of the urban, 
industrial football ground, 
built among factories and ter- 
raced streets and, though the 
surrounding landscape is much 
altered, the sense of history re- 
mains. The back-to-backs 
might still be standing, the 
next-door foundry still belch- 
ing smoke. 

No longer does the foundry 
announce its noxious pres- 
ence, replaced now with small- 
er, environmentally friendlier 
units, but its past and the 
ground's are inseparable. The 
foundry owner. Sir Francis 
Ley, the proprietor of Ley’s 
Malleable Castings, developed 
the field for his workforce, al- 
though it was set out not for 
football but baseball reflect- 
ing a passion acquired on a 
business trip to America. 

But then County had start- 


* All systems go for the 
Rams’ £16m spaceship 


safety 


Having twice before turned 
down moves to more expansive 
quarters, Derby were simply fol- 
lowing historical precedent 
when they rejected the oppor- 
tunity to relocate to the new 
Pride Park development, a lit- 
tle over a mile from the Base- 
ball Ground, writes Jon Culley. 

The Rams were invited to 
lake 35 acres ofa 200-acre site 
behind the city* main railway 
station, part of a project award- 
ed £37.5m in Gawrnfcnent fund- 
ing under the City Challenge 
scheme. \ 

But after three years of ne- 
gotiations, and despite the^d- 
vantages of easy access, ample 
parking, and a 30 , 000 -seat state- 
of-the-art stadium, chairman 
Lionel Pickering imitated tus 
predecessors in 1924 and 1946 
bv choosing to stay put. planning 
to ^>end £10m on a rebuilt 
27,000-seat Baseball Ground. 


However, unlike his fore- 
bears, Pickering changed his 
mind. Pride Park returned with 
a better offer, Lheir own prior- 
ities having shifted when 
Greenwich was chosen to host 
the Millennium celebrations, 
leaving them needing the foot- 
ball club as a showpiece. 

The decision to move was an- 
nounced in February 1996, two 
weeks before work was due to 
start on the Baseball Ground. 

Derby’s unnamed new home 
is already a slightly surreal 
landmark on the city’s bleakly 
derelict eastern skyline, where 
it might almost be mistaken for 
an alien spacecraft. It has cost 
. £16m, offset by a £3 5m grant 
from the Football Trust. 

\j-be Baseball Ground will not 
vanish straight away. It will 
host Reserve and youth team fix- 
tures while the pitch at the new 
stadium beds in. 


ed life playing second fiddle; 
or, more accurately, third, 
sharing a space with Derby- 
shire County Cricket Club, m 
the middle of the town's race- 
course. It was a venue good 
enough to stage an FA Cup fi- 
nal replay in 1886, but disputes 
over clashing fixtures prompt- 
ed the football club to leave 
and an invitation to play on 
Ley’s ground was taken up. 

After almost 30 years as 
paying guests, the club boughL 
the Baseball Ground for 
£10.000 in 1924, a year after 
turning down Derby Corpora- 
tion’s suggestion that they 
move to a £30,000 multi-pur- 
. pose stadium a mile to the 
south. County opted for inde- 
pendence and in the space of 
a decade transformed their 
ground, spending £16,000 on 
the Main Stand and £12,000 on 
each of two double-deckers, at 
the Osmaston and Normanton 
Ends. 

The Popular Side would 
have been developed also, but 
for the closeness of the 
foundiy, the presence of which 
essentially determined the 
character of the ground, from 
the claustrophobic atmosphere 
that would intimidate visiting 
teams to the notorious mud 
underfoot. 

Reg Harrison, who comes 
from an era when players 
would walk to the match in 
company with supporters who 
were their neighbours, reckons 
blame for Lhe appalling surface 
could be laid squarely at the 
old proprietor’s door. 

“Every year, they used to 
send samples of soil for analy- 
sis, trying to find out why the 
grass, died," he said. “But 
everyone knew it was the stuff 
that came out of those chim- 
neys." Harrison, a winger, first 
played at the Baseball Ground 
as a 13 -year-old in 1936, in a 
schools cup final; 10 years lat- 
er be was a member of the 
Derby team who went to Wem- 
bley to lift the FA Cup. 

A year before that triumph 
had come a second offer to 
move, this time to another 
proposed municipal venture, a 
monstrous 78,000-capadty sta- 
dium designed by the Wemb- 
ley architect. Maxwell Ayrton. 
Again the decision was to stay 
put, leaving Ayrton’s ambi- 
tious drawings to gather dost. 

The Baseball Ground could 
never reach such proportions. 



Klinsmann set 
for Italy move 


ALAN NIXON 


Jurgen Klinsmann is ou the 
veige of signing for the Italian 
rick: Parma, in the process dis- 
appointing Tottenham, Everton 
and Bolton Wanderers. 

The Bayern Munich striker has 
had an offer from the Serie A 
ride which meets his demands 
for a £L5m one-year contract, 
and the deal comes with the 
promise of a place in the Cham- 
pions’ League if Parma finish 
second behind Juventus. 
Gianfranco Zola has recovered 
from a hamstring injury and will 
be fit for the EA Cup final 
against Middlesbrough. How- 
ever, he is being rested for 
Chelsea's last League match 
against Everton tomorrow. 
/Jan Sugar, the Tbrtenham 
chairman, is threatening to quit 
the club if they do not win the 
Premiership title within the 
next two years. “I'll do my best 
for the next couple of years," he 
said “If I can’t crack it, ill let 
some other brain surgeon come 
in and have a go. HI dear off." 
Across north London, Arsenal 
have signed Luton's 18-year-old 


central defender Matthew Up- 
son for a undisclosed fee, beat- 
ing competition from 
Newcastle, Liverpool. Man- 
chester United and Sheffield 
Wednesday. The 18-year-old 
who has yet to play a foil league 
match, is seen as a long-term 
successor at Highbury for the 
34-year-old Steve Bould 
Roy Hodgson is to offer Keith 
Blunt, the director of coaching 
at the Football Association’s 
Centre of Excellence, a place on 
his Rovers back-room team. 
Blunt is behind the stream of 
talent emanating from Lflle- 
shaU, with Andy Cole and Nick 
Barm by among his discoveries. 
Hodgson is also keen to bring 
in Bobby Houghton as his as- 
sistant. The two have been 
close since their days at Bristol 
City, when Houghton was man- 
ager. 

Liverpool are to give the Israel 
captain, Thl Baum, the chance 
to secure a move to Anlield 
Roy Evans is seeking clear- 
ance to play the midfielder in 
the reserve game with Everton 
on Monday before deriding 
whether to take him on a free 
transfer. 


Fear of failure haunts 
the usual suspects 


Metal monument Derby County's atmospheric and hemmed-in Baseball Ground was 
shaped by its proximity to a foundry Photograph; David Ashdown 


but in 1969 a tier of seats was 
added on the Popular Side, 
cantilevered over the foundry’s 
shed roofs to form the Ley 
Stand. Soon after it was 
opened, Derby thrashed Tot- 
tenham Hotspur 5-0 before a 
crowd of 41,826, still the club 
record, squeezed into a-space 
that, post-7aylor, is restricted 
to 17^00 seats. 

The pitch scarcely im- 
proved, however, even while 
Brian Clough was shaping the 
side who were to win the 
championship twice in four 
seasons. Like Harrison, Alan 
Durban was happier taking 
up wide positions, using the 
better ground. “The middle 
was awful, one of the heaviest, 
muddiest pitches anywhere," 
Durban said, “and, what’s 
more, when you fell the mud 
would stink of sulphur." 


Such tales did no harm in 
putting visitors off their stride; 
nor did the proximity of the 
crowd, who were dose enough 
to engage in banter with their 
own favourites and to rattle the 
opposition. “It would scare 
some sides to death, particu- 
larly the foreign ones," Durban 
added, recalling an extraordi- 
nary night in 1972 when Der- 
by destroyed Benfica 3-0 in the 
European Cup. Three years 
later Real Madrid came a sim- 
ilar cropper, losing 4-1 (al- 
though. incredibly, they woo 
the tie 6-5 on aggregate). 

How such nights must have 
been celebrated in the Base- 
ball Hotel, where the players 
would have five-a-side prac- 
tice games in the pub yard, 
even in Durban's era. It has 
been demolished now, as have 
a good many of the sur- 


rounding streets, making way 
for a car park opposite the 
main entrance in Shaftesbury 
Crescent and a leisure centre 
in Colombo Street, behind 
the corrugated sheeting of 
the Osmaston End. 

Once, neighbouring resi- 
dents would have been happy 
to see the stadium go the same 
way, especially during the vi- 
olent 70s and 80s, when van- 
dalism to cars and property saw 
home matches throw the area 
into a state of siege. A far, sad 
cry from the time when sup- 
porters would politely ask 
householders to look after 
their bicycles, and happily pay 
3d or the service. 

Happily, peace has returned, 
but when quiet descends for 
good this weekend something 
of the community’s soul wifi un- 
doubtedly have been lost. 


Mention the play-offs to most 
football fans and die fiist images 
that will come to mind are like- 
ly to be of dramatic celebrations 
on the Wembley stage: Steve 
Qaiidge’slast-mumte winner at 
the end of extra time 12 months 
ago, Bolton Wanderers’ stirring 
recovery to beat Reading a 
year earlier and Swindon's sev- 
en-goal thriller against Leices- 
ter in 1993. 

However, most of the teams 
involved in this year’s play-offs 
will recall less happy memories 
as they prepare for the first legs 
of the semi-finals this weekend. 

Between them, die 12 rides 
in action have appeared in the 
end-of-season shoot-outs 15 
times since their introduction 10 
seasons ago. Yet all they have 
to show for their efforts, despite 
the odd semi-final success, is two 
victories in the finals, neither of 
which came at Wembley: Crys- 
tal Palace’s 1989 victory over 
Blackburn and Swansea’s win 
against Torquay a year earlier 
were both achieved in the days 
of two-legged finals played on 
the dubs' own grounds. 

Palace, moreover, have a less 
happy and more recent experi- 
ence of the play-offs, Oaridge’s 
last-gasp winner having denied 
them in the final 12 months ago. 
Wolves, Palace’s visitors in the 
first leg of the First Division 
semi-finals today, lost to Bolton 
at this stage two years ago and 
in their only previous appear- 
ance in the play-offs not even 
a promising young striker called 
Steve Bull could overcome the 
might of Aldershot in the 1987 
Fourth Division finaL 

Waives have been troubled by 



North-west passage to pre-eminence is a passing phase 
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There can’t currently be much 
to depress Tony Blair, but the 
events of Tuesday night must 
have put a dampener on fos 
mood. Being an alleged New- 
castle fan, it must have been - 
galling for the PM to see Man- 
chester United win the cham-. 
pionship again and to noi 
that - to paraphrase the Con- 
servative election slogan - me 
North-west (at least in football 
terms) is booming. 

Look no further than the win- 
ners of this season s champi- 
onships from the Premieishrp to 
the Vbuxhall Conference: Unit- 
ed, Bolfom Bniy, 

Macclesfield, all stuat^ with- 
in a 20-mflc radius of Man- 
chester. There's no 
precedent of such a whitewash, 
and before we get camedaway 

andprearianeraofNorth-w^ ■ 

dorStation, the reality® ft® 1 ^ 
unlikely to happen again. 

Football is, by nature 
And just as every dog - and 


every political paity - has its day, 
so the same applies to football. 
In the early 1090s the North-east 
had to live with its big three lan- 
guishing in the SecondDiviskm, 
and Hartlepool and Darlington - 
lying low in the Fourth. 

East Angjia found itself m the ' 
doldrums in 1994-95 when both 
Norwich, and Ipswich were rel- 
egated from the Rnemieiship and 
Colchester could only manage 
17th place in the Third. By the 
time the following season had 
ended, a. cloud had settled over 
the South Coast. Southampton 
scraped survival in tbePre- 
mierehip; ditto Portsmouth in the 
First Division; Bk^hton were rel- . 
egared from the Second; 
Torquay were spared demotion 
to the Cbnferenceonly by the in- 
adequacies of Stevenage’s 
ground; and even Poole Tfcrwn 
ended up rock bottom in the 
Beazer Homes League South- 
ern Division with just one point 
This season the ckrad has bare- 


ly lifted over Brighton and 
Bournemouth, and still hovers 
over Southampton. 

At least Leicester have re- 
stored some Midlands pride by 
winning tbeCoca-Ccto Cup. But 
with Forest already relegated, 
Coventry looking doomed, and 
sleepin g gian ts like Birmingham 
and West Brom seemingly un- 
able to rouse themselves, the 
Midlands - like the Tbiy party 
-is a shadow of its former sell 

Most surprising of all is the 
perennial failure of the capital 
to assert itself. London teams 
have claimed the League cham- 
pionship just five times in the tea 
42 years - about as often as 
Britain’s had a Labour govern- 
■ment. Theories atoundastowby 
London football can barely hold 
a candle to northern rivals. The 
most popular one is that Lon- 
don teams are distracted by the 
number of derbies they face - 
which isa lame excuse. Not even 
the north London derby, which 


Olivia Blair 
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is no picnic, can compare to the 
fervour of a Manchester or 
Mersey daby, or even to the pas- 
sion generated when United 
play Liverpool or Leeds. 

It has nothing to do, either, 
with a dearth of London-born 
players, since in 1970 there 
were just 47 Londoners in the 
top flight; by 1994-95 that fig- 
ure had risen to 94. Rather, the 
key lies not on the field, but on 


the terraces. Although the foot- 
ball world loves to rile Man- 
chester United fans as coining 
from anywhere but Manches- 
ter, northern fans tend to have 
stronger ties with - and feel 
more passionate about - their 
chib, a passion which is com- 
municated to the players. 

Yorkshireman Graham Rix 
once admitted he thought Ar- 
senal lacked the kind of ruth- 
less streak that always saw, 
say. Liverpool out of trouble. 
Or perhaps it was just that some 
London-based- players had an 
alternative agenda. When 
Charlie Nicholas was asked 
what he enjoyed about playing 
in London, he replied: “Well I 
never went to Slringfellows 

that much. 1 preferred Tramp." 

Soch abject failure by a cap- 
ital dty is by no means unique 
to this country. The French 
League has been dominated by 
southern dubs like Marseilles 
and Monaco; Paris St-Germain 


have won the championship 
. twice during their 27-year exis- 
tence, while only one of the cap- 
ital's other dubs has won a title: 
Racing Club Paris, back in 1936. 

In Italy the northern dubs 
have enjoyed an almost un- 
breakable stranglehold over 
Serie A since it began in 1930; 
Napoli (in 1990 and 1997), 
Roma in 1983, Lazio (in 1974) 
and Cagliari (in 1970) have 
been the south's only triumphs. 
But Ray Wilkins, who's had ex- 
perience of flaying in all three 
Leagues, claims that while the 
strength of England’s North- 
west teams is “frightening", 
there’s no evidence to suggest 
that a north/south divide exists 
in England as it does in Italy. 

“The southern Italian chibs, 
feela tat bard done to," Wilkins 
says, “while the northern ones 
consider themselves superior. 
Their fans are no Iras passion- 
ate, but the southern teams 
aren’t held m the same high re- 


gard, even though Napoli have 
attracted players like Maradona. 
Careca, Krol and Zola. But I 
don’t believe there’s any preju- 
dice in this country. Years ago 
more players migrated south to 
north; now h works both ways. 
And although fans in the north 
are probably a touch more pas- 
sionate, this North-west domi- 
nation is just coincidence; a 
bunch of good managers and 
good players coming together at 
the same time." 

Of cotnse WQkms has also had 
first-hand experience of Scottish 
football, where the teams in the 
capital -Tbny Blair's birthplace 
have even less to crow about 
than London's. HIbsand Hearts 
have amassed just eight titles be- 
tween them; in fact, the only 
Scottish dub to have posed a se- 
rious threat to the OJd Firm’s 
stranglehold is Aberdeen, who 
won consecutive League titles in 
1984 and 1985... under a certain 
Alex Ferguson. 


Paul Newman on 

the play-ofls, which 
start this weekend 

injuries recently, but Mark 
Atkins, Adrian Williams, Iwan 
Roberts and Simon Osborn are 
aD available again. Steve FroggaU 
wifi have a late fitness test, but 
Nefl ErnMen and Don Goodman 
look likely to miss out. Palace are 
at full strength, although Dougie 
Freedman would be suspended 
if they reached the final 
The form team in the First Di- 
vision play-offs are Ipswich, 
who took 16 points from their 
last six games. However, in- 
juries will deprive them of Ja- 
son Cundy, Simon Milton, Alex 
Mathie and Richard Naylor 
when they travel today to 
Sheffield United, who in turn 
wOl be without their leading 
scorer, Andy Wilker. 

In tomorrow’s Third Division 
semi-finals Cardiff meet 
Northampton and Chester play 
Swansea, the only chib of the 
four to have play-off experience. 

Crewe Alexandra will be hop- 
ing to improve on a particularly 
bleak record when they entertain 
Luton in the Second Division 
play-offs tomorrow. Crewe have 
qualified four times in the 90s and 
on the only occasion they pro- 
gressed to the final were beaten 
cm penalties by York City. 

m the other Second Division 
semi-final Bristol City entertain 
Brentford, whose manager. Dave 
Webb, can hardly have inspired 
his team with his succinct opin- 
ion of the play-offs. “All they cre- 
ate is disappointment," he said. 

Reading part 
with Quinn 
and Gooding 

John Madejski, the Reading 
chairman, has pledged that his 
club's new manager wifi have to 
“go it alone" when he is ap- 
pointed. 

The First Division side yes- 
terday parted company with 
joint player-managers, Jimmy 
Quinn and Mick Gooding, af- 
ter failing to agree new terms 
with the pair.' 

The two bosses look over at 
Elm Park when their former 
manager Mark McGhee, now 
with Wolves, left to join Leices- 
ter in December 1994 and they 
guided Reading to the brink of 
the Premiership after finishing 
second in the First Division in 
the year only the top side was 
automatically promoted. 

The Birmingham manager, 
Trevor Francis, has put his en- 
tire staff - 28 professionals - up 
for sale after finding out that be 
is to receive less money than he 
anticipated to bring in new 
players. 
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The style is the man. Like a 
perennial wit at the back of the class- 
room, the 54-year-old member for 
Newham North West has harried and 


sniped from the Opposition bench 
es, often to spectacular effect His de- 
scription of the bulky former 
Defence Secretary Nicholas Soames 
as “his own personal food mountain’', 
and his characterisation of the for- 
mer Transport Secretary Steven 
Norris as “the Government’s most 
proficient bullshitter" are but two of 
the verbal initiatives to have earned 
him rebukes within the House of 
Commons. 

Many other barbs have been de- 
livered on television, where Banks 
has become an amiably waspish, sum- 
mon able presence over the years. In- 
deed, he was cooking for a TV food 
show when the call came from Tony 
Blair offering him his current post. 

His first thought was that the call 
was from his friend Rory Bremner 
winding him up. K 1 wasn't a Shadow 
Minister,” Banks said. “I hadn’t 
done anything to try and become any- 
thing. I hadn't modified my behav- 
iour or my public statements. And 
it’s probably not a good lime to re- 
mind the Prime Minister that I 
backed Margaret Beckett for the 
leadership of the party. 

“It flashed through my mind that 
Rory might be taking the piss. It was 
just as well I didn't say something 
like, ‘Fuck off, Rory,’ Because that 
wouldn’t have gone down too well." 

Perhaps not. But perhaps. Be- 
cause, as Banks himself acknowl- 
edges, the Prime Minister picked him 


The Messiah?: The laying-on of lands would be somethin of a novelty for a Sports Minister but Tbriy Banks, in full flow yesterday, is a man who beOeves In getting involved 


- rather than the expectant Shadow 
Minister, Tom Pendiy -precisely for 
his, what shall we say, vibrancy. 

“The message that 1 got is that that 
is exactly what he does want,” Banks 
said. "I suppose in a way he thinks 
you can be colourful and you can get 
thin g ; done and you can't actually do 
much damage. 1 mean, I'm not like- 
ly to end up plunging the country into 
war.” 

Leaning back in his chair at the 
Department of National Heritage, a 
tie and waistcoat gentrifying his 
black denim trousers, he leafed 
through the latest copy of the Big 
Issue. “You can’t get rid of all home- 
lessness, Mr Blair ...” read the front 
page message, continuing inside: 
“Bui you can have a damn good try." 
These are heady, challenging times 
for the new men and women of 
Labour, Banks included. 

“There’s no doubt about it it's 
scary,” he said. "We spent 18 years 
telling the Times where they got it 
completely wrong. Now it's our turn 
to take action. The Prime Minister 
made it quite clear throughout the 
whole election campaign that we 
weren’t going to promise anything 


Other than that which we could de- 
liver. But the size of the vote we re- 
ceived will have excited enormous 
extra expectation! You can almost 
reach out and touch the atmos- 
phere at the moment There's a great 
feeling of relief in the country, a great 
feeling that a breath of fresh air has 
blow through.” 

Fittingly, the man who describes 
himself not as 014 or New, but “Vin- 
tage Labour” is now talking about 
creating a different dimate in sport, 
although he steers dear of specific 
policy discussions on the under- 
standable grounds that he is stOl get- 
ting to grips with a job he never 
envisaged. 

For all that, the contrast with his 
predecessor, jfein Sproat, could hard- 
ly be more marked. Sproat, variously 
known as “Deep Sproat", “No- 
throat Sproat" and the “Invisible 
Man", resisted invitations to air his 
views in die media for almost two 
months after his appointment. He 
was, journalists were told, “not 
ready." 

Banks has already commanded 
more attention in a week than most 
of his predecessors managed in a ca- 


reer. But for aflhs noise, he is no emp- 
ty vessel He has been a dogged de- 
fender of the rights of disabledpeople. 
As chairman of aits and recreation for 
the General London Council, he 
championed the rights of wheelchair 
competitors to take part in the Lon- 
don Marathon, amove which met with 
considerable resistance. 

His abhorrence of blood sports is 
well known, and he is sensitive tooth- 
er potential risks to animal welfare. 
He was among those who lobbied for 
the Grand National to reduce the size 
of its fences, and there have been 
some anxious noises among the Na- 
tional Hunt fraternity since his ar- 
rival at Cockspur Street 

He felt the outcry over Britain’s 
lack of success at last summer's 
Olympics was disproportionate. “It's t 
very easy for people sitting in-front 
of their televisions to start whinge- 
ing on about athletes not winning as 
many medals as we would have 
wanted. One of the things that has 
always intrigued me is that we sud- 
denly hear that Linford Christie 
has won a medal for Britain. I think 
you Deed to ask the question, what’s 
Britain done for Iinford Christie? 


*Tf you want to take national 
pride, as we do, in the achievements 
of our sports men and women, 
you’ve got to be prepared to invest 
in them. Not when they’re famous 
and they've done it all thanks large- 
ly u> themselves. Butwbat are we do- 
ing now, today, to create the stars of 
tomorrow?" 

Prioritisation, however, will be the 
name of the game. 

“Gordon Brown has made it quite 
dear that there is not much point in 
sending a pantechnicon up to the 
Treasury expecting him to load it up 
with tenners. It isn’t |oing to work 
tike that so we are going to have to 
be imaginative in the way we allocate 
our resources." 

Banks is intent upon becoming 
what he describesas “an honest bro- 
ker, a catalyst, an enabler”, and plans 
to sit down with what he describes 
as “the iconoclasts" within different 
sports in this country to discover 
whether polides can be improved. 

Among the Labour pledges Banks 
is committed to carrying through are 
an end to the sale of playing fields, 
the creation of a youth unit within 
the sports ministry, and using Lot- 


tery money to create after-school 
sports dubs. 

The immediate topics to which he 
is Cuming his mind alongside the 
Secretary of State, Chris Smith, are 
altering the distribution of binds 
from the National Lottery and eval- 
uating the establishment of a 
National Academy of Sport, later 
this month the Heritage Dream 
Ticket -atias Smith and Banks -will 
visit the three shortlisted sites for the 
Academy at Upper Heyford,. 
Sheffield and Nottingham. 

The question of restoring com- 
petitive games at schools, a matter 
which greatly exercised his prede- 
cessor, is one which generates as 
much heat in Banks, although for dif- 
ferent reasons. 

He resists any invitation to have a. 
- pop at boxing, one of Sproaf’s pet 
sports.' “1 boxed^at school" he said. 
*1 enjoy boxing, although I don't like 
it when it gets gory. But seeing 
‘Prince’ Naseem box, seeing his move- 
ment in that, it’s almost like poetry." 

But when he contemplates the idea 
of competitive sports as such, he be- 
comes less lyrical “It’s almost as if 
it was an ideological thing with the 
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Conservatives, because competition 


word as far as they were concerned 
in the economy as much as it was in v 
sport- l am not ideological in mi ; 
sporting approach. But the idea th?gy 
the only sports worth encouraging arl* 
competitive sports, you know . . ." Thfc.-i 
Department aide at Banks’s right.! 
hand flinches momentarily in antic?, 
ipation ... “is bollocks. Its ideolog- '- 
ical bollocks. And .l hope that you. 
ain't going to see much idecdogicaj 
bollocks around here. | 

“That's. the thing that prepares ■ 
people so they can go off and start , 
cutting people's throats on the stock 
market, wmch, putting it crudely, is 
the way the simple minds of some of 
the previous Conservative pblitir 
dans operate. ... 

“Anyway^he added with a grinf 
“You shouldn't have got me going on 
that one. Tbuch the button and I’m 
off." • ; 

But it is, and will be, such fim td 
hear the new Sports Minister warnri 
ing to his rhetorical theme in the neri 
few years. Eighteen years of hurt 
haven’t stopped him dreaming - of 
pretesting. t 
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ACROSS DOWN 

I Material you’ll get for ter- 2 Support structure in some 

rific price, subject to ex- chaotic situation (7) 
treme reductions (61 3 New union member not at 

5 Just as the consumer re- first given lift (4) 

quires? (6) 4 Fight continued, involving 

8 Left notice about Benefits French policeman (8) 

Agency incomplete, miss- 5 English lord established 
ing initial (9) his tide rests on primogen- 

9 Boredom shown by union iture (6) 

leader involved in limitless 6 Travelled by water, the 
court proceedings? (5) hard way? 

II Everyone's enquiring about 7 Quantity of fish found 

crop harvest first of all (4) halfway up staircase? (7) 

12 Implement made from 8 A row about old article _ 

nickel mostly safe to keep doctor's written in iambic 

in pocket, originally (5,5 j veraes(ll) 

13 New production of play m 10 Tm appearing in list 

a church somewhere in the topped by Spanish girl - 
States (8) that’s priceless (11) 

15 Mean to get drunk (5) 14 Short poem by academic 

17 One answer that’s printed churchman (3, 6) 

. in boring journal (5) 16 Worker rolling barrel out, 

19 Where some would be all mostly (8) 

at sea and in a mess? (8) 18 Pleasant fellow featuring 

22 Modulation of voice ty stu- in a legend (7) 

dent in grip of illness (10) 20 Instrument recording zero 

23 Stop bishop making on vehicle during accelera- 

wounding remark (4) tion? (7) 

25 Plant’s a decoration, 21 Vejy careful with pen, one 

brought in by journalist (5) no good for filling 16) 

26 Make regular meals, in or 24 Character showing heart, 

out (9) perhaps? (4) 

27 Give away by secreting in- 
judicious tear (6) 

2S Painter needing to make a 
|>bone call from the centre 

Hie first five correct solutfews to tills week’s panic opened next Tbars- 
n t cht bardbacked copies of the Oxford Dictionary of Quotations , 
Answers and winners’ names will be published nod Saturday- Send nota- 
tions to Saturday Crossword, R O. Box 4018, Tbe Independent. 1 Canada 
Square, Canary Wharf; London E145BL. Please use tbe box number sad 
f NatrOf k and give yonr own postcode. Last week’s winners E SndaJe, Sofi- 
hnll; B Sanderson, Wigan; A Scott, Keith; G Lange, Oberimnsen, Germany; 
C Ward, Llandrindod Wells. 
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Last Saturday's solution 
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In thefootsteps of the invisible men 


2 Support structure in some 
chaotic situation (7) 

3 New union member not at 
first given lift (4) 

4 Fight continued, involving 
French policeman (8) 

5 En glish lord established 
his tide rests on primogen- 
iture (6) 

6 Travelled by water, the 
hard way? (3-6) 

7 Quantity of fish found 
halfway up staircase? (7) 

8 A iw a bout old article 
doctor's written in iambic 
veraes(ll) 

10 I'm appearing in list 
topped by Spanish girl - 
that’s priceless (11) 

14 Short poem by academic 
churchman (3, 6) 

16 Worker rolling barrel out, 
mostly (8) 

18 Pleasant fellow featuring 
in a legend (7) 

20 Instrument recording zero 
on vehicle during accelera- 
tion? (7) 

21 Very careful with pen, one 
no good for filling (6) 

24 Character showing heart, 
perhaps? (4) 


Mike Rowbottom 

reflects on the 
impact of previous 
Ministers, for Sport 

In truth, Tony Banks does not 
have many hard acts to follow. 

Labour have only had one 
previous Minister for Sport - the 
former international referee 
Denis Howell who fulfilled the 
role during the Wilson and 
Callaghan governments. 

In 1991, Howell - widely re- 
garded as being the best sports 
minister to date - looked back on 
what he described as 12 years of 
neglect by his Conservative suc- 
cessors, whom he collectively 
termed “helpless and hopeless.” 

Harsh words from a man no 
less direct in expressing himself 
than the latest incumbent But 
HoweD s analyses at the time was 
largely borne out by the facts, 
and there has been little since to 
provoke a major re-evaluation. 

Since Lord Hailsham first 
persuaded Harold Macmillan to 
appoint a national sporting 
supremo in 1962 -it ruined out 
to be Lord Hailsham - the post 
has all too often become a po- 
litical graveyard. 

Hector Munro, Robert Key, 
Nefl Macfarlane, Robert Atkins, 
Dick Tracey - where are they 
new? 

The job itself which under the 


Those sports ministers in full 

■ . . (Consei'vatfve.unfc^ stated) 


1962-64 Urd Hailsham 
1964-70 Denisi Howell (lab) • 
1970-74 Bdon Griffiths 
1974-79 Denis Howell (Lab) " 
1979-81 Hector Munro 
1981-85 Neil Macfarlane . 

Tories never ranked higher 
than parliamentary under-sec- 
retary level, has been some- 
thing of a poisoned chalice. 

Macfarlane. who took over 
from the short-lived Munro in 
1981, was jettisoned by Mar- 
garet Thatcher in 1985 after 
the Football Association's de- 
cision to rescind its punishment 
of Millwall and Luton follow- 
ing the riot at Kenilworth 
Road. 

Tracey, a supporter of re- 
taining sporting links with 
South Africa and a proponent 
of capital punishment, was in- 
stalled as a tougher operator. 
But circumstances worked 
against him - he was soon 
complaining that he spent only 
20 per cent of his working day 
on sporL 

The profile of the job was 


1985-87 

1987-90 

1990-92 

1992- 93 

1993- 97 
1997- 


Richard Tracey 
Colin Mqynihah.': 

Robert Atkins 
Robert Key; • 
lain Sproat 
.Tony Banks (Lab) 


raised by Tracey’s successor, 
Colin Moynihan, who took 
over at the age of 31 sporting 
an impressive curriculum vitae. 

An Oxford Blue at boxing 
and rawing who coxed the 
British eight to an Olympic sil- 
ver medal in 1 980, tbe diminu- 
tive ladies' man established a 
reputation outside the sport- 
ing sphere when he squired 
FameUa Bordes to a number of 
events. 

But events then swept 
Moynihan away. In the wake 
of British hooliganism at the 
1988 European Champi- 
onships, he was charged with 
introducing Mrs Thatcher's 
favoured solution of identity 
cards for supporters. In the 
wake of the Hillsborough dis- 
aster of 1989, however, Lord 
Justice Taylor rejected the 
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idea as being unworkable! 
Moynihan ’s trajectory dipped! 

Enter Robert Atkins, whose 
friendship with the dew Tctfy 
leader. John Major, led NigeJ 
Lawson, then secretary of the 
Central Council for Physica 
Recreation, to hail them ai 
“the Dream Ticket." 

Rashly, as it turned out 
Atidns, whose uncanny like 
ness to Christopher Let- 
caused his chdl servants to re^ 
fer to him as “Dracula”, took 
an unconscionable time to get 
his teeth into the task, “What 
you won’t hear is me telling 
sport how it should be done," 
he maintained - curiously; 
given that he was working on 
a review of Britain's sporting 
structure. _ . _ * 

The bulk of the review^ 
conclusions were rejected.' 
however, by lairi.Sprpat, the 
last of the Tory incumbents. Hfc 
said the proposals were urfe 
wieldy and bureaucratic. . : 

Sproat. dubbed in some 
quarters the “Invisible Man*; 
worked dfligenfly enough in hfc- 
four-year term, seeking to re- 
store competitive games 
schools - notably,' and con? 
troversially,. boxing' 7 - anjjl 
working towards thesekmic a|j 
rival of National Lottery fundi 


to oversee the consequent re^ 
shaping of the sporting land* 
scape. \ - 


How many times have you arrived at the airport to find your journey isn't over? 
You re miles from the centre of town and you have to wait ages for a taxi. 

When you travel by Eurostar, you arrive in the heart of Paris or Brussels which, 
after all, is exactly where you want to get to. 


Cedis dunged at local rate. A B calls an monitored for quality. 


0345 303030 

or see an appointed travel 
agent or railway station. 


: ; •••' 9- , 


Central London to the centre 
of Paris or Brussels. 
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Gary McAtfister talks to Phil Shaw i ■ Gfenn Moore’s football men of theseason; Derlck^l|sg|^ 

about Premiership survival day page 28 the Monaco GP; Chris Hewett at t he Pilkington • 

A Chelsea tan wholes already expressed a dim view of Wembley is likely to prove a lively Ministerfor Sport. MikeRpwbottom 


see his beloved Chelsea. But 
turned down his invitation to 
tbe FA Cup final from the RqjtaJ 

The po! iiician who described 
self as “gobsmacked” at being 
his present post will feel more . _ T ^ P . 
fortable among fellow Che&ea fol- 
lowers on their big Wembley -d 

As a season ticket holder; he 
already acquired his ticket through 
the usual method of queueing. He 
subsequently accepted ao jtnvftatioi 
to be the club’sguest, andp&ssedhi, 
ticket on to another Chelsea sttpi 
porter. But when the Department of- 
fered him a seat in the Royal Beat, 
he declined. 

“The idea of throwing my arms 


1 ne idea oi mr owing my arms 
around the Queen when Chelsea 
score, or screaming ‘the referee’s a 
wanker* which I’m likely to do, 
probably would not go down too well 
in the Royal Box,” Banks said yes- 
terday. “f will also be wearing one 
of those big floppy-top hats and my 
scarf and rosette. When I'm at foot- 
ball, you know, 1 like to hug the peo- 
ple that are around me, we jump up 
and down and we dance. I'm not go- 
ing to have my enjoyment of one of 
the great days of my club spoiled by 
being next to Royalty of no fixed 
abode. 


change 












IMAGE OF 
THE WEEK 



Eyes front. And cameras and flashlights. The film festival at Cannes wouldn't be the same without the ritual of the stars, starlets, hopeful and hopeless lining up to have their picture taken. This time the victim 
was actor Gary Oldman. ‘Over ‘ere Gary.' Photograph by Brian Harris with 105mm lens at 250th of a second.at f5.6 on 160 ASA film. To order a print of this picture (price £14) phone 0171-293 2534 
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I watch ray father's uncomfortable smile as 
he looks on at the scene, wanting a better 
welcome for his brother, but neglecting to 
intervene for fear of offending my mother 
and giving her the excuse he suspects she is 
looking for to extend her hostility to him. 

I look to see what kind of danger Uncle Bango 
brought with him into our front yard on those 
Saturdays, but there was nothing I could iden- 
tify as threatening. And I knew of no possession 
of his, or of any previous differences between 
either my mother and him, or him and my father, 
no family quarrel. All that I could see separat- 
ing him from my other uncles was this story that 
he was ever willing to telL So it had to be his story. 

“Wfetdh the landscape of this island,” he began 
with the self-assured conviction that my mother 
couldn’t stand in him. "And you know that they 
co til da never bold people here surrendered to 
unfreedom.” The sky, the sea, every green leaf 
and tangle of vines sing freedom. Birds frisk and 
flitter and whistle and sing. Just so a yard cock 
wiD draw up his chest and crow. Things here have 
their own mind. 

The rain decide when it going to fall. Some- 
times in the middle of the day, the sky clear, you 
hear a rushing swooping sound and voops it foil 
down. Other times it set up whole day and then 
you sure that now, yes, it going to fell, it just clear 
away, ft had no brooding inscrutable wilderness 
here. There was no wild and passionate uproar 
to make people feel they is beast, to stir this great 
evil wickedness in their blood to make them want 
to go out and murder people. . 

Maybe that madness seized Columbus and the 
first set of conquerors when they land here and 
wanted the Carib people to believe that ttaywas 
gods; but, afterwards, after they settle m the 
Island and decide that, yes, is here we Ming to 
live now, .they begin to discover how hard it was 

to be gods. . , . 

The heat, the diseases, the weight of armour 
they had to cany in the hot sun, the jmpenaJ 
noses they had to strike, the powdered wigsto 
wear the churches to bufld, the heathen to bap- 
tize the illiterates to educate, the animals to 
tame, the numerous spedes of plants to name, 
history to write, flags to plant, parades to make, 
the militia to assemble, letters to write home. 

And all around them, this rousing greenness 

bursting in the wet season and another quieter 
shade perspiring in the dry. 


WORDS OF THE WEEK 

And then it dawn on them 
that you can’t defeat people 

Earl Lovelace won the Commonwealth Writers Best Novel award with 
'Saif and has been on tour reading his work. This is an extract 



On top of that they had to put up with the noise 
from Biackpeople. Whole night Blackpeople 
have their drums going as they dance in the bush. 
Afl those dances, AH those lascivious bodies leap- 
ing and bending down. They couldn’t see them 
in the dark among the shadows and trees; but, 
they could hear. . . 

They had to listen to them dance the Bam- 
boula Bamboula. the Quelbay, the Manding, the 
Juba, the Ibo, the Pique, the Haiicord, the Coro- 
manti, the Congo, the Chiffon, the Banda, the 
Pencow, the Cherrup, the Kafioda, the Bongo. 
It was hard Tot Whitepeople. It had days they 
wanted to just sat down under a breadfruit tree 
and cool off, to reach up and pick a ripe mango 
off the tree and eat it. ' 

It had times they just wanted to jump into the 
sea and take a sea bath, to romp with a girl on a 
bed of dead leaves underneath the umbrella of 
cocoa trees. They try, but they had it very hard. 
They walk a little distance and then they bad to 
stop, perspiration soaking them, sticking their 
clothes to their bodies. It was so hot. They had 
to get these big roomy cork hats to wear to keep 
their brains cooL 

They had to get people to fen them. People 
to cany their swords, people to cany cushions 
for diem to sit down on. They bad to get people 


to beat people for them, people to dish out lashes 
- seventy-five, thirty-five, eighty-five. But, what 
else to do? People had to get licks to keep them 
in line. How else they coulda cany on The Work, 
feeding all those people, giving them rations, 
putting clothes on their back And it was hard. 
It was very hard to mould the Negro character, 
to stamp out his savage tendencies. 

.. They tried to make provisions for allowing him 
innocent amusement after Mass and until 
evening prayers, to see that he didn't cohabit 
without benefit of matrimony, to lay out the work 
for him to do, to pass around later to see that he 
do iL No. realty, they try. They reduced the num- 
ber of lashes to twenty-five. They tried in admin - 
istering the floggings to make sure and not to 
cause the effusion of blood or contusion; but, 
what else to do? 

There was no natural subservience here. 
Nobody, didn’t bow down to nobody just so. To 
get a man to follow your instructions you had to 
pen him and beat him and cut off his ears or his 
foot when he run away. You had to take away his 
woman from him and his child. .And still that fel- 
low stand up and oppose you. 

But these fiellars here. These fellars was the 
most lawless and rebellious set of fellars they had 
in the Caribbean, the majority of them danger- 


ous rebels exiled here from the other islands, men 
that bad no cure, fellars whose sport was to bust 
one another head, fellars who make up their mind 
to dead, who land on the wharf from Martinique 
and Grenada and St Lucia and from wherever 
they bring them singing. 

And it wasn’t jilst men alone. It had women 
there that was even more terrible. They had to 
ban them from talking. They had to ban them 
from waDting and from raising up their dresstail 
and shaking their melodious backsides. They 
wasn’t easy. The plantation people couldn’t 
handle them. They beat them. They bold them 
down and turn them over and do them whatever 
wickedness they could manage; but they couldn’t 
break them. 

And then it dawn on them that you can’t defeat 
people. Then they find out that people too stu- 
pid to be defeated. They too harden. They don’t 
learn what you try to teach them. They don't hear 
you. They forget You tell a man to do something 
and he tell you he forget You tell him to shoot 
and he forget to load the rifle. You tell him to 
get up at five, and nine o’clock be now yawning 
and stretching: he didn’t hear you; or, he hear 
something different to what you teil him. You is 
the expert but he believe that he know better 
than you what h is you want him to do, and be 
do it and be mess h up. 

Four hundred years it take them to find our 
that you can’t keep people in captivity. Four hun- 
dred years! And it didn’t happen just so. People 
. had to revolt People bad to poison people. Port- 
of -Spain had to bum down. A hurricane had to 
hit the island. Haiti had to defeat Napoleon. Peo- 
ple had to run away up the mountains. People 
had to fight. And then they agree, yes. 

We can’t bold people in captivity here. 

But now they bad another problem: h was not 
hew to keep people in captivity. It was how to 
set people at liberty. 

From ‘Salt’ by Earl Lovelace. Faber & Faber £15.99. Copies 
can be ordered from R«ber sod iober Lid, 3 Oueen Sqnare, 
London WC1N 3AU. Cheque far £13.99 payable to Faber & 
Faber, or by credit card. Phone 01279 417134. Readings from 
Commonwealth writers at the Birmingham Readers and 
Writers Festival today - 0121 440 383S. 
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-More news, more facts, more fun. 

| tljneOfte, the new UK Internet service from fiT and News International, is designed just for you, 
> but has something for everyone. 

Exclusive uk content; Including news and sport from Sky and the UK's top newspapers, local 'What's On' listings, forums, 
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10 hours' free access to LineOne and the Internet. ; 


■? www.LineOne.net 


Call for your free software pack now. 


0800 111 210 



B43 





■ « *■ •- - ■W , ’ r 


the games page 


SATURDAY 10 MAY 1997 ■ THE INDEPENDENT L0NG WEEKEND 


a 


mur 



at 


mt 

» « 


Chris Maslanka reveals the shocking truth 
about no-holds-barred, murder mystery 
fancy-dress dinner parties 



Games people play 

Pandora Melly on wives battered with malleis afbreiftought 


Anberxra Waugh, 57, Editor atThe their tempos. On one occasion, I 
an Deruu r Mugu, s , honnriful wife and the ex- 


Literary Review 


rve never been able to cope with 
moving balls as I haven’t very . 
good eyesight. But I can hit a 
stationary ball, and I find that 
Croquet is one of the few things 
I'm veiy good at, particularly on 
my home course. 

I do slightly have my own rules, 
because the traditional game can 
be quite boring as you always have 
one partnership playing miles 
ahead of the other through 
different hoops. It’s better if 


UIWU ^ 

saw the beautiful wife and the ex- 
editor of a famous daily 
newspaper being struck by. her 
husband with a cipquet mallet, 
which is.a yeiy dsuigerops thing to 

do, .... ' i 

. Itisi lovely game; because 

tacrics-aads&iUareof equ^ " 

important and kalsp^works off 
yoiH" aggression a tiny'teL. A lot of 

theySn’t 

tbe^rfof^ur tum.^^Bou’re 


cunerem noops. it > ocuw u. ” Z r- . 

everybody plays through the same usmg.othe|people thtgft 
. 1 . t -5 : ~-~*~** that hf*Jn vniir nail alOEEl 


hoop. A bit like golf, except that 
you can croquet every ball that 
tries to get through a hoop, and as 
soon as the second ball and 


partnership have been through 
the hoop, the turn passes and 


F ictional crime is, if 
anything, more pop- 
ular than real crime, 
and it is dear that de- 
tective novels and murder 
mystery fulfil a basic human 
need. Games and crime fic- 
tion let us escape the hum- 
dram conundrums of the 
everyday. Our lives are al- 
ready cluttered with half- 
started projects and 
half-finished problems. We 
want problems with a definite 
solution that can be demol- 
ished in a safe environment 
and restricted time-frame. 
We want fantasy. 

This is the haven afford- 
ed by crime fiction: the 
promise of adventure safely 
packaged to enjoy at leisure- 
But crime novels are essen- 
tially solitary and passive 
pursuits. Murder mystery 
games, on the other hand, 
are not only sociable but 
have the added dimension of 
allowing active participation, 
even to the extent of being 
the murderer. 

For a murder mystery 
game to work well, the de- 
signer has to be even more 
meticulous than the crime 
novelist. The characters are 
no longer pinned to a page 
but are played by one’s ac- 
quaintances, dressed up as 
outrageous characters. A 
successful game has not only 
to supply a plot, but also to 
guide the participants 
through a welter of detail at 
the same time as scouring 
such practical problems as 
what to do if one of the char- 
acters fails to turn up at the 
last minute because of a 
baby-sitter problem. 

The best that I have test- 
ed so far are the .4 La Carte 
range - “Vintage Murder” 
(Bepuzzled, 6 players, 
£17.99) and “Pasta, Passion 
& Pistols” (Bepuzzled, 6-8 
players, £17.99). They have 
worked hard to identify the 
key ingredients that make for 



eyemmg, .foreseen the diffi- 
culties that could arise and 
made pro^apns for them. 

First fiierejisextremely de- 
tailed preparation. The host 
sends out invitations to each 
Of the guests explaining not 
only the characters that they 
will adopt but also advising 
on dress and play. While 
guests are struggling with 
their characters and dress in 
such roles as Ddsiree de 
Bouze “elegant, self-pos- 
sessed chatelaine of ChSteau, 
de Reims”, or Rocco Scar- 
fazzt rumoured to be in the 
“laundering” business, the 
host is busy arranging the 
ambience and the food. Here 
the attention to detail was ex- 
cellent: there is advice on 
lighting, music, place set- 
tings and, most importantly, 
sustenance. Full dinner 
menus are provided, drawn 
up by expert cookery writers. 

At the same time as recog- 
nising that having the right 
food is as important to crime 
mystery as it is to seduction, 
A La Carte recognises that it 
is your evening and is flexi- 
ble enough to include easi- 
er and cheaper alternatives 
for the less expansive host. 

Even if you skimp on the 
details, the game will still 
work, but die inclusion of the 
detailed notes helps to stress 
an important fact: a key el- 
ement in murder mystery is 
fantasy: people are given 
the opportunity to be exhi- 
bitionists. A safe and well- 
prepared arena is provided 
for you to act like a Mafioso 
or to don a black leather 
dress and be a tart for the 


evening. 

A La Carte gives full 
weight to the importance of 
the fantasy element and they 
indude something that, from 
my survey of other available 
games on the market, seems 
unique to them: preceding 
and separating the three 


There were a couple of 
moments in Deep Blue’s 
victory in the second game 
of its match against Garry 
Kasparov when the 
computer showed that its 
massive calculating power 
has enabled it to move into 
areas of strategy that other 
machines cannot reach. 

The first came in the 
diagram position when 
Deep Blue, playing White, 
moved its rook from el to 
cl. The move appears 
pointless, yet conceals a 
good deal of venom. First. 
Black is discouraged from 
playing ...cxb4, because his 
queen would then be on the 
same open line as the white 
rook: second. White opens 
the possibility of playing a 
later c4 himself, again 
embarrassing the queen, 

When Kasparov replied 
by dosing the game with 
...c4, it was clear that Reel 
had served its purpose. As 
every experienced Ruy 
Lopez player knows, once 
Black has played ...c4. he 
not only deprives himself of 
Q-side counterplay, but 
also gives White the 
opportunity to play f4. 
gaining control of d4 if 
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question and answer rounds 
are sections of dialogue 
which are “to be acted out 
with as - much expression and 
accent as you can muster for 
your character.” These dia- 
logue sections contain in- 
formation but also serve to 
break tbe fee and, crucially, 
to model the behaviour ap- 
propriate to the characters. 

In “Pasta, Passion & Pis- 


soWe the problem of what to 
do if someone fails to turn up 
as they can simply slot into 
one of the six key roles with- 
out thereby affecting the 
smooth running of the plot. 

Although in games such as 
“Pasta, Passion & Pistols” 
and “Vintage Murder", the 
planning has been done for 
. you, that does not mean that 
the players can just sit back 



June Duprez hanging around in the 1945 Agatha 
Christie film 'And Then Thera Ware None' 


tols” there are also two ‘float- 
ing characters’ whose 
function is to encourage re- 
enactment of scenes, to “get 
people off their chairs and 
demonstrate what really hap- 
pened" - adding charaderie 
to the camaraderie. These 
“floating characters" also 


and pig out all evening. 
There is, after all. a murder 
to be solved. As the drama 
unfolds, a certain amount of 
information has not only 
somehow to be got across to 
the players: it also has to be 
absorbed by them no matter 
how carried away they are 


getting in being Marco Roni 
or Gair Vbvant. or how good 
the food is or how intoxicat- 
ing the wine. 

The 1 necessary informa- 
tion is imparted in many 
ways, partly by reading the 
booklets and by questioning 
other characters and assess- 
ing their replies. You are giv- 
en very structured guidance 
on the questions to ask, what 
you are (tying to elicit and 
what to hide. There are the 
dialogues and the re-enact- 
ment of scenarios prompted 
by the floating characters. 
There are also Cluedo-esque 
and tangible dues such as let- 
ters which add further au- 
thenticity. And, in case you 
have drifted off. the cassette 
brings even the most dis- 
tractable up to speed at the 
end of each round by pro- 
viding a timely and humor- 
ous rdsumd of what people 
should have gleaned of the 
investigation. (Again, this 
feature is unique to A La 
Carte and reflects their 
awareness of things which 
could hamper the flow of the 
game). This approach makes 
the assimilation of tbe key 
facts easy and does away 
with the need for making 
notes on napkins. 

Finally, of course, there is 
the solution to the mystery, 
the moment to which all the 
preparations have been di- 
rected. Although the mystery 
contains an element of com- 
petition, it is essentially so- 
ciable: there are no winners 
or losers. Just as much fun is 
had from acting out a char- 
acter and bantering as in 
guessing how the crime was 
committed. No-one is left 
feeling a failure or left out 
but ready to return to the 
everyday less soluble prob- 
lems with renewed vigour. 

WhatA La Carte provides 
is a spectacle. An evening’s 
entertainment to splash out 
on in which what is important 


is not just the solution to the 
puzzle but something played 
out Uke a fully-blown drama. 

We enjoyed the plot of 
“Death in St James (sic) 
Park", (Murder Mystery For- 
ties, University 'games. 6 
.players, £19.99) however the 
support material was flimsy: 
there were no clues to speak 
of apart from a crossword 
which distracted from, rather 
than added to, the proceed- 
ings. Tbe tape gave only the 
briefest outline of the sce- 
nario in a grating American 
accent hardly compatible 
with the atmosphere of 1940s 
War Cabinet, London. (“This 
tape will self-destruct in five 
seconds!”). The costume and 
role suggestions are in the 
host’s booklet but not on the 
invitations and the characters 
are underdeveloped. 

“The Watersdown Affair” 
(Decipher Inc, S players. 
£21.99) from the “How to 
Host a Murder" series is an- 
other American import and 
as such some of the details 
are a bit off (Sir Roger Wa- 
tersdown invites you tobehis 
weekend guest at Waters- 
down Mansion. Yorkshire 
“Friday through Sunday”). 
The English Inspector on the 
tape is actually an American 
speaking in his idea of an 
English accent; only one 
menu is suggested: Roast 
beef and Yorkshire pudding 
(with Roast beef cooked on 
a spit?). These details are 
small but somehow make 
tbe game less convincing. 

Although it has nicely 
turned-out dues, there are no 
dialogue sections nor any 
taped resumes of the action 
so far - which is a pity be- 
cause there is a great deal of 
circumstantial and geo- 
graphical information to ab- 
sorb and this made it more 
difficult to keep up with the 
action. Moreover it is the 
most expensive game in the 
range. 


you're on to the next one. 

Perhaps I should explain that 
when you croquet a ball, you hit a 
ball with your ball, then you put 
your ball up against it and have 
another hit. then you have a third 
hit independently, shicb gives you 
a tremendous advantage. 

Croquet is considered a rather 
vindictive game, bit it needn’t be, 
although sometimes people lose 
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Don't junk it ... use it 

Save some bread by using your loaf 



Using your loaf in an intelligent manner: the right way 


A basic bread-and-water recipe 
this week: the water-bottle bread 
bin. You will need two of those 
large plastic mineral water 
containers that look like small 
petrol cans, but make sure you get 
the slightly ribbed ones which are 
a little wider at the top than at the 
bottom. 

After drinking the water, cut 
the top off one of them just past 
the point where its shoulder 
begins to widen. Then cut the 
other one lower down. Your 


decision on where to cut depends 
on the length of your loaf of 
bread. 

Slide one half into the other 
and there you have it: an elegant 
see-through, water-resistant bread 
container. If you want a matching 
bread bin for French loaves, you 
can make one as-long as you like 
from a number of plastic soft- 
drink bottles. You can even create 
a telescopic, slide-and-fit 'effect. 



.Failing to use your loaf intelligently: the wrong way 


ie games page is edited by William Hartston 




Black replies with ~exf4. 
Deep Blue must have 
worked all that out for 
itself before playing Reel. 

After 23.RecI c4, the 
machine again showed the 
septb of its calculations by 
playing 24.Ra3. Humans 
know the plan of Ra3, and 
doubling rooks on the a-file 
before playing axb5. Deep 
Blue once again worked it 
out from first principles. 

The next surprise came a 
dozen moves later. 
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Game all; dealer North 
North 
♦ Q 62 
VA1093 
OAK 
♦J 7 5 2 

t East 


West East 

♦ 97 ♦AJ1083 

?Q752 <?KJ6 

0108532 0J964 

♦ K3 *8 

South 

♦ K54 
?84 
0 Q 7 

♦ AQ 10964 


In this position. White hs 
a dear advantage thanks to 
his passed d-pawn and 
chances of attacking b5. 
Everyone expected Deep 
Blue to play 36.Qb6. with 
the double threat of 
37.Qxd6 and 37.axb5. Black 
would then have to gamble 
on 36...Rd3 37.axb5 RabS 

35. Qxa6 ©4 followed by 
Qe5 with counterplay. 

Scorning the materialistic 
approach, however. Deep 
Blue played the patient 

36. axb5 axb5 37.Be4, 
keeping Black squashed 
and leaving his own attack 
for later. It was a veiy 
human sort of decision for 
a machine ro make. 


ACROSS 

7 Admonished (6) 

S Making mis taxes (6) 


DOWN 


8^ Making mistakes (6) 

11 Piece of furniture (5) 

12 Slope (4) 

13 Poison (5) 

17 Hawaiian greeting (5) 

18 Scented powder (4) 

22 French nver (5) 

23 Inequitable treatment 

(3,4) 

24 Injury (6) 

25 Deepen channel (6) 


Paper-folding (7) 
Commenced (5) 


Speech (7) 
W Indian d 


W Indian dance (5) 
Concur (5) 

Swiss wind instrument 


North opened 1*, East bid 1 ♦, 
and South faced his first problem. 
Clearly ioo good for 3 ♦ , he 
considered 2 NT but decided that 
(if partner passed) it was unlikely 
that the hand would play for 
exactly eight tricks. His final 
choice, of plunging to 3NT was 
nor too bad an idea. What would 
you have bid? 24,1 hope - if 
partner has a spade bolster, the 
no-trump game may well play 
better from his hand. 

With South as declarer in 3 NT. 
West led ♦ 9. After the 


vulnerable overcall it seemed 
likely that East held the missing 
♦ K, so declarer let the lead run 
round to his king, crossed to a 
top diamond, and ran ♦ J. West 
won, returned his remaining 
spade, and was-delighted to 
watch his partner take the next 
four tricks. 

That had been the second 
problem that South had foiled to 
solve. In spite of 3NT being 
played from the wrong hand, he 
could still have recovered. Any 
ideas? Try the effect of playing 
♦Q from dummy at trick one! If 
east derided to duck, declarer 
finds that he has a second guard 
in spades. So, almost certainly. 
East wins and returns the suit but 
now South wins immediately, 
crosses to dummy as before with 
a diamond and finesses in clubs, 
the difference now, of course, is 
that West has no more spades to 
play and declarer has nine tricks. 

Note the importance of 
winning the second spade and not 
ducking, for then an astute East 
will switch to a heaiy and so 
establish five tricks for the 
defence. 


?rsensitive reaction Perplexity 


[garette-butts (3-4) Mixed doubles: 


16 Surgical implement (7) 

19 Unrefined (5) 

20 Punctuation mark (5) 

21 Prize (5) 


Slender harm than armed static 
trot. 


Sotatfoo to yes te rday ' s Concise Crossword: 

ACROSS: 1 Keor in. 4 Stable (Captain's fable), 7 Doctorate, 9 Natl, 10 
Oscn. 11 After. 13 Yearly, 14 Thorov, 15 Employ, 17 Enam el 19 Wince. 
20 Gnat 22 Aided, 23 Raspberry. 24 Fjddc, 25 Aghast. DOWN: 1 Kidney, 
2 Tbol, 3 Notify, 4 Sorbet. 5 Alio. 6 Evenly. 7 Disappear. 8 Extremity. 11 
Allow, 12 Rhine, 15 Engulf; 16 Yippee, 17 Eczema. 18 Limpet. 2] Talk. 22 
Arch. 


The above sentence conceals 
three connected one-word 
answers. To find them, all you 
have to do is to group the six 
given words into three pairs, 
then rearrange the letters within 
each pair. A prize of the new 
Chambers 21st Dictionary will be 


awarded to the sender of the first 
set of correct answers, when we 
open entries on 21 May. Answers 
to: Perplexity. The Independent, 

1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, 
London E14 5DL 


26 April report: 

Dates in May that cannot be turned 
into valid sums under the rules given 
are 1,4, 5, 6. 8, 9, 22 and 27. If a 
decimal point is also allowed, then all 
except 6.5.97 and 9.5.97 cm be done. 
Winner: Ben Driver (London) 


I have often praised Jellyfish, the best commercially 
available backgammon program but now is an 
appropriate time to remind you of this strangely 
named product as there have recently been further 
developments. 

Jellyfish is based on neural net technology and first 
tame on the market some three years ago. Until that 
time ^Expert Backgammon", designed on more 
traditional lines, had been the leading program. 
Jellyfish consists of two elements, “Player” and 
“Analyser”. If you just want to play a game then only 
the Player version is required. Analyser provides the 
facility to roll out positions thousands of times to gain 
an accurate understanding of the correct plays and 
doubling decisions in a given position. The program 
runs under Windows 95 or Windows 3x 

The Player version plays at an advanced level and 
you will have to concentrate hard to have a chance of 
beating it It has excellent options such as seven 
different playing levels. It will comment on your 
moves and even suggest better ones - what' s more it’s 
nearly always right! You can record your games and 
matches and then either print them out or replay 
them on the screen move by move, with comments if 
required. It is a superb learning tool and I would 
recommend it to anyone who is serious about ■ 
improving his or her game. 

Version 2.0 improved significantly on Version 1.0 
and now comes news of Version 3.0. This new version 
plays an even stronger game and in particular it has 
improved its playing of back games and prime versus 
prime positions. It has an improved user interface ■■ 
and is much quicker than previous versions (I -have ' 
had no trouble running level 7 on a 486 100 Mhz PC). 
Both the new Player and Analyser versions are - 
cu ™®gy , m , t ^ 1e stages of testing and wflfbe 
available in late May or -early June - in fact a trial . 

version of the Player is available now. ?■ ' 

The good news for those who only want the Player 
version, is that it can be downloaded from the 
Internet as shareware to tiy out If you then want to 

the vendor a nominal fee 
(S30) for continued usage. The Internet address for 
obtaining Jellyfish 3.0 is: 
http://www.effecr.no/Je lly.html 

For those without Internet access you can contact 
the vendors directly at; 

Effect Software AS, Brugata 1, N-0186 Oslo, » 
Norway. Tel: 0047 22 17 71 90 Fax: 0047 22 17 05 42 



to help your ball alongi; Munich 
r palfpc me chink: that the ideal ; 
psychological profile for success at 
Croquet is “happy and ruthless”. . 


Historic croquet hoops and mallets 
will be on show at “With Mallets 
Aforethought"; an exhibition to 
celebrate the centenary of the 
Croquet Association, at the 
Wimbledon Loh71 Tennis Museum 
starting Tuesday 13 May. Closed on . 
Mondays, (except bank hotiday 
Mondays), not open to the general 
public daring the Lawn Tennis 
Championships. £2.50 adults, £1-50 
concessionary. (0181-946-6131). 
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John Walsh 

meets 

Julia 

Sawalha 


T here are two problems in 
Julia Sawalha's life. One is 
that people tend to confuse 
her with Helena Bonham 
Carter. They show her to her 
rival's chair (and vice versa) 
at awards ceremonies. The second is that 
aiewas bom too late. Quite soon after you 
first meet her, you realise that she is, in 
“• an unreconstructed Sixties chick 
masaueradmgas a Nineties acoess. Eveiy- 
thing about her - her hair, her opini on^ 
her passions, her spare-time activities, her 
maquiBage, her jewellery - even her taste 
in music - all yell “Sixties'" at you. If ever 
there was a girl born to have a bunch of 
marigolds drawn in biro on her upper 
cheek, Ms Sawalha is it 
Which is odd, given that her fame still 
rests largely on her portrayal of a straight- 
laced teenager with nothing but con- 
tempt for Sixties culture, as expressed in 
the clothes, habits and vocabulary of her 
mother. Saffron and Absolutely Fabulous 
returned to the nation’s television screens 
last week, to confirm that there’s no prig 
like a female prig, and no one who can 
embody one better than Julia S. 

Another side of the actress can be seen 
next weekend, when Channel 4 presents 
Me Libel!, Dennis Woolfs three-hour 
reconstruction of the three-year court- 
room-jousting tournament between the 
McDonald’s burger Leviathan and the two 
London anarchists, Helen Steel and Dave 
Moms, wbo dared to say rude things about 
them. Sawalha plays Steel as a sullen, end- 
lessly sceptical figure amazed to find that 
she may have right on her side after alL 
Between these embodiments of scorn, 
she has taken to costume drama like a ■ 
duck to I’onmge, playing the hpydenish, 
soldier-mad Lydia Bennett in Andrew 
Davies’s adaptation of Pride and Prejudice 
and the put-upon Mercy in Martin Chuz- 
zlewii a year earlier. “I like the way every- 
thing swings back and forth in this job,” 
she remarks. “One minute, Tm looking 
altera boozy mother in a modem comedy, 
the next Tm being beaten around the head 
by Keith Allen in a Dickens novel™” 

So when you meet her you're prepared 
for a bit of a shape-changer, a sophisticate, 
a wary, eyebrow-raising aefc-tress. Instead, 
you get a voluble gigglepuss with a Saif* 
London accent and a sensibility that’s 
closer to Biba than Prada. 

Sawalha is, shall we say, a surprise. 
Nothing you have seen, on small or big 
screen, prepares you for how amazingly ■ 
pretty she is in the flesh, her completely 
round, doll-like face surmounted by a 
Medusa jungle of chestnut curls that cas- 
cade over her brow. Her eyes are pierc- 
ingly grey-green and their whites shine like 
Martin Bell’s best suit Her long eyelashes 
have an unearthly, tarantulan quality that . 
you might ascribe to art rather than 
nature, except that nothing about Sawalha 

appears to be false. 

She is, it turns out, a vegetarian, an envi- 
ronmentalist, a feminist and a poet; but 
also a drinker, a smoker, a good-time giri 
and a chatterbox of appealing indiscretion. . 
Nobody who can be so many contradictory • 
things is trying to sell you an image of 

themselves. She sports a silver bracelet and • 

three rings, with another one, set about 
with runic Eastern symbols, on a chain 

around her neck. And she laughs a lot. like 

an exhibit in a demonstration of hysteria 
before Victorian medical students. She 

seems, by turns, too silly for words, and too 

gorgeous to be true. Why had she wanted 



More Biba than Prada: nothing prepares you for how amazingly pretty she is in the flesh 
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. . .too gorgeous to be true 


to play Helen Steel? Was h a personal cru- 
sade? “Yeah, definitely. When my agent 
rang me and said the words Greenpeace 
and McDonald's, I didn’t have a due about 
the McLibel case; but when I met Dennis 
Woolf, I thought. I’ve got to support this. 
I was a Greenpeace supporter already, and 
then I found that London Greenpeace is 
just five people and I got really interested.” 
As the world knows, in 1985 the quintet 
were distributing leaflets (headed “What's 
Wrong with McDonald’s?”) laying several 
accusations at the hooves of the beef giant 
that they tortured animals, caused food 
poisoning, exploited staff, sold food linked 
to cancer and heart disease; and, for good 
measure, that they were destroying the 
rainforests. McDonald’s tracked down 
the leaflets perpetrators and served libel 
writs on them. Three apologised; Steel and 
Morris didn’t The ensuing trial was 
expected fo last three or four weeks; 
instead it dragged cm for a record 313 tfcys. 
“I really admired the story of their strug- 
gle not to be silenced,” said Sawalha. “I 
hadn’t had the time or the chance before 
to use my name to help. .. I believe in peo- 
ple saying what they wain if they believe 
in finding a cause.” ■ 

’■ Could she have become involved in a 
different cause? Say, -the Bridgewater 
Four? “No, there’s something special 
about attacking big corporations - and 
especially McDonald's”. What had she got 
against McDonald’s? “It distresses me 
when I take my seven-year-old nephew 
out. I cook healthy food, mid be wants to 
go to McDonald’s. He doesn’t even like 
the food, he just wants the toys, the 
Happy Meals. I can’t stand to see people 
walking down the street eating fast food.'’ 

On the face of it, I said, the role didn't 
offer a lot of scope for an actress, being 
confined to long periods in the defendants’ 
box looking cross and saying “Yeah?” to 


the snooty QC with her hands in her jeans 
pockets. “Not at alb” said Sawalha, “it was 
a challenge because you had to play it 
down so much. It’s very hard to dramatise 
something factual and not make it look 
overdone; but also not to make it look so 
under-dramatised that it’s dulL” 

Sawalha has been a keen environmen- 
talist for years, since she went to Windsor 
Great Park and watched, unsmiling, as 
Winnie the Whale and friends cavorted for 
the audience. 

“It was so distressing to see the dolphins 
banging themselves up against the wall, 
having to perform. It disgusted me.” She 
is a fan of the ineffable Swampy, is deeply 
suspicious of the judiciary system and has 
little faith in the New Labour dawn. “I 


My Darling, My Hamburger. I watched in 
fascination as she extracted a. Silk Cut, 
nipped off the final couple of centimetres 
and lit up. Excuse me, I said, but wfty...? 
“I'm giving up smoking I only smoke 
down to there...” 

She is, as her surname gives away bur 
her complexion does not, half- Jordanian. 
She grew up in Upper Norwood in south- 
east London. Her father Nadim is an actor 
(he plays the wise and chortling Dr S ha- 
ban in Dangerfidd). Nadim created a 
Bedouin tent affair, made of satin, in tbe 
family dining-room, “and we would have 
feasts, with singing and dancing with lots 
of araJc, which is like ouzo and we were 
allowed to drink it because it was medic- 
inal”. Her mother is “from Surrey - 


* I was going to vote for old Tony, but to 
tell the truth I lost my voting card. I was 
running around, a tiny bit pissed... 9 


think they’re all as bad as each other. And 
I didn't vote last week. I was going to vote 
for old Tbny, but to teD the truth I lost my 
voting card. I was running round, a tiny bit 
pissed, at half past six in the evening™” • 
This Bridget Jones side of her nature 
can be either grating or enchanting, 
depending on your point of view. Julia 
Sawalha radiates a kind of wayward inno- 
cence, a girlish helplessness that would 
bring out, Fm afraid, maniy-protector 
instincts in the most new-mannish of New 
Men. fo her spare time, she says, she writes 
poems, sets them to music and plays 
them on the guitar. She likes Fleetwood 
Mac and Led Zeppelin. Her favourite 
book appears to be a teenage Dovel called 


completely”. Was she aware of being dif- 
ferent from her schootfriends? “Only 
from people saymg things like, “You’re 
dirty, ’cos you’re an Arab and you eat with 
your hands.’ And Td go home and say to 
my Mum, Are we dirty?’ And she’d say. 
Tell them Arabs are a damn sight cleaner 
than any of them.’ 

But I grew up vety proud of my culture 
and very happy to have, you know, two 
sides...” Was her father a Muslim? “No, 
he’s a Christian. A spiritual man. But he 
never pushed any belief on us. When I was 
nine, I asked what God was, and should I 
believe in him and they said, ’If you want 
to pray at the end of your bed and believe 
in something up above, that’s up to you.’ 


She considered the alternative route her 
life might have taken. Tf Td been a Mus- 
lim, I wouldn’t be sitting here now.” 
Where would she be? “I’d probably be an 
archeologist in Jordan.” Wasn't it more 
likely she’d be married off to a Jordanian 
businessman and stuck at home dressed 
in a chador, minding the children and 
never going out? “Yeah, probably. But I’d 
stfll be diggin' around in my back garden.” 

God forbid. Sawalha decided for her- 
self on an acting career at the tender age 
of 10. She went to the Italia Conti stage 
school. “I’d always gone to dance classes, 
while ray sister went to full-time school. 
They seemed equal options. Everyone was 
going off to ordinary school and I just 
thought, Td like to sing and dance for half 
the day...” On the first day, she found her- 
self in acting class, sitting in a circle and 
being told that a lump of invisible magic 
day was being handed round, which she 
had to transform into something. 

“And you watch this thing coming 
round, and your imagination is going 
bonkers, and suddenly it gets to you and 
something happens, you perform, you do 
something because you have to. And I felt 
so satisfied afterwards. I've always had to 
confront my fears.” Did she still get fear- 
ful? “I’m going to Manchester next week, 
to the Royal Exchange, to appear in The 
Illusion by [she consulted her right hand 
where the details were written at the base 
of her thumb] Pierre Corneille, adapted 
by Tbny Kushner. I'm quite terrified...” 

Sawalha has yet to play the kind of full- 
cm, explosively “unrestrained” leading lady 
she is clearly capable of playing. She 
sweetly confesses to being “a vamp in my 
own time, my personal time”. Her forays 
into clubland tended, in the past, to coin- 
cide with her relationship with Keith 
Allen, a legendary Groucho habitue. “The 
last time I was in the Groucho, 1 woke up 


in the morning and my finger was all black 
and blue, and bent back. I couldn’t work 
out what Fd being doing with iL And Td 
left without my shoes. It's just not good for 
me to frequent such places. It’s funny,” she 
said as a random thought struck her, “I 
grew up beside Crystal Palace, now I live 
beside Alexandra Palace, and they’re the 
two highest points in London.” 

It must be the muezzin in your soul, I 
said smartly. 

“What’s that?” 

A muezzin? A man who climbs to the 
highest vantage point in the city and calls 
the faithful to prayer. 

“Oh,” said Sawalha. It’s another 
adorable trait of hers, not knowing things. 
I asked her what she thought of EHen, the 
scandalous. Oh-my-god-she’s-a-lesbian 
American sitcom. “Tve never seen iL 
What is it?” 

It's one of those Channel 4 imports, I 
said. Like Seinfeld ." 

“What’s Seinfeld?”. 

And she means iL She’s never seen 
Cheers or even Friends. Speaking of 
friends, I asked if she ever hung out with 
the two actresses with whom she must con- 
test the period-costume territory in the 
future, Helena Bonham Carter and Kate 
Winslet. “No, Tve always stayed away from 
other people in my profession. I’ve met 
Kate a couple of times. In fact, I lent her 
my bra once for a photo shoot” Come 
again? “She bad a very see-through top 
on and 1 said, 'You going to be pho- 
tographed like that?’ and die said inno- 
cently, They asked me to.’ I said, Td put 
something on under that if I were you,' and 
she said T haven't got anything*. So I lent 
her my bra. I never saw her again.” A 
thought struck her. “I never saw my bra 
again, either.” And the divine Ms Sawalha 
goes off into another (surety terminal this 
time) fusillade of giggles. 




D avid Helfgott of Store fame is 
notoriously unlike other 
pianists. His singing along oh 

stage to Liszt, untroubled by the fact 

that Liszt didn't actually write tyncs; 

has been well chromd^. L^w^ 
chronicled is the feet that Helfgotfs 
manager. Austen Pnchard Levy, 
b rillian tly, effective as he dearly is, 

is not Iflse other managers. 

After alL it’s not often that the 
manager of a world-famous pianist 
approaches you before tos 
Sd-oui concert, to 

Si assurance that saiddfentM *not 

a performing monkey”- B^tsure 
endugh, before the 
Hall recital by David Helfeott of 
ghfrefhme, Mr Prichard Levy gave 
journalists a printed statement to 
^rebtft the implication that audi- 
ences are now paying to watoh a 
‘performing monkey* or ‘freak 
show* and nothing more . ■ 


There bad been a “hiccup” at 
Heiffeott’s concert, in Boston, the 
manager explained to those of us 
who were until that moment bliss- 
fully unaware of foe Boston concert, 
hiccups and alL “Helfgotfs med- 
ication interacted abnormally with 
jet lag,” he said, “and the effects of 
an abrupt climate shift from the 
height of a scorching Australian 
summer to the depths of a New Eng- 
land winter:;..” Say no* more, Fm 
just sony I missed what sounds like 
a concert memory to treasure. 

Despite his manager’s protesting 
too' much,Helfgotf s ownenthua- 
asm remains gloriously; perhaps 
wpti cdkrirany ; imrfiimimfl- One of 
the prom oters told me, with a weary 
tone to his voice, that if the audi- 
ence reception is good, as it usually 
is, HeUgptt gets so carried away that 
he replaysthe entire concert back- 
stage afterwards. 



David Lister 

arcs notebook 


The teeth grind for two reasons at 
information sent out by BBC2 
about the third series of Room 101 
- “in which Nidc Hancock invites a 
celebrity guest to proffer his or her 
pet hates”. First of all. Room 101 
in Orwell’s 1984 was not the home 
of your pet hate but of your great- 
est fear. More pertinently, the list 
of “celebrities” includes Jeremy 
Clarkson (television presenter). 


Helfgotfs 
enthusiasm 
remained 
gloriously, even 
sadistically, 
undimmed 

Ulrika Jonsson (television presen- 
ter), Chris Thrrant (radio presenter) 
and, as a variation on the theme, 
Terry Wogan (television and radio 
presenter). The BBC’s redefinition 
of celebrity to mean fellow broad- 
casters, most of whom have coffee 
in the same canteen as the show's 
presenter, is my choice for Room 
101, be it the room for pet hates, 
greatest fears or just plain boredom. 



On Monday, the Royal Shakespeare 
Company will launch its new sea- 
son. So Itook tbe opportunity to ask 
RSC artistic director Adrian Noble 
if it might by any remote chance 
contain Othello , a once highly 
regarded piece by William Shake- 
. speare, though now deddedly out of 
fashion. The RSC has not per- 
formed it for eight years. 

Unsurprisingly it will not feature 


in the company’s new season, 
though Noble did say he thought 
“the time might be near” when the 
RSC could put it on a gain. 

The RSC has run scared of stag- 
ing the play because it has not had 
a black actor it deemed suitable for 
the role, and it will not countenance 
the supposed political incorrectness 
of a white actor blacking up. 

That Noble says the time is near 


M-.'SiDL 


when this can once again happen - 
and he was referring to a white actor 
playing the part — demonstrates a 
significant shif t in thinkin g. 

Curiously, the sensitivities over 
blacking up never extended from 
the theatre to the opera house. 
Placido Domingo provokes no com- 
plaints when he puts on make-up to 
ring Verdf s Oiello. In the meantime, 
in what I suspect is a misplaced fear 
of a backlash over a 400-year-old 
theatrical convention, we continue 
with the absurd anomaly of the RSC 
failing to stage one of Shakespeare’s 
greatest tragedies. 

Fm told that Noble, who is dying 
to direct Othello for the first time, 
tried to woo film star Morgan Free- 
man over to play the part, but con- 
vincing Hollywood agents that play- 
ing the same part for two years for 
little money was good for the soul 
proved an uphill straggle. 


Serena Mackesy on ars thespis; Jasper Rees on TV; Robert Hanks on Radio TURN- TO PAGE 
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Postcard from Cannes 

By Geoffrey Macnab 



The latest Gary Oldman -ism 


{ I don't think there is any- 
I body whose life hasn't 
I been affected in some way 
or other by an ism,” Gary Old- 
man mumbled into his micro- 
phone at the press conference 
for his directorial debut. Nil By 
Mouth. The assembled hades in 
the P3iais du Cinema listened 
attentively as the cadaverous- 
faced actor described his per- 
sonal battle with alcoholism 
and how it affected his 
approach to the him, a bleak, 
semi-autobiographical South 
London c ale. Ironically, even as 
Oldman was detailing his prob- 
lems with the bottlle, the police 
were busy rounding up any 
drunks who had the temerity to 
wander near the Croisette. One 
emaciated old soak on crutches 
was bundled into a police car 
and driven away. He tried to 
protest, but the gendarmes 
paid no 

heed. Nor 
did any of 
the festival- 
goers or 

tourists. 

During the 
Cannes Fort- 
night, the 
authorities 
clear the 
streets of 
human detri- 
tus with a zeal that makes Mr 
Clean look lax. Any signs of ’ 
poverty are instantly erased. 
The fact that half the buyers 
and sellers who ply their trade 
with suchbragadocdo are prob- 
ably leaking violent streaks of 
red on the balance sheet doesn't 
seem to matter. At least they 
look rich. That’s the secret 
Not long after the old drank 
was hauled away . Trorna Films' 
resident publicity mascot the 
Toxic Avenger, was to be seen 
parading down the Croisette in 
his trademark red cape and 
Phantom of the Opera - style 
mask, handing out leaflets. 
Nobody batted an eyelid. 

A few years ago, an Ameri- 
can anthropologist by the name 
of Hortense Fowdermaker fin- 
ished her studies of a South Sea 
Island tribe and decamped to 
Hollywood to analyse how the 
natives behaved there. Ms 
Fowdermaker found LA con- 
fusing enough, but one imag- 
ines that Cannes in May would 
have left her flummoxed The 
festival is a two-week exercise 
in petty, hieratic rituals. Every- 
body has different badges. Your 
place in the food chain is imme- 
diately established by the piece 
of laminated plastic that hangs 
from your neck. Confusingly, 
one shade of white signifies 
immense importance, while 
another is worn only by the 
lowliest minions. A blue press 
pass is no use for overcrowded 
press conferences. Pink is bet- 
ter, but still no guarantee of 
getting you where you want 
At the start of the week, UK 
journalists caught wind of 
Oscar-winner Frances 
McDorraand’s new project. 


Johnny Skidmarks. Given that 
the new feature-length car- 
uxnuBeayis and Butihead Do 
Ajnerica.isplaymg in the mar- 
ket, this- was at first taken as 
a mark of aiiealtby new pruri- 
ence in : American cinema. 
Sadly, when the hacks sniffed 
a tide closer, they learnt that 
McDortnahd’s new movie was 
nothing to do with a certain 
incontinent character from 
Viz. In the US, it seems, skid- 
marks aren't anything to be 
ashamed of. In fact, you 
should be proud to leave them 
behind you — they're a sign of 
prowess behind the wheel 
_ One of the more imposing 
sights on the Croisette is a 
huge poster advertising a new 
film about Asterix the Gaul. 
GSrard Depardieu is to play 
Ob€lix. The image of the fat 
French actor, chubby-cheeked 
and with 
trademark 
twiriy mous- 
tache, stares 
out insolently 
at passers-by. 
Somebody 
called Clavier 
is to act 
Asterix. But 
the poster 
doesn’t 
reveal who 
has been awarded the plum 
pons of Getafix the Druid or 
Pbstalautomatix, the doughty 
postman. 

Planet Hollywood’s relent- 
less march across Europe has 
now reached Cannes. The fact 
that one of this new theme 
restaurant's co-founders, 
Bruce Willis, happened to be 
in town for the world pre- 
miere of The Fifth Element (in 
which he stars) can safely be 
put down to coincidence. Vis- 
itors to Cannes will doubtless 
soon learn to appreciate the 
ready availability of hamburg- 
ers. After ail, French cuisine 
can be a little bland. 

Journalists aren’t altogether 
happy at the new arrange- 
ments. They need separate 
press accreditation for each 
and every event that is taking 
place in Planet Hollywood, and 
even when they’ve negotiated 
that particular bureaucratic 
minefield, they're treated like 
pariahs (or drunks on the 
Croisette.) “Media positioning 
in media areas is determined by 
first come basis.'’ reads the 
publicity, ‘‘spots cannot be held 
or reserved.” In other words, 
feel grateful if you are allowed 
to stand at the back. . 

One final note. Tony Curtis 
may not have made a worth- 
while film in approximately 
four decades, but the bouf- 
fanted old actor is now a dab 
hand at the easel. There’s an 
exhibition of his paintings 
(which might best be described 
as pastiches of pastiche 
Matisses) running in a Cannes 
gallery throughout the festival 
They’re bad, but not as bad as 
some of the films. 


Arts on Monday: May Morn with the Magdalen 
Choir: plus 50 blues years with Chess records 
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Bright lights, big pity 

When the Bolshoi Ballet first hit America in the late 1950s, tickets were like gold dust So JIow 
come, last ye£r in Las Vegas, they were playing to 6,770 empty seats a night? By Louise Levene 



hen the Bolshoi Ballet crept out 
. from under the iron curtain to 
four the world in the mid-JFifiies, 
the Wfestwas totally knocked for 
six. When they finally hit the 
United States in 1959, ballet fiends were sleep- 
ing rough for days on end outside the Metro- 
politan Opera House. When the dancers decided 
to dismiss the official cars and walk from the 
hotel to the theatre, people threw bouquets as 
they passed- and well they might. The Bolshoi 
of the Fifties was a truly awesome assembly of 
dancers; Galina Ulanova (arguably the greatest 
ballerina in living memory), Raissa Strochkova. 
Nicolai Fadeyechev and a chorus of unimagiDed 
power and beauty. People didn’t just go once out 
of curiosity: they went every night. 

But would it play Vegas? The company 
waited nearly 40 years to* find out At the end 
of 1996, Ed Martin, a born-again balletomane 
from ’PVbynocka. Oklahoma, persuaded a group 
of his 'neighbours to co-invest in a project to 
bring Moscow’s finest to Las Vegas and Los 
Angeles. This would-be ballet impresario had ' 
enjoyed considerable success bringing Russian 
ice hockey teams to tour America and his inter- 
est in ballet was recent but sincere: “I could 
watch 30 hockey games back-to-back and never 
be bored but the Bolshoi mesmerised me.” 

Martin, formerly a Methodist minister, was 
bowled over by the corps de ballet in Swan Lake 
“In some ways I felt that I’ve been in the pres- 
ence of God.” Martin fondly imagined that his 
enthusiasm would be shared by everybody and 
that the very word “Bolshoi” was a licence to print 
money. It wasn’t Ed's tragicomic story is told in 
the first of Angus Macqueen’s two-part docu- 
mentary series Dancing for Dollars, which chron- 
icles the problems faced by Russian ballet after 
the collapse of Communism. The second film, 
“The Kirov in Petersburg”, outlines that com- 
pany’s financial and artistic struggles in the con- 
text of its glorious heritage. “The Bolshoi in 
Vegas” shown on Channel 4 tomorrow, is a cau- 
tionary tale of corporate greed and individual 
incompetence, crosscut with archive footage of 
the successful Fifties tour and sleazy dips of the 
night-life Las Vegans seem to prefer. 

The first lesson Ed Martin had to learn was 
that ice-hockey players travel considerably lighter 
than ballet companies. H is organisational skills 
proved unequal to the sheer logistics of trans- 
porting 245 dancers, musicians and technical staff 
with all their equipment Forty-eight hours 
before curtain-up, an entire container of gear had 
yet to materialise. In it were the Swan Lake cos- 
tumes, all the scenery and all the musical instru- 
ments. Unknown to Mr Martin it also contained 
1 20 bottles of vodka. 120 bottles of Russian cham- 
pagne and unthinkable quantities of dried fish 
(the technical staff were clearly not wasting hard 
cash on foreign food). US Customs kicked up a 
fuss but they would hardly have begrudged the 
scene-shifters a little home cooking had they 
known what the Bolshoi would face in Nevada 

The Aladdin Theatre had 7000 seats and any- 
one planning to watch an entrechat six from the 
balcony would need a telescope. Nice wide stage 
of course but, er, where was Mr Martin plan- 
ning to put the orchestra? The Bolshoi whose 
dollar-crazed management had for some reason 
approved the venue, were not impressed: *Tn 25 
years this is a first Where are our instruments? 
Where is the orchestra pit? Where are the sets?" 
A US technician was more relaxed and drew a 
line across his neck: "I’m hired from here down, 
they’re hired from here up. I don’t make those 
decisions.” At first glance, this looks like run- 



The Bolshoi Ballet, as they were first presented to the West in the 1950s, and as promoted, Las Vegas-style, some 40 years on 


of-the-mill backstage brinkmanship. We all 
knew it would be all right on the night and, in 
one sense, it was: the scenery, rums and dried 
fish all turn up 90 minutes before curtain-up but 
there was still one vital element missing the 
audience. Ed Martin has sold exactly 44 tickets. 

This may have had something to do with Mr 
Martin’s virtual failure to advertise, foolishly 
imagining he would merely have to hire the hail 
After a superhuman PR effort, they managed to 
swell the first-night house to 230. The low take- 
up might also be explained by the fact that the 
front stalls were $300 each - even die cheap seats 
were $85. “We’ve got a cash crisis,” says Martin, 
finger on the pulse, “and if I don’t pay them, the 
little shits won’t perform in LA” In the end. Mar- 
tin’s liquidated company lost $1.8m and his 
investors lost their money. The Bolshoi only ever 
received their original advance, although they did 
get their fare home, which was a relief as Las 
Vegas’s slot machine culture clearly revolted 
them. “Who are these people?” asks one of the 
Russians. “Who can sit all day pressing a button? 
That’s a culture? That’s degradation.” 

Culture and degradation are, of course, two 
things that the Bolshoi know rather a lot about 
Since the collapse of its cosily funded life under 
Communism, the company has been forced on 
to the streets, turning tricks for hard cash. Unfor- 
tunately, individual members of the Bolshoi have 
felt veiy much the same way and various break- 
away groups of dancers, notably Yuri Grig- 
orovich’s lamentable Stars of the Bolshoi, have 
gone to the States on hard-currency raids over ' 
the past eight years or so with minimal sets, bitty 
programmes and low production values. This 
“bullshit BolshoF. as Martin neatly describes it. 


has devalued the company's stock abroad. The 
final humiliation of Las Vegas may make it 
impossible to regain credibility with impresarios. 

Victor and Lilian Hochhauser brought the 
Bolshoi to Britain many times in the Sixties and 
Seventies and Lilian remembers the glory days 
with some sadness. “It was wonderful. They had 
their new production of Spartacus during that 
period at a time when there were stars to dance 
it but they just don't have the names any more.” 
And whose fault might that be? Step forward 
Yuri Nikolaievich Grigorovich, artistic director 
of the Bolshoi from 1964 until power was finally 
wrested from him in 1995. “He was desperately 
autocratic and he didn't nurture any new tal- 
ent The main problem for the Bolshoi today 
is the lack of great dancers but even the corps 
de ballet was never in the same class as the Kirov. 
The rot set in years ago - that terrible season 
at the Albert Hall; I couldn’t sit through i L It 
did them irreparable damage.” 

The company enjoyed successful British vis- 
its in 19S6 and 19S9 with unforgettable perfor- 
mances from the young Irek Mukhamedov, the 
Robert De Niro of dance. Resulting consumer 
confidence meant that the five-week season at 
the Albert Hall in 1 993, dire though it was, was 
a virtual sell-out and the pop promoter Derek 
Block and his new friend Yuri fondly imagined 
that the British public's appetite for old rope 
was insatiable. Hence their demented plan to 
charge punters £55 to watch ballet outdoors in 
the north of England. By the time the whole 
sorry enterprise was cancelled Block bad only 
managed to shift 8,500 out of 250.000 tickets for 
his outdoor Bolshoi He lost over £lm. 

Perhaps nobody thought to relay this sad story 
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to Ed Martin and his churns from Waynocka. 

Mrs Hochhauser certainly has plenty of advice 
for budding impresarios. “First of afl, no one with 
any idea of the ballet business would put a com- 
pany into Las Vegas. I mean, we all know that 
the Bolshoi is not in the best of health at the 
moment but I can’t believe that anyone would 
succeed in those circumstances -something like 
Rh'erdance would be fine. He probably thought 
$300 a ticker covered him very nicely but there’s 
no way you can get anyone to pay that unless 
thejrve got really big names.” So is that it? No 
more Bolshoi in Britain? “I wouldn't like to 
exclude the possibility of there being any way 
back for them but it would have to be done 
extremely carefully, the rightprice, the right bal- 
lets. You have to judge the type of ballet that 
the public will want to see but always introduce 
something new. This July the Kirov are intro- 
ducing Don Quixote and Balanchine’s Symphony 
in C but Swan Lake must come whatever, you 
always do well with Swan Lake. You want to 
make it interesting but it has to sell welL” 

Old hands like the Hochhausers know that ( 
these days the name on the poster is no longer * 
enough but no one told Ed Martin: “We under- 
stood that the word Bolshoi would be enough 
to sell tickets." He faces financial ruin with the 
deflated countenance of a man who has just 
read the small print on his deeds to the Brook- 
lyn Bridge. “I thought it was as sure a thing as 
you could have. I didn’t think it could fail.” 

"The Bolshoi in Vegas’: Channel 4 tomorrow 9pm. 

The Kirov in Petersburg’: Sunday IS May 9pm. 

The Kirov Ballet will be performing at tfie Lon- 
don Coliseum fiom 9 July to 2 Aug 
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THE FILM 

Kolya 

THE PLAY 

Master Class 

THE EXHIBITION 

David Hockney 

Jan Sve7ak*s story of a middle-aged Czech cellist 
(Zdenek Sverak, who also wrote the screenplay) who, 
on the eve of the 1988 Velvet Revolution, suddenly 
winds up with a f/ve-year-old Russian-speaking boy 
(Andrej Chalimon) on his hands. 

Leonard fioglia directs Patti LuRone as the great diva 
Maria Callas in Terrence McNally's bio-play set 
during a series of master classes. With singers 

Sophia Wylte. Susan Roper and David Maxwell 
Anderson and accompanist David Shrubsole. 

The first commercial show in years from Britain's 
most famous living artist consists of boldly coloured 
paintings of vases of lilies, sunflowers and more 
exotic blooms (inspired by fast year's Vermeer show) 
plus 24 portraits of himself, his friends and family. 

Adam Mars-Jones approved, noting “classically heart- 
warming elements and scenes Ibut] the film has more 
to offer ... a pleasingly paradoxical atmosphere". “The 
more you think about it - a'nd it's hard not to - the 
weightier Kolya seems ; and that makes Its apparent 
Slenderness ail the more impressive," beamed The 

Daily Telegraph. ‘Every rise in temperature is achieved 
by careful observation of ordinary Jffe, spry comic 
timing and the gentlest humour, 1 ’ smiled The Times. 
“The longer the film progresses, the better It becomes, 
and the natural, unforced acting of Chalimon is a joy," 
enthused The Guardian. “Both characters charm us 
near to death, though the director keeps winsomeness 
at bay with moments of bleak, if not black, comedy,’ 
frowned The FT. 

Paul Taylor declared, “Not since Dame Edna was 
hoisted by a hydraulic lift, high above the audience, 
singing of her painful shyness, has there been a more 
monumental example of camp disingenuousness." “A 
sustained exercise in camp, it made me shake 
with rage," cried the FT. “Homespun, laughable 
drivel, masquerading as profundity ... Foglia’s strident 
production, full of pent-up caricature," growled the 
Standard. “Big flashbacks are simply a new-readers- 
start-here attempt to fill us in," rambled The 

Guardian. "The thrilling spectacle of an artist * 
triumphing over her material, willing an audience into 
submission,'’ sang The Daily Telegraph. "A feat of 
technique, nervous energy, intelligence and style ... a 
standing ovation-grade performance," trilled the Mail. 

Tom Lubbock was deeply disappointed. “Anyone 
holdmg out for the good old cause of painting had 
«5 tt ® r ..u^ e , the,r Quite a '°ng way away from 

Ik * . ™:K r !®y stands in this show armed only with 
me talent in his brash. It isn’t quite enough,” sighed 

The Sunday Times. “Sensuous, joyful, but also 
stran^ly empty," judged the Express. “The flower ■ 
paintings teeter on the edge of banality ... but the 
SS? 1 ^ me J as af tiong the better things that 

Hockhey has done ... He is neither so good aswais 
oncethought, nor as bad as now is often said," 
judged toe Telegraph. “Ecstatic still-lives ... a militant 
cwlounst announced The Guardian. “Why worry if 
features don t quite add up? With Hockney, ft's on to 
the next, and the next," murmured The Observer. 

Cert 12, 105 mins, Curzon Mayfair 
(0171-369 1720) and on selected release 

At the Queen’s Theatre, London W1 
(0171-494 5040) to 19 July 

At the Annely Juda Gallery, 23 Dering St, • 

London W1 to 19 July 6 

A film of pleasing surprises, thanks to a good script 
and a tremendous performance from Andrej Chalimon 
as the boy. A popular, well-deserved 
winner of the Oscar for Best Foreign 

Film. ♦ 

LuPone gives her considerable all but the production 

is crass, to put it mildly. If you know about Callas. it 

Will annoy you; if you don’t, it will 

mislead you. Makes other dull dramas 

about art, such as Old Wicked Songs, 

look good. How many more bio-play JP 

star-turns do we have to put up with? ,J[ j 

How many of these would stand out from trie- 

packed walls of the RA’s summer exhibition? In the 

flowers, the saturated colours do - 

produce a luminosity but a pointless 

one. The portraits, framed as a group, _ 

coalesce into a blur. Of Hockney, the 

great draughtsman, there is little sign. ' j/j 
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theatre 

The Spanish Tragedy, 
Hamlet 

Royal Shakespeare 
Company, 

Stra iford-upon-Avon 


Ecstasy of 
motion 

DANCE NDT2 Peacock Theatre, London 


JE? 5 h 5 dow play's the 
wung. Or is it? 

J Photograph: Geraint Lewis 


More matter, less art 

‘The Spanish Tragedy' is supposed to be an inferior precursor to ‘Hamlet’ 
But, juxtaposed at Stratford, Kyd out-performs the Bard. By Paul Taylor 

O ften cited as an important precursor of Hamlet in from the underworld, in the company of Revenge, in order time, with Horatio as Revenge. This idea of endless bran 
histories of drama, Kyd's Spanish Tragedy aQ too to see how his former mistress Bei-imperia (Siobhan Red- cling causes an undeniable shudder, but it’s in contrai 
rarely crops up on the stage. We should be grate- mond ) will avenge his murder. Here Revenge, a hooded, spec- of the play Kyd had wrote. Even at its most questional 
ful to the RSC, then, for making it possible, this tral-voiced figure who paces around the theatre, has to prompt production never left me cold, though, which I'm afraid 

season, to see these two revenue dramas side-hv- Dnn Andrea with tome imnatiencc. during his nnenino hannened durino Inno stretches nf Matthew Warchns’* 


O ften cited as an important precursor of Hamlet in 
histories of drama, Kyd's Spanish Tragedy aQ too 
rarely crops up on the stage. We should be grate- 
ful to the RSC, then, for making it possible, this 
season, to see these two revenge dramas side-by- 
side. You’d think that Kyd's play would be at an overwhelm- 
ing disadvantage in such a pairing exercise. Shakespeare's han- 
dling of the features they share - the vengeance-seeking ghost; 
the isolated, temporising hero who needs to verify the infor- 
mation he’s given; the madness, real and feigned; the use of 
a play-wi thin-a-play to further the revenge scheme - is far sub- 
tler and more penetrating. Kyd, who it's thought also wrote 
the lost, so-called ur-Hamlet, the principle source of its later 
namesake, is more journeyman than genius. 

Yet Michael Boyd’s powerful, provocative, sometimes 
tricksy production of The Spanish Tragedy in The Swan con- 
vinces you that this is a work of strong imaginative integrity 
which deserves to be seen in its own right Bringing home the 
acute difficulty of achieving redress through the proper chan- 
nels, the play focuses on the painfully ironic case of Hieron- 
irao (Peter Wight ). the upright magistrate who has to take the 
law into his own bloody hands against his son’s murderers, pro- 
tected because of their high birth and their exploitation of 
Hieronimo’s increasingly crazed public behaviour. 

It’s the play’s creepy achievement to show all the action from 
the perspective of eternity. The characters think they are acting 
on their own behalf, in fact, we can see that they are being 
used by the gods to fulfil a design of which they are uncon- 
scious. The Spanish Tragedy begins with the ghost of Don 
Andrea (Patrice Naiambana) who has been allowed to return 


from the underworld, in the company of Revenge, in order 
to see how his former mistress Bel-imperia (Siobhan Red- 
mond ) will avenge his murder. Here Revenge, a hooded, spec- 
tral-voiced figure who paces around the theatre, has to prompt 
Don Andrea, with some impatience, during his opening 
speeches, as though this trainee Senecan ghost were not quick 
enough on the uptake for him. 

In Boyd’s staging, the ghost does not simply sit through the 
play as a choric spectator but enters into a much more dynamic 
relationship with the unfolding action, prowling round and 
through it as an impalpable but unsettling presence. Not under- 
standing that all the apparent setbacks - eg the slaughtering 
of his best friend. Horatio (a wonderfully dignified Tristan 
Sturrock) - are, in fact, necessary stages towards the 
completion of his revenge, he throws fits of violent, scenery- 
endangering frustration. 

With a bower where the trees are planks dangling like 
corpses from meat-hooks and a curtained inner-stage where 
the characters sit in a row like actors waiting in some purga- 
torial ante-room to be assigned a part, Tbm Piper’s design 
heightens the sense of a world moving to a pre-oidalfled end. 
The performances are, for the most part, fine. Peter Wight 
offers an intriguing portrait of Hieronimo as a tubby, inef- 
fectual nervous wreck. If it makes you wonder what the state 
of his court can have been like before the strain of the bereave- 
ment began to turn his wits, this approach also brings a sur- 
prising degree of naturalness and humanity to a role where 
rhetoric can rule. 

The production goes too far at points. At the close, Boyd 
suggests that the whole nightmare is about to be replayed, this 


time, with Horatio as Revenge. This idea of endless brutal recy- 
cling causes an undeniable shudder, but it's in contradiction 
of the play Kyd had wrote. Even at its most questionable, the 
production never left me cold, though, which I'm afraid is what 
happened during long stretches of Matthew Warchus's main- 
stage account of Hamlet , starring a likeable but un searching 
Alex Jennings. 

As an antidote to Kenneth Branagh's dire, interminably 
inclusive movie, the production may win friends, though the 
cuts and restructurings here do not, I feel, result in an over- 
all dramatic gain. Skipping the opening scene on the battle- 
ments, the production begins with Jennings Lipping out a jar 
of ashes while, projected behind him, there's sentimental black- 
and-white movie footage of Hamlet as a little boy playing with 
his father and some dogs. In voice-over, we hear Claudius deliv- 
ering a public speech, the walls then split open and we are at 
a loud palace party where, in continuous action and often not 
very probably, much of the early business of the play takes place. 

Warchus has cut Fortinbras and. that whole political aspect 
of the piece, so, at the end, it’s back to that home-movie 
footage, with Horatio in voice-over, describing the events of 
the drama: “... carnal, bloody and unnatural acts, / Of acci- 
dental judgments, casual slaughters” etc. When this speech 
is delivered to Fortinbras, it becomes a comment on the lim- 
ited perception of Hamlet’s rival - all he’d be able to under- 
stand about the profound experience just undergone. Recited 
to nobody, as here, it seems - like the production - to be a 
case of the play selling itself short. 

'Hamlet', RSC Stratford in rep; "The Spanish Tragedy', RSC Swan 
in rep . Booking: 01789 295623 


T here was a man 
begging outside the 
Peacock Theatre on 
Thursday night; he wanted a 
ticket for NDT2 whose three 
London dates had 
completely sold out. 

The five works on offer 
this week were, on the 
whole, a more satisfying 
selection than the 
programme they brought to 
Sadler’s Wells in 1995. The 
evening opened with Kylian's 
Songs of a Wayfarer, inspired 
by the Mahler song-cycle. 
B£jart used this music to 
represent the journey 
through life hut Kylian 
chooses instead to chart the 
passage of human 
relationships. The 
choreography is packed with 
unexpected lifts and 
supported leaps and it is 
exquisitely danced Lurifa 
Alves in the opening pas de 
deux has arms that undulate 
like a flame, with a speed 
and a soft brilliance that 
seem to leave a trace in the 
air behind her. 

The second work is Solo , a 
fizzy six-minute dance by 
Hans Van Manen for three 
boys set to Bach's Violin 
Suite No 1 in D. Van Manen 
has fun juxtaposing funky 
shrugs and struts with more 
classical virtuosity but, by 
confining the wit to 
movements of the body 
rather than the face, he 
manages to tickle the 
audience without vulgarising 
the light humour. He is 
helped here by well-judged 
performances from Vaclav 
Runes, Patrick Marin and 
Fabrice MazUah. 

SammanfaU , by former 
Royal Swedish Ballet soloist 
Johan Inger. is a piece for 
seven dancers and occurs on 
a set dominated by a large 
green eyeball which plays 
pee-po through a hole in the 
corner of the backcloth. This 
is obviously supposed to 
Mean Something. The 
programme note says 
something about a sense of 


isolation, and interval gossip 
suggests it’s something about 
a broken relationship lived 
out in the public gaze, but 
all it really means is that the 
audience giggles quite a bit 
each time the eye rolls 
comically from side to side. 
Duets and trios flow inro 
one another in dances that 
are constructed like an 
elaborate game in which 
each movement must slot 
into the next without 
hesitation or deviation. 
Repetition is allowed. 

Hans Van Manen takes 
the helm for the 
penultimate piece, a moving 
and inventive duet for 
Shirley Esseboom and 
Vaclav Kunes. The finale is 
Skew Whiff \sy the British 
NDT dancer Paul Lightfbot, 
in which three men and four 
women in an ill-advised 
shade of German mustard 
leap, twitch and do silly 
walks to Rossini's overture 
to The Thieving Magpie , 
brought to life by dancers 
who dash off double lours en 
fair almost faster than the 
eye can catch. 

Although a few “older” 
dancers have been kept on 
until a place becomes 
vacant for them in the main 
outfit, the bulk of NDT2's 
dancers are between 17 and 
22 years old. This means 
that eveiything the company 
does is characterised by the 
gorgeous mercurial fluency 
of young bodies in an 
ecstasy of motion who lend 
the choreography a 
freshness and radiance it 
doesn't always possess. 

It is this, not the material, 
that makes people beg for 
tickets. 

Tonight at Peacock Theatre, 
London WC2 (0171-314 
8800); Mon-Wed, Theatre 
Royal Brighton (01273 
328488); then towing to 
Aberdeen, Edinburgh, 
Canterbury, Sheffield, High 
Wycombe and Blackpool 

Louise Levene 
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W hen Piers Hellaweli 
showed us “Ways 
through Bracken” on 
Wednesday night, at the Bar- 
bican, we could virtually feel 
peat underfoot, sense clouds 
scatter on the heels of a 
breeze. It was the first section 
of Do Not Disturb , an LSO 
co mmis sion where Thomas A 
Clark’s haiku-like poetry was 
tossed in youthful antiphony 
between sections of the Finch- 
ley Children’s Musk Group. 
Sir Colin Davis conducted and 
the performance certainly con- 
veyed fi lings of “mountain 
landscape” and “the privacy of 
solitude" (I quote the com- 
poser’s own notes). HeBawell’s 
spacious orchestral canvas 
conjures illusions of depth and 
height, with the excitable peck- 
ing of wood-blocks, an off- 
stage trumpet, strings veering 
off in all directions and a puls- 
ing harmonic pungency redo- 
lent of Martinu. Britten, even 
Steve Reich. Orchestral tex- 
tures shimmer with startling 


CLASSICAL Do Not Disturb 
Barbican Had, London 

surreality (Berg's ghost hovers 
somewhere among the open- 
ing measures) and the overall 
effect is of a nigged wonder- 
land tailor-made for the jaded 
victims of city life. I loved it: 

Do Not Disturb was preceded 
by a yawningfy kgotp account of 
the National Anthem (just one 
verse), given in honour of the 
Royal guest. His Royal High- 
ness Prince Andrew. There- 
after, once released from 
HellaweD’s action-packed pri- 
vate world, Davis and the 
orchestra were joined by a chic 
Anne-Sophie Mutter for a lux- 
uriant saunter through Beet- 
hoven's Violin Concerto. 

Davis set the scene with a 

turti (^he* 1 rising woodwind 
motive was subtly accelerated) 
befbre'Miitter took over with a 
sugar-coated tone/immaculate 
trills, well-ofied -slides and a 
seamless delivery of the solo 


line. She played as she looked, 
regally, glamorously and with 
an almost intimidating sophis- 
tication. Davis provided a veP 
vety backdrop, but when it 
came to Fritz Kreisler’s inspi- ' 
rational cadenza. Mutter cast 
off her glad rags (metaphori- 
cally, of course) to embark on 
one of the most daring and orig- 
inal re-CTeatkmsI\« ever hea^ 
That miraculous passage 
■where the first movements 
two principal themes converge 
-each taking its turn to dom- • 
inate - was vividly differenti- 
ated, and when the cadenza 
drew to a close and the “main 
time” sat waiting in the wings, 
Mutter coaxed a dark, trance- 
like tone for. its return. She 
achieved parallel wonders in 
the Larghetto , veiling her sound 
perceptibly for the song-like 
centra] section, then welling . 
with emotion for the return of 
the first idea. The finale was 
refreshingly brisk, the second 
cadenza frill, of fun and the 
overall effect, a humbling jour- 


' ney from lofty aloofness to 
compelling spontaneity. 

The concert concluded with 
a broadly stated account of 
Brahms's Fourth Symphony. 
Davis launched into the open- 
ing motive without fuss or 
exaggeration, but come the 
first big string tune (about a 
minute and a half in and 
marked merely forte), and he 
indulged the sort of lavish 
robato that characterised the 
rest of the performance. The 
Andante featured some 
lustrous string-playing, the 
heavyweight Scherzo impres- 
sive horns and the finale, a 
comprehensive grasp of musi- 
cal structure; but, for me, 
Davis’s lingering and lan- 
guishing spilled into overkill. It 
was a heartfelt production, no 
doubt about that, but too well- 
padded for a symphony that 
ends in catastrophe. 

Tk> Not Disturb' repeated 21, 22 
May. Booking 0171-638 8891 

Rob Cowan 


W hen Hank Marvin 
produces sounds 
from his red electric 
guitar he has a look of pleas- 
ant surprise on his face as if 
he’s never heard the tune 
before. Out of the matching 
red amplifiers come the celes- 
tial opening notes of “Won- 
derful Land” and Hank smiles 
at the audience with mild 
astonishment Is that really 
me playing that? 

A tom-tom drum thuds in 
the distance and he suddenly 
finds himself playing 
“Apache". He’s been per- 
forming this one for 37 years, 
yet he can still make it seem 
like a new composition. The 
master of the Stratocaster was 
back in Croydon, still guard- 
ing the secret of how he makes 
those noisqs so pure and beau- 
tiful. When Hank Marvin 
played “Atlantis” it really did 
sound like he was at the bot- 
tom of the ocean. “Man of 
Mystery” still sent shivers up 
the spine. 


POP Hank Marvin 
Fairfield Halls, Croydon 

Here was a man playing the 
electric guitar as though it had 
just been invented. He only 
gave us one due about how he 
did iL “This one’s got harder 
strings,” he explained during 
a guitar change. “I'm trying to 
build up my shoulder mus- 
cles.” There were lots of jokes 
like that Jokes about Croy- 
don. Jokes about Cliff. 
(“Emily Bronte bad such fore- 
sight”) Hank Marvin was 
once asked by Buddy Holly’s 
father for Cliff Richard’s 
autograph. Not sure if this 
one was a joke or not, but it 
was a good introduction to his 
set of Holly covers. 

“That’ll be the Day”, “Oh 
Boy” and “It Doesn’t Matter 
Any More" were the latest 
songs to get the Hank Marvin 
Treatment, which is a sort of 
honours list for pop music. In 
this category we also got 
“Cavatina” and “Don’t Cry 


for Me Argentina", but it how old he must be now, but 
wasn’t all guitar instrumen- he's still rockin' like a 
tals. Hank and his backing teenager. Even his red guitar 
band were pretty good at tbe looks brand new. 


vocal harmonies too, and they 
knocked out a fine country 
version of Elvis Presley's 
“Mystery Train”. 

What people liked best, 
though, were The Shadows' 
hits, and he gave us these 
from time to time all the way 
through the show. Hank Mar- 
vin only had to launch into 
“FBI” or “The Rise and Fall of 
Flingel Bunt” and we were 
whisked back to another era. 

Suddenly, it was the early 
Sixties, when men could 
impress women merely by 
ldck-starting their motorcy- 
cles, bank robbers made their 
getaways in Commer vans, 
and brave Russians and 
Americans hurtled through 
space in capsules the size of a 

garden shed. 

Hank Marvin was only 19 
when he recorded "Apache”. 
You can work out for yourself 


Magnus Mills 



‘How did I do that?* 


"SCREAM KEEPS EVERY PART OF THE BODY BUSY: THE BRAIN TICKLED, THE HEART 

ARMED AND THE STOMACH TURNS SOMERSAULTS * 


THE TIMES 


"INTELLIGENCE, WIT AND SOPHISTICATION.’ 


TBE OUT 



DONTANSWERT1E PHOTC. DONTOPEN 
TTE DOOR- DONT TRY TO ESCAPE. 

THE HICHLV ACCLAIMED NEW THRILLER FROM WES CRAVEN 


T 

\ ^ i 



r t 


David Neve Codbtenei Matthew Rose tar 

Arquette Campbeh . Cox Dillard McGowan Ulrich and 



O'.STRIS'JTTD BY EUHNA VISTA INTERNATIONAL JKi LTD 


THE COUNTRY 


CHECK LOCAL PRESS FOR DETAILS 











books 




John Walsh celebrates 
the idle idol who 
entranced two generations 

Cyril CormoHy: a life by Jeremy Lewis, Cape, £25 


/ I do not like that smarty- 
■ I boots Connolly,’' Virginia 
I Woolf used to say. The 
I most sophisticated socio- 
I literary analyst of her day 
later confided in her Diary the 
awfulness of having to dine with 
"baboon Connolly and his gollywog 
slut wife" Jeremy Lewis’s sparkling 
biography is full of such judge- 
ments, and of peevish testimonies 
to his subject’s social shortcomings. 
"Cyril is not perhaps the idea! 
guest,” wrote Harold Nicolson to 
Vita Sackville-West, “He is terribly 
unticfy in an irritating way. He 
leaves dirty handkerchiefs in the 
chairs and fountain pens ( my foun- 
tain pens) open in books. More- 
over it is rather a bore having a per- 
son who has nothing of his own - 
not a cigarette or a stamp ...” 

What he did have only served to 
irritate people further - his greed, 
his sulkiness, his conceit, his end- 
less mickey-taking, his pet lemurs, 
his ingratitude for favours, his pre- 
tentiousness, his lechery, his occa- 
sional larceny (he once filched 
three avocado pears from Somer- 
set Maugham's garden at Cap Fer- 
rat), his political naivety. AH these 
unlovely traits, minutely charted by 
victims and ex-friends, are now 
faithfully verified by Jeremy Lewis, 
until one is forced to ask, with 
Anthony Powell, "What, in short 
was the point of Connolly? Why 
did people put up with moroseness, 
gloom, open hostility? ... He was 
one of those individuals ... who 
seem to have been sent into the 
world to be talked about”. 

Or written about. This is the sec- 
ond major biography of the great 
critic to be published in two years, 
following Clive Fisher’s Cyril Con- 
nolly: A Nostalgic Life in 1995, 
which itself followed Michael 
Shelden's Friends of Promise , a 
lively account of the Horizon years, 
and David Pryce- Jones's Memoir 
that accompanied the publication 
of Connolly's War Journal. 

The new volume is tbe first to 
have been written with the blessing 
of Cyril's widow, Deirdre, who 
rejected all previous overtures 
from prospective life-writers and 


refused to- release her husband’s 
voluminous correspondence, diaries 
and self-pitying belles-lettres. 

Butwharirthe point of Connolly? 
There has been no convincing 
reassessment of his stature as a 
writer - at least not enough to jus- 
tify reprinting the essays in Con- 
demned Playgrounds or Ideas and 
Places or The Evening Colonnade or 
his only novel The Rock Pool. His 
study of literary style and literary 
frustration. Enemies, of Promise , 
remains in print, but not that smug, 
hedonist’s companion. The Unquiet 
Grmv. Jeremy Lewis does not make 
fancy claims for Connolly’s “great- 
ness”. He calls him “In literary 
terms ... a sprinter rather than a 
marathon runner" and “a miniatur- 
ist of the human heart”, whose 
genius lay in the sparks and shards 
that flew off from his journalism, a 
writer in a constant state of almost- 
brilliance. subverted by a thousand 
retarding influences, from war and 
women to jealousy and ennui. 

What is important about him, 
however, when all the explanations 
about failure and writer's block 
have ceased, is a life that spans and 
sometimes embodies 20th-century 
literature. Connolly was at tbe 
snobbish St Cyprian s school with 
Beaton and Orwell; at Eton, he 
turned from being a grubby, ink- 
stained, miserable weed to a 
lovelorn romantic and precociously 
melancholic ironist, falling in love 
with Noel Blaldston and Bobby 
Longden and tbe waxed silk hats of 
the “Pbp” elite. At Oxford, by 
comparison, he mostly travelled in 
pursuit of a new horizon to com- 
pensate for the paradise he’d left 
behind. His literary apprentice- 
ship was as secretary and factotum 
to Logan Pearsall Smith, the fusty 
American epigrammatist who used 
to laugh aloud at the mere thought 
of Cyril’s letters and bankrolled his 
debts and travels with fond, if ill- 
advised indulgence. 

Connolly spent most of his 20s 
and 30s in a head-spinning round 
of travels across the Mediter- 
ranean, of lunches, spongings, 
seductions and hotels, renting 
apartments from Betjeman or 
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The result of the pram m the hall: Connolly with his son, Matthew 


Jebb. travelling with Longden or 
Quennell. encountering Christo- 
pher Sykes or Bob Boothby en 
route to stay with Lees-Milne or 
Nicolson ... the names recur and 
intertwine like motifs in a German 
opera. What allays the tedium is 
the gradual, Kraken-like rising to 
the surface of Connolly’s hetero- 
sexual satyriasis. Self-confessedly 
“emotionally homosexual" until 
then, he investigated the stews of 
Umehouse and Whitechapel and, 
more decorously, fell in love with 
Racy Fisher, daughter of Admiral- 
William Fisher, who refused to let 
her near him. Then he met Jean 
Bakeweli in Paris (introduced by 
the mother of her lesbian lover) 
and a new Connolly emerged -ded- 
icated only to lotus-eating excess, to 
luxury food, drink and cigars, to liv- 
ing for pleasure at other people’s 
expense, for dispersing his talent in 
journalism, talk, sex and soft fruit 
As the century rolls by, Con- 
nolly’s life falls into an entertain- 
ing but predictable succession of 
bullying and/or grief-stricken 
encounters with women, little 
snatches of exquisitely judged 


descriptions of places and people, an 
ever-more ex-cathedra tone to his 
critical writings and much self-excui- 
parory examination of his conscience . 
Some of this makes for revealing 
reading, such as his itemised criti- 
cisms of his girlfriend Diana, 
demanding inter alia that “when 
being unfaithful, go outside your 
spouse’s aide of friends" (“Why 
should I? You don’t” was her mar- 
ginal reply). The three-hander affair 
with Barbara Skelton and George 
Weidenfeld is played for laughs but 
the mood darkens in the dosing 
chapters, as Connolly’s self-pity turns 
alternately rancid and infantile. 

What makes this biography spe- 
cial is Jeremy Lewis's stylish and 
funny narrative. Fans of Lewis’s 
memoirs and biography reviews 
will know of his fascination for the 
revealing ad hominem detail, and 
this book is crammed with them: 
Connolly’s father spending after- 
noons at the Windmill Theatre 
".appraising and re-appraising the 
same row of nearly naked chorus 
girls"; the "disconcerting habit 
inherited from Bloomsbury" by 
both Pearsall Smith and Desmond 


McCarthy "of putting the tele- 
phone down at tbe end of a con- 
versation without saying ‘good- 
bye'”. And Lewis supplements an 
already anecdote-crammed narra- 
tive with tbe most entertaining 
footnotes seen in hard covers since 
The Third Policeman. He dearly 
admires Connolly s writing, editing 
skill, broad human sympathies and 
frequent kindnesses. If he cannot 
help portraying him as something 
of a monster - or as the vexed, 
spoilt and capricious baby which he 
most often resembled - he does so 
with an indulgent chuckle. The 
result is a study of the literary spirit 
and tbe literary century which is 
unflaggingly entertaining, evokes a 
lost world of grand houses and 
unemployable geniuses, and gives 
you Connolly, warts, lemurs, avo- 
cados. debts, absurdities and all By 
the end, despite all the snipings 
from Virginia Woolf and the rest 
of the anti-Connolly club, you feel 
you understand why Philip Larkin 
should have said, on being asked if 
he’d like to meet him. “It was like 
being asked if you wanted to meet 
Matthew Arnold”. 


Journals, 1990-1992 by Anthony 
fb well, Heinemann, £20 

I t used to be said that there were 
two wags of achieving lasting lit- 
erary celebrity in England. One 
was to die young and tragically leav- 
ing tan talising shards of protnise;- 
the other was to live to a gargan- 
tuan old age having written a shelf 
of books ro be rediscovered in 
one’s dotage. . 

Ju dging by the violently mixed 
reaction to his recent work - two 
volumes of assorted reviews and the . 
first two instalments of these jour- 
nals -Anthony Powell is rapidly dis- 
proving the second strand of this 
adage- Worse, critical sniping at 
late-period trifles has started to 
encroach on his greatest achieve- 
ment, the soon-to-be-televised 13- 
volume novel sequenced Dance To 
The Musk Of Time. Praised to the 
skies oh completion in 1975, it is 
now found to be snobbish, recon- 
dite and a threnody for a dead 
world. 

Writers have their ups and 
downs, and Pow- 
ell can take com- 
fort from the 
example of 
Anthony Trol- 
lope, whose repu- 
tation has under- 
gone a bewild- 
ering switchback 
ride over tbe past 
100 years. At tbe 
same time it can- 
not be gratifying 
to team, at the 
ripe age of 91, 
that the master- 
pieces of one’s 
maturity are now 
seen in some 
quarters as im- 
penetrable exercises in obscuran- 
tism. You sympathise all the more 
in that so much criticism offtweU’s 
work is fundamentally non- literary, 
if not simply obtuse.' 

Turning over the Journals and 
noting their mania for lineage, con- 
nection and social correctness, 
many a reviewer diagnosed simple 
snobbery. One might retort that if 
a writer whose work grows out of 
social codes and distinctions can’t 
take an interest in this kind of appa- 
ratus, then what can he take an 
interest in? 

Doubtless many of these stric- 
tures will be pushed to the surface 
again by Journals 1990-1992, 
another hefty report on late-period 
life at The Chantry (Nr Frome. 
Somerset), the Powells’ West Coun- 
try hideaway. Outwardly not much 
has changed since the earlier vol- 
umes. Friends come to lunch; the 
Powells* hospitality is returned. 

Other friends die ("XYZ obit” is 
a familiar entry). The cat depopu- 
lates the local fauna, and Lady 
Violet nips up to London for a Pak- 
enham clambake leaving AP to 
brood over Shakespeare in the 
study and indulge in one of his 
favourite parlour games - suggest- 
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fog improvements to great works of 
world literature. 

It’s a critical commonplace to 
talk of Powell’s habitual reserve. 
The near-simultaneous ■. deaths 
(recorded in volume two) of his cat 
TreJawney and an old- friend who 
was the joint dedicatee of a novel 
are worth considering m this 
respect, as most of the emotion 
looks to be lavished on the cat. For 
all this, it seems clear that as he 
rinks deeper in to old age Powell has 
ceased to care about giving offence. 

The polite balancing acts of bis 
memoirs dissolve into wounding 
judgments of contemporaries 
(Harold Acton: “an .unfortunate 
influence on the Oxford of his gen- 
eration”: Evelyn Waugh: ‘interest- 
ing how little people know them- 
selves”; Henry Green: "realty rather 
a shit”). Tbe only surprise is tbe 
elaborate smokescreen raised 
above the famous row with. 
Auberon Waugh in 1990 (Waug hfils 
had liberally besmirched PowelTs 
reputation in a paper for which 
Powell reviews), adumbrated only 
in an innocuous 
remark about 
“having resigned 
from the 7We- 
gmphr. 

Elsewhere the 
tone settles itself 
into the kind of 
specialised, old- 
world crossness 
of which Powell 
is perhaps oar 
greatest living 
exponent, a lit- 
any of reproach 
that takes in 
everything from 
feeble books to 
journalists who 
presume to 
address Him by his Christian name 
and unpunctual photographers, the 
Independent's own Herbie Knott 
included. 

Much of what follows is irre- 
sistibly funny - a telephone call 
from Lord Denning, who "wafted 
waves of genial egotism down tbe 
line in accents of a stage peasants 
or a televisual sighting of John 
Major, described as “tall, good fig- 
ure, dignified movement, distinctly 
aristocratic one would: have 
thought”. ? ' 

By the end, powers waning in the 
wake of a serious operation, tfie 
consolations of old age seem less 
tangible. “I sit or lie with a rug 
round me like a character in tbe 
background of a Russian novel, the 
old prince.” 

All this comes interspersed with 
the usual wistful glances into the 
lost world of youth. A visitor in the 
previous volume of journals was 
described as “tall, thin, rather 
little-girl voice that made her seem 
like girls in the past one used to 
know, not of today”. Powell might 
not be “of today” himself, but tnar 
doesn’t make his life any less 
beguiling, or bis achievement any 
less important. 



W hen a FabergS show 
packed the Victoria 
& Albert Museum in 
1977, its director Roy Strong 
noted “the three ingredients 
essential to any successful 
exhibition: death, sex and 
jewels”. In his Diaries 1967- 
J9S7 (Weidenfeld, £20), the 
first Curator Superstar 
makes an epic exhibition of 
himself - but only scores on 
two counts. Jewels, he’s got 
’em. Duchesses and divas 
flash their rocks as Sir Roy 
minutes posh soirdes - frock 
by frock, tiara by tiara - with 
the finical relish learnt from 
his old mentor, Cecil Beaton. 
As for death, one arts worthy 
after another bows out as the 
“self-made grammar-school 
boy from nowhere” (ie a 
loveless home in Edmonton) 
buries friend and foe. Sex, 
however, stalks mostly in the 
wings - except when Princess 
Margaret and Roddy 
Llewellyn lurch into view. 

The papers have already 
gutted this vain and catty 
tome for its royal gossip, 
from the trashing of Di 
(“Eliza Doolittle at the 
Embassy ball”) to the 
slighting of Fergie ("no 
beauty at all, but good 
Sloane Street features with 
large eyes”). Elsewhere, 
Labour politicians who dare 
to remind the caped civil 
servant just who pays for his 
fab gear appear as ‘‘north- 
country louts” or ignorant 
numbskulls. So this top-flight 
bitch would do well to mind 
his own Ps and Qs. No works 
exist by a painter named 



Boyd Tonkin 


"Lucien” Freud. The soloist 
in Swan Lake does not dance 
unaccented " foueites ”, And 
“ embraiderie anglaise “ has 
got tangled up mid-Channel 

Name-dropping and point- 
scoring at full tilt, the Diaries 
drag Max Beerbobm chatter 
into the age of David Frost 
Yet for all his snooty foibles. 
Sir Roy’s flair as a scholar- 
showman appealed to a 
much broader public than his 
detractors ever could. Strong 
stuck firmly to a public- 
service ethic and a mission to 
explain. He never ran an 
"ace caff”. When Sir Terence 
Conran and his business 
bullies took charge as the 
1980s V&A went "up die 
Thateherite alley”, Strong 
cared even less for them 
than for union jobsworths. 

As a first-class primer on 
arts-world skullduggery, the 
Diaries deserve a permanent 
home on Chris Smith's new 
desk at National Heriiage. 
Underneath the sniping and 
griping, they recount a 20- 
year battle to bring style and 
splendour to state culture 
without mimicking market 
forces. Strong sought to 
paint his comer of the public 
sector gold instead of grey. 
And that quixotic ideal looks 
just as valid now as when the 
man in “the Regency jacket 
and the ruffled shirt stepped 
into the media limelight" of 
Harold Wilson's high noon. 


Looking for a 

John Harvey investigates the sad life 
of crime fiction’s greatest stylist 

Raymond Chandler: a biogaphy by Tom Hiney, Chatto, £1 6.99 



in the bottle 


L ean back in your seat on the 24 
bus, ask your fellow passengers 
to name three writers of detec- 
tive fiction, and chances are Ray- 
mond Chandler will be among them. 
Talk shop with a bunch of crime writ- 
ers and the same name comes up as 
someone to admire and enjoy, even 
steal from now and then. For a man 
who scarcely set pen to paper seri- 
ously until he was in his fifties and 
who completed only seven novels. 
Chandler’s reputation is enviable 
and extraordinary. And deserved? 

Torn Hiney’s biography does what 
any literary biography should do. It 
sendsyou back to the work. Re-read- 
ing The Big Sleep and The Long 
Goodbye, especially, there seems lit- 
tle doubt that with these two books 
Chandler came dose to perfection 
within his chosen form - a case in the 
life of an urban private eye. 

Bora in Chicago in 1SSS, Chandler 
moved with his mother to England 
and was educated at Dulwich Col- 
lege. He served with the Gordon 
Highlanders during the First World 
War and, re-settled in tbe US and 
became a successful Los Angeles oil 
executive into his mid-forties. Out of 
work and attracted by the idea of 
earning his living as a writer, he 
signed up for an evening class - 
“Short Story Writing 52AB” - and 
began selling fiction to Black Mask 
magazine. His first novel. The Big 
Sleep, was published in 1939. 

Chandler built on the hard-hitting 
fiction of Dashieil Hammett and 
James M Cain, which merged social 
malism and the quick-fire sex and vio- 
lence of pulp magazines. It married 


pin-point observation and smart-alec 
humour with a self-conscious use of 
rhythmic sentence structure and elab- 
orate metaphor. What he added was 
a degree of sentimentality which 
Hiney shows us was totally in accord 
with Chandler’s character. And in 
Philip Marlowe, his LA detective, 
those contradictory elements of 
toughness and a finer sensibility are 
held nicely in balance. 

In spite of Chandler’s reputation, 
it is probably through Humphrey 
Bogan's portrayal in Hawks’s The Big 
Sleep that we know Marlowe best As 
the current Murder Ink season at the 
National Film Theatre shows. Chan- 
dler was a key figure in crime cinema 
as source and screenwriter. As Hiney 
makes dear, the screenplay he co- 
wrote with Billy Wilder for Double 
Indemnity was the one which broke 
tbe over ^censorious grip of the Hol- 
lywood Production Code. 

To Chandler's mind. Bogart was a 
near-perfect embodiment of his hero, 
not least through his understanding 
of what it was to get through the day 
on a bottle of bourbon and precious 
little solid food. Like creation, like 
creator, as Hiney shows: the central 
feet of Chandler’s life was his drinking. 

The alcoholic son of an alcoholic 
father, he followed all too earnestly 
down that genetic path although, 
unlike his father, he stuck fast to his 
mother rather than desert her. In 
fact he did it twice. Having taken 
responsibility for his natural mother, 
sick with cancer, and supported her 
from his early twenties until her death 
some dozen years later, he promptly 
married Cissy, a woman 20 years his 



senior. In turn, he nursed her through 
a slow decline until ber death aged 84. 

There is a uneasy sense of Chan- 
dler’s sexuality that slides between 
the lines of Hiney’s book without 
being precisely pinned down. We 
learn that he had two brief affairs 
during his marriage, but discover lit- 
tle of them or the women concerned. 
His preference was to worship at a 
distance, as if over-fastidious of the 
act itself. There are frequent 
instances of him condemning his 
contemporaries for what he saw as 
the sexual excesses of their novels. 
When, in Chandler's work, Marlowe 


encounters unbridled female sexual- 
ity, his reaction takes misogyny to tbe 
point of hysteria. In life, it was only 
after Cissie’s death, and shielded by 
his own impotence, that he took on 
the role of would-be seducer. 

Indeed, one of Hiney’s biggest 
problems here is that Chandler’s life 
is only extraordinary in its compara- 
tive dullness. For much of the time 
he Shunned company, preferring to 
write copious letters - acute, funny 
and thankfully liberally used here. 
Only towards the end did he emerge 
into a needy gregariousness, but by 
then he was boorish and pathetic, the 


Raymond Chandler: 
getting through the 
day on a bottle of 
bourbon and precious 
little solid food 


sort of drunk you hope will pass you by. 

Hiney fleshes out the latter years 
more rally than Frank McShane’s 
1976 biography, and his portrait of a 
suicidal individual in need of, and 
receiving, psychiatric care is acute. 
But his tendency to blur the distinc- 
tion between Chandler himself and 
his fictional voice is ingenuous. Com- 
menting, for instance, on his claim 
that by the 1920s Chandler was fight- 
ing shy of sensible decisions, Hiney 
quotes a lively passage denouncing 
the virtues of common sense. Some- 
thing from a letter? Only by turning 
t° the back of the book do we find 
this is not Chandler’s voice, nor even 
fiction written at the time,- but an 
extract from the 1957 Playback. 

What we learn of Chandler’s 
methodology is interesting — the sep- 
arate notebooks in which he noted 
one-liners, slang expressions, names' 
of potential characters, dothes; his 
use of small sheets of paper, , each 
holding no more than 15 lines, for- 
cing him to find “a bit of magic” for 
each page. And it is fascinating to 
read his description of the fighting in 
the First World War trenches, writ- 
ten 20 years before his first novel: 
“On the firing step the Number One 
of .the gun crew was standing to with 
half of his body silhouetted above tbe 
parapet, motionless against the glare 
of the light except that his hand was 
playing scales On the butt of his gun.” 

In the specificity and the surprise of 
that final image, the ge nesis of Chan- 
dler’s later Style is to be found. Just as 
it is in the best of tbe fiction that we 
find his glory -and any biography can 
only hope to footnote that. 1 
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Can European travellers bring something new out of Africa? Patrick Wright looks for 
the colonial roots of genocide while (below) Duncan Fallowed tracks a vanishing poet 

Apocalypse here and now 
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S ometime after nightfall, the author 
steps ‘off a bus in the very deadest 
stretch of the Algerian Sahara. Red 
sand drifts around him as he stands at 
the roadside with a suitcase and a word 
processor. Seeing the flickering light of a fire, 
he walks nervously towards it. In his mind he is 
counting up the terrible wounds inflicted on 
Alexander Gordon Laing, a Scottish explorer 
who was assaulted and robbed near here in 1823. 

But he finds a group of men who are content 
to direct him hade past the bus stop to the town's 
single hotel, a dismal establishment where this 
distinguished Swedish writer sits and wonders 
‘QK, perhaps one has to travel. But why 
exactly here?” 

Sven Lindqvisfs opening question may 
prompt some readers to wonder why so 
many writers feel obliged to travel at alL 
The pith hebnet is in the museum 
along with the Gatling gun, but 
publishers are still commissioning 
marathons of the white-legs-in- 
the-j ungje variety. And nobody 
needs another book in which 
travel is served up as the dis- 
tance you go before fatuous 
western attitudes become 
entertaining. 

Lindqvist is quite differ- 
ent. He heads into the 
desert with an ancient 
word processor so heavy 
that he needs a native 
with a wheelbarrow to 
cart it from one sand- 
blasted hotel to the 
next Presenting him- 
self as a resolutely unheroic 
figure, he draws on many vis- 
its to Africa over decades. As 
^ for the 100 floppy disks in his 

bag, they contain what he 
takes to be “the core of 
European thought", exca- 
vated over countless days in the 
libraries of Europe. 

His title is quoted from Joseph Conrad’s 
Heart of Darkness , a novella written in the 
last years of the 19th centufy, which tells 
of a voyage upriver into the African con- 
tinent in 
search of 
Kurtz, who 
has van- 
ished into the 
savagery of 
colonialism. 
Lindqvist first read 
this book as a young 
man just after the Sec- 
ond World Whr. when it 


’Extemunate aO the Brutes’ by Sven Lindqvist, 
Grants, £839 

appeared to foreshadow the Nazi holocaust. 

The connection between 19th-century imp-' 
e rial ism and 20th-century fascism remains his 
preoccupation as he travels through the parched 
emptiness of the desert: noting tiny incidents on 
the sites of past atrocities; collecting the vivid 
dreams that still disturb the passing European, 
and pressing them between his pages, rather as 
if they were exotic desert flowers. 

Conrad’s stOTy was written at the height of 
British imperialism, and Lindqvist establishes it 
as a thoroughgoing condemnation of colonial 
violence. He traces Conrad’s interest in the 
imperial expeditions of that time: Stanley’s tri- 
umphant return in 1889 from a three-year expe- 
dition, actually a farcical and disastrous affair, 
to rescue Emi n Pasha from “dervishes" in 
Sudan. He reviews the necessary technological 
innovations from Mr Dunlop's invention of die 
bicycle inner tube, which helped to trigger 
demand for rubber, to the weapons that made 
safe slaughter possible - gunboats, rifles and the 
“dum-dum" bullets used for stopping “savages" 
but banned from European wars. 

Some elements of Conrad’s story were lifted 
straight from outrageous reality. There really 
was a man. Captain Rom, who decorated the 
gardens of his house at Stanley Rills with the 
severed heads of 21 Africans killed during a 
punitive missions. But others are more philo- 
sophical like the idea of extinction, which 
Lindqvist traces back to Cuvier, who pointed in 
the 18th century to the extinction of prehistoric 
animal* This was elaborated in 1850 by Robert 
Knox, a race theorist who turned extermination 
into a fact of nature, arguing that “the dark 
races" were incapable of becoming civilised, and 
must instead “go under" to the Saxons. 

Charles Darwin loathed the brutality he saw 
on his travels, including the systematic exter- 
mination of Indians in the Argentine. But the 
great evolutionist still foresaw a time when the 
“savage races" would be exterminated by their 
civilised superiors. From then on, “it became 
accepted to shrug your shoulders at genocide". 

Having exposed the ideas that justified Euro- 
pean imperialism, and the extinction of native 
peoples, Lindqvist argues that the Nazi holo- 
caust had its roots in 19th-century European 
thought. Hitler grew up with the belief that 
imperialism was “biologically necessary", and 
entailed the “destruction of the lower races". 
He was convinced of the need for “living space”. 

The “Lebensraum" idea was first promoted 
by the German zoologist and geographer 
Friedrich Ratzel who in 1891 insisted that races 
of “inferior culture" died out because Euro- 
peans destroyed them in order to take their 
land Ratzel turned territorial expansion into 


the primary sign of a race’s vitality. He also 
pressed for the creation of a. German empire. 
But it was not until 1904 that Germany got 
round to exterminating the Herero of South 
West Africa, and there was little distant Leben- 
sraam left to conquer. So the logic of extermi- 
nation was brought home to Europe. Ratzel 
included Jews and gypsies with aboriginal peo- 
ple on the list of “inferior* races, fit only to be 
displaced. He also saw that the struggle for liv- 
ing space did not always have to take place far 
from Europe. Hitler was given a copy of 
Ratzel’s work in 1924 when he was in prison 
writing Man Karnpf in which he imagined 
Britain and Germany dividing up the world, 
with Germany expanding eastward. 

Such is Lindqvisfs main argument, but it 
would be quite wrong to suggest that he has writ- 
ten a mere tract about ideas. The book is pre- 
sented as a sequence of 169 short and beauti- 
fully written passages in which his stoiy is mixed 
with autobiographical reflection. In one section 
the brutality of colonialism may be traced 
through contemporary documents, while in the 
next it may be dreamed or distantly implied in 
Lindqvisfs recollections of being beaten as a 
child - something that Swedish parents were 
allowed to do “right up until 1966". 

These subjective episodes are not always 
entirely successful and editors have fried to per- 
suade Lindqvist to reduce them. Since this book 
was actually written as the third volume in a tril- 
ogy, these passages would be more resonant for 
readers familiar with the first two (which are not 
available in English). But Lindqvist has kept this 
more personal material for good reasons. It 
allows him to avoid the omniscient, and indp- 
ientiy imperialist, “I" of conventional travel- 
writing. It also enables him to suggest that some- 
thing of imperialism lives on dose to the foun- 
dation of European self-understanding - fuelling 
the fascism of Le Pen or the racists who attack 
immigrant hostels in Germany, Sweden and 
elsewhere. 

A few academics may mutter that this is not 
a proper history book, and deplore the absence 
of this year’s mandatory theorists from its foot- 
notes. But Lindqvist deserves far better than 
that. He has written an engaged and engaging 
book that the general reader can think along 
with. Were the universities ever to tire of their 
clotted labyrinths of “theory", they would hafl 
it as exemplary for its lucidity. As for travel with 
Lindqvist it has absolutely nothing to do with 
bouncing impressions off a world you can’t be 
bothered to understand. Instead it is a way of 
getting to the root of things, of sticking with 
intractable realities long after others have 
moved on, of seeing the picture frame as well 
as the black man who, at an opportune moment, 
happens to be carrying it through the dusty 
square outside the hotel window. 


New light on a total eclipse 


I t is an amazing story. Arthur Rimbaud the 
unknown 16-year-old delinquent poet, writes 
to Verlaine - established and nearly 30 - then 
turns up at the older poet’s home in Paris. Ver- 
laine fells in love with the boy and deserts his preg- 
nant wife. The two flee to London and have a vio- 
lent affair fuelled by huge amounts of alcohol. 

Verlaine eventually escapes to his mother in 
Brussels. Rimbaud follows, only to say he’s leav- 
ing Verlaine. Verlaine begs him to stay; Rimbaud 
says no. Verlaine shoots him with a revolver, hits 
him in the arm. goes to prison. Rimbaud tries Eng- 
land again - weirdly, he turns up in Reading m 
1874 - before abandoning literature and working 
as a trader in Aden and Ethiopia for the last 11 
years of his life. He came back to France in 1891 
to die. Verlaine died five years later. Both were 
victims of boheraianism at its most exultant 
The first quarter of Charles Nicholl’s book 
recounts Rimbaud's earlier life with Verlaine. It 
is written in high focus, with a strong narrative 
drive, because much was happening and there is 
substantial documentation. Then, as Rimbaud 
embarks on his African period in 1880, the style . 
changes. It falters and drifts in an atmosphere of 
tropical reverie, hashish dream and sandstorm. 

We are among nostaigicyeamings, sun-yellowed 
extracts from forgotten company ledgers, conjec- 
ture, a stream of exotic places and few events. The 
documentary back-up for this phase is negligible 
- Rimbaud’s few letters home and the recollec- 
tions of commercial colleagues. Whatever there 
may be of hard-core evidence Nicholl has assid- 
uously traced. Bui it doesn’t amount to a picture. 

The dossier-like form of the ensuing book and 
its author’s feline performance with very specu- 
lative material present a constant tease. Perhaps 
we shall soon come to somewhere; perhaps we 
shall even meet Rimbaud, strangely sensed as one 
who wherever you turn up, has just left the room. 
Certain of Nicholl’s tricks do not feel right. The 


Somebody Else: Arthur Rimbaud in Africa 188Q81 

by Charles Nicholl, Cape, £18.99 

on-the-road Bob Dylan sub-theme is pure hippy 
sentimentality. The switches from past to-present 
tense in historical passages is bogus originality. The 
present tense in biographical work always comes 
across as mannered, though not in autobiography. 
In autobiography the present tense brings one 
closer to the subject, whereas in biography it takes 
one further away. So the present is obviously less 
grating when Nicholl employs it to recount his own 
recent journeys in Rimbaud’s footsteps. 

Yet Nicholl keeps himself quite as much of a 
ghost as Rimbaud, in what one may call the peep- 
ing-Tbm school of travel writing (Bruce Chatwm 
and Colin Tbubron are the recent masters). The 
author says “Just go about your affairs as though 
1 weren’t here", which produces endless scene-set- 
ting and no adventure. Nicholl gives us a superb 
description of the arrival of evening in Djibouti - 
an evening on which nothing whatsoever happens. 

The avoidance of emotional contact is very Eng- 
lish and maybe even appropriate. In Africa, Rim- 
baud sought to turn himself into a stoical, 
abstracted Englishman. Previously he’d been out- 
rageously the Parisian artist, extravagantly self- 
aware and expressive, pushing poetry off all sorts 
of cliffs. 

Eventually one adjusts. to Nicholl’s oscillation 
of unrealised possibilities and shifts of perspective, 
even when the background swallows up the fore- 
ground. When, for example, a paragraph referring 
to some obscure record Nidioll has managed to 
locate begins “There are 14 camel-suppliers - 
named", one knows one’s going to be taken 
.through the whole loL Yet one accepts it because 
in such a remote, formless terrain of feint echoes 
and heat-haze, there isn’t much else to do. 

Unexpectedly, one comes away with more than 
a ghost. Nicholl quotes Rimbaud’s prescient line: 


“Exiled here, I had a stage on which to perform 
dramatic masterpieces". They were very private 
masterpieces too. Thankfully his colleagues were 
less reticent. One describes him as “closed-up”. 
Another said “He was, it was plain to see, an 
embittered and irascible man”. His hair went pre- 
maturely grey. He took an Abyssinian mistress but 
there were no children and his greatest emotional 
attachment was to a servant boy. A part of him 
was somehow ego-less, picking up local lan- 
guages very quickly and slipping effortlessly 
into the Thythms of native iife. He traded in 
gold, ivory, guns, earthenware jugs of his own 
design, but not slaves. 

It also becomes very dear what drove Ver 
laine mad. Rimbaud was the classic pain-in 
the-neck adolescent, relentlessly sarcastic, 
clever, surly, Tmcooperative. He seems to have 
stayed that way. There is a terrible stubborn- 
ness against life in Rimbaud. Nicholl refers to 
“The horror of stasis: to arrive at the empty 
inn, at the end of the adventure, and find 
your old self waiting for you". If you 
refuse to read with life this is what will hap- 
pen. 

Nicholl doesn’t investigate the crassness 
- or divine idiocy - in Rimbaud, the 
refusal to connect or care about anything 
or anybody. Nor, in a book fundamentally 
about the need to escape, does be pursue 
that great idea either. Why did Rimbaud 
need to escape so completely? Why did 
he stop writing? Why, for that matter, 
did he start writing? What is the con- 
nection between poetry and fury? 

Lists of camel-suppliers are all 
very well but some intellectual 
•exploration to parallel the geo- 
graphical would have been fruit 
fill. 

The end is ghastly and mov- 


ingly rendered. Rimbaud returns to France with 
a severe leg infection. The leg is amputated. He 
becomes trapped in a Marseille hospital between 
his need to go north to his family and south to 

Africa. He dies 
there, watched 
over by a sister, 
and Rim- 
baud’s morose- 
ness at last 
attains its Hamlet- 
like nobility. 



Ritual masks 
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Independent choice: 
American 

crime writing - Bffjr 
by Nick Kimberley 

F or decades American writers have been 
the most adept at exploiting crime fiction 
in all its forms, but the evidence here 
suggests that those forms have become so 
encrusted with decorative excrescences that 
they no longer function. Some might take as 
proof of that malfunction a collection of 
essays such as Criminal Proceedings: the 
contemporary American crime novel, edited 
by Peter Messent (Pluto, £13.99). It’s not that 
popular literature is beneath critical rigour, but 
does rigour need to have such a dead hand? 

Or perhaps the cultural-studies essay itself 
is generic, bound by rules none may break. 
One such is that your title must come in two 
sections: first the punchline; then the 
apologetic explanation. You know the form: 
“Law Crimes: The Legal Fictions of John 
Grisham and Scott Turow"; “Policing the 
Margins: Barbara Wilson's Gaudi Afternoon 
and Troubles in Transyhwiia ", and so on. 

In his introduction. Messent suggests that 
the private eye novel no longer works as “far 
as the representation of criminal activity and 
its containment goes". Td say that, even for 
Chandler, “containment" was not on the 
agenda; but too many recent US crime novels 
seem content with the familiar comforts of 
the fust person *T" of the private eye. What 
has changed is the form that eye lakes: “he" 
may be a she, and she may be a skip tracer. So 
it is with Janet Evanovich's Three to Get 
Deadly (Hamish Hamilton. £13.99). Stephanie 
Plum calls herself a “bounty hunter" but is 

otherwise a 

— traditional 

if ]T :1 r private eye, 

Ki ' working outside 

the system to 
bring justice to 
the 

* • downtrodden. 

No problem 
there, but 

Evanovich sees 

the private eye as 
a lifestyle option. 

- - — - - What matters is 

l „i m n„ MW innmi that Plum drives 

saen isss the wrong (read: 

— right) kind of car. 

Pick of the week the wrong 

Easter by <%£££? 

Joel KOse the wrong (read; 

right) town and is 

the wrong (read: right) gender. 

Such tiny inversions change nothing. Plum 
is a standard-issue saint with a gun, though 
not as outmoded as the detective in Lawrence 
Block’s The Burglar in the Library (No Exit 
Press, £16.99) - the eighth of Block’s novels to 
feature Bernie Rhodenbarr, bookseller, 
burglar and solver of mysteries. Block is a 
witty writer, aware of the games he plays with 
convention, but here they become mannered. 
He resuscitates the locked zoom mystery, and 
even places his murders in an English country 
house, albeit one in upstate New York. 

This is apparently an application to join 
that mainly British club of crime novelists 
identified by Julian Symons as farceurs. Here 
we demand more grime and grit from US 
crime fiction. James Lee Burke duly obliges in 
Cimarron Rose (Orion, £16.99). Burke's PI 
is Billy Bob Holland, a hairy-chested lawyer 
racked with guilt but determined to bring 
tenor to a Texas town as corruption threatens. 
He’s tough and tender but, like Stephanie 
Plum, he has too many points to make. . 

Vfelter Mosley's Gone Fishin' (Serpent's 
Tail, £9.99) is the sixth of his Easy Rawlins 
novels to be published, but the first he wrote. 
Here Easy has still to acquire the badges of 
generic acceptability: he hasn't yet seen action 
in World War Two, he hasn’t moved to 
California, in some ways he hasn’t even 
acquired foil negritude . That provisional status 
gives him and his accomplice. Mouse 
Alexander, licence to roam. In one virtuoso 
scene of Southern Gothic, Mosley spends 
pages on a black preacher's sermon in a town 
called Pariah, while Mouse brilliantly 
encapsulates the hardboiled credo: “I think 
wit' my mouf". Only 150 pages Jong, Gone 
Fishin ’ is sprawling, inchoate, exhilarating. 

Someone else who thinks with his mouth is 
Joey One-V&y, the sullen hero of Joel Rose's 
Kill Kill Faster Faster (Rebel Inc, £6.99). 
Lurching in and out of first-person narrative, 
Joey doesn’t fit in high society, nor is he your 
conventional lowlife. Yet be can talk about 
the “critic” and “everyman", and characterise 
the food in the River Cafe (Brooklyn model) 
as “drizzle on the plate." In prose tike a 
breathless incantation. Rose has written a 
witty and poetic variation on several genres: 
tough guy, proletarian, prison, rags to empty 
riches. And not a private eye in sight. 


Pick of the week 

Kill Kill Faster Faster by 
Joel Rose 
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Paperbacks 


By Christopher Hirst 
and Emma Hagestadt t ; 


Tickle the Public by Matthew Engel 
(Indigo, £8.99) Delighting in his rackety 
source material, Engel stuffs his history 
of the popular press with quotes. Vivid 
prose came early - an 1825 boring 
report describes “gravy distilling from 
damaged squinters" - but Harmsworth’s 
1895 Daily Mail was the first successful 
pop news “package”. Engel profiles 
successive market leaders up to the Sim 
under Kelvin Mackenzie, whose 
innovation was “to change the facts to 
suit his idea of what was required”. Not 
that Engel is censorius: “MacKenzie is a 
genius. No other word wifi do.” Unlike 
most studies of the media, this work is 
as pithy and eatertaioing as its subject. 


Learning to Drive by William Norwich 
(Review, £6.99) It’s summer in 1980s 
New York. “Papa, don’t Preach” is 
playing on the radio, Soho is booming 
and Julian On-, a 37-year-old gossip 
columnist, is en route to his driving test. 
Two hours later he's navigating round 
Queens with a corpse on his bonnet and 
a revolver at his bead. Journo William 
Norwich's first novel takes a few chapters 
to get going, but this particular bonfire of 
the calamities is well worth the wait 


Running the Amazon by Joe Kane (Pan, 
£7.99) The 1986 expedition which aimed 
to navigate the Amazon from its 
Andean source ro the Atlantic 
encountered a plethora of obstacles. At 
impassable cdrkscrew gorges, the kayaks 
had to be lugged over mountain ridges. 
Later, the canoeists were all but 
drowned by titanic white waters. Nor 
were they safe on land, being forced at 
gun-point to make a contribution (five 
cans of tuna) to the Shining Path. But 
the main problem faced by the 
multinational team was internal, a 
simmering antagonism which eventually 
exploded in turbulent break-up. 


Dickie edited by Brian Scovell (Corgi, 


£6.99) These tributes to the twittery, but 
much-loved ex-umpire Harold Bind 


much-loved ex-umpire Harold Bind 
range from John Major to Dickie's 
pharmacist in Barnsley (“he used to 
take garlic pills and now takes cod-liver 
oil tablets”). Most contributions are a 
mite predictable: “One of the game's 
great characters" (M Gatting). But 
Mike “Bonko” Brearley cites Aristotle, 
Martin Johnson of the Telegraph quotes 
Dickie on his dream life: "Aye, woke up 
at four. Terrible dream. It were those 
boogers Wasira and Waqar appealing 
for Ibws again.” A fine selection of 
photos reveals Dickie “like a tree bent 
and moulded by the prevailing wind" 
(M Parkinson). 


My Silver Shoes by Nell Dunn 
(Bloomsbury, £5.99) Next time Joy goes 
out with someone she’s going to tell 
them the truth - about her mum. Glad, 
(going senile), her son (an army deserter) 
and her council flat (drab). This sequel to 
Nell Dunn's classic novel Poor Con- 
catches up with Joy and Glad 30 years on 
as the)’ cadge fags and lose boyfriends on 
an estate in South London. 


Eight German Novellas new translations 
by Michael Fleming (Oxford, £6.99) 

This collection of fantastic and eccentric 
tales by Ludwjg neck. Georg Buchner, 
Theodor Storm ei al features as much 
bad weather as Wuthering Heights, 
though 19th-centuiy Germans were 
more excited by jewel-laying birds and 
witches than brooding farmhands and 
fallen women. Particularly windy is 
Storm’s “The White Horse Rider" , a 
ghost story set in the fenlands of 
Schleswig Holstein. 


Audiobooks 



T wo hours of nonstop agonies and 
i ecstaries of “the handsomest man in 
England” is hand ro lake bur, consumed 
in short chunks, Rupert Brooke: his life 
and poetry (CSA Telltapes, 2hrs, £8.49) is 
excellent listening. The combination of 
Mike Read’s no-nonsense gallop through 
the poet’s short life and Douglas Hodge's 
eager reading of the poems works welL 


Christina Hardyment 
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The mother of 


all baffles 


The Men Who Murdered Marilyn by 
Matthew Smith (Bloomsbury, £6.99) 

The title of this superior exercise in the ^ 
conspiracy genre gives the game away J? 
not that we get to know the names. T- 
Through a deadpan accumulation oftiii£ 
facts. Smith reveals that Monroe was in 
deep waters. Lead players in the story ’ 
include the Kennedy brothers and their ’ 
sleazy gofer Peter Lawford, mobster 
Jimmy Hoffa and the Mafia. But Smith - 
points his finger at the CIA and “the " 
venomous hatred [for the Kennedysj of ; 
the Bay of Pigs survivors” 


Nicholas Royle loses the plot 
but enjoys a firework display 


The Days of Miracles and Wntes by Sinw UwM. 
Canongate, £16.99 


S imon Louvish must have 
been dreading this 
moment It was in these 
pages that he gave Tibor Fis- 
cher's The Collector Collector 
such a rubbishing (“this book 




istruty terrible”) that he must ticulariygeb^antineworldof 
have been living in fear of ^dcUe Eastern 
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The Weird West: a landscape by Edward Weston from ‘American Photography 1890-1965’ (Thames & Hudson, £19.95) 


Farewell, New Croydon 


B en Bradford, the narrator 
of Douglas Kennedy’ s sec- 
ond novel, always wanted 
to be a globetrotting 
photo-journalist but has instead 
become a Wall Street lawyer with 
the usual wife and two kids and a 
home in the posh Connecticut 
commuter town of New Croydon. 
Kennedy, New York-born but now 
a Londoner, collected a million- 
dollar-ptus advance for the US 
rights to 77it' Big Picture. One thing 
the Americans will not get for 
their money is the Croydon joke. 
They'll read it, but they won’t get 
it, .as it gpes way. over them heads 
and . appeals purely to the British '• 
readerehip-JD-Tice touch. ', .. \ 

Ben still plays with his impressive 
collection of cameras and dark- 
room equipment, but is finding that 
domestic security is “its own form 
of hell”. Actually, all we are shown 
on that front is the horrors of 
nappy-changing and the dull train 
ride to Grand Central. Ben’s real 
problems are more to do with the 
fact that his bitchy wife Beth is hav- 
ing it off with a neighbour. 

Beth is a failed novelist who 
blames Ben for making her fail by 
tying her down. Since her novels 
were all of the precious autobio- 
graphical kind (“That autumn , 
under a salmon sky. my mother 
began to sew a quilt in our back 


The sheer velocity of coincidence 
in a million-dollar thriller leaves 
Hugo Barnacle exhausted 


The Big Picture by Douglas Kennedy, 

Abacus, £16.99 hardback, £9.99 paperback 


yard”), she could well be kidding 
herself. Then again, Kennedy has 
done all right despite some pretty 
poor writing, as when Ben takes 
the helm of a fast yacht and says. 
“The'Sheer velocity of speed held 
me iirjts thrall." so the reader may 
prefe^ to give Beth the benefit of 
the doubt 

The obvious question, with mid- 
life crisis imminent, is whether 
Ben’s chances of throwing off sub- 
urban shackles and succeeding in 
photography are any better. It 
turns out they are, surprisingly so. 
Beth merely dreams of escape 
through adultery but Ben takes a 
more radical approach. 

He confronts Beth’s lover, kills 
him, uses the body to fake his own 
death by fire, takes over the dead 
man’s identity and trust-fund inher- 
itance and runs off to start a new' 
life in Montana. There, the beau- 
tiful picture editor of the local 
paper falls for him. his portraits of 


Montana people are 'acclaimed as 
“terrific” and “fantastic”, and his 
reportage of a forest fire brings him 
national fame. 

Unfortunately it also brings an 
inquisitive Beth and her new sugar- 
daddy husband to his opening of the 
“Montana Faces” exhibition, so Ben 
has to do another burikarid “die”all 
over again. This is easy, because the 
one man who has discovered his 
secret suffers a fatal accident in a 
lonely place within minutes of 
issuing a blackmail demand, so 
there’s another body handy. Phew. 
The only difficulty is that if Ben 
wants to hang on to the beautiful 
picture editor he will have to tell 
ail. which could place as severe a 
strain on her love as Kennedy 
places on our credulity. 

A novelist like Geoff Nicholson 
could probably make a good black 
farce out of this story. but Kennedy 
seems to be playing it straight. The- 
Croydon joke finds no successors to 


speak of, and the emphasis on Ben’s 
grief at leaving his sons behind, the 
conventional romance and the trav- 
elogue-style meditations on the vast 
Montana landscape resist an ironic 
approach. The use of convenient 
unlikelihoods - the murder victim’s 
lack of relatives, the fact that Ben 
happens to be passing when the for- 
est fire breaks out, and the black- 
mailer’s ludicrously prompt demise 
- is apparently meant to be your 
average kind of sleight-of-hand, not 
a deliberate alienation technique. 

Neither does Kennedy acknowl- 
edge the weird shifts of tone that 
take us from the Richard Ford 
opening to the Patricia Highsmith 
mid-section (the murder and its 
"aftermath recall' Ripley Under 
Ground) to the Hollywood silliness 
of the rest. So far as one can tell, he 
hasn't noticed and doesn’t expect us 
lo either. 

It is easy to like The Big Picture 
but hard to admire it. You keep on 
reading, mostly to see just how 
absurd it can get. After a certain 
point, the whole novel amounts to 
no more than a nakedly earnest 
pitch for a movie. Fox now have 
screen rights, but they’ll probably 
change the title, already used for a 
satire on Hollywood directed by 
Christopher Guest of Spinal Tap 
fame. So even if the film succeeds, 
the book will soon be forgotten. 


either a nocturnal visit from a 
thought-gang of Hungarian 
hitmen or a tit-for-tat review 
by Fischer of The Days of Mir- 
acles and Wonders. But Lou- 
vish got lucky. He got me, 
Well, maybe not that lucky. 

“How do you describe the 
indescribable?” asks the blurb. 
Good question. In essence, 
this is a novel about western 
hypocrisy in the Gulf Wax. but 
the fall’ of the communist 
regimes and an engaging sub- 
plot about a frustrated author 
with murderous intentioas 
towards his former publisher 
are also entangled After hav- 
ing read the entire 440 pages, 
i I would have a job to tell you 
much more than that about 
what is actually going on. 
There’s the return of Avratn 
Blok, from Lou vish's previous 
novels: this 

time, he's a j 

therapist in an N()W 

East London 1 ww \ 

sanatorium. IwKf 

There is, bewil- ■ 

deringly, a part nm/pli 1 
for Richard the HUVCII 
Lionheart and a 
role for Rupert Ol Ivl I 

Sheldrake’s the- w™*, 

ory of moiphic TFl IM 

resonance. And ■ ■■_■ ■ - i 

there's a kid- little I 

napping. . A 

what Lou- an d j 

vish has in UMW 

spades is ideas. 

Danny Hohenlohe, the embit- 
tered writer, used to have 
plenty as well. He even reveals 
their source: “an old Chinese 
hock shop on Orchard Street, 
Lower East Side New York. 
The proprietor was a very old 
man who had been an aide-de- 
camp to Chiang Kai-shek ... 
Now he sold notions to novel- 
ists and short-story writers in 
little bottles and flasks". 

Now, I get my ideas from 
passenger jets en route to 
Heathrow whieh drop them 
through the skylight in my 
loft and I have to wonder if 
Louvish lives under the same 
flightpath. But I don't only like 
his ideas for having had a cou- 
ple of them myself (the dream 
in which the Ceausescus com- 
mandeer the dreamer’s car 
and the image of a dead man 
playing the clarinet will be 
familiar to readers of my last 


the Gulf War. He possesses an 
enviable range of voice-tones 
and a useful command of irony. 
“I adore the English” says one 
character. “Your Pilkington 
nigh t-sights are an invaluable 
asset in the counter-insurgency 
field. Your Marconi smart 
mines are a whole generation 
ahead of your competitors”. 
Some of his funniest moments 
come when be turns his gaze on 
Britain (and it’s difficult to 
know where Louvish - bom in 
Glasgow, raised in Jerusalem, 
resident in London — considers 
home). “Satellite-television 
salesmen pile out of a Volk- 
swagen van with striped shirts 
and peaked red caps, grabbing 
unwary passersby and forcing 
them, by painful judo holds, to 
accept free subscriptions to 
extra-terrestrial broadcasts, by 
a newstand 


‘Now he sold 
notions to 
novelists and 
short-story 
writers in 
little bottles 

and flasks’ 


poster which 
"If* COln proclaims: 

K? OUIU SADD am 

ne | rx GIVEN LAST 
NO lil CHANCE”. 

^ Gulf 
On Ivl War is always 

■story 

- ground, but 

IS in ’ given the 

cacophony of 
K)ttl6S voices (you 
■ wfll lose count 
gclfC 1 of the number 
of narrators) 
and the mad- 
cap grab-bag nature of the 
novel, it’s hard for Jong 
stretches to stay with the plot 
Not even an apprenticeship 
spent ploughing through the 
nouxeaux romans of Nathalie 
Sarraute and the later works 
of Robbe-Grillet will quite 
prepare you for The Days of 
Miracles and Wonders. Which 
is a shame, because when 
you’ve hacked your way 
through the undergrowth and 
finally reached a clearing in 
the text it’s a relief to be 
mugged by the sudden clarity 
of the writing, and by the 
emotional impact of the 
hostage release and the 
famously ruthless 1 Allied 
attack on a Mecca-bound col- 
umn. The last thing on Lou- 
vish's mind should be shooting 
editors with the help of one. 
this could have been a master- 
piece. 


Sketches in 
freehand 


David Dabydeen 
rejoices in 
Guyana’s new 
creative dawn 


The Ministry of Hope by Roy Heath, 
Marion Boyars, £16. 95 


R oy Heath’s fiction is wholly 
based in Guyana and explores 
family tensions mired in the 
country’s social and political 
upheavals. His acknowledged talent, 
in novels like The Murderer, is the 
exposure of passions that can climax 
in a terrifying disintegration of moral- 
ity. His new novel is no different. It 
reveals the nature of Guyana's decay 
between 1966 and 1992, a period 
when the Americans, hysterically fear- 
ful of communism, established and 
financed a fasristic regime. Political 
patronage, sexual thuggery, kleptoma- 
nia and killings bankrupt the society, 
both morally and economically. Various 
forms of migration offer the only escape 
from the net of deceit and intrigue. 

That Heath is able to name actual 
characters as murderers and victims 
testifies to the continuing role of the 
wnter as political witness and archivist. 
It is also an acknowledgement of the 
spirit of openness in Guyana today. 
The post-Cold War period has seen a 
blooming of literature in Guyana that 
seeks not only to name the evils of the 
past but also to signpost the future. 

Heath’s hopefulness lies in the 
redemptive possibilities of art. His 
characters are variously trapped and 
muted In systems of greed, but each 
continues to struggle towards self- 
expression. The hero. Kwaku. is a fake 


herbalist heaJer and small-time hustler. 
but his garrulity and incessant story- 
telling mark him out as a folk artist He 
is a wonderful liar, but his lies are life- 
giving. They create humour, whereas 
the lies of the politician are cynical and 
lack metaphorical colour. 

The novel’s theme, of an versus 
power, is made explicit in the charac- 
ter of Surinam, a pa inter who will not 
exhibit for tourists and whose refusal 
to sell himself contrasts with the politi- 
cian’s norm. Surinam's descent into 
madness mirrors the condition of bis 
society. Anne Correia is a budding 
painter who ends up as the mistress of 
a corrupt minister. Her eventual 
escape is nor a migration into the sub- 
conscious, as with Surinam, but to a 
remote part of Guyana where she lives 
among a pre-Columbian tribe. 

Of course there is a certain hol- 
lowness in her utopianism, and Heath 
describes her escape to “a world far 
removed from coastal certainties" in 
Conradian terms . Kwaku is a story- 
telling liar; Surinam a rather precious 
artist; and Anne a seeker after bogus , 
innocence. But for all their failings and 
lack of genuine artistic talent, they 
share a desire to cleanse themselves 
of the corruption of their environmenL 

Heath’s novel is Guyanese not only 
in its social landscape but in its attempt 
at a native structure. The novel is pop- 
ulated with unevenly developed char- 
acters, and the narrative is inter- 
rupted by the sudden reappearance of 
some minor or unfinished figure. Long 
conversations end inconclusively, or 
else there are seemingly unnecessary 
digressions. Such refusal to come to 
the point can be irritating to a British 
reader. The lack of finish, however, 
conveys the spontaneity of Guyanese 
“oratiirc” v and challenges our expec- 
tations of wbat a novel should be. 



Sunset boulevards 


E Jane Dickson on the expats’ twilight 


Kowloon Tong by Paul Theroux, Hamish Hamilton, £16.99 


Roy Heath: writer as political witness 



Paul Theroux; strong taste of Hong Kong 


N eville “Bunt" Mullard is the 
proprietor of Imperial Stitching 
in Hong Kong, a tidy business 
specialising in the manufacture of 
elaborate badges for the breast pock- 
ets of British club blazers. Bunt (short 
for Baby Bunting) is 43 but lives with 
his mother in a house called Albion 
Cottage. He drives a 1958 Rover and 
listens to the news on an ancient 
Roberts Radio. The stuff of Bunt's 
daily life is made in Britain, built to last, 
but with the imminent handover of the 
colony to China, the durability of all 
things British is ironically beside the 
point Paul Theroux is not a man to 
stint the sign (tiers. His latest novel, 
Kowloon Tong, can at times resemble 
a piece of Baroque statuary, so heav- 
ily encrusted with allegory that the sub- 
ject seems to droop under the weigh L 
Theroux has rejected a panoramic 
vision of Hong Kong in its last days of 
empire for a straightforward domestic 
narrative. Bunt and his mother, Betty, 
are approached by the sinister Mr 
Hung, a representative of the Chinese 
army who wants to buy the auspiciously 
sited Imperial Stitching building. Bunt 
at first refuses to take the “Chinky- 
Chonk” seriously, but it becomes clear 
that Mr Hung’s “offer” is more in the 
nature of a requisition. 

Blustering and bewildered. Bunt 
serves as a kind of expat eveiyraan: 
“When had the subject peoples of the 
British empire ever been anything but 
riddles? The Chinese were a supreme 
and slitty example of that. They were 
always out of focus, and the nearer you 
got to them the harder thev were to 
see.” By the time Bunt adjusts his focus 
to the new reality, the game is up. 

An habitue of Kowloon’s “blue 
bars’’. Bunt fails to find relief in sex. 
“Sex was a balancing act that always 
ended in failure, a fall, a sense of hav- 


ing slipped and been inattentive: of not 
knowing how to explain it. \bu refused 
to remember it, and when you tried 
again the failure was repeated." 

Such attentive articulation of com- 
plex emotion marks Theroux as a 
writer at the height of his powers, and 
makes the reader all the more impa- 
tient with the slapdash characterisation 
in the bulk of the novel. Mr Hung is 
given one brilliantly paced scene 
explaining the esoteric pleasures of 
Chinese cuisine: “*This is delicious 
because it has been strung up 7 he said 
'You know hpw? Some string - tie it\ 
He made deft throttling and knotting 
gestures with his fingers. Truss it well 
and hang it for days. Let it air dry. Just 
dangle there,”" "Die rest of the time, 
however, Hung is your standard 
inscrutable, straight from the files of 
Charlie Chan. 

Similarly, Betty Mullard with her 
slipping dentures and racist remarks is 
a grand guignol horror, a cross between 
Maggie Thatcher and Giles’s Grandma. 
Nuances of speech are lovingly ohseived, 
but occasionally jar. The racism and vul- 
garity of the expats are surety best left 
unembellished. And when was the last 
time a doughty matron readied for her 
“gamp" when the weather turned nasty? 

Unsurprisingly, some of the best pas- 
sages of Kowloon Tong are Theroux’s 
evocation of atmosphere. Long after 
the book is finished, the taste of Hong 
Kong- the gritty air and bus fumes, the 
stewed steam of the mottled sea-water 
sloshing against the pier, the foul dust 
from the land reclamation - is vivid in 
the reader’s mouth. Patchily accom- 
plished, but always readable, Kowloon 
Tong hovers between realism and satire. 
If itis realism, the characters are too 
gross. If it is satire, the story is top smalL 
The problem - not perhaps such a big 
one - is a problem of scale. 


tra 


novel. Saxophone Dreams . I 
blame raqrpbic resonance). 

Louvish ’s prose is energetic 
and flexible, well up to the chal- 
lenge posed by its freight of 
ideas and subject matter, par- 
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travel & outdoors 



On the 30th 
birthday of 
the Kinks' 
chartbuster, 
i Waterloo Sunset, 
Simon Calder 
takes a lyrical 
trip around SE1 


T hirty years ago. this was a busy- 
week in pop music. Scott 
Mackenzie's only hit - “San Fran-' 
cisco (be sure to wear some flow- 
ers in your hair)” - hit the US 
charts. Jn Britain, the summer of love was 
a less glamorous affair. The new arrival 
here was “Waterloo Sunset” by the Kinks. 

Ray Davies’s gentle love song revolves 
at 45 rpm around one of the least cele- 
brated but most magical areas of London: 
the scruffy sweep of shoreline bounded 
by Westminster and Blackfriars bridges. 
Armed with a selection of lines from the 
lyrics, you can spend one line day on the 
not-too-long and winding roads of SE1. 

“Dirty old river, must you keep rolling ..." 
The Thames throws a massive loop around 
Waterloo, thereby endowing the area with 
spectacular river views. The bulge of land 
that comprises the Waterloo peninsula pro- 
vides a fine 180-degree prospect, sweep- 
ing from St Paul's Cathedral to the Houses 
of Parliament - now. as in 1967* domi- 
nated by a Labour government 
Dirty? The Thames is not nearly as niffy 
as it was when it acted as main sewer for 
the whole of London, but probably notyet 
sparklingly clean enough for a day at the 
beach. A shame, because when the 
Thames is suitably low, some genuinely 
sandy beaches are revealed on the south 
bank. Low tides this week have revealed 
a good few patches of grade one sand. 

The most accessible beach is just in 
front of the Oxo Tower - a fanciful red- 
brick creation that is the most glorious 
architectural advertisement for stock 
cubes. Follow the signs for the National 
Theatre, then walk east along the river- 
side walk until you're just in front of the 
tower. A ladder leads down to the sand; 
don’t try this at high tide. If the clouds 
interrupt your sunbathing.wander further 
along the shore to the Anchor pub, 
where Tbtn Cruise sank a pint at the end 
of Mission Impossible. 

Old? Certainly the Thames followed 
the same course in Roman times, which 
is when the invaders set a sociological 
precedent bv deciding they preferred 
north of the Thames. The reason was not 
that chariot drivers refused to go south of 
the river after dark fas taxi drivers are 
loath to do today), but because the shore 
comprised mostly uninhabitable marsh- 
land. The swamp was drained in medieval 
times, but is remembered in street names 
like Lower Marsh - now a straggly mar- 
ket. The neighbourhood took the name 
of Waterloo from the vast mid-Viciorian- 
meets-21st century railway station, whose 
platforms lope across SHI for half a mile. 



Flipside of Waterloo: the 
Kinks, centre, put the area 
on the map, even before 
Euros tar made it a mainline 
attraction 

PHOTOGRAPHS; GEOFFREY KATZ/ 
COLORIFIC!; GRAHAM HARRISON/ 
TELEGRAPH LIBRARY; MIKE 
McOlfEEN, MICHAEL HARRIS AND 
JASON HAWKESTONY STONE 


“People so busy, makes me feel dizzy" 
Since the Eurostar terminal opened in 
1994, ^fcterioo has straggled with its new 
role of international gateway. Because of 
work on the Jubilee Line extension and 
the old Bakerloo Line, the station has 
been a shambles throughout the 1990s, 
with millions of people swarming like flies 
around Vfeterioo’s one remaining under- 
ground line, the Northern. No doubt taxi 
Lights shine so bright because the drivers 
are getting so much extra business. 

Tourists who persevere with London’s 
biggest building site are rewarded with- 
some of the capital's greatest attractions. 
The water in the new Aquarium, which 
occupies part of County Hall, is much 
cleaner than that in the river, '(he GLC 
politicians were evicted from the capital's 
seat of government in 1986, and replaced 
six weeks ago by a bunch of sharks. 

The Museum of the Moving Image is 
the best concealed in London, buried 
beneath the southern approach to ‘Water- 
loo Bridge. It traces the flickering story 
of film and television, but for dizzy old 
Sixties hippies the most appealing fea- 
ture is the collection of ancient TV 
advertisements. 


lb avoid the dizzying crowds at MOML 
head towards the sunset in the direction of 
St Thomas’s Hospital. The Florence 
Nightingale is the smallest yet most star- 
tling museum in SE1. You discover that the 
Lady performed most of her Lamp duties 
just across the Bosphorus from Istanbul, 
well away from the Crimean theatre of war. 

“Every day I look at the world from my 
window" 

Ray Davies is a Muswell Hill man, born 
and bred in London N10. If he were ever 
to move south of the Thames, though, he 
should choose Roupell Street. Amid the 
shambles tbat surrounds Waterloo East 
station, this handsome early 19th-century 
thoroughfare could be a movie set Aside 
from the archbishop’s residence at Lam- 
beth Palace, this is the most desirable 
address in SE1. The views are better, 
mind, from the apartments carved out of 
the old Shell Building that bullies its way 
on to the riverside. And the added bonus 
for residents is tbat they look away from, 
rather than towards the Shell Building, a 
structure that looks as if it was imposed 
on Waterloo by someone with a grudge 
against society and a giant Lego outfit 


“Teny meets Julie, Waterloo Station, 
every Friday night" 

And whjmot? Waterloo is quite the most 
romantic place in London. Amorous 
weekends, to Paris begin and end at the 
Waterloo Eurostar terminal. But Parisians 
coming to London get much the better 
deal; while the area around the Gare du 
Nord is in a remote part of the capital, 
French weekenders to Britain arrive in the 
heart of London. Within five minutes, 
Thierry et Jules can be hand-in-hand on 
the Riverside Walk - a location beloved 
of film producers. 

When the makers of Four Weddings and 
a Funeral wanted the perfect place for the 
corniest line in the film - Hugh Grant 
stammering to And! McDowell: “In the 
words of David Cassidy, while he was still 
with the Partridge Family, *1 think I love 
you’” - they chose the promenade just 
outside the National Film Theatre. 

Busier , the film story of the Great Train 
Robber, ended at the same place, with Phil 
Collins manning a flower stall. The real 
Buster Edwards was a florist, but his stall 
was located underneath the rail arch on 
Waterloo Road. The local hero is no more; 
he hanged himself three years ago. 


“I am so lazy, don’t want to wander, i 
stay at home at night" 

Anyone staying home at night is missing 
an extraordinary concentration of enter- 
tainment. Within a quarter-mile square, 
the Royal National Theatre has three 
audtttoria plus live foyer performances; the 
Queen Elizabeth Hall stages the likes of 
Ray Davies, and, when it Is not hosting 
Labour’s victoiy party, the Royal Festival 
Hall is one of Britain’s leading music 
venues. On Baylis Road, you find a cou- 
ple of Vies (one Old, one Young), and the 
local cinema is the National Film Theatre. 

Thie, some of the local pubs are the 
roughest this side of Whitechapel, but 
decent places to eat have proliferated 
along Waterloo Read in the past four years. 
The old fire station has become a trendy 
restaurant called the Old Fire Station, the 
flash of blue adjacent to the Old Vic sig- 
nifies the Bar Central, and the best fish and 
chips in the South are served at Superfish 
at number 191 -you can tell by tbe dozens 
of taxis parked outside each evening. 

“And I don’t feel afraid" 

Seek sanctuary ou Waterloo Road. St 
John the Evangelist lacks the status and 


architecture of Southwark Cathedral, a 
mile downriver, but it has an intriguing his- 
tory. “Built by a grateful nation in Thanks- 
giving for the victory of Waterloo”, 
announces the plaque within the milky 
neo-Oassical columns. The tablet then tells 
of 8 December 1940, when tbe church took 
a direct hit from a German bomb: 

“This Waterloo church, stoutly built by 
fine builders, took the shock and shud- 
dered to her depths. In those depths 150 
people, including the parish priest, were 
assembled. Tbe old church, the mother of 
souls in the parish, true to her maternal 
instinct, gathered the full force of the blast 
into her heart and gave her life for her 
children. Nobody was hurt.” 

The church was rebuilt to become tbe 
Christian Centre for the Festival of 
Britain in 1951, and is now the only British 
church to be sponsored by Eurostar. 

“Teny and Julie cross over the river, 
where they feel safe and sound” 
Perhaps the lovers are anxious about the 
homeless people who inhabit foe Bull 
Ring - a circular concrete monstrosity 
whose undercarriage conceals the under- 
class of SE1. But m 10 years of living in 
Waterloo, I have never encountered any 
hostility from the impoverished residents. 

“As kmg as they gaze on Waterloo sun- 
set, they are in paradise” 

The view from the bridge has changed 
surprisingly little in tbe past 30 years, and 
even Monet - who rented a room in the 
Savoy Hotel whence he painted the 
bridge obsessively a century ago - would 
recognise the scene. On the South Bank, 
brutalist concrete has risen from wartime 
dereliction (and romantic strollers prob- 
ably wish it hadn't). To the north, the most 
notable addition is the Eighties embell- 
ishment of Charing Cross Station. But tbe 
structure barely impedes the capital’s 
miraculous mirador. 

The finest sunsets can be seen six 
weeks from now, when the midsummer 
sun will appear to crash in flames behind 
the magnificence of Somerset House. But 
even better than the Waterloo sunset is 
the summer sunrise from the bridge, cre- 
ating a stunning silhouette of St Paul's 
Cathedral while splashing sharp shadows 
across Westminster. Tb respond to the 
demand from another Kinks song, “Give 
me two good reasons why I oughta stay”: 
try Waterloo sunset and sunrise. 

Tourist information in Waterloo : the Lon- 
don Tourist Board desk in the International 
Currency Exchange office in the Eurostar 
arrivals hall, open 830am-9pm daily. 



The Belgian connection 
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Y ou’d think there would be 
a world of difference 
between a bright June 
morning at the beginning of 
tbe 19th century and a damp 
May lunchtime at tbe end of 
the 20th century. But here at 
the original Waterloo, beyond 
tbe outskirts of Brussels, you 
would be wrong. 

With your bade to tbe rather 
ugly monument known as the 
lion mound, you are standing 
where the Dutch and Flemish 
soldiers stood 182 years ago 
under the command of 
William, Prince of Orange. 
Wellington’s troops were gath- 
ered to the left, around the 
farmhouse of Mont St Jean. 
Facing the 68,000 Allied 
troops, less than a mile away 
on the ridge at Belle Alliance, 
the 72,000 soldiers of 
Napoleon’s army spearheaded 
by the French Imperial Guard. 

It's not that long ago, maybe 
nine generations, and when 
yon look over the open, slightly 
rolling countryside it’s easy to 
imagine that morning. There’s 
a feeling when you walk 
through tbe fields themselves 
that the land holds on to the 
memory. Every now and ag ain 
you come across two or three 
gravestones, clustered on a 
grassy patch in the middle of 
a ploughed field, with the fur- 
rows carefully skirting around 
them and cow paisley blowing 
gently across them. 


The main Brussels to 
Charleroi road still cuts through 
the middle of the battlefield, 
and is lined with grander 
memorials to the dead. Near 
the farmhouse of La Haie- 
Saint, a stone column com- 
memorates the Honourable Sir 
Alexander Gordon of tbe Scots 
Guards. He was Wellington’s 
aide de camp, only 28 when be 
was killed. On tbe side of the 
column a long inscription ends 
with the words: “In testimony of 
feelings which no language can 
express, a disconsolate sister 
and five surviving brothers have 
erected this ample memorial to 
foe object of their tenderest 
affection.” 

On tbe farmhouse itself, a 
plaque informs you tbat at 
about 630 ou the evening of 
18 June, it was taken for the 
French by Marshall Ney after 
“heroic assaults”; the scarred, 
chipped, white-brick walls still 
bear witness to them. 

By the end of the day 13,000 
men were dead, more than 
half of them from the losing 
French side. No wonder these 
fields feel haunted. And as you 
walk away and look north- 
west you remember that these 
ghosts are just the forerunners 
of those belonging to the Flan- 
ders fields only 50 miles away, 
and five generations closer to, 
this spring day. 

Philippa Goodrich 
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in’ down the river 



A world away in Paris: slow down, think local, think river and canal. Below, La Chouette floats past Notre Dame 


France is affordable again. But what about 
the holiday hordes? Frank Bough escaped 
them on a luxury river cruise to Paris 


I n 1996, we very nearly missed France 
completely. Not to go for a whole 
year - unthinkable. It was August 
before we could manage it, and who 
wants to go then? (They’ve been known 
to declare St Tropez closed on several 
occasions during that month, with not 
a single car space left.) 

Then there was the exchange rale. 
Last summer it struggled to cough up 
7.40 francs to the pound - miserly, and 
entirely unsuited for any kind of men- 
tal arithmetic. Who could work out the 
price of anything? Which is why in 1996. 
one in five Francophiles turned their 
back on the country, and holidayed 
somewhere else. 

But, lo and behold, this year France 
is back in business. The visitors are 
booking in again. Why? Well, to start 
with, it is as if the whole country, sorely 
distressed by the large drop ia visitors, 
and feeling it where it really hurts, in the 
pocket, has taken a crash course in how 
to be nice to visiting foreigners. Partic- 
ularly the British, for whom France has 
always been a favourite destination. 


Well we’re much the same as them: 
fiercely independent, proud of country, 
of language and of history. They don’t 
like us much because we shout at them 
in English, and expect them to reply in 
English. But try a Bonjour, andyou’Il be 
astonished what a lovable, friendly chap 
the onion man can be. And then, of 
course, there’s the exchange rate. I did 
a quick and well-timed bank raid a 
week or two back and came out with nine 
francs for every pound I’d left behind. 
Gives you a wonderful warm feeling But 
here we have a problem. If the hordes 
are returning to France in 1997, how 
best can we avoid them? 

My advice is to ignore the Riviera and 
the Mediterranean coast Forget the 
Alps, swarming with walkers and moun- 
taineers. Back away from the Atlantic 
coast. M HuJot, his family and other 
Parisians are there in force. Instead, 
slow down, think local, and think river 
and canal, as we did. 

The wonderful thing about travelling 
on inland waterways is that they impose 
upon you their own tempo of life. 


When you’re on a converted barge, as 
we were, you cannot do anything in a 
hurry. The boat travels, in stately fash- 
ion, at four miles an hour. Your mind 
adapts much the same speed, and within 
a day you are really relaxed. 

La Chouette - the Owl, for so she is 
called - is the pride and joy of Eng- 
lishman Bob Marsland and his wife 
Bobbie. They found her in Holland, 
working on a dredger, with a crane and 
bucket in her belly and conveyor belts 
everywhere. She was filthy, old and, at 
32 metres, too long for the French 
canals on which they wanted her to 
make a living for them. With admirable 
enterprise, nay courage, they bought 
her, cut two metres out of her midriff, 
and stuck both halves together again. 
Then came the refit. Mahogany, brass, 
panelling, bar, galley, lounge and three 
staterooms. 

You learn why people take before and 
after photos. The comparison is unbe- 
lievable. The once shabby La Chouette 
was now elegant and beautiful. 

We spent a gorgeous week, starting 


on the Canal du Loing, south-east of 
Paris, and then switching to the Seine 
for a truly imperial entry into the 
capital The surrounding countryside is 
so close to the heart of the city. There's 
a narrow collar of industrial suburbia 
and then suddenly there are the famous 
city-centre islands, and the buttresses of 
Notre Dame cathedral. 

And throughout the entire journey 
there was so much pleasure: lovely 
houses on the riverbank, flowers every- 
where, restaurants, churches and 
chateaux. The skipper will stop when 
you fancy, to enjoy what you will. We 
played bo ales, and were given tuition on 
our technique by the locals, all in the 
friendliest possible way. When we left 
to drive home. La Chouette continued 
on her way up the River Marne, towards 
Eperuay and Champagne country. 

We’d stayed true to something that 
splendid travel writer Arthur Eperon 
had taught us years ago. When asked 
where he’d been on his holiday, he 
always said “I’ve not been on holiday, 
I’ve been travelling in France". It still 



can be done, in France, at the very 
height of a European summer. 

Prices for all-inclusive seven-day cruises 
on La Chouette vary from £5, 700 for six 
people hiring the entire boat to £950 per 
person for a double room. Call 01273 
504076 for details. 

Frank Bough presents Trmvl Lh-e ' on the 
cable ami satellite Travel Channel 



This paper will not be 
entering the competition 
to win a million by writing 
nice things about Portugal 

B ribety is not a term you would associate 
with Britain’s travel industry. So I pass on 
the following items from the travel trade 
press only for your interest. 

You have every right to expect that your 
travel agent will offer whatever product is best 
for you. So if you need a business-class ticket to 
North America and he or she suggests that you 
fly Icelandair via Reykjavik, the reason is the 
excellence of Saga Business Class rather than 
the “£100 of Marks & Spencer vouchers 
awarded with every business-class booking that 
the airline is promising. 

M&S does well out of the travel industry in the 
past few weeks, the Turkish holiday specialist Sav- 
fle has been offering a £25 gift voucher, 

' at M&S, “ 


_ Our Price, Boots or Next, 
from a single branch, the pay- 


redeemable 
After six booking 
off increases to £50. 

The car rental giant Avis promises “Five lucky 
agents each month go to the hot and happening 
‘TFI Friday 7 TV show, then paint the town red at 
a London hotspot”. Even if your agent’s luck is 
not in, three rental reservations will earn him or 
her free cinema tickets. Across the Channel. 
Holyman Sally Line has been offering incentives 
for bookings on the new catamaran service from 
Ramsgate to Osten± Odeon cinema tickets or 
Blockbuster video rental vouchers. 

Hard cash is the secret of the Colombian air- 
line, Avian ca, which begins flights to Bogota this 
week. The new service is good for low-budget 
travellers to South America - since the Venezue- 
lan airline Viasa closed in January, there has 
been a shortage of cheap seats to Latin America. 
Your agent stands to benefit, too: Avianca pays 
double the norma] nine per cent commission. 

Even the Association of British Travel Agents 
has got into the act. This year's ABTA conven- 
tion's to be held in Tenerife. Each summer holi- 
day booking to this Canary Island earns the 
agent a £20 discount on the convention package 

Travel journalists have long had to deal with the 
incentives offered by holiday companies. From 
this week’s postbag alone, for example, I can 
select between free rail travel for all the famify 
to Paris, two offers of all-expenses paid trips to 
South Africa, or this luxury break: 

“Mid-morning executive champagne mini- 
coach to Rhinefield House, a magnificent coun- 
try house hotel at the heart of the New Forest, 
with delightful ornamental ponds and grounds. 
Afternoon exploring the New Forest by horse or 
bike. Return for swimming, solarium or steam 
room” - and so on for three arduous days. 

The Independent saves me the bother of 
choosing by operating a strict no-freebie policy. 
Accordingly, I am happy to recommend the ser- 
vices of the low-cost airline easyJet because I 
have bought plenty of cheap tickets on its flights 
between Scotland and London - rather than 
because easyjet’s founder has invited me to 
watch tomorrow's Monaco Grand Prix from his 
apartment overlooking the racetrack. 

In the same vein, this paper wDI not be entering 
a new competition to win a million by writing nice 
things about Portugal. The Portuguese tourism 
authorities have just raised the freebie stakes by 
offering 1,000,000 escudos - about £3,600 - for 
the “best piece of reportage publicising or pro- 
moting Portuguese tourism in the media”. 

The latest improbable location to promote itself 
as a tourist destination is Hounslow in west 
London. Adding its weight to the campaign. 
Greater London Radio ran a competition for 
the best slogan for this unprepossessing commu- 
nity. that straddles the Great West Road. 

The winning entry relied upon the ease of access 
to the main road to the west: ’“Hounslow - the 
foolscap borough, on both sides of the A4-.” 
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Trouble spots Rail travel around the world 


Information from the new 
edition of the Thomas Cook 
Overseas Timetable (£8.40) 

United States: “All the 
trains that were expected to 
finish last year, when 
Amtrak [the operator] ran 
out of money, have now 
ceased to run. However, the 
rolling stock saved by the 
termination of these trains 
has been redeployed to per- 
mit the daily operation of 
several others, and the Cali- 
fornia Zephyr and the 
Empire Builder now run 
daily throughout," 

Senegal/Mali/Togo: “We 

are advised that, apart from 
the international service to 
Mali, all passenger rail oper- 
ations in Senegal have been 
suspended. Apparently, the 
system in Togo still struggles 
on, with two locomotives 


kept running by cannibalis- 
ing others. What will happen 
if one of these breaks down 
remains to be seen.” 

Argentina: ‘Trains are 
fasrer, there are more of 



something 
to declare 

them, and we understand 
that they often run to time as 
well, which is a new experi- 
ence for many rail travellers 
in that country where years of 
neglect has led to trains oper- 
ating anything up to 24 hours 


late as a matter of course.” 

Philippines: ‘‘The railway, 
long considered a hopeless 
case, and with services so 
few and far between that 
people were actually living 
on the track, has made a 
revival of sorts. Promises are 
being made of reintroduced 
services to the south." 

lUnisia/ Algeria: “In the 
last issue wc advised that the 
international train from 
Tunis to Algeria was proba- 
bly suspended. Confirmation 
has now arrived, and all ser- 
vices. freight as well, arc sus- 
pended because of the 
destruction of a bridge by 
rebels in Algeria.” 

Information on surface 
transport is always wanted by 
the compilers; you can fax 
them on 01735 503596. 


Visitors’ book 

The Florence Nightingale Museum, St Thomas’ Hospital, 
Waterloo, London SEl 

An excellent exhibition, makes one very proud to be 
a nurse - Patrick J Boyle. SRN. RSCN. Ireland 
Remarkable how toll circle we have come in nursing - Carole 
/Inn Duck, Texas 

On a visit to London before going to Bosnia for six months. 
Hopefully m case of emergency we will be taken care of in the 
spintofFIorence Nightingale -four members ofB Company. 
101 Tank Battalion, the Netherlands . 



Bargain of the week 

At the start of June, rail fares may 
rise when the new summer schedules 
commence. Until then, one of the 
best bargains in rail travel is on 
Chi! tern Railways (0990 165165). 

The Family & Friends Ticket, which 
costs £35, allows travel to London 
from various stations in the West 
Midlands and Warwickshire for two 
adults and up to two children. You 
can make your return journey any 
time within a month. 


A likely story 


“Moscow, first-class return, £810" - adver- 
tisement in Travel Weekly 
How can this be? The best that British Air- 
ways can offer between London and Che Russ- 
ian capital is a dub-class fare costing nearly 
£1,400. But this advertisement promises “The 
sophistication of Airbus. Inflight cuisine by 
Marriott Exclusive departure lounges". The 
solution is at the foot of the ad from IMS 
Travel (0171-224 4d78), where the familiar 
winged hammer and sickle announces that this 
is, of course, a flight on Aeroflot. 
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I nto the 
heart of 
the hero’s 
homeland 


Three years ago today, 
Transkei’s favourite son 
was inaugurated as South 
Africa's president. 

Philip Hoare goes back to 
Nelson Mandela’s roots 


travel & outdoors 



Roots; Apartheid kept a lid on change In the Transkei where IHe stiH follows the slow tribal rhythms 


T he Transkei - complete with its imperi- 
alist definite article — has an evocative ring 
about it, but the origins of the name are 
peculiarly pedestrian. It is, literally, the 
land across the River Kei - a cue for 
David Lean jokes, as we crossed the bridge at the 
border which used to separate this Xhosa home- 
land from the old South Africa. 

The new South Africa is all out to promote the 
delights of its Wild Coast - hence the conversion 
of the concrete pillbox border control to a tourist 
bureau. Happily for seekers of solace, it is largely 
unattended. 

One of the chief joys of the region - now part 
of the Eastern Cape Province - is the fact that its 
beauties remain almost totally unspoilt. Its artifi- 
cial designation as a homeland may have been a 
cynical ploy of the Apartheid years, but this has 
also preserved the area’s character. Driving north 
from the coastal city of East London, you quickly 
lose the poverty of modern townships behind, and 
regain a land of subsistence farming, incredibly 
friendly locals, and lots of immaculately dressed 
schoolchildren. It seems the birthplace of Madiba 
- a Xhosa endearment allotted to President Nel- 
son Mandela and now adopted throughout the 
country - also retains much of his forgiving, open 
character. 

We’d heard that the road to the old Transkei 
capital, Umtata. passed through Qunu (pro- 
nounced, like Xhosa. with a palatal click on the 
first syllable), the village where Madiba grew up. 
Accordingly, after a night in a cockroach-infested 
country hotel at Idutywa, we made a dawn run on 
Qunu. It rose romantically through river valley 
mists, set on the highveld which undulates gently 
towards the coast Here, in the village of charac- 
teristic wattle- and-daub rondavels, the 20th cen- 
tury’s last great hero grew up. 

Unfortunately, our expedition to find his child- 
hood home was not successful, partly because the 
locals are rather guarded about their President’s 
origins: it is perhaps too personal a matter for- for? 
eigne rs to come gawping at the Mandela home- 
stead, exhibiting as it does his humble beginnings. 


However, they pointed out Madiba’s country 
retreat; a low bungaJow-cum -compound in yellow 
brick to which the President escapes at any 
opportunity. Every morning just before dawn, 
Madiba sets- off on an exhausting (for his com- 
panions) hike across the hills, talking all the time, 
surrounded by a wide diamond-shaped phalanx 
of bodyguards. 

The President's love for the place is perfectly 
understandable. It is a beautiful landscape, all 
rolling hills bedecked with flame-coloured aloes. 
Umtata, at its centre, is a fantastically African 
town, with street-sellers purveying anything from 
bootleg trainers to bubble-bath in gin bottles. Here 
you book accommodation for the Wild Coast 
reserves in ancient offices lit by flickering emer- 
gency electric lights. There are frequent power 
cuts, and the telephone system is equally erratic. 
We made the mistake of arriving there os a Sat- 
urday, and found only a young man on bushfire 
watch, one ear glued to his radio as he told us he 
would have to return on Monday for our bookings. 

Undeterred, we set off for the coast As we 
descended, the climate became appreciably hot- 
ter. An hour later we pulled up by the side of the 
road and realised that the vegetation had turned 
totally tropical. Paw-paw, banana and avocado 
trees had sprung up to take the place of the cacti- 
like red spikes of aloes, and a milli on insects and 
birds were celebrating the fact The only settlement 
of any size on the aptly-named Wfld Coast is Port 
St Johns - a haunted old town named after the Sao 
Joao, wrecked there in 1552. There’s a faded hotel, 
and an excellent guest house, and the whiff of 
dagga (dope) is never far away. With its deserted 
sandy beaches, craggy coastline and palms. Port 
St Johns has the air of a retreat from civilisatioD; 
few white South Africans go there. 

They don’t know what they’re missing: the view 
from the subtropical terrace of The Lodge must 
be one of the best, in the world. Yet such beauty 
can be treacherous: an inordinate amount of 
seagoing vessels have met sticky ends on these 
rocks, and beads and bits of crockery are still being 
washed ashore from lStb-centuxy disasters. 


Despite the fact that there are only about three 
Thrmac roads in the whole region, it is a pleasure 
to drive through, because of the affable nature of 
the people. Even when hurtling down a dirt track 
and blowing dust in their faces, the school ltids and 
farmers we passed seemed to And the rare sight 
of obviously lost white people entirely hilarious and 
remarkable, and our arras ached from reciprocal 
waving. A few Xhosa words and phrases go down 
well: “Molweni” in greeting, “Siya bulela” in 
thanks; but getting the click right to ask for the 
river Xora with a dusty mouth is no easy matter. 

. The Wild Coast lacks any coast roads whatso- 
ever- for each seaside destination, you must return 


to the Umtata north-south highway- and this may 
explain why one of the world’s most beautiful 
regions is still largely unexplorted, save for a hand- 
ful of thankfully small resort hotels. It is best 
explored on foot: the whole coastline is one big 
hiking freeway. Permits are required to walk 
through the nature reserves -you must walk north 
to south and water is available at huts, sited eveiy 
seven miles. 

To walk the entire Wild Coast would take two 
weeks, so we took a softer option. For two nights, 
we stayed at one of the few ‘‘developed” resorts, 
a low-key collection of thatched cottages at the 
mouth of the Umngazi river. From here you can 



GETTING TO 
THE TRANSKEI 
The closest International • 
airport Is Durban, from . 

Heath row three times a week - 
by British Airways (0345 
222111) hod South African . < 

Airways (0171-312 5000); V .. 
you book before 14 May, SAA 
. has'afiare of £433 Including 
tax. A connection on South ‘ 

African Airlink ip Umtata 
costs £1 47 return: . 

GETTING TO - 
MPUMALANGA/EASTERN 
TRANSVAAL. 

The lowest fare to 
Johannesburg: through • 

Tfraffffnders <0171-938 3366) 

Is £405 on Air France via . - 
Paris (valid from Birmingham, 

Manchester arid Edinburgh \ 
and London)-, return before • ~ • j *• • 

13 June. FBghtboakers (0171-757 3000) has a fareto Johannesburg of £400, Including tax, on ' 
South Africa Airways, yatid throughput June. From Johannesburg, there araiiains at least, daily ‘ 
to the gateway town of Nelspmlt ' ^ 

The Royal+krtel in Pilgrim's Rest is on 0027 1378 811QQ£&doubte room.cosfa£90 per person per 
night, including breakfast The Mount ShataTf ofal (DO 27 1376 81241) has a wfnter special of £45 ‘ 
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take a day’s hike to one of the most southerly 
mangrove swamps in Africa. It was a fantastically 
primeval sight: white mangrove trees whose aer- 
ial roots stuck surreally up out of the grey mud, 
itself potted with a thousand drillholes, homes to 
scuttling sesamid crabs. The upper branches of 
the trees were festooned like nuclear Christmas 
trees with pedant mangrove snails, all curled up 
in their twiriy cone shells, waiting for the tide to 
return. 

They must have had a good snigger at us igno- 
rant incomers, lounging blithely on a grassy knoll 
with no idea that the tide was coming in fast We 
got up to go, and found ourselves marooned. For- 
tunately we were rescued by a motorised dinghy 
containing two Baywatch babes ... 

For me, however, the highlight of the Wild Coast 
was at one of the huge nature reserves that encom- 
pass large tracts of the coastline. It took nearly a 
day to get to Dwesa, involving a pitch-black drive 
along unsignposted gullies. It was not a good idea 
to drive at night Even the locals seemed less 
amenable under the cover of darkness; we stopped 
once for directions and found ourselves intruding 
on what was probably a muti (witchcraft) cere- 
mony. At last Dwesa came in sight and having 
handed our official papers to a suspicious and con- 
spicuously armed guard at a barbed-wire gate, we 
were shown up steep stone steps to a cabin. Only 
at dawn the next morning did we realise it was built 
on 30ft-high stilts, raising us to the level of the for- 
est canopy ^and that we were the only occupants 
in the vast reserve. 

It felt rather like being kings of your own coun- 
try. After breakfast in our cute log cabin (shared 
with a pair of monkeys which brazenly raided our 
fruit bowl, and an unidentified possum-like crea- 
ture which bad made its home under the gas 
cooker), we walked along an empty beach fes- 
tooned with jewel-like shells (and the odd desic- 
cated baby shark). Then we climbed to Kobole 
Point and down over the WDd Coast. Its white 
beaches and verdant bays, its herds of eland and 
swarms of crab, its deep forests and shallow rock- 
pools, seemed to belong to us alone. 
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peculiar than you ever 
imagined and slightly 
more amusing 
says Deborah Ross 

with 



N 

Cutting edge J 



computers and IT 


is being educated or cares about the biggest 
national debate of our time 


IT 1S...ARE YOU? 


Y:‘ J / 


Africa’s white tribe 

€ 

Peter Griffiths makes a trek to Boer country 


T here can be few more 
unpopular commodities 
on sale in the new South 
Africa than Boer history. The 
old white supremacist . 
Afrikaner has few friends in 
a world still hailing the end 
of white minority rule. Yet in 
some of the most beautiful 
parts of Nelson Mandela’s 
new nation, the controversial 
story of the white settlers is 
still being offered as the sole 
attraction. 

The footsteps of the Boers 
are nowhere more visible 
than in the rolling hill 
■ country of Mpumalanga - 
which, until the boundaries 
of apartheid were unravelled, 
was known as the Eastern - 
Transvaal. This green and 
scenic region marks the far 
end of the Great Irek, the 
legendary exodus of Boer 
fanners away from British 
rule in the Cape during the 
1830s. With their ox-carts 
and hunting rifles, they 
pushed eastwards and 
northwards through an 
unforgiving expanse in search 
of new territory. The African 
locals they met along the way 
were either scattered, 
subdued or enslaved. 

Tbday, superbly positioned 
hotel hideaways tempt “the 
exhausted executive” with 
comfort, outdoor pursuits, 
good food, wine, and dear 
mountain air. But buy a 
tourist map of this region and 
the innocent abroad could 
still be forgiven for thinking 
that there is no human history 
here except that of the white 
settlers. Three years into the 
brave new world, there is 
virtual silence about blade 
South African culture along 


this particular tourist route. 

Pilgrim’s Rest, Dear . 
Lydenburg, is a tourist trap 
which encapsulates much of 
this paradox. The fever that 
followed the discovery of a 
gold nugget in a river bed 
here in 1873 made the town 
boom for more than a 
decade. Tbday, this remote 
mountain bolt-hole looks 
much as it did in those gold- 
rush days. Wooden buildings 
with red coirugated-iron 
roofs line the main street 
Since 1971, the town has 
been preserved as a living 
museum. The Digger's Den, 
part of the Royal Hotel, is 
decorated with sepia images 
of busy tented camps, the 
pained faces of hopeful 
prospectors, and the heavily 
laden gold coach about to 
brave the hazards of 
Robbers Pass. Guided tours 
leave from here five times 
daily along old wagon trails 
in search of miners’ diggings, 
kitchens, caves and graves. 

On a nearby plateau, the 
luxurious thatched Mount 
Sheba hotel offers a hiker’s 
paradise, with trails leading 
around tiie wooded 
mountainside and back to a 
forecourt lined with rusting 
mining trucks and drilling 
equipment. The hotel study 
is stuffed with books in which 
the 1870s prospectors are 
revered with ancestral pride, 
as examples of the ability to 
“triumph over adversity”. 
Local folklore brims with 
such outback tales, none 
more popular than the story 
of Jock of the Bushvdd. Sir 
Percy Fitzpatrick’s trusty dog 
makes Lassie look liken 
disobedient mongrel. 


Much of the cocooning of 
the Afrikaner past turns a 
blind eye to the abuses of 
recent history and instead 
lifts up the early Voortrekker 
families for our admiration. 
The same is true of other 
Boer landmarks in the region. 
The Long Tbm cannon 
overlooking the road to 
Lydenburg recalls the spirit of 
stubborn defiance with which 
the Boers stalled the British 
Army during the Boer War. 
On a hilltop at the entrance 
to Pretoria, the massive • 
Voortrekker monument 
proclaims the “heroic” 
passage of Boers into “their” 
new land, and is still a 
gathering point for militant 
rallies of the “volk” who feel 
increasingly marginalised in 
the new South Africa. Within 
the city, the house of Paul 
Kruger, trekker and founding 
president of the Boer 
Republic, is a time-capsule of 
a puritanical bible-thumping 
existence in which is written 
all the belligerent survivalism 
which, kept Boers strong in 
their belief that they were a 
special case for so long. 

The mountains of the 
Mpumalanga are an 
extremely popular lure for 
tourists, being only four 
hours’ drive from 
Johannesburg. With rates of 
only £45 per night at even 
the best resort hotels - such 
as the Mount Sheba - it is no 
wonder that foreign tourists 
continue to flock to the area. 
But anyone expecting a post- 
1994 multicultural 
experience won’t find it here. 

South Africa’s tourism 
authorities are presently 
wrestling with the Republic’s 



Heart veld: landscape belles the brutal Boers tony- stone 


image: “1997 is South Africa’s 
year of cultural tourism,” 
declares a spokesman. “It’s 
about time we added to the 
beach, the bush, the sports, 
and share our rich culture 
with the rest of the world.” 
Will this mean downgrading 
the emphasis on Boer history 
in the country’s beautiful 
places? “Not exactly, but we’ll 
be trying to correct the 
balance and bring African, 
culture more info view.” 

In the meantime, don’t be 
put off if you feid yourself 
confronted by the ghosts of 
apartheid when going in 
search of scenic beauty in the 
hills. Though the histoiy on 
show- is definitely Boer, it is 
not necessarily boring. 
Afrikaner hero Louis Botha, 
a guerrilla commander 


admired by both sides in the 
Boer Wit, followed a realistic 
philosophy: “To defeat your 
enemy, you must first get to 
know him.” A journey 
through these golden hills can 
provide a rare insight into the 
Afrikaner character: stubborn 
self-reliance, entrenchment in 
isolation, and a chosen-race 
mentality that many feel 
aggrieved at having to explain 
to others now that their 
fortunes have changed 
The Boer may be in the 
dock as never before, but his 
story is nevertheless integral 
to understanding anything 
about die new South Africa. 
The trip, however, would be 
even more Alum mating if the 
forgotten history of the black 
majority were on show as 
well. 
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Because we think the world of you 

current best buys on the world's fines? airlines 


(eel taxes) 

SYDNEY £333 £500* NEW YORK 

PERTH £329 £599 BOSTON 

CAIRNS £333 £569 ' RflfflDA 

AUCKLAND £369 £595 LOS ANGELES 

BANGKOK £238 £369 SAN FRANCISCO 

HONGKONG £319 £459 LASVE8AS 

SINGAPORE £242 £399 DM 

BALI £249 £415 TORONTO. 

PEKING £251 £418 VANCOUVER 

TOKYO £275 £495 CARIBBEAN 

•Par pawn based on 2 puopta bawBng 
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AUSTRALIA FROM £500 RETURN PER PERSON 

BASED Of? 2 PEOPLE TRAVELLING. MUST BOOK BY 15 JUNE 


DUBA! FROM £224 RETURN 


For the real lowdovm on worldwide 
trawl, Ttoflfinders is your one stop 
travel shop. 

Tra Winders offers more low cost 
flights to more destinations than 
anyone. Experts in airfares since 
1970, we can tailor- males your very , 
own package with np to 65% disconntj 
on hotels and car hire worldwide. 1 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


AUSTRALIA £36 • USA £31 • AFRICA £31 • PACIFIC £40' • ASIA £27 
USA CAR HIRE fflOM £12 PER DAY • CALL NOW FOR OUR WORUMJE OR NORTH AMERICA TAILOfflMDE BROCHURE 
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FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
NEW TRA1LFINDER MAGAZINE 
CALL 0171-938 3366 ANYTIME 


ATOL 1458 


^OEailstMH^-LOmjW™ 60 
Ld/w Haul Travel: 0171-938 3366 

194 Kensington High Sheet - UiNM^ 8 ™ 
Long Haul Travel: 0171^8 39W 
First & Business Class: 0171-938 3444 

215 Kensington High Street "LONDON WB8BD . 
Transatlantic & European: 9171-937 5400 
22-24 The Priory Oi^nsray-BWMINGHAM B4 BBS 
Worldwide Travel: 0121-236 1234 

48 Com street • BHiSTOL BSJ 1HQ 
Worldwide Travel: 0117-929 9000 

254-284 Sauchiehall Street • GLASGOW G2 3EH 
Worldwide Travel: 0141-353 2224 
58 Deansaate • MANCHESTER M3 2FF 
Worldwide Travel: ®761^39 69M 
Firsf & Business Class. Q161-839_3434_ 


Al 1 . cur travnl curtru: are cipsn Mon 9 -dp:ti • Tiiurr; 9 -Twit • Sun 10-6pm 


Trailtinders does not impose charges on credit cards 
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WORLDWIDE FLIGHTS 


PERTH 

£572 

AUCKLAND 

£594 

BANGKOK 

£399 

HONG KONG 


ESHHI 


SINGAPORE 


DUBAI 

£299 
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HARARE 

£329 
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. British Airways i 
I & Qantas 

! from £849 

I AUSTRALIA 


■ and £899 

1 NEW ZEALAND 
1 PLUS FREE 
I up to 4 Nights 
Accommodation' | 
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USA & CANADA 

BOSTON tw £234 
NEW YORK £219 


STRAN CISCO 
LOS ANGELES 


£294 

£279 


MIAMI 


£274 


0681 547 3322 
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FOR A FREE 
COPY OF ANY 
Of OUR 
BROCHURES 
CALL US 
NOW 
ON 


BROCHURE HOT1JNE 

0181 546 4545 


ORLANDO 


£274 


WASHINGTON £234 


CHICAGO 

TORONTd 

VANCOUVER 


£279 


£255 
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£349 
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LEA A. CANADA 

0181 546 6000 



5 Flighfs/Day to 

AMSTERDAM XOO 

ALSO from 

3 x ABERDEEN £29 

5 x GLASGOW £29 

6 x EDINBURGH £29 

1 x INVERNESS £29 

2 x NICE £49 

2 x BARCELONA £49 

AH fares single exd. tax from London Urton Airport 

easyJet 

Call 01582 700 058 anytime 
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OPEH * DAILY TILL LATE 
MALAGA fr L69 TURKEY lr L99 
ALICANTE C59 CYPRUS -39 
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PALMS CSS NEW YORK £169 
GREECE £129 AUSTRALIA EEC35 

0171-209 4000 
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JETLIN 

DUcoont-J lares If .ill Je 1 fir.jti.v 15 
SPBIS I - *69 USA n £161 
PORTUGAL 65 CAHI 3 DEAN 209 
ISRAEL 139 5 . AFRICA 369 
CftEECE 95 CflNACl 179 
TURKEY 119 INDIA 299 

CYPRUS 139 EAR EAST 319 
CAHARIES 79 AUSTRALIA 499 
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USA 

Canada 


AUSTRALIA 

FARES FROM 

£500 
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USA 

FARES FROM 

£185 

KtrUK N 


CANADA 

FARE 5 FROM 

£270 




South Africa * Botswana 
■Namibia • Zimbabwe 


SOUTH AFRICA 

FARES FROM 


* New adventures 
ft tans for aB ages, 
fotratom safaris. 
game viewing. 
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Our fares 

are 

■ 

ridiculously 

small 
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AMSTERDAM from 

£59 

return 

BELFAST from 

£65 

return 

BERGEN from 

£145 

return 

BRUSSELS from 

£59 

return 

COLOGNE from 

£107 

return 

DUBLIN from 

£69 

return 

EDINBURGH from 

£62 

return 

FRANKFURT from 

£128 

return 

GLASGOW from 

£62 

return 

GOTHENBURG from 

£205 

return 


£149 


OSLO from 

a 63 


PALMA from 

£209 

return 1 


£59 


PRAGUE from 

€164 

return 


ROME from 


£139 return 


ZORICH from 


£99 return 


Return Arcs from London Heathrow. 
Contact your tool trwti agent or call for details on 


0345 554554 
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The Airline for Europe 
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A unique range of added 
benefits to make your 
journey easiar 
TOUR CHOKE 
Fantastic tour and 
sightseeing options 
LOWEST FARES 
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. scheduled ^riine* 
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ROUTE 

IN AUSTRALIA — - 

Get ft ail out of your system on an all-action 
Contnki tour. Fly to Qz with Austravel from £499 
return and experience the ultimate escape. 

CONTIKI SYDNEY-CAffiNS 15 DAY TOUR 
Hit Surfers Paradise. Go bananas on the Great 
Barrier Reef. ChiU out on a Cattle Station. 

CONTIKI PEKTH-DARWIN 16 DAY TOUR 
Feed the dolphins. Ride a cameL Go wild in the 
Bungle Bungles. 

Tours from £45 per day include: accommodation 
in lodges, resorts & hotels, transportation, 
most meals, sightseeing and Conti ki Crew. 

CALL: AUSTRAVEL'5 
GREAT ESCAPE SHOP 

0171 584 0202 
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PWCOThWH 
Australia E4SS* 
New Zealand £639 
'Honfllvong C4BQ 
Jo burg £329 
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FLIGHT BOO KER S 

i r o v cMinu i r e c t. t v l « . 


Australia & NZ I USA Ik Europe I Worldwide 

0171 757 2468 ■ 0171 757 2000|0171 757 2444 


Best Value: - Air Fame - Car Hire - Hotem - Insurance 
iTt/xn TotUota* Court Read LarteaWIP OU 
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FLIGHTSEATS 
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Overseas Travel 




! £39 RTN 


AMSTERDAM £39 rtn 


DISNEYLAND 

PARIS 


ANTWfflP/ BREDA 


£44 RTN 


I E39«TN* 


BRUSSELS 


BERLIN 


£38 mw" 


Ell Bora 


HAMBURG 


£98 RTN 


HANNOVER 


I £98 rtn 


All departures from Victoria Coach .Station, London. 
Unto - 36 and over EQ vaH for trawl until 30.6.97. 
Askfortfssis Subject to avefiabity. 
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0990 240 241 
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Holiday Afloat 


PRIVATE CRUISE aboard lux. BR 
OWWd motor yacM, SI|W 6. 
WbtBrakttne (Hh ywr) 01 BT 348 
851G. 


If you wish ta advertise 
in this section please 
telephone the Travel 
Team on 0171 293 2222 


LOW COST FLIGHTS 


USA CANADA AUSTRALIA 
NEW ZEALAND SOUTH AMERICA 
CARIBBEAN FAR EAST 
MIDDLE EAST AFRICA 

T HRIF T W AY 
m TRAVEL rj 
™0171 - 490 1490 fig 


Year round European 
travel cover. 

From 16pada» 



At £59.95 a yean the security 
of annual cover arranged 
by American Express is 
effectively yours from Just 
16 pence a day. To enrol 
call quoting reference IU2. 

Pottry TtalB* rrri CoUdmona 

RccWmid OtBor FmUnS How 

SiagPWiiLcoianSWIEHSiltaftafriNmnJW 183J131 


Insurance 

Services 


0800700737 


LOW COST INDIA SCHEDULED FARES 
BOMBAY £339 1 DELHI £339 

MADRAS £389 CALCUTTA £399 

BANGALORE . £429 j TRIVANDRUM £389 

. 2M^rtsHotoLTra«f«f»iwdHatfI»a7Crty to«r 
* * * Daffi/fSO, Bombay £104, Madras £60+ ★ * 

'l^oiyy’j i-aS 0414a 11 


Overseas Travel 


On Saturday 17th May 1997 

The Independent 
will be featuring ITALY 
within The Travel pages 
of The Long Weekend 

Last year 87,000 readers of 
The Independent 
took a holiday to Italy 

7b reserve your advertisement 

call The Travel Team on 

0171 293 2222 


Eastern Europe 


JUST HUNGARY from Hungarians 
win know. City breaks and mud; 
more. Broch-AvalL Call 0171 207 
4059 ATOL 3703. 

PRAGUE, VIENNA. BUDAPEST and 
SkMrida. Com) pomtona, toW* 
5. a«s. Cwchara (01706)623689. 
PRAGUE, BUDAPEST Cracow. 
Hotels fm Cl 6 pp^ummor? PoBsh 
cacao*. Bonomuu TmrwJ L*ko 

Btati ct uxoia. aim Plan 01643 
2S7T77 

Indapontiant tme) packages. Air 
tares, groups, interchange 

0181 0B1 3812 ATOL 3429 


_ Kdiy . 
monts and BAB » rent. Excep- 
tional value. aB assManoe given. 
07000783271. 


Short Breaks 


THE BEAUTIFUL GARDENS OF 
UPPER NORMANDY A4 day 
averted tour. dap. 26 Ua. 
Cttsp.p., Based In cterrMng 
Dieppe. Fora brochure featuring 
this and obwr escorted hoWars In 
FtMica. priona 01242 200310. VFB 

HofidBy* Ud- Anti ATOL 1403. 


City Bleaks 


m 


EUROSTAR 

SPECIAL 

£144 

■ Inc 2nts B/B 
' 3*hotel 
Champagne 

& River Cruise 
CONNECT FRANCfi 
0!8 r L 7IS 1122 



Caribbean 


STUNNING CUBAI Inter cnantw. Tel 
0187 6813612 ATOL 2420 


Latin America 


SUNY1L DISCOVERY. Coala Rtoa 
Gwaiemula+CutM add-ona. 
Htgtily flaxlbla Individual tours & 
flydrfvaa. Jungle lodges, nature 
reserves, 0181-847 4748 AITO 
AT0180& 



TTLeWNE BOOKINGS 
LONDON - OPEN 7 DATS 
WORLDWIDE 01717308111 
EUROPE 0171 730 3402 
NORTH AMEMCA 01717302101 
BRISTOL 01179292494 
EDINBURGH 0131 6683303 

Hwassia oi6i 273 1721 


TOMWON0«^147^a4 
WARSAW 90 178 

ZUWCH 0 122 

‘Airfam etdudeW* 


NOW AVAILABLE 


TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Special rates for students*. 

up to two years coverage! 


BOUND THE WORLD 


AC. BRANCHES NATIONWIDE AND 
OPEN SUNDAY’S '0.00- IS. 00 
AT 52 GROSVENOR GARDENS i 
(Victoria ©J, LONDON c 

S’.VnVOAG < 


LONDON/ BANGKOK 7 

PERTH /surface/ 
SYDNEY / U5S ANGELES/ 

LONDON PROM «M 

. We provide a luH range 
of services for youth and 
student travellers, including | 
— -s- aitftrain/bus passes, 

i*9to | kwv cost accommodation, 
car hire, ID cards, 
adventure touted 



* STA TRAVEL * 

WORLD LEADERS IN YOUNG INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 


imlt CotftWH**yoi tfi«ia , 8M«iiw.inrie«.i»»il(iYJirfciCBf««Uoie^asTRe>«i. rtrrfi 

Harare 029 

Buenos Aires £468 

Perth £H0 

Sydney £588 

Audriand £656 


ftiffc fijrmtar 

£49 

Washington 

£192 

Hong Kang 

£469 i 

Amsterdam 

£65 

Chicago 

£196 

Tokyo 

£539 [ 

Madrid 

£99 

Ids Angeles 

£253 

Hanoi 

£540 i 

Athens 

£126 

Bangkok 

£355 

Nairobi 

£269 5 

NewYbik 

£168 

Singapore 

£399 

Johan nesbmg £329 : 


‘groundleve]' - new adventure tour guide 
5 % DISCOUNT ON FEATURED TOURS BOOKED IN MAY 


EUROPE: 0171 361 6161, WORLDWIDE 0171 361 6261 OT61 834 0666 /Manchester) 
EURDSTAR 0171 361 6143 

ACCOMMODATION • CAR HiFt • INSURANCE AND OVERLAND TOURS: 0171 361 6160 
117 Easton Road NW, & OU Ikomptoo RJ SW7, H Coodge St WL London. 


STA TRAVEL LSKJtM&TtON SIQOTST CLVL Din »l tIH 


m 


imm. ummrn. qaxow. um, kpkasjic oatokd. cAM^awt ssem. s»»noa . STA TRAVEL 


Further ‘Take Off Advertising 
continues on page 14. 





CAPETOWN W1NELANDS 
GARDEN ROUTE NATAL 
TRANSVAAL ZIMBABWE 
A unique selection of Gassic 
Hotels, Game Reserves and 

Charming Homes & Gardens. 
Ry-tinw with (few Rights to Durban 
Cape Towr. WlunTKSbuig. Harare 
South African Affair atowjja 
bn Hurtioil Road. London WG 8QH 


0171-381 5222 


SUNV1L DISCOVERY. Fly^drtves lo 
Namibia, Zimbabwe & the Cape. 
Rub safaris to Skeleton Coast, 
Botswana & Zambia. Totally next- 
tile. Guasl Barms, bushcampa A 

charade, accom. 01 Bl 232 S 777 . 

AITO ATOL 008 


Par East 


SUNV1L DISCOVERY ThNiand, Vtet- 
nam. Highly ftaxibto tours arid By. 
drWM (or individual*. 0181-847 
4748 AITO ATOUJ08. 


USA 


NEW ENOUUTO Free advteory 8 
booking sorvln on Covnuy inns 
to Luxury H(fe, 01923 021469 for 
(res sampler. I00i27^70e@«mv 
poowvo.com 

NEW ENGLAND VACATIONS - DIs- 
Unctiva Inn* a temny Iwmee. non- 
stop flights to Boston, brochure 
Line: 01727 052211. FuDybondod. 
ABTA VS164 ArTO ATOL 2978. 



Allb 

THE ASSOCIATION 
OF INDEPENDENT 
TOUR OPERATORS 



For a unique 
range of real holidays 
that are fully-bonded 
flexible and 
definitely original - 
book AITO! 

For a FREE copy of the 
AITO Directory listing ail niembt 
companies, please telephone 

0181 607 9080 
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g a ys out: Emma 
fteughton and her family 
travelled to France for a 
slice of reel life 
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I brines 10^1'tK m T to ,hc movin S «®age. 
of ifc r a ! l he cu Oing-edge techniques 
futuristic hmio^ 13 an u houses lhcr n »n the kind of 

-ould be hard pufhJd^o out?o. 

ble of ore^n niH° '^u IO sto P and S 3 ^ at the juro- 
dominatclhic ^ '' 21 Ihe 2,3111 black-glass crystal that 
animated , landscape. Tire park has20 more 
of a seven -st f including a screen the size 

which uses r ^i budding, a dome-shaped cinema 
the illusion 8°gglcs to give its images 

Which creaies f |h * ldl1 ’ ’ ant ? an undcr_flo °r screen 
borne Th.-r uncann - v impression of being air- 

2S™ re “ * ? «? ani ?D cinema, an enormous 
ordinarv ^ *j IVCS ' ts toh-cye film an extra- 
of the s7mti^| dlh "L vls, . ,,rL and the synchronised seats 

ride Wi r dclivcr al! ‘be thrni of a bumpy 

nae with none of the spills. 

The visitors 

R^Tt^ gh,0n - 3 Stance writer, and Jonathan 
_ ’ ; p P - v 1 cachcr. went to Futuruscope with their 

Joshua, slx. Flan. lour, and Zachaty. two. 

Joshua: The space film was boring because Daddy 
forgot to get headphones and I didn’t know any of 
the French. I liked the moving cinemas even though 
l wasn i allowed on the seats. I had to sit on the steps 
to watch the film, hut it was still good. 

The Imax 3D was really realistic. You put on these 
glasses and it was like being in the room or the aero- 
plane with them, it was really close, hut if you took 
the glasses off it looked all fuzzy. 1 thought the magic 
carpet was quite realistic too - vou feel like you are 
trough the air. In another film you really 
feel like you are going through space. 

Flan: There were lots ot the cinemas, but only one 
was boring, in one film if you took the glasses off the 
people had two heads, hut if you put them on they 
only had one. There was another one where the cin- 
ema pretended to be on the ceiling, it had a big round 
roof where we saw the film. I hated that one because 
it was too long, but I liked the bits where you see aJL 
the little stars and big stars coming out into space 
and then coming back again to Ihe earth. 1 didn’t 
know space looked like that That cinema was good 
too, because I was sitting above Mummy and I could 
lean down and say *1 love you’. 

Jonathan: I was very impressed with all the effects. 
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The avant-garde and the moving Image: Rituroscope, where cinematic wizardry is housed in futuristic builcfings 


PHOTOGRAPH: SYGMA 


but could have done without the lengthy introduc- 
tions beforehand. They would appeal to real cinema 
enthusiasts, but 1 wanted to be thrilled rather than 
informed. While the kids did enjoy themselves. 1 
think the language difference and sophistication of 
most of the films makes it more suitable for older 
families. 

My favourite was the Omnimax dome, where the 
film was shown all round you. It was very intimate, 
you felt veiy involved, although it did make me feel 
a bit sick. I thought the 3D cinema was especially 
good for the indoor shots - you really felt like you 
were in the room with them but I found the story itself 
a bit dull. At the end of the day I would rather watch 
a good film on the telly than lots of special effects. 

Emm a: Even though we went mid-week and off-sea- 
son, there were the inevitable queues. I found the wait- 
ing laborious, but judging by the barriers snaking across 
the entrance to the simulators, the 30 minutes I 
endured was nothing. Hie rides themselves were great 
fun: suffering from incurable vertigo, I would never 
go near a rollercoaster, so it was wonderful to expe- 


rience all of the sensations with none of the anxiety. 

Sadly, our day was maned by the attitude of many 
of the staff. After all his patient queuing Joshua proved 
to be a centimetre too short for the simulators and 
was rather brusquely ordered to sit on the floor, and 
there were a number of other instances when the 
French idea of hospitality left much to be desired. 
When you’ve paid £50 for a day’s entertainment, you 
feel entitled to a little US-style obsequiousness. 

Nevertheless, I had a wonderful time. I'd expected 
an assault on the senses rather than the emotions, 
but ultimately found the films rather than the tech- 
nology made it a day to remember. Many of the 
images were achingly beautiful: the giant screen filled 
with millions of gorgeous Monarch butterflies and 
the panoramic vision of the developing universe pro- 
jected alt around us were unforgettable. 

The deal 

Getting there: By road, the journey from Calais to 
Futuroscope takes roughly six hours: take the RN10 
or A10 autoroute and leave at exit 28. By train the 
journey takes 90 minutes from Paris on the TGV - 


for 40 francs you can take a shuttle to the park. Alter- 
natively Foitieis-Biaid airport is just 10 minutes away. 
Admission charges for a one-day pass vary from 140 
francs (about £14.70) for adults and 1 10 francs (about 
£11.50) for children (5-16) off-season, to 180 francs 
for adults and 145 francs for children during week- 
ends and summer months. Since there's a lot to pack 
into one day, this seems fairly good value for money. 
As part of the park’s 10th anniversary celebration, 
10-year-olds are currently admitted free. 

Facilities: There are five reasonably priced restau- 
rants and three cafeterias, although you can also bring 
in your own food. 

Advice: Plan carefully beforehand to fit the main 
attractions into one day - many films are shown at 
set times and some are over an hour long. Measure 
your kids carefully: the 120cm height restriction for 
the simulators is rigorously enforced. Guard your 
translation headphones like your life, especially if you 
leave your passports as deposit; when Han’s head- 
phones disappeared with a neighbouring child we had 
to get tris serieux with an official to recover our pass- 
ports without the threatened 1,000-franc bill. 


Are we 

nearly there? 

Hands-on museums 
for Museum Week 

London Transport Museum: Covent 
Garden, London WC2 (0171-379 
6344) As the capital's transport 
becomes ever more automated, this 
could soon be the only place where 
you can drive a tube train or a bus. A 
new fun bus. designed for the under- 
5s. is scheduled to arrive on 24 May. 
Open daily 10am-6pm (Fridays from 
1 lam). Adults £4.50, children £2.50, 
under-5s free. 

The Skyvfew Experience, Gatwlck 
Airport, West Sussex (01293 
535353). The roof of the airport's 
South Terminal is topped out by a 
Handley-Pbge Herald to clamber 
about upon, plus a range of other avi- 
ation-linked paraphernalia including a 
flight simulator. Open daily, 7am- 
7pm. Adults £2.95, children £2, family 
ticket (two adults plus two children) 
£6. If you only have time for the view- 
ing gallery, prices are adults £1 , chil- 
dren 60p. 

The Exploratory Hands-on Science 
Centre, Temple Meads, Bristol (0117- 
907 5000) The principles of science, 
from light to gravity, as you’ve never 
seen them before. Open daily, 10am- 
5pm. Adults £5. children £3, family 
ticket (two adults, two children) £15. 

Museum of the Moving Image, Water- 
loo Bridge, SE1 (0171-401 2636) 

Fly like Superman or read the news 
like Trevor McDonald. Until 15 May, 
includes an exhibition on the history of 
video games. Open 10am-6pm daily. 
Adults £5.95. children £4. family ticket 
(two adults, two children) £16. 

National Museum of Photography, 

Rim and Television, Prince's View, 
Bradford (01274 727488). 

The original, and still the greatest, 
home of the image - both still and 
moving. Open 10am-6pm daily 
(except on Mondays during school 
term-time), admission free. 

Museum of Science and Technology, 
Manchester (0161-832 2244). In the 
manufacturing heart of the city where 
the Industrial Revolution picked up 
speed, the MST traces everything 
from the cotton trade to the hot-air 
system that pumped energy around 
the city. Open 10am-5pm daily. 

Adults £5, children £3. 


Upstairs, downstairs and in my lady’s washroom 

Jonathan Sain lately homes have traditionally b rates the intriguing world of the also rubbed the dark woodwork; nal 17th-century house went up in installation in what was probably a ii 

played up their Upstairs mid Mrs Bridgeses and the Mr Hudsons today, waxing is a three-month flames in 1881. It was replaced by servant’s bedroom, bathing took h 
4 i r\e* i r»+ played down their Downstaiis. whose labours kept the stately homes programme left until the Drooertv what to the Victorians counted as a place in hiD-baths in front of bed- b 


Jonathan Sale 
dips into some 
kitchen culture 
with a look 
behind the doors 
of four National 
Trust homes 


S tately homes have traditionally 
played up their Upstairs and 
played down their Downstaiis. 
Knole, for example, the spleDdid 
National Trust property near 
Seven oaks in Kent, is something of 
an iceberg for viators - for three- 
quarters of it, including the impres- 
sive kitchen area, is as hidden as the 
bones of the Yeoman of the Pastry 
who once worked there. But the 
National Trust has just published 
Behind the Scenes : Domestic Arrange- 
ments in Historic Houses (£24.99) in 
which Christina Hardyment cele- 








h jk 



Close up of the ‘dose range' at the kitchen in Lanhydrock 


b rates the intriguing world of the 
Mrs Bridgeses and the Mr Hudsons 
whose labours kept the stately homes 
stately. Here are fourproperties, rec- 
ommended in the book, which spe- 
cialise, in such family attractions. 
Apart from Wimpole Home Farm, 
entrance is free to NT members 

Townend, Troutbeck, Windermere, 
Cumbria (015934 32628). Open 
I -5pm Tues-Fri, Sun and Bank 
Holiday Monday. Admission: £2.70, 
children £1JQ, family £7. The home 
of Lake District “yeomen" or 
gentlemen farmers, this has been 
preserved in something of a time- 
warp since the Browne family left 
in 1947 - and the basic structure 
remains much the same as it was 
when the house was put up three 
centuries before that It boasts the 
“earliest and most complete of 
fitted kitchens", according to 
Christina Hardyment. 

One of the most modem gadgets 
is the pre-War, hand-powered 
washing machine in the washhouse. 
Even now there are few electric 
lights, which is w)iy the property 
closes early when tire nights draw 
in. Servants had their own little 
staircase with rooms off, where 
you can see their bedclothes rum- 
pled and a nightie left out As the 
Children’s Discovery Sheet points 
out, the legs on the bed in the 
master bedroom were carefully 
trimmed to compensate for the 
Alpine slope of the floor. Other- 
wise, Downstairs rubbed shoulders 
cosily with Upstairs at Townend. It 


also rubbed the dark woodwork; 
today, waxing is a three-month 
programme left until the property 
is dosed in the winter. 

Lanhydrock, Bodmin, Cornwall 
(01208 73320). Open Uam- 
530pm Tbes-Sun and Bank Holiday 
Monday. Admission £6, family ticket 
£15. Grounds only £3. It is one of the 
few stately homes to have been 
dynamited, in an attempt to make 
a firebreak when most of the origi- 


Ptaces thatposdivetyvveloorne 
children: Bumbler 2 Charles 
-Street Wrexham,- ClwyrK 
<01978 355023) 1 - " V ^ 

AlWjqy snacks are the stoc& 
hv-trisde popular spot ^ 

abewd the ^ftshop of the same 
naroe.Foll0wng morning spe-t 
cfek " crf tHscuIts, tea cakes, 
scones and pl es, the choice 
£$i& more sawfory— with Jacket 
potatoes, salads, rarebits arid : I 
ploughman's platters (£2.99 
each). Bumble-blend tea with j 
Welsh -.tea .cakes (£1.3^ 
remams a favourfte afternoon j 
chokte, uftdle assorted cakes, 
rhetirigies and pies sit tempt- 
ingly |n the display cabinet 
Children's portions ayaBabfe. J 
Open Closed Suri '; 

Froth Egon Rormy’s Guido ti 
Wl &nd Children Come Tpa' . 

( Bookman , £9.99) . : . ' . 


nal 17th-century house went up in 
flames in 1881. It was replaced by 
what to the Victorians counted as a 
more “modest” building. 

The 43 rooms open to the public 
take a good 90 minutes to wander 
through. Their names indicate the 
sheer scale of the staffing: the 
Nursery Bathroom, with scales and 
rule to record the vital statistics of 
the young Masters and Misses; the 
Nanny's Bedroom, near the Night 
Nursery for the younger children; 
the Men’s Staircase, next to the 
luggqge lift for heavy trunks; the 
Footmen's livery Room, where 
uniforms were deaDed; and the 
Linen Lobby for clean bedclothes. 

Erddig, Wrexham, Clwyd (01978 
355314). Open 12-5 pm (house) 
llam-6pm (garden) Sat-Wed. 
Adults £5.40, children £2.70, family 
£1330. Below-stairs and gardens 
only, adults £3.60, children £180, 
family £9. “The most evocative 
Upstairs Downstairs bouse in 
Britain", according to the NT The 
eccentric Yorke family had an 
unusual relationship with their 
staff; all stately homes have por- 
traits of their owners; Erddig has 
pictures and poems celebrating the 
servants too. 

High point of your tour is the tall 
shower in the bathroom; this late- 
19th-century portable version 
sprinkles water from a small tank 
above the user, who can then pump 
it up again and recycle it One of the 
watercolours on the wall shows the 
shower in full flow. Before its 


installation in what was probably a 
servant’s bedroom, bathing took 
place in hip-baths in front of bed- 
room fires. Before that the family 
ablutions took place in the Bath 
House in the park. 

Wimpole Home Farm, Arrington, nr 
Royston, Hertfordshire (01223 
207257). lU30am-5pm, Tue-Thur, 
and Sat & Sun, plus Bank Holiday 
Monday; daily in July and August. 
Adults £4, children £230. Note that 
National Thrst members pay: adults 
£2, children £1. (This does not 


include Wimpole Hall, the adjacent 
National Trust property which 
boasts servants’ quarters, including 
butler's pantry and steward's room, 
unchanged since the 19th century.) 

Wimpole was set up 200 years 
ago as a model farm, and its Great 
Barn, housing historical agricultural 
machinery, was designed by Sir 
John Soane. The Horae Farm 
celebrates not just Downstairs but 
Outdoors as well. Events include 
Children's Days on 26 May and 25 
August with rare breeds on show 
and horse-and-cart rides. 



Wildlife Wonders of Lake Kariba 

A week away on the shores of Lake Kariba with optional visits to 
Victoria Falls, the National Paries and cruises on the Lake 


Victoria r aus, ine rvauonai raras ant 

Here is a wonderful opporturutyafspendmga relaxing From£495.00 

and interesting weekaway on the shores of Lake Kariba 
at an tariff . 


from London Catwick to Harare and then an 

Victoria Falls and Chobe NabdnalPark . 

fnTtsw^ just » i ^ *5 £2 * "JR 



JSdSfedose-upi or simply relax and eryoy the hotel s 

W is close to the town centre. There are just 3fl tootts. 

SSXh are lake-feongandafl have wr-copdrtiQn- 
SSS facilities. The hotel has a fine swimming 

^^SSorelSw^ake Kariba thcrearenanyhw its teBtm support cwer40d^er. 
r^S^oastures\riuchstopedown from mountain ent varieties of fish, and teems 
numerous species ofanimalscanbe with countless animals. Our 
is home to many species {rfbirtls. Optional Cruise describes a dr- 


de around Lake Kariba and often visiting the important 
-wildlife sanctuaries around the islands and shoreline. 

DEPARTURES £ PRICES 

] 997 Tuesdlys- per person mi h*in 

July 29X495 -August 5, 12, 19.26£495 
Septembers, 9. 16.23,30X525 
Octobers 14.21.2&B50 
Single roomsupplementXl 65 
Flight option to and from Kariba£29. 

Please enquire for details of optional excursions. 

IfldBdeEtiaiis|iort3tiaiilin>uritiou[.6njfhliTam&brtaldiSiaca>ii>- 
wotoiinandawicacf balwpnwaital&'e*. Not hwfaAa . tiav el bmut- 
axe. DWHeasairpiirt tans. tips. 

Ore oimjttouftkrartBgaoBgl atopy ot-whkhraaflaWeonrtqugU 
itoB apply to all reservations. 

0171-6161000 




VOYAGESJULES VERNE 
2 1 Dorset Square, London NW1 6QG 

TrwHPnmvibonsUi AHTAVji&l ATU.RQ8 

Iaten»etirttpiS^fw\triMo.ok 
ffcangvbaw opto VtonflanoFndiT twan Sun tofrmaB k nn t imdtfor 
hkj h a i u amMiiwb>wiU»aai6»&flapm.r t iiT OTi iHliTStavitirtiffia 
IHM Stan MfBtwMVMOfc - 



Erddig kitchen photographs: national trust/andreas von ejnsiedel 
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overseas, uk 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Take Off 


Special Interest Holidays 


Fly the be 
for less 



Special Interest Holidays 



CYCUNG AND WALKING hoMays 
tn Bavaria & The Stack Forest. 
Free brochure 01568 780800 
AfTO, ATOL 286? 


3n qxoap «glox*tDxy hbBdopfiYouTlaeeinaia 

•Cultural Tours • Nature Tpura 
•Easy Hikes * Wilderness Safaris 

• Major Treks • Seatreks 

•River Journeys • TaUshlp Voyages 

Over 170 adventures in Europe, Greece, Turkey. 
awr. Middle East Africa. totRa. China. Japan. Asia, 
Americas. Aus/NZ. 8 dsys to 6 weeks. Prices 
Horn £339 tp £3945. 

CaU for brochure 

* 01252 344161 

EXpfora WmkhfMB (IN) 

AMnstnrt, GUUUR 

flrifr Bonded AltO/ATOL 2585 


Hong Kong 





Singapore 


C69 


Melbourne 


Dragoman 

HOTEL AWEN7URE M AFRICA 





Zanzibar 




Jakarta 






Dubai 

Thf wurMV Best Ecranimv Cltv>‘ is jvjjUlilt; ai the 
jhiiu 1 priifs until June I5lh. Tu make a rvsvrxalwn 
oiniaa tour Irjirl agvnt t*r call tmiraif* nn 

0171 SOS 0808/0161 437 9007. 
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Emirates 


SPECIAL OFFER ON 
NEW AFRICAN 
ADVENTURE 

Introductory offer of £1580 
(brochure price £1980) 


WILDLIFE, ZANZIBAR & 
THE FALLS 

NAIK08I TO VICTORIA FALLS 
4 WEEKS. 

STARTS 27 JUNE 1997 
FINISHES 24 Jilt* 1997 

Kenya : Night 1: Nairobi. Night 2: Namanga 
- eii route visit Longoria Giraffe sanctuary. 
Vfe also visit the Maasai people. 

Tanzania: Night 3: Arusha - hustling town. 
Night 4: Tarangire - game drives in 
Tarangine N.P. and Lake Manyam N.P. 
Night 5: Ngorongoro Crater - extinct 
volcanic crater filled with game including 
elephant, black rhino, lion & cheetah; 
Night 6; Arusha. Night 7: Ml 
K ilimanjaro. Night 8: Dar cs Salaam - run 
down ho atmospheric Swahili city on the 
Indian Ocean. Night 9*11: Zanzibar - the 
spice island with an arable influence. 

Spice tour. Night 12: MIkumi N.P. - game 
drives in a park which is home to most 
species of East Africa's large game. Night 
13: Mbeya 

Malawi: Night 14: Mzuzu: Night 15: Nkahia 
Bay on Lake Malawi. Night 16*17: Salima 
Bay ■ qniur beaches far relaxing or taking 
optional hoar trips on the lake to see hippo 
or fish eagles. Night 18: Zomba Plateau * 
walking on Rift I ‘alley plateau covered in 
pine forests. Night 19: Blantyre. 






sEast 
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Zimbabwe: Nigfat 20-21: Harare - travelling 
via die Tele corridor in Mozambique. 

Night 22: Kariba - safari houseboat on the 
lake. Night 23: Karol Night 24: Binga. 
Night 25-27: Victoria Falls - THE falls bt 
Africa, an adventurer's playground with 
whitewater rafting, bungey jumping, 
canoeing and more available as opdanal 
extras. 

Price includes all accommodation, many 
tneo/s, most activities and aiJ gamepmk 
entrances and safaris. 

Flights and insurance not included. 

For more details about this trip, or a full 
brochure, contact us at 
Dragoman, I Camp Green, Kenton Rd, 
Debenbam, Suffolk IP14 6 LA 

Tel: 0172S 861133 yflTfv SJ| 

Fax: 01728 861127 |qp| 

email: indie @dragomaiuKuik 

www.dragOttian.co.uk 


Okavango 

JOURS A. SAFARIS 


Simply the best for 
tailored holidays In: 
BOTSWANA 
ZAMBIA & MALAWI 
MOZAMBIQL^ 
NAMIBIA & 
ZIMBABWE 
SOITH .AFRICA 
TANZANIA 
Tel: 0181 343 32S3 
Fax: 0181 343 3287 

grew websites 
iiajiwnr.tluriMWi _ 
ira Gadd Houac. yj J£> 
(LIB Aitadia Avenue. 
cBB London N32TJ «.«• 



WALKING W- GREW 
Uakkmo HeM*. Plu* mountain 

bWnfl, pahtitaB, wfltag. SUNVIL 

01B1-W7 4748 WTO ATOLB06. 

TURKEY - Altsmnave boWSy* hi . 
beautiful mountain aMtinfli. does 
Med coast Optional creative 4 
hoBstic ewiraea awH 5/pooL Col 
brochure. Hinur VatBsf 01548 
570742 

SKYROS Hottstic Holidays In 
Greece & CaitoOsan. Over 200 
courses led fiy axcetient tutors 
I net Ken Russel Sue Townsend 
& Toyah WHcox. Supert salting, 
friendly community. daL tood. 
017T 284 3065. 




France 


France 


i ii ill il In iiilin ii* T miiT~ "t" *' **~n~ ** — 'Lwwon (MMd, *Vti 
Pun tutuKt to inHad ■MMUSty Psismibw nuawUra. 



LISBON FOR LESS 


FROM 


£119 


RETURN 


12 FLIGHTS A WEEK FROM GATWICK - 
MORE THAN ANYONE ELSE 


rim 
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Balearics 

VINTAGE SPAIN. IMIoresn farrn- 
houseavrith pools. UnspoK areas. 
Nr coast. Pollenca & Sou thea st 
01954 281431 AfTO ATOL 2787. 

| Cyprus 

VILLAS WITH POOLS, village 
houses In unapoUl areas. Plus 
hits, flydrfves. as coned tours. 
SUNVIL 0181-8474748 AITO 
ATOL806. 


CORSICAN 

fytr 


An istand «ri WKCtaeutar BMuntam 

auks fragrant pine forests, 
crystal dear rivers. ashrMto 
and beautiful sediatad bead*. 

Small 5 Friendly Aubergw 
Mountain Inns Secret Retreats 
Beachstde ViOm and Apartments 
CJwk Hotels Ftf-dr,ve Cyding 
5,7 Humtiolr Pont Union m BOH 

nu. <■ . —«» I M MTOI 1W 


0171-385 8438 


CORSICAN PLACES. Tha Corsican 
specteRst. Lovoly range ol vDlas. 
cottages, apts 8 not Ms. Vary 

friendly, personal senrieaJ=a«ar 
avalL Can tor our 1997 brochure 
01424 774388. ATOL 2847 AITO. 

SIMPLY CORSICA. Discover the 
Matttarrenean s best-kept secret, 
an Wand of glorious beaches and 
apaetasular mountains, untar- 
nished by mass tourism. VOtas 
with pools, seaside cottages, 
mountain aubsrges and alyOsh 
hotels, Call (0181) B95 9323. 
ABTAV1337 ATOL 1922 AITO 


ANNUAL WORLDWIDE travel insur- 
ance covers you 
duration. Includes £1,000,000 
tnodtaaL plus baggage. Optional 
extras available- Underwritten el 
Uoytis. Only 4370 per person. For 

further tiettfls call MareueHsam 
4 Co. quoting "365 PoBcy" on 01 71 

739 3444. 


m 


France 



DOVER- CALAIS 




3,029 new ways 
to discover 
unspoilt France 


Discover France in a way that you never could 
on an ordinary holiday. Take a voyage of 
discovery on fool by bike, or by canoe (with 
your bags moved for you) through Idyllic French 
regions. 

You’ll stay in comfortable traditional hotels, 
with fine regional food and wines. YouH see the 
splendours for which France is famous. But 
along your path, well help you find the 
appealing UtHe comers tourists miss. You can 
discover tucked away Landscapes immortalised 
by the worttfs greatest artists, taste the 
little-known local dishes that Inspired the 
world’s finest cuisines, and poke into the nooks 
and crannies of sleepy half-timbered villages. 
And you’ll see a wider variety of wild flowers, 
birds and butterflies than you ever thought 
possible. If you She France, you'!) love our 
3,029 new ways of discovering it. 
Ring now tor your 1397 colour brochure. 



EIFH, BLACK FOREST Etavsrta. 
OnrotingamaB batata T«E22pp 8 
apts ire E2S3 pw. Also Austria. 
Skwa nta 8 C roatia. Auto Ptao 

01543 2S7777 

Germany - bally to<* wai manta 
and holal socomroadaDon. Afl 
major ermffl cards. Plans call 
German TVwrel Centra 01 St 429 
2SOO ASM ATOL 2977 IATA. 


SCANY 
UMBRIA 

ft COASTAL 
REGIONS IN naff 

Butane Prime V®» ad 
frutoumaMSmoBBt J , 
tools jok aid] Ikmii Cants. ■ 
EmfiaritattwfcdgdA < ■ 

prices at manly jgrffa. . 
ddakhde yfZml. 
omen (fired. ara ‘ 
TUSCANY NOW’ 
0171 272 5469 J 


CAREFREE 

ITALY 





traditional 

TUSCANY 



ATOL 2412 


HEDWAtfL 


01606 48699 


For the best deals from Dover to Calais this Summer, choose Sea Franca. Not only do 
we offer the lowest fares, but you can also save almost £40.00 on insurance. We now 
include free continental vehicle breakdown insurance with Gold Cover/Europ Assistance, 
plus personal travel insurance for the driver. 

‘Cor and four people fivs day return v/rfk free veWck) breakkwn mu/rcnca and penond JroveJ reuronca Far driver few 6 days, 
Trovel must be compfeled by 30.09.97. Full paymert moil be maria at time of booking. 


SAVE HONEY 
-book owe cn 
1700 PRIVATE 
OWNERS ADVOT7SF 

CtuloaLH ■ Vntns & Farm 
Hpums. many Wlh puott 
• Cwagas'Siudtos 
- Apanmsrts « Faff»ly HWete 
• MoOJa HomsG 
Bad 4 Bwaktass ■ Ciy Breata 

DrtHW^CiBN^Ciwsinas 
AI regions of Franc*. 

Ftm 77S n Cotow BroeJwe 

1^01484 682503 

hRudhmLdnznouUOTn 



0990 711711 


4^- the difference e'est 

SEAFRANCE 


Far boatings, cod nfenw&n «ij aw MbfilB Of ^.'wwwWraa».e&LJ. 


Far these and other World Offer. 
Holiday! call ns on 

€12*13 723 171 

AD hbUdays featured ire return 6am 
London on (elected fliphe and 
include hotel anommodwan as 
specified. AD are subject to 
andlidrificy and crave! periods. Book 
before 3 Orb May 1997, Altcniaovdy 
»« nv Teletext page 380l ytwr 
travel agent or Bridsfa Airways 
Travel Shop. 

Britch Airways 



Thomson 

City Breaks 

Escape 

while you can. 

• 2 ngnis inalThowL llihto 
23«1 Uay Hying man Heatnrm. 


BRITTANE DcKtiapn*. COM d'Azur 
8 wore. Lowly vWn. many with 
pools. Sunsataet vnias. abta 
V7278 Broehr 0161 7Q787S4 


Short sea 
crossings to 
France from £49 

Five day return for car and up to 
five passengers 

Late availability crossings to 
Belgium always available 


O ^ 

i fi 

° 9 

sp^?5 
o ^ 


Credit ciirdr. only Mon - Fri 9;im - Spm 


PROVENCE (Bantiol AtmO rifln In 3 
acre ollw gnw. sloaps 10. maid, 
pool 10*6 moms. CtOM to 18 
fKHs goR courses. WaUUy raw* In 
season L i ,250-1 ,500, out of *w- 
son L 500-1 J»0. WtorteffW 0033 
4 9192 0778, or phont 0033 4 
9180 B448A8X 0033 4 81S0 B442. 

BRTTTANY COAST OoUghlful atom 
cottago. VacandoB until Oct Fr 
OOpw.ref 01743365548. 

NORMANDY Tranqun 2 bad ootiagr 
aipa 4. naopwc W012S8 B17228 

R. LOIRE Cottago suh family with 
children, Win 0181 3847858 

FLY/DRIVE CORSICA. Direct Aghta 
Ittim iftartcfthMerlGalTrick to Bs»- 

tia. TafloMMMo BtoemriM or "0»- 
as-yoiHritBae* hoBdays to tha 
real Corsica, Apia,, howl* and 
mountain aubergas. a 
brochure ring MM2 240310. VFB 
Mondays Lai. ATTO. ATOL 1403. 

CYCLE TOURING (n Brittany from 
t190 par wosk. Button BBcon 
D1S78 3S037B 


CYCLING FOR SOFTIES irreans iW 

-e— >— tSStSSSfmS^ 


and a unkpia view of rural Franca 

from a btoycta. Apanl ATOL60S. 
W (0101) 248 sm 
PYRENEAN FOOTHILLS Between 

BtarfB& Pw. 18c stone colL S»« 
M. TranquR, vlow*. Not a*ta JuJ 
5lonndAug.£2aipw. IWOm 
8353477. 

DORDOGNE Fbat tima *dw<tlao4 
all dawa aroUaW*. FarmhowM 
with pool. Sta> 10 . TtonquO but 
dose to aU Bmenttlos. 0033 
553810840. 

CYCLING OR WALKING. Hotel to 
hoW loura.w«h togjwja carried. 

Or aingfa contra hoNdaya. Bo*# 
Franco. ATOL. AITO. 01B32 
(03O885 

LOT VALLEY/DORDOGNE SW 
France. Wldoadtacttai of country 
houses an wifh own pods. Colour 
brochure contact Potar Aldoua 
(Biofaftl Ktogtwwr Monday* 
D039SS340T1 13 or tar 0033 SS3 
40 74 71. 



A TASTE OF TUSCANY VDlas, C«- 

S , 4 apta. For brochure* call 
-mad* Toura on 0181 
2911430 

UMBRIAN PROPERTIES . Luxury 
medieval lormhouae and imtn 
villa uptt with pool. 003975 
9412128 

UMBRIA. WonderUncdriBssApts 
wtm pooh. 0101 880 0082/Fx 0331 
ROUE, FLORSJCE, VENICE Sktily 
Central epta/Wtaa Good ratos- 
oi8i eeoooea/Fx nasi 
SAN GUBGNANO/ TUSCANY. Fam- 
ily run, ruatic tarmhouae recently 
restored. Superb view*. Pool. 
Walks. Apta 218 pent (£270- 
430 pw). B4B 2 para (E35-45 d ay). 
Tri. Steven/NaBB* 0038-577- 
944466. 

SUNVIL DISCOVERY: Flexible fly- 
(fctvse to Uncany 4 Lhribtta. Char- 
acter BB accom. Plus Sktily. 
lake*. CUea. 0181-847 4748 AFTO 
ATOLBOB. 

VENETIAN APARTMENTS has a 
wonderful range ol private e/c 
properties to 1st in Vantca.Alvo 
Rome/Ftorencs/VeroiMtiVensw. 
0181 878 1130 Fax 0181 B7B0S82. 
CYCLING FOR SOFTIES have cho- 
®on quality hotels and axquMte 
menus torttielr Tuscany 4 Umbria 
tours on a bicycle. Aganl ATOL 
606. TW. (pi 81} 2485144. 

APULIA. CALABRIA, StOlX ArraW. 
Undiscovered South. Hotels, 
Ranna. vans. Apia. Ptwls. 101694) 
732193 ATOL 4029. 

LAKES. UMBRIA, TUSCANY 
Marche. SJeffy, Bbs. Hotels a 
apts. attractive prices. Hotels Im 
£22 B4B, opts wWi pool fm £221 
pw. Auto Plan 01 543 2S7777 


Kne coiuurv bornea ■mtii 
pools in aitractive histone 
Marche. Stiff P«*k 

availability on out Tuscan 
estates, - Siena, Horsoiiac 
Hills and Umbrian Border. 

0181 297 14704*.«*rec 
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BRIDGEWATER’S Idyfflc Italy coutt- 
rryslde and coast VIBas. Fanrv 
houses, Castles, TaOormada HoR- 
deys tor the Indepeodoni Trsv- 
aHw. ABTA D0219 0161 7Q7 S78S 
TUSCANY Flat for 2 in beautiful l«- 
slda farmhouse nr Siena. AvaH 
31/5-21/8 4 3VB omwrds ft. £325 
pry W Sm»i 0039 577863637 
INVITATION TO TUSCANY Ronacv 
tfc rxmagas 4 Juxurious rites to let 
In some of the loveSast areas d 
Tuscany. Tali 0121 429 5016 or 
0171 603 7111. 

SIMPLY TUSCANY 4 UMBRIA Tra- 
dHfonal country v/lla apartments 
with pool and lUndbta. By-drfv* 
hohdaya featuring chamting. Inti- 
mew hotels. Plus Special Interest 
Holidays and short breaks to Flo-, 
renca Wwb» call 0181 9868323. 
ABTA Vi 337 ATOL 1922 AITO 


DORDOGNE 15km Bergerac, 
Peaceful Oryhse. Sips 10. 3 
btftnns. Avail 9 Aug onwards. 
Price reduced Jun 4 early Jul. 
Q122S 428888. 

S.W. FRANCE, nr Cognac. DeBghtful 
character house & separate cot- 
tages, scswiy gardens, lakafpool 
nearby. Sips 2-12. Colour 
brochure. M. 0)392 817841 


Portugal 


Greece 


L VFB Hct-qaTS I'NBI 
Cr'«iipr T * »" 1 S f B I 



i :.Uj : jt. iil-5. 

Sj^CAI?S} 


Greek 
Islands Club 

Vli hdktai for those who 
want m escape the crowds 
biBqtaandconfort. 

Patos- fmtCA. Cepwjoma 
2amte*Kytvbia • Corfu 
SHMHC6*Sl(0ra£8 ■^OMSSOS 
For a brochure telephone: 

01932 220477 

hnpi/www vt*. cojjk/y^bat 
ABTAV3951 ATOL STS AfTO 


CRETE, SKIATHOS, SKOPEUOS. 
PeraonaUsed Holidays. Pools. 
Bloch 01 888 S779Q8 ATOL 2879 
THE INDEPENDENT recommend# 
Pure Crete, We houses In Md»- 
away villages • breathtaking 
scenery 4 empty beaches -0181 
760 06TO ATOL 2757. 

GRECO FILE 8 F1LOXEN1A Escapa 
pedtegaa. Mainland & unusual 
ms. AW Alto 01422 379999. 



SIMPLY 

r onian 


tan. Corfu, Lclko, Mepouti, 
llbaea. Crptofonta. Zakrotb* 
Ooimwndaft, Grwt/wIMirr 
m lfflom tkr matniMOBL. 
Primt tObu pools, tatii 
ata caragn ta taai^U raextifr 
Jocorpnu tj *4r tea tad infant. 

0181 995 9323 

Amrixi: «m.iKz aito 



If you wish to advertise in this 
section please telephone the 
Travel Tteam on 0171 293 2222 


Devon & Cornwall 


The Palace Hotel 

Torquay TQ1 3TG 

Privately owned 
hotel, .beauti- 
fully set in "26 
acres of grounds, 
leading to 
An e toy's Cove. 
The rinriyglled 
leisure facilities 
inclnde; Nine 

. hole-golf coarse, 

indoor and outdoor teams courts and' awim.Rtnig! 
pools. An exceptionally high atandfinf of service 
and excellent cuisine awaitel . • C . • ' 

3 night breakf available from £150. pp DBB. Can 
only be booked up to eight weeks in advance' 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY. The Azores. 
Widest, moat Itodbto range to titi* 
stunning archtpetago. Whale 
watohing. atat-847 4748 AfTO 
ATOLB04 

FARO/LOU LE Beautiful WttsWe 
location vWa alps 12. Sbdrms. 
pool, rutnla court, m#L Tat 01442 
6Z75Q 

SIMPLY PORTUGAL. Truly Initirid- 
uai vBlaa wttii pools, glorious 
manor houses 4 ffactad BoW 4 
pousedas alt ovar Ms fascinating 
cwurary, ptua Itoxtota ■Wandartng’ 
holkfays and city breaks, (hiai) 
995 9323. ABTA Vi 337 ATOL 1922. 
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battle 

won? 

W hen Tony Blair : 

reached Downing < 
Si wet- more than a 1 

few hfthhU W’trc 


W hen Tony Blair 
reached Downing 
direct, more than a 
few hobble hats must 
iidi'c neen lossed into the air. The 
ramblers of Britain are on the 

ih r8 *». 0f :,n llisloriL ' v ‘ cl °ry- At last 
. L -V have a government pledged to 
give walkers a “right to roam" 
O'er i he countryside. 

The landed interests must, 
meanwhile, have shuddered as 
. , y Ivarm of Mr Blair's minister- 
ial appointments. Set aside, for a 
moment. Tony Banks. Minister for 
_P* ,n and left-winger. You know 
whose side he is instinctively on 
when the Duke of Westminster 
puts up a "private” sign. (Will Mr 
Banks perhaps become known as 
minister of funny walks?) 

The Cabinet is packed with 
enthusiastic ramblers. One of Chris 
Smith s first acts, as Secretary of 
State for National Heritage, was to 
issue a message to the Ramblers' 
Association: "Let's make ’right to 
roam' a reality". He used to go hill 
walking with John Smith, who 
made Labour's first pledge to leg- 
islate for a “right to roam”. It was 
the former Labour leader's ambi- 
tion. as part of his recovery after 
his first heart attack, to reach all 
the mountain peaks above JtKHIft. 
a feat Chris Smith has himself 
achieved. Honouring the right 10 
roam pledge is now seen as a 
memorial to Labour's lost leader. 

Meanwhile. Frank Dobson, 
David Gark and Ann Taylor have 
all publicly backed the right to 
roam. Last year, Paddy Tipping, 


Labour MP for Sherwood, intro- 
duced a private members bill which 
foreshadows action by the new 
government. The bill was lost but 
its introduction was approved by 
144 votes to 60 - Tony Blair voted 
in favour. One sign of the Prime 
Minister’s continuing commitment 
came only this week. Elliot Morley, 
who shadowed the countryside 
brief in opposition, was given the 
same task as an agriculture minis- 
ter. If Mr Morley carries on in gov- 
ernment in the same way as he did 
in opposition, the “private” signs 
will soon be coming down all over 
the countryside. 

Labour's pledge has excited 
much controversy. After all. there 
are still great tracts of Britain 
which are forbidden to walkers. In 
the Forest of Bowland in Lan- 
cashire, for example, ramblers have 
long been banned from all but a 
fraction of the 37,000 acres of 
moorland. During the election, 
some Conservatives argued that 
Labour's pledge would give walk- 
ers the right to traipse through 
your garden. Michael Heseltine 
described Labour’s plans as “a 
menace” to farmers. The plans will 
be fought hard by the well-organ- 
ised Country Landowners Associ- 
ation, which prefers a system of 
voluntary access negotiated with 
individual landowners. 

Any new law is, however, likely 
to be limited. Labour narrowly 
defines open country as mountain 
and moorland. River banks are 
excluded because of the difficulties 
of offering access. Even cliffs and 



Walkers will enjoy more wide open spaces if the new 
government honours its pledge, writes Jack O’Sullivan 


foreshore - which climbers would 
like included in the definition - 
may not be included. Farmland is 
definitely not going to be open to 
the roaming walker. There would 
also be a duty upon the walker to 
exercise due care. 

Demands to legislate for a right 
to roam go back to 1884, but 
attempts have always been 
defeated by landed interests, well' 
represented in the House of Lords. 
There has, nonetheless, been grad- 
ual progress in opening up the 
British countryside. The Open 
Spaces Society, founded in 1865 
and supported by several Cabinet 
ministers, saved the likes of Epping 
Forest and Hampstead Heath for 
the nation (Gladstone was a keen 
walker and once made a major 
political speech at the age of 83 
from a huge boulder in Cwm Llan 
on the south side of Snowdon). In 



Elliot Morley: Labour’s 
open minded countryman 

the 1930s. there were mass tres- 
passes in the Pennines and ram- 
blers played cat-and-mouse with 
gamekeepers on the forbidden 


northern moorlands. There were 
huge rallies at Winnats Pass in the 
Peak District as ordinary people 
demanded access to open country. 

The battle was partly won then. 
The Ramblers' Association, led 
by the then Labour Chancellor, 
Hugh Dalton, passed the National 
Parks and Access to the Country- 
side Act in 1949. which, within a 
decade, granted special protec- 
tion to the finest 10 per cent of the 
landscape in England and Wales. 
Local authorities were given the 
power to negotiate access agree- 
ments with landowners and offer 
compensation. Kinder Scout in 
the Pennines, scene of a famous 
mass trespass in 1932, is now 
owned by the National Trust. The 
Pennine Way, from Ed e dale to the 
Scottish border, has been open for 
more than 30 years. 

Perhaps the most important of 


Under the Blair 
government, 
ramblers may 
have a chance 
to extend their 
rights beyond the 
footpaths and into 
the open country 

PHOTOGRAPH: 

JEREMY 5UTTON-H3BBERX 


all these initiatives was a decision 
by the 1945-51 Labour Govern- 
ment to produce a definitive map 
of all rights of way. This map is now 
the ramblers' Domesday book, 
arbitrator in all disputes. 

There are, of course, still many 
examples of rights of Way being 
ignored Typical is a walk which 
starts at Harlow Common and 
heads for the picturesque Essex 
villages of Matching and High 
Laver. Once you have gone under- 
neath the Mil. you leave the traf- 
fic behind and reach tree-lined 
fields of wheat and potatoes, 
through which old rights of way 
forge a path. A pint beckons 
towards the end of the four or five- 
mile round trip at the John Barl- 
eycorn in Threshers Bush. But 
long before you arrive there, the 
ancient footpath hits an immov- 
able obstacle. Beyond are fields 


and stiles, but instead of pressing 
on to the open countiyside, you 
suddenly find yourself in some- 
one's driveway. A 10ft wail and a 
wroughr-iron gate, overlooked by 
a family house, blocks the route. 
You'll have to go a different way 
if you want that pint. 

This experience is every ram- 
bler's nightmare. The map says 
where the footpaths should be. but 
they are obstructed. In this case, 
the wall was erected only In the 
past few years and a battle between 
walkers and the homeowner 
ensues. In others, a farmer may 
have erected a barbed-wire fence 
or you encounter a field of rape 
which is impassable without wield- 
ing a large machete. Or the old 
path along the edge of the field has 
been ploughed up, leaving a deep 
ditch as your only remaining route. 

Next weekend, the Ramblers’ 
Association will be out in force, 
holding a "Tree Your Paths Week- 
end" in an attempt to stop such 
abuses, which, says the association, 
make it difficult or impossible to 
use a quarter - 35,000 miles in all 
- of the public footpaths in Eng- 
land and Wales. Ramblers will be 
scaling walls and fences and walk- 
ing through over-cropped fields, 
reclaiming their rights of way. 

But they know that they will win 
these skirmishes because the law is 
on their side. What realty excites 
them now is the chance that the 
Blair Government gives them to 
extend their rights well beyond the 
footpaths - to boldly go where no 
rambler has gone, legally, before. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


travel • overseas, uk 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Turkey 





PUERTO DE MAZARRON. Costa 
Catida. Lumay 2/5 bedroom vffias, 
private pools. aaleOMo Lv. 5 mins 
ID sea In unspoHI Spam. Call Pal 
or John Can on 01932 248428. 

5ITGE5 (CATALONIA) Saif con- 
tained Opt 10 let stpe 3. 00343 
7Z719Z8 

COSTA BRAVA nights direct from 
Bournemouth airport to Gerona. 
Saturday departures. tatandara 
1st 01202 578422. ATOL 4099 

ANDALUC1A Between Med a Snow 
Paata of Granada. Three cottages 
In hWstde olive grow, pool, mod 
cons. Tel 01564 782321. 

GUIDED WALKING- through the 
gotten Wages of AntMucta and tn 
the foothills of uw Pyrenees. Tel. 
Headwater (01806) 42220. AJTO 
ATOL 2412. 

VINTAGE SPAIN. Country houses 
with pools In utwpoflt areas of 
Catalunya 8 Andalucta. Nr coast. 
01954 201431 AJTO ATOL 2787 

ANQALUCIA. VILLAGE HOUSE. Nr 
mntna S sea. Sips 4. Great walfc- 
mg/wBdnte. Tel 0034 5BB30674 


DISCOVER the beauty of Tuitoy 
from aboard private 8R crewed 8 
benh mtaw yacM (Bthyeer) 0161- 
340 8515. 

SIMPLY TURKEY Discover a 
doUgWfulty dHsrem Turkey, away 
from the mataatmm, with our 
urdquarangaofruntfcotUBaa,v8- 
las with petas and Mondly hotels. 
Plus our fiaxBds wandering pro- 
gramme. npecW Interest holidays. 
fluJel cruising and Istanbul city 
breaks. 0181 895 9323 ABTA 
VI 337 ATOL 1922 AJTO 


Overseas Travel 
Advertising 
also appeals on 
page 12. 


UK Travel 
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Activity Holidays 


TRY SOMETHING 
NEW... Culture and 
civil ised camping - a 
FIESTA of the creative arts with 
childcare - FOR FAMILIES. . July 
25th - Aug 10th. Holidays from 5-17 
days in a beautiful part of Devon. 

For a brochure ring 01548 821388 
or write to Campus. FREEPOST, ./) 
Tomes TQ97NQ. ' 


Devon & Cornwall 


LEARN TO SWIM 


jUipal Cfjacp ftote I 

THE RIDGEWAY. ENHELD. 

TEL: 6181 366 6508 
FAX: 9MI *67 71*1 

VISITING ENFIELD BE SURE TO STOP 


SET IN ROLLING COUNTRYSIDE 

ssSS” 


SSBMjfoALA CASTBUBNVS 


Newspaper PuUsWng pic 
regrets tisi although every - 
reasoraUB precaution is taken, 
no responsUBy een be 
accepted far SghtsondJbr 
acoommodabon offered 
. tough these ariumr* or any 




7 DAY RESIDENTIAL 
SWIMMING HOLIDAYS 
wrm GUARANTEE 
IN OUR 13TH YEAH 
TWO HEATED POOLS 

FREEFONE 
0800 281 372 

FOR FREE INFO PACK 

International B wl inn l n g School 


1 !!■,. i'j. : .-.wui.Lii 

feiiii 


WMK-WKESfiSsST... 

X LroWniiDklB X 
^ UHBcn>A«v>n KAihnrt ** 

. >*mr4 and Hr «ntMt . 
-jk" . taunts torn lsu» ^ 
Ci/itmir ■wnnrunxru 
Dotes HoMoy Cottages 

222L799821 


Get Active Go Acorn. 



Holidays Afloat UK 


BRITAIN'S BEST SaV Drive Nmw- 
boffl HoOdays. Widest choice. 
Beginners very welc om e . Tel 


AWARD WINNING NARROW- 
BOATS born 4 oxceOsm bases, 
tourist board graded. Short 
breaks and longn Bruch M 
(0121)4459909 

BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY; Surrey/ 
Hants. Lux boats. (01258) 703881. 


THE SPORT AND CRAFT MANOR 

CRECHE & ACTIVITIES FOR UNDER 10’S 


COUNTRY HOWE HOTELS - Sopert view*, had sad strata 
U9RQUE CRAFT CENTRE - Ftf THUm - PaHay, Cindhs. 
Gbn Eapntot, EmMlHag, PaMtag, Pidare Framing 
HEATED Indoor Pools, Sana, Squash, 
indoor BadaMfln (4), fenriv (5). Mb* 
Ardwry/Alr Rida Ratye, finis as Rna, 


4 OittbMr Tunis, 11 Mur, S Outdo bt 
B owls. ALL FUEL GfcOd Rata. Party DM. 
Crash* & tan Ctab - Sopenbad tatvtta 
for 0 - 18 yrs - selected dates 

MID MAY -4 Ms £158/168; 3 Ms £127/134; - DINNER BAB 
ME to JULY5-4MS £3487158; 3 Ms £127/13* FULL BOARD 
MB) AIM - 4 M» £198/225; 7 Nta <31*379 - RILL BOARD 




FREE GOLF - 3 t 18 HOLE COURSE 
DRIVING RANGE. GOLF CARS. TUITION 


Manor Adventure 

Family and duldnei's. activity 
holidays, quality en suite 
accommodation, meals and 
6 full days of activities for 
cmJy £175. Over 3S activities. 
Qualified instructors. 
8000 satisfied clients pa. 

01584 861333 

(office hours) 


SUFFOLK CYCLE BREAKS. QuaBty 
holidays wfth Kill bacfcup.W/anda 
or longer For Bruch: (01448) 
721655 


Dorset 


BEAWNSTER Strata cottage with 
pretty garden. Sleeps 4/7 . Sea 8 
miles. ET8 2 keys approved. 
£3604300 p*. 0181 852 0633 

EYPE, SMALL QUIET SITE, beach 
200 yards, sun vans for Mrs & 
camping, pats welcome, 01308 


CORPS CASTLE Detached bunga- 
low, 2 bedrooms, historic vllage. 
glorious oountiy/soa. Sunday to 
Sunday. 01 803 311648. 


East Anglia 


mm 


Lovely houses & apartments 


coast or country 


♦ For Rm Cototf Rochas * 
tkIULKEOE HOLIDAYS 

01297 22925 

M ft* SUM. 5 mM. Own EX12 BA 
Tourid Boat) htpecW 




to mention 


The Independen 


en replying to 


adverts 


Ireland 


SIDMOUTH 

DISCO VER THE 
DELIGHTFULLY SITUATED 
MOUNT PLEASANT HOTEL 
Thu AA** Grade D bad former 
rrcWT. iffittii ike darn led ckymCf 
xatn loop dace pan. With a retard 
amoebae Ac Hold a cnnpfcmeoed 
by ipfcadid cosac. tadrfidy decorated 
es-sukt bdronBa rtd «mpfc paling. 

Tet 01395 514694 


DEVON CONNECTION, Luxury 
Bams, pool. bar. TW 01 548H0964 


Hot off the prase new 1887 beat 
aver colour brochure. Phone 
nowll 017G6 702201 

CORNWALL AND DEVON 300 cot- 
tages throughout (01752) 
260711. 

A FINE SELECTION of Cottages on 
both coasts of ComwaH and on 
ScOy. Brochure flora Cornish Tta- 
dMonal Cottages. (01208) 87255ft. 
7 day personal swvfcs SsrsSpm. 

FREE COLOUR GUIDE 10 the 600 
bast value cottages In Devon 
(01271)78322. 



IRISH COUNTRY HoBdaya • the 
pte mler cho ice. Over 300 taflvfcf- 
uaf c o flfl g M , Fiiuil wnai i I l ot ils. 
H .Shannon CrUMng and Gypsy 
Caravan* al to toe highest stan- 
dards. Many welcome pots. 
Rnwtt 902 560888 (24 hews) 
SHAMROCK Cottages, 288 atact 
kMfivkfcial coOsgea ta auparb Iocb- 
ttons. Dt*c Fares. AlTO. Col Bra 


CASHEL HOUSE HOTR, Con- 
nenare. Co. Gahray. Elegant 
etuis by the sea. Tel: 
00353.95.31001. Fax: 31077 



MAYSPECIAL > 

3 NIGHTS FROM £89 
B«L hnekfimt sad «*■ b| swat 
Urp mfnuu hoteL aueruunmcsL 
mdoor pool jwnso. uum. 

* FREE CAR FERRY * 
SeodriqdM Hold 
Satan, Sandoam. hfe of Wight 

Tel: 01983 406655 

But HWMqr . 

3 eifkn fivM £99 y 


Sell utnlng hobtlvy -X- 
propert g (n runri and 
. coasUllocMions bom . 
+ Durham to Cooiooc X 
country and the Bonlm. 

^ Data HoMsy Cottages + 


COAST AND COUNTRY COT. 
TAGES. Free Colour Brochure: 
NCCC LTD Alamouth, NorthTd. 
Tot: 016B5 830902/830783 

(24Hra). 

SUPERB cottages. Northumbria. 
Ybtk Dates. Lakes, Pasks. Sykas 
Cotiagas 01244 345700. 




Peace and quiet in a beautiful 
family run Georgian hotel. 

Uwely gardens and views. 
Exceten! food. Bi suite rooms; 
col TV, tea/cottee lacSfes. 
DB4B from £222*240 pfw 
£3650 per day 

Srrimoutfi Hotel 01395 513432 


Scotland 



COOUBE CROSS HOTEL 
BOVEY rnacer sjxvO" 
E^autdrd County Hdum* Motet 
wSh sowiww'w irtew* at 
Mwimcxx 24 brrfcooms «*iti 
aO lacShBi Good «r*Jnq 

rtanrj nnd gait rwcirhy i» rvnif 
m ms new htdeer s trimming 
poaL nun A MbdiMi 
Tor 3 good break 
•icrScnt Engksh cieuv* 
From only CiOS pppn HB lor 
Any 3 nights or more 
Tel 01526 832476 RAC 


FOWEY/POLHUAN. Charming 
wwsnids cottages. Superb riews. 
Central Heating. Qinghfes ava*- 
abto. Pets mtoma 0157B 
344667 

SALCONBE. Nr beaoh, gt soa 
views, Igs gardan, 3 adl proper- 
tiaa. rips 4-20. 01590 242409 

BODMIN IIOOR IdyUc R’aWe cttL 
tag Ora. four poatac 0120874408. 

SALCOMBE .KaDaton, nr tanno- 
eomfaa bmuDful 1BC consge. taps 
7/ B targe gdn, comfortabM. sps- 
dcu nr sscret baachas Bid wMks 
avail summer/ autumn. Tbl 01223 
833318 

EXMOUTH comfortable very wall 
appointed 3 bad hsa, im from 
beach tag grdn short term lots 
MaV-Sapt bid. C3S0-B450 pw. 


LUXURY FLAT Siaaps 5. One mlla 
see. W 01548 560064 


Northumbria 


PRIVATELY OWNED BUNQAIOW 
at Hawfcashoad nr AntatesUe pho- 
tos + Pouris TBL (0161) 7485140 
GRANffi. TTffi OUTLOOK, gtartaus 
vtowa, qutai i9thC coach house, 
siaaps 4. Woodstove, CH, garden. 
Fmm 9 Aug. 01229 869005 
COTTAGES In rural location, sips 
2/8. Pats welcome. 
iScravms/Lv/Mctairaazsriwath 
sc Open fires, Dnan provided. 
01229 717326 


Norfolk 


THE BLAKENEY 
HOTEL 

aAIBaC *** 

Bhbcarjr. Nr. Hah, Norfolk. 
OvcriooLiue National Trust 
Harbour, traditional prnrarety 
owned Criendly hotel with 60 
bedrooms. HL healed indoor 
pool spa halh. saunas and mini 
gym. Relax walk. saiL play golf, 
explore the Norfolk vHlagex. 
commyade and coast. 
Sftciil aifHHek tats fir Safer Grins 
MM)teV«ka6Bnib 

BrodsK 01253 740797 


BLAKBiEX Comtortabia s/c farm 
bungabosi Panoramic views. Skis 
5. Tri 01 283 740738. 


Pembrokeshire 



UylBc setting in Naiional 
Park by moor and mounam 
and ancient stew circle 
Bnuilful JWl year old 
Camthouae. sleop-i 2-8. Abo 
cuiugc for i Ewflau vwwii. 
'xulks. beaches and midlife. 
Pottery nfitj«i3«aalabk. 

For brochure pbo*c 

01994 419278 



The Lake District 


LAKE DISTRICT WELCOME COT- 
TAGES . Hot off the press new 
1997 beat ever colour brochure. 
Phone now! 1 01 756 702308 
HJUTHWATTE HOUSE, Wlnder- 
’ mere, Thombarrow Road, over- 
looking lake- AR rooms arawna 
(scans with Jacuzzi baths) Satst- 
IRa TV. taamoklng, Sauna Tylo 
Steam Room and heated Indoor 
pool BOfety for our guests' use. 
Znigms. Scourss fltimor BAB 
Ind.VAT only £99, SnlghtB onfy 
£130. BradBira: 015394 43630 
RATHER SPECIAL COTTAGES la B 
secret corner of Southern Late- 
tate.Tet01B3S5 30475 
RATTERDALE HALL ESTATE oSare 
range oi a/C aocom on private 300 
sere Estate. Sec between UBswa- 
ter sod Hatvedyn. Brochure 
(017884) 82300. {24 hr) or tw. 
BUTTER MERE VALLEY quiet vil- 
lage 1BC cottage, steeps 4. C/H. 
T.V. log fire, patio gardaa vacan- 
cies July in October. Telephone 




SCOTLAND'S WELCOME COT- 
TAGE . Hoi on the press new 
1997 best ever colour brochure. 
Phone nowfl 01756 702213 

COTTAGES AND HOUSES over 180 
ki South Soottand. For luH colour 
brochm cal Q U Thomson A Co 
(01556) 50403a 

ARGYLL. Superb Hated Georgian 
country house In 30 seres. Spate 
river and eaa ta c h frontage. Fam- 
Hy hoSdaya. house partita. Short 
breaks etc. Mas 8 s/c. Teh 01546 
860261. e-malt recmact8com- 
pu3erve.com. 

GLENELG, Row-ehktK CondorV 
able cottage, fully raoderolaad, 
shaming outlook saa and Skye. 
Sleeps 8/8. AvatiaMa tan mid- 
May Phone 0141-3344493. 


Suffolk 



The Peak District 


-PEAK COTTAGES- Quality S/C 
aocom. In Derbyshire Delee an d 
Pasta. Brochure 01142 620777 


Sussex 


8EDLE6COMBE. Bridcweti Hotel nr 
Sana. Ttidor Manor. Winter/Spring 
breeta. 2 nights £96 pp DB*a 3TO 
m accom free, pay £30 only for 
dinner 8 breektaal RAC restau- 
rant award 01-06. Tel (01424) 
870253 


Wales 


FORtST CABIN BARGAIN BREAKS!; 


RING 01222 387070 TODAY! 



Tliree Cocfc Pfotef 
and Restaurant 

^•Brecon L-P3QSL 


15c. Inn, at the foot of the 
Black Mmiirtnirm . near 
Hay on Wye, renowned for 
its Belgian cuisine, 
awarded AA.2 Rosettes 
tor cooking. Quality rating 
73%. Close to Hereford 
Nappa Mnndi; Elan and 
Golden Valleys 


YORKSHIRE, DALES, Moore, YORK OVER 25% OFF. Haworth 
Coast. Potet S Lake DtatriBL Qvar Court Hotel. Brochure 01904 

200 s/0 cottages. Iflus. Brochure 425156 

HofldBjrGettearaYtoWttiio.wasr SUPS1B cottages. Yorks Data, 
SL Sldptnn. BD28 iPB. (OlTSfi) Northunbrla, Lakes. Peaks. Syku 

700872. CottaOta 01244 345700. 

HAWES, WENSLEYDALE. 40 Coun- 
COTTAGES Yorkshire hcLYbtk. try CdUagas. FhriS wskome. 
Colour Brochure 01 B45597EE0. Brochure 01696 6$7 654 
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It’s not just a question of pot luck 


Gardening: Anna Pavord on the 
best plants for tubs and troughs 


P utting a plant in a pot has the 
same effect as putting a frame 
round a picture, lx focuses the 
eye and sets the object apart. 
Neither pots nor frames 
should overwhelm. If you have a pot of 
decided character, it may be more satis- 
factory to let it stand alone. Filling it with 
flowers could be as indigestible as cram- 
ming two puddings into one lunch. 

Pots prmide a quick-fix solution to sev- 
eral gardeni ng problems. They allow ycaa: 
to grow plants in places such as balconied 
and roof gardens that have never had a 
sniff of real soil. At ground level, where 
earth may have been supplanted by con- 
crete and tarmac, well-planted pots give 
an illusion of fecundity and growth. 

You can also use them to give instant 
lift to borders. This is how I use lilies. I 
mostly lose them if I plant the bulbs in the 
ground. 1 suspect small black keeled 
slugs are the problem. Flamed in pots, the 
lilies bulk up and prosper and can then 
be plunged into the middle of patches 
where less is happening than it should be. 

Pots are also dangerously addictive, as 
anyone who has them will already know. 
One on its own acts as a magnet, for they 
are by nature clusterers. And what bet- 
ter to set off a fine fuchsia in a pot than 
a clutch of other pots round its base, filled 
with a complementary mixture of pelargo- 
niums, heflehrysums or the blue daisy 
flowers of felicia. 

This is one way you can get round the 
problem of not having pots that are big 
enough, on their own. for mixed plant- 
ings- The watering is more difficult, as 
smaller pots dry out very much more 
quickly than big ones. But sempervivums 
(the round flat fleshy rosettes called 
house leeks), which do not like compe- 
tition from other plants, are best grown 
on their own in small, low pots. Then they 
can be grouped with succulents such as 
waxy aeoniums and pots of laurenria. 


Lauren tia - like felicia —is a container 
plant that has suddenly come out of 
nowhere fast. I grew it in pots last year, 
partly because I liked the blue, star- 
shaped flowers, but also because the 
foliage is so good. It is dark and deeply cut. , 
The disadvantage is that the plants, left to 
themselves, are very slow to come into 
fewer. It was August before they made 
^htything of themselves. Full grown plants, 
benight at a garden centre, wfllhavebeen 
pushed on faster than I pushed my plants, 
which were set outride in mid-May; - 

Cunning gardeners, with greenhouses 
and conservatories at their disposal, start 
making up their pots undercover in mid- 
April so that by the time they go out, the 
plants are well advanced in growth. But you 
need a trailer or a strongback, or both, to 
shift; them from the inside out. Tfbu also 
need a lucky break with the weather. Plants 
grown inride develop in a softer fleshier 
way than they do outside, where hail, heavy 
rain and wind can tear them to bits. 

Paul Williams, who plants up fabulous 
pots in the garden at Bourton House, Bour- 
lon-on-the-Hill, Gloucestershire, always 
uses plenty of good foliage in his contain- 
ers. That, more than flowers, he says, is 
what makes them look rich and exotic. With 
a rich abutilon, such as Ashford Red’ he 
uses rannas, sprawling bidens, which like 
laurentia, has excellent foliage, and then 
adds a few more unusual touches, such as 
pale apricot Mimulus ourontiacus and 
orange-red cigar flowers {Cuphea ignea). 

On its own, the mimulus is a scraggy 
grower, but thrown in a melde with other 
plants, its straggling habit is disguised and 
you can admire it extravagantly for its 
strangely coloured flowers. It is very good 
with foe acid-coloured helichrysum Time- 
light’, but helichrysum is one of the top 10 
plants for containers, good with most 
things. Sometimes it tries to swamp. Then 
you need to be ready with secateurs to stop 
it taking over, limelight' is better in 
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Leafy Ideals: abutilon and mimulus produce good foliage for a well planted pot 


CLIVE NICHOLS (BOURDON HOUSE! 


shade than in sun, when it tends to scorch. 

Begonias are not most people's first 
thought for containers, but Paul Williams 
uses them brilliantly. He’s particularly 
fond of B. suthaiandii. \ a South African 
species with lon^, slender trailing stems, 
and lopsided bngbt green leaves, often 
veined with red. The flowers are small but 
they are produced in hanging bunches, foe 
same smudgy, chalky shade of apricot 
orange as the mimulus. Both look good 
with the lime helichrysum. 


I'm also very keen on Begonia fuch- 
sioides. Its name tells you what to expect. 
It’s a begonia pretending to be a fuchsia. 
It can grow up to three feet tall with 
strong, reddish coloured stems. The 
foliage is tiny and very glossy. And the 
foliage is all you will get, if you use this 
as a container plant, for the flowers come 
during foe winter, hanging panicles of 
pink and white. 

Because its habit is so upright, B fueh- 
sioides, like the abutilon Ashford Red', 


is best used as a centrepiece in a biggish 
pOL with other plants grouped around it. 
Try it with scrambling silver-leaved Con- 
volvulus althaeoides and the ever-obliging 
lobelia, another of the container top 10. 
The ‘Cascade’ series of lobelias is first 
choice for hanging baskets, but it is 
equally good in pots too, dripping out over 
the sides to give the feeling of abundance 
that is the keynote of all the best planted 
pots. 

Another Williams trademark is the use 


of herbaceous perennials n£i 
Crocosraia, for instance, it s ia 
ous choice for planting in a jx* 
points out, the sword-shaped 
foe same job as the New Zealand^ 
pbonnium. The flowed, at the ' 

end of the spectrum, blend na 
nasturtiums swirling around 
Williams, of. course, does sol 
more sophisticated than that Bet 
crocosmias in pots with hedyauum 
ger lilies) to produce wildly jungiedt—^ 

You are also more used to seemgthfe 
striped grass, Hakonechloa mac* Sta» 
ola’ in borders than m pots, but like aU 
grasses, it has great grace and can be used 
as an arching centrepiece in a biggish pot. 

The stripes are bright green and yellow, 
so you need to think carefully about what 
is to go with it. White is safe, and foe 
underpkurnng could be of white-flowered 
petunias. Alternatively, you could build on 
foe yellow note, and add daisy-flowered 
Coreopsis vertiUicata , either lemon yellow 
‘Moonbeam’ or the usefully drought- 
resistant ‘Zagreb’, which has rich golden- 
yellow flowers. The foliage is finely cut. 

Mr Williams often uses another grass, 
Molinia caerulea ‘Vanegata’, in pots. Its 
taller than foe stripy hakonechloa, and foe 
spiky flowering heads are held well above 
foe foliage, which is, again, striped, but 
much more subdued than hakoneddoa. If 
you like subdued plantings, use it with pur- 
ple-leaved clover (Trifolium rvpens Tu r- 
purascens Quadritolium’). If you think it 
needs ligh tening up, plant it with varie- 
gated felicia or blue-and-white nemesia. 
The oddly named nemesia ‘KLM* 
(Thompson and Morgan £1.69) would be 
ideal. 

For more planting ideas for tubs, hanging 
baskets and window boxes, see Paul 
Williams's new book 4 Creative Containers' 
(Conran Octopus, £12.99). The garden at 
Bourton House, Bourton-on-the-Water is 
open every Thursday and Friday from 29 
May to 24 October (12-5pm). Admission 
£2.50. Good pots are available from S&B 
Evans, 7a Ezra St (just off Columbia Rd) 
London E2 7RH, open Fridays ( 9am-5pm ) 
and Sundays (9am-130pm). Other times by 
appointment, call 0171-729 6635. 






\ > 





CUTTINGS 


Osborne House, Queen Victoria's 
beloved home on foe Isle of Wight, 
is open tomorrow (lOam-bpm) in aid 
of foe National Gardens Scheme. 
The terraced gardens sweep down to 
the sea, east of Cowes, and are deco- 
rated in foe Renaissance manner 
with wildly ornate fountains and stat- 
ues. The garden made for Victoria’s 
brood of children surrounds a Swiss 


cottage. Admission (gardens only) 
£350, bouse and garden £6. 

At the Orangery, Kenwood, another 
English Heritage property, you can 
listen to poetry and music tomor- 
row, as part of a celebration. The 
Glories of foe Garden, which starts 
at 7.30pm. Tickets (£7-14) from 
Ticketmaster on 0171-413 1443. 


Water-storing polymers have 
proved their worth over the last 
couple of blazing, dry summers. 

You mix them with compost and 
they hang on to water better than 
the best-trained camel. Available 
from Greenacres Horticultural Sup- 
plies, PO Box 122&, Iver, Bucks 
(01895 835235), price £4.20 for 12g 
or £7 for 250g. 


gardening 


AN ASHDOWN SPECIAL OFFER FOR MAY 


QUALITY ROSE ARCH - SAVE OVER30 V 5 


INC 

P&P 


WAS £324& 


Now only 

£ 19.95 


+£2.95 

P&P 


You won’t find a more rewarding or more 
affordable way to transform the appearance of your 
garden with cascades of glorious summer colour. 

Imagine the possibilities. Use your arch to form 
romantic and fragrant entrances from one part of 
your garden to another. As a focal point overa path, 
framing a gateway or even as a charming floral porch 
over a door. A series of arches draped with clematis 
or honeysuckle creates the graceful pergola effect so 
evocative of the English country garden. 

Our special offer arch is based on a traditional 
design and is the natural and improved successor lo 
the classic structures of the Victorian era. 
Constructed from strong steel lube, finished with a 
maintenance-free black nylon coating with moulded 
joints and horizontals. Supplied ready for easy self? 
assembly your arch will provide 
enduring pleasure for many years 
lo come. But we do advise you to 
place your order now. 

The offer is only available by 
mail order to readers of this adver- 
tisement who respond before the 
offer doses on May 3 1st t<W7. \ WoaseswSma . 



-Qffrr«/V*ata{/K" 




Normal despatch within 5 days but allow 28 days for delivery 

ASHDOWN SPECIAL OFFERS 

East Grirustead, Sussex RH 19 2HG. a [Man at « 9 *ames l*. 

TtocwVOTSr(gStesdLmfcrltaDuPnt«a«MS1HM FW«« *1 ' DBK-30 


ORDER NOW - OFFER ENDS MAY 31ST 



fqty) dROSEARCHESal E1&95 each +£2.95 PSP. 


Sand cheque to Ashdown Seeds Otters. East Gmstaad. Sussex BH 1 9 2HG. 
O charge Mast aCand □ visa □ Switch □ Tow E 


crarr n TnTn'TiTnn 

Name Switch Issue Na 1— .1-1 

Address 


Postcode. 


.Tat. 


fteass fte<a i you do rw vwsh «) recefce otferoa* 
oitestrom Kfeaedcompartas 


„R«wa«dhEngbflot 1082230 
□ VAT Number. 2 10388003 


MASTERCARD / VISA/ SWITCH *2" 01342 310050 (24hrs) FAX: 01342 310099. 




RECTANGULAR' 


TENDER THE SUN 

w c For your FREE colour brochure 
on the vKs finest quality Shade Umbrellas contact: 

JOPASCO Ltd. IN. Unit 1 • Trident Industrial Estate 
Blackthorn© Road • Colnbrook • Berkshire SL3 OAX 
Tract 0 enquiries welcome 


pj J 24 Moyr S 01 753 680858 

Brochure Orderline Fax; 01753 680223 


The 

Chelsea Plant 
Stand 

Nahsamw. 
complete 1 5 nans 
to assambk. 

Rustpnwl ftttnfis 
Ready to Unteh 
ter 



ftp) M U» JA HMK ftoww £M» 
tux iynan. Una FW 6*4 bUmd 


KXMMfare. 

17*8181 



WOULD YOU PREFER TO OWN 5 PLASTIC 

HOSE REELS OR ONE HASEL REEL? 

5 YEAR LEAK FREE 
GUARANTEE 

& BIECASTALOMBnUM 
STARLESS STEEL 

msmem 

O AVERAGE WORMS LIFE 
OF 15-20 YEARS 
3 WORLD SALES 
EXCfflMB 8804100 
QUALITY ACCESSORIES 
S0FFUED 



MARK 2 THROUGH FEED 


FOR FREE LEAFLET AND PRICE LIST CONTACT 

HASELDEN ENTERPRISE UK f 
Dept IN016, P0 Box 44, Cranleigh, Sorrey 
GU6 7YH • Tel/Fax: 01 483 273664 



LOOK OUT for this book and 

change your OUTLOOK. 


Call 0800 919164 for: 

1 . Your FREE book of garden 
landscaping IDEAS. 

3. A list of local stockists 
with a similar outlook. 



Camas BuOlmsMiltnil* 
HsJbadWKdAjhtaM*. 
DntnKbttr DM 3ET 


BiR AD STONE 

GAKQfiN LANDiCAPIMG 



PLANTER & STAND 

IDEAL fOR HOME CWSEflMTCBX RtTOOBTEflJWCE 
CONSTWiCTS) FROM FDffiST IBW STKL NQriUBNG 

ONLY £24.95 me. posts packing 
COMPLETE WITH GLAZED POT 

Send for free brochure. • • 

VINOVtUH CRAFTS (1), PO BOX 2, 
SHERBURN OHS 1YU. Tel/Fax: 0191 372 2031 


% THE INDEPENDENT 
For more information on 
advertising with this section 
please call the 
Gardening Team on 

0171 293 2323/2344 


Weekend work 


If you lose control of weeds now. you will 
not catch up for the rest of the season. Do 
some determined slaughtering amongst foe 
groundsel (already in flower and planning a 
population explosion), speedwell and dan- 
delion tribes. Keep a small handspray of 
herbicide on the go (Roundup is the one I 
favour as it does least harm to the soil) to 
zap bindweed This has just started a 
stealthy takeover bid among the soft fruit 

The dry April has held back much seed- 
sowing, especially of hardy annuals which I 
had hoped to sow direct Instead they are 
beginning life in the more comfortable 
environs of the kitchen window sill. Prick 
out seedlings as soon as they are big 
enough to handle, setting them up to their 
necks in seed trays of fresh compost. But 
Escholzia lobbii ‘Moonlight’ (Mr Fothergjil 
95p) is being sown direct into the newly 
damp soil. 

Mulch furiously with whatever you can 
get hold of. This is your best insurance 
against drought Tt also improves soil struc- 
ture. I am a mulch-bore, but do not apol- 


gise for it There is always controversy over 
whether or not you can use lawn mowings 
as a mulch. Since we use no chemicals on 
the lawn, our mowings are tipped straight 
on to the soft-fruit patch and spread 
between the currant and gooseberry bushes. 
I think they do a good job. The disadvan- 
tage is that any mulch encourages 
bindweed. 

Continue to keep an eye on clematis 
shoots which are growing with staggering 
vigour. Keep them fanned out to avoid 
them tangling with each other in a bunch. 
Clematis like cool feet and warm heads. A 
thick mulch (here we go again) or a slab of 
stone on top of the earth will help to keep 
foe roots cool. 

Sow sweetcom if you have a warm, shel- 
tered spot outside, setting the seeds in a 
square block about ISin apart each way. . 
Plant out celery in trenches. They like rich 
rations, so under the trench there should be 
lashings of muck. They will also need a 
great deal of water. 

Anna Ffevord 
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Agr€vo ready-to-use Garden and Patio 
Weed Killers act fast to kill a whole range of- . 
common weeds and grasses within days -jund . • , 
witliout damaging the roots of nearby plants: ' * ' . 

v .«'. * 

There's no need to exclude children ' 

from the treated areas. And because 
Wteed Killers are biodegradable, they lea^ix^*. ; 
harmful residues in the soil. * - ' 

In tact, just like the weeds, they*# 
without trace. 



AgrEvo gardencare products are _ 
mo# good garden centres and garden si 

-Hj * ' 

For your tree product guide, simph 

0345 413845. . 





Easy-to-use, effective^ TTTpS, 
fast-acting weed 

For larger areas, AgrEvo Garden Weed Killer is available as a cdnceJa^H®- 
easy-to-measure, squeeze-and-pour bottles ■' ^ ■ 

A$£vo Garden and Paifo Weed Kiffere contain ftlutosinat^aminoniuin. Read the label Mem umi • 











the independent long 


WEEKEND • SATURDAY 10 MAY 1997 


travel & outdoors 


PHOTOGRAPHS: DESMOND DUGAN 


Throwing dignity to the winds: black grouse congregate to conduct their arcane mating rituals 


Little to 
grouse 

about 


W c drove out through ancient 
pinewoood made magical by a 
slow and wintry dawn. Fresh 
snow had coated the heather with silver, 
and through the black canopy of the for- 
est the foothills of the Cairngorms 
gleamed like smooth, white pillows as they 
climbed away towards a leaden sky. 

No matter that reveille on Thursday had 
been at 4am. Nothing could damp the 
Anticipation of 30-odd visitors who sallied 
''forth at first light into the 32,000 acres of 
the Abemethy Forest Reserve on Speyside. 
Guests of the Royal Society for the Pro- 
tection of Birds, we set off in small parties 
heading for 12 separate leks - the open 
spaces on which black grouse congregate 
to conduct their arcane mating rituals. 

In command of my group was Desmond 
Dugan, one of the RSPB rangers. As he 
drove, he described how the blackcocks 
take up position on grassy patches to dis- 
play to their females, the greyhens. 

Leaving the Land-Rover, we ploughed 
through snow-crusted heather to a van- 
tage-point under some pines - and there 
below us business was in full swing. 
Desmond called the flat area a “green’’, 
but tbe return of winter had made it a 
“white”, and on that pale background 28 
hefty black birds showed up perfectly. The 
alpha, or dominant, cocks were occupy- 
ing centre stage, as younger birds 
manoeuvred for position further out. 


With scarlet wattles above the eyes, lyre- 
shaped tails curling outwards at the end, 
and patches of snowy white feathers 
splashed about their anatomy, the big fel- 
lows were indisputably handsome - but 
they weren’t half making fools of them- 
selves. Strutting, posturing, puffing out the 
air-sacs in their chests, fluffing up their tail- 
coverts, they threw dignity to the winds in 
their efforts to impress potential wives. 

Of these, there was scarcely a sign. We 
felt sure plenty were watching from round 
about, but we saw only one. Maybe some 
had been mated already. Maybe it was just 
too cold for the rest. As Desmond 
remarked, “Who’d take their trousers 
down on a morning as cold as this?” 

For this Woodland Grouse Manage- 
ment Day arranged by the RSPB, 
landowners and lauds, farmers, foresters, 
scientists, bird specialists and others had 
gathered from far and wide. And by the 
time we returned to the lodge at 7.30am, 
we were much impressed. Tbe total of 
blackcocks seen amounted to 190- more 
than four times the number recorded at 
the first surveys here in 1989. 

This rosy picture presents a sharp con- 
trast with developments elsewhere. In 
every other part of their range, in \feles, 
northern England and Scotland, 
blackgame are declining or barely bold- 
ing their own. In Perthshire, their tradi- 
tional stronghold, numbers have fallen by 


Country: Radical action, including the 
culling of deer, has ensured that 
endangered birds are thriving in 
Speyside, reports Duff Hart-Davis 


more than SO per cent during the past 
seven years. Yet on the Abemethy reserve 
there are now more birds than on all the 
other 17 sporting estates in the region. 

The success is due to the enlightened 
policy developed by the RSPB over the 
past 20 years. In buying the estate, the 
Society’s aim was to conserve and if pos- 
able expand one of the surviving remnants 
of the Caledonian forest, which once 
covered much of the Highlands. Conser- 
vation of the forest would, it was hoped, 
ensure the well-being of its key bird 
species - among them capercaillie, black 
grouse, Scottish crossbill and crested tit 

The main threat to the trees came from 
red deer, which were browsing off 
seedlings with such efficiency that there 
was no chance of ary natural regeneration. 
Tbe RSPB therefore look the controver- 
sial step of carrying out a drastic cull. 

The resulting changes have been spec- 
tacular. Not only are seedling pines sur- 
viving by the thousand, so that tbe edges 


of the forest are creeping outwards on to 
the flanks of the hills. During the same 
period, the ground vegetation has become 
more lush, providing better habitat for 
black grouse and caper. In many places the 
heather and bilberry are two feet deep. 

Unlike red grouse, which live on open 
heather moors, black grouse are birds of 
the moorland and woodland edge, and 
thrive in a mixture of tree cover and open 
glades. Adults eat tree-buds and shoots of 
heather, but in tbe first few weeks of life 
their chicks need a high proportion of pro- 
tein in tbe form erf insects. This makes blae- 
berry bushes, which harbour caterpillars 
and other invertebrates, especially valuable. • 

Another fact established by recent 
research is that the wire fences built to 
exclude deer from new plantations are a 
major cause of mortality among froth 
black grouse and caper. Birds are partic- 
ularly at risk when they come off their 
roost in the dark before dawn and glide 
down to feeding or lekking areas. Exper- 


iments have shown that fatal collisions are 
much reduced if wires are decorated with 
orange netting to make them more visi- 
ble. But the test expedient is to remove 
the fences altogether. 

This is what the RSPB has done at 
Abemethy. In the past few years 25 miles 
of two-metre-high fences have been 
ripped out, and it seems certain that the 
elimination of this major hazard has 
helped the blackgame recover. 

For the past century at least, sporting 
considerations have been paramount in 
many parts of the Highlands: deer and 
deer-stalking have come first, trees a poor 
second. Now other famous forests - 
Rothi emu reus. Mar Lodge, Glenfeshie - 
are going down the Abemethy road, 
reducing deer numbers and removing 
fences. In none of these places is the aim 
to exterminate the deer: rather, the plan 
is to maintain smaller herds, and to give 
the trees priority. This dynamic shift of 
policy should certainly benefit woodland 
grouse over a wide area - especially if the 
ideas and methods discussed at Aber- 
nethy on Thursday are exported into 
other estates. 

After our early foray, experts analysed 
the results obtained by tbe RSPB so far, 
and outlined possible future conservation 
initiatives. A talk by Dr Robert Moss, for- 
merly of the Institute of Tferrestrial Ecol- 
ogy, emphasised the precarious state of 


the capercaillie population in Scotland as 
a whole. 

Most people believe that capers 
became extinct in Scotland during tbe 
18th century; other specialists feel sure 
that a few birds survived. Either way, fresh 
stocks were introduced from Scandinavia 
to layside in 1837; and after a slow 
build-up, they flourished so strongly in 
eastern Scotland that by the 1920s they 
were regarded as a menace to forestry. 
Until the 1970s they continued to do well, 
but in the past 10 years they have gone 
into steep decline, numbers falling from 
20,000 to barely a tenth of that 

Through catching poults and fitting 
them with radios, scientists have discov- 
ered that young adult caper cover aston- 
ishing distances, apparently in search of 
somewhere to live. Hens, especially, may 
travel up to 20 miles from their place of 
birth, and this makes it clear that future 
schemes for habitat management will 
have to cover very large areas. 

By the time we dispersed from Aber- 
nethy on Thursday, everyone had become 
infected by the enthusiasm with which the 
RSPB rangers spoke of their charges. If 
you throw in the fact that, besides black 
grouse and caper, we saw red grouse, sev- 
eral hundred red deer, golden eagles, 
curlew, goldeneye and tufted duck, mal- 
lard and red-throated divers, you can 
imagine that we had a pretty good day. 


♦In the shadow of Mount Snowdon 



While tourists 
flock to the 
highest peak 
in Wales, 
progress is 
killing the 
communities 
that live there. 
Roger Dobson 
reports 


S am Roberts and Snow- 
donia folk call the tiny 
piles of grey dust on the 
summit the summer snow. 
These small heaps which rest 
briefly on the bare rocks 
before being swept away by the 
relentless winds are the mor- 
tal remains of climbers, walk- 
ers and other visitors who fell 
in love with Snowdon and 
whose last wish was to have 
their ashes scattered here. 

“And why not indeed? I can- 
not think of a better place to be 
laid to rest,” says Sam, a Snow- 
don warden who has walked 
these hills as man and boy. ; 

Further along the craggy 
stone ridge are two small, 
wind-tom bunches of fading 
flowers, an offering to mark 
the spot where adimber fell to; 
his death some years ago. 

Hundreds of feet below this 
poignant reminder of bow 
dangerous Snowdon can-, be 


are coaches spilling out day 
trippers from. Birmingham, 
Liverpool and further afield. 
In a lay-by far beneath the 
peaks, they queue for service 
at a eonvoy of ice-cream vans 
and cold drinks vendors. 
Across the road, some moun- 
tain bikers are getting ready, 
and a group of fell runners 
make their final preparations. 
Cars with . hang-gliders 
strapped to roofs are arriving, 
■and half a dozen pony trekkers 
trot past 

For most of the 500,000 
annual visitors like these to 
Snowdon, the highest point in 
England and Wiles, the moun- 
tain and its foothills are a vast 
leisure park for recreation, 
enjoyment, walking and sight- 
seeing But behind the picture- 
postcard images of Snowdonia 
there are hidden and darker 
sidesjo this community in the 
clouds. 


There are the old villages 
tike Deiniolen which is 
wrestling with the problems of 
poverty and unemployment 
And nestling in the folds of 
the hills are more communi- 
ties devastated by the high 
unemployment that came 
with the closure of slate 
mines that were once the 
biggest in the world, employ- 
ing up to 3,000 men each. 
These communities are also 
plagued by the problems of 
their young who have to move 
away from these Welsh -speak- 
ing heartlands to get work and 
a home of their own. 

Away from the six tourist 
trails that conveige on tbe 
summit like motorways on a 
city, there are the hard lives of 
people like shepherd John 
Lewis, whose family have kept 
sheep on Cadair Idris for more 
than a century, His daily life is 
a series of battles against 


weather, walkers and wardens. 

This hidden side of Snow- 
donia has been captured on 
film by Graham Johnston for 
a six-part BBC2 documentary 
which takes a look at the area 
through the eyes of the people 
wbo live and work there -and 
who cope with day-to-day 
problems that are unseen by 
the hordes of tourists. 

It is nor just as a warden that 
Sam Roberts is passionate 
about his mountain. “I look on 
her as a fine lady who is often 
mistreated by all these f>eople 
who walk all over her without 
being realty invited. The lady 
is letting you enjoy her com- 
pany for a while and if you 
respect her, everything will be 
all right. 

“We do get a lot of visitors 
and people do complain that 
the roads get blocked with 
cars and people. What I say to 
them is that we are fortunate 
enough to live in paradise for 
365 days a year, surety we can 
put up with these people com- 
ing here for just a few weeks a 
year. 

“I have a sadness for people 
wbo cannot appreciate such 
beauty- and a sadness, too, for 
the loss of life that occurs and 
which is a constant reminder of 
how ruthless the mountain can 
be if you don’t respect her.” 

Denise Williams, mean- 
while, is bringing her family up 
in Deiniolen, a community 
that has suffered with the loss 
of slate mining and two thirds 
of its population are without 
ajob. 

“We are forgotten about; we 
lead nowbere. Villages that are 
in the tourist areas get every- 
thing, we don’t get a thing. 
There is nothing here any 
more - people don’t want to 
live here. The High Street is 
like a slum,” she says. 


Behind the picture 
postcard Image of 
Snowdon fa a community 
plagued by problems 


Older people in tbe village , 
which is Uttered with boarded- 
up shops, recall the prosperous 
days of foil employment 
“Everything was orderly in 
those days," says one former 
slate miner. “On Monday tbe 
wife used to wash aO the dirty 
clothes; Tuesday was drying 
day and a time for baking 
loaves; on Wednesday there 
was all the ironing, and on 
Thursday they would be 
doing the cakes for Sunday, 
with apple tarts and wineber- 


ries. Every day was some- 
thing special.” 

The area has attracted its 
share of incomers, too. Clyde 
Holmes has lived in the 
remote Cwm Hesgyn valley for 
25 years. 

“It is wonderful to bring a 
family up here. Children 
always appreciate a certain 
amount of freedom generally 
and that is what they had here. 
The usual stresses and strains 
don't appear so much. As they 
get older, of course, the chil- 


dren want to widen their hori- 
zons and in their teens it is not 
so ideal.” 

Gyde has spent years paint- 
ing different views of the 
remote valley. “Look at the 
mountains, how eternal they 
are. We humans are just a pin- 

E rick realty. When you live 
ere there is a sense that 
everything around you will 
always be here.” 

Visions of Snowdonia' begins on 

BBCZ Friday 16 May at 8pm 
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Wit, brevity and surrealism - 
the ingredients of a good spot 
cartoon. John Windsor hopes 
to find the lot at Cartoon s? 




A new ingredient is being added to 
newspaper and magazine car- 
toons - laughter. While the . 
editorial-page political lampoon, ' 
ibe stout party of cartooning, has 
collapsed under the weight of its own self- 
importance, “spot gags”, those unpre- 
tentious single-frame page-fillers, have 
become spicier and funnier. 

The election saw a turgid landslide of 
newspaper editorial cartoons showing 
John Major in extremis - shipwrecked, or 
on the edge of a precipice, or like a slag 
at bay. The tired images seemed to be 
vying for cominess. 

By contrast, the spot gags were a 
refreshing giggle - lighter, wittier, even 
when politically tinged. Adam Singleton 
in this week's Spectator drew a gag of a 
couple waking up in bed the morning after 
the election, captioned ‘‘Did the landslide 
for you?" It said more with less ink. 

Spot gags come into their own on 
Sunday fs May at Chelsea Town Hail with 
Cartoon 97. a cartoon fair “for adults and 
children only", the first of its kind. 
Organised by the founders of the 
quarterly ribticfcler The Journal of Silk - 
cartoon/sts Ham Khan (“Ham"), and 
Duncan McCosban {“Kerber") - its aim 
is to make you laugh. 

About 50 leading cartoonists and deal- 
ers will be displaying their gags for sale 
(from £25), doing portrait caricatures 
(from £5} and selling old cartoons (a 
Heath Robinson could cost you £2,000). 
as well as showing how it's done in 
cartoon workshops, lecturing and sub- 
mitting themselves for interview. There 
will also be a screened interview with the 
celebrated Ralph Steadman. 

If the new wave of funnies has not yet 
tickled you. cast your mind back, for com- 
parison. to the cringe-making spot gags 
that were daily fodder tn popular tabloid 
newspapers right into the Eighties. Gags 
such as: Wife to hen-pecked husband in 
a pub bar, “You’ve had enough - you’re 
beginning to answer me back*’. Were they 
ever funny? 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


According to Ham, whose woric is 
published by the Independent , Punch and 
Private Eye , among others, gags about 
family stereotypes or women - women 
drivers, even New Women - are now 
beyond the pale. 

They have been ousted by lifestyle 
jokes, often with a surreal flavour.’ Take, 
for example. Ham's caption! ess drawing 
of a father suckling his baby through feed- 
ing bottles strapped to his chest - a 
striking, eloquent image that is»stUl very 
silly. (New Men, it seems, are still fair 
game for cartoonists.) 

Two surrealist time-bombs are respon- 
sible for the trend. One is Edward 
McLachlan's nightmarish car-squashing 
hedgehogs, which first lumbered into 
print in Private Eye as long ago as 1971. 
It was McLachlan, 57, who, after yet 
another dismal Test defeat, drew an 
England cricketer, beg ging on d' street 
corner, being thrown a coin - and 
dropping it You’ll find nothing 'as' comic 
as that on editorial pages. 

The other surrealist is the American 
Gary Larson, whose The Far Side Spot gag 
series made its UK debut in the Evening 
Standard in 1986. His fort<? is juxtaposing 
silly humans with know-all animals. Exam- 
ple: two old women observe a man-sized 
spider at their window, “Calm down 
Edna... yes. it's some giant hideous 
insect... but it could be some giant 
hideous insect in need of help". 

Of course, there's nothing really new 
where jokes are concerned. Steve Way, 
cartoonist and cartoon editor of Punch , 
who looks forward to meeting embittered 
amateur cartoonists at his question-and- 
answer session at the fair, points out that 
the surreal hippopotamus gag -one hippo 
to the other. “1 keep thinking it's Tuesday” 
- first appeared in Punch in the Thirties. 

For the record, he looks for cartoons 
that are “edgy and topical”. Such as. pre- 
sumably. Jackson's in this week’s issue, 
showing Pooh, holding a Virgin balloon, 
looking at a slit circled by bees high up a 
tree trunk. The slit is unmist akeably 
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Good for a laugh 



They aS froze when Mrs Bledsoe wu> 
she tbougbl she heard a lawramwcr 


anatomical, and piglet is saying: u Face it. 
Pooh - you’re never going to get that 
honey” It’s very, very rude. 

The new wave has thrown up some 
fresh topics that look to become as ever- 
green as the cartoonists' desert island. 
One is the advice centre or the in-store 
information desk -natural flashpoints for 
the latent rage in consumer society. 

Kerber, who draws ‘‘Damien Hurts” in 


the Independent . has a “Samuraitans" 
advice-giver, in appropriate Oriental 
costume, urging. “Go and kill yourself". 
I prefer a version in Hustler, to which my 
attention has been drawn, in which the 
crew-cropped consultant on the Sodomy 
Information Hot-Line advises: “Suck it up 
your ass!”. It's simpler and the twist is 
more unexpected. 

The Saniuraitans gag illustrates a foible 


classified • independent traders 
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Surrealist time-bombs: Edward ; % 
McLachlan’s car-squashing > < 
hedgehogs (left) set a trend for • 
the founders of the Journal of 
Silly, Ham (above and below 
left) and Kerber (below left) 



of the new wave: the contrived pun. 
Simon Ellinas in The Journal of Silfy has 
a man in a stetson with the speech bub- 
ble. “Hie! Pardon me!" The caption? 
“Wild Bill Hiccup". At least it’s silly. 

Michael Heath, the Spectators cartoon 
editor, is the most prolific of cartoonists: 
he can’t be bothered to sell his published 
artwork, and once put an armful of his 
original cartoons in a rummage box at the 


ultra-witty, late-lamented Mel Caiman’s 
London cartoon gallery, with a notice say- 
ing “Please take one". He will open the 
fair, which is supported by the Cartoon 
Art Trust, founded by Caiman, and the 
Cartoonists’ Club of Great Britain. 

He will have no truck with Westings 
about K new waves or surrealism. “You 
mean ‘whimsy’, don’t you?" he says: “All 
I see is cartoonists flapping about trying 
to make a living”. 

Political cartoons? “The whole thing's 
a mess, its cobblers. They say it's going 
madly satirical. Rubbish. It’s just ugly. 
Worms coming out of John Major’s nose, 
that sort of thing. There’s no thought 
behind it". But he has spotted some new 
young spot -gangers: Adam Singleton (the 
landslide morning-after gag) and Robert 
Thompson, who contributed “King’s 
Road rage" to the current issue of Silly - 
two fashionable women in a tug-of-war 
over a pair of slacks. 

As for his own work. Heath says: “I 
have to dream up things all over again ”4) 
Such as his Labour Ladies series in the 
Daily Telegraph. One of them has been 
griping that the minirmun-wage policy wiD 
force her to sack her nanny. A servant 
joke! It’s what we've all been waiting for. 

Cartoon 97: Chelsea Town Hall, Kings 
Road, London SW3, Sunday IS May 
( lOam-Spm ) entry £1 (0281-900 2614 or 
0181-341 9874). 


FAX: 0171 293 2506 
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| House and Home 

MaaamamacnaiaaamciiagiaiMqiaqaqyiiaacigamaiagaaiaHqapiag naagaqwaHeiqB 

I RUDLOE STONEWORKS 

H Rudloe Stoneworks make a range of high quality out stone fire surrounds | 
1 and hearths. Our Fireplaces have an authentic stone texture 

i and graining and ore available in Bath or Portland 

i i J stone. Illustrated is the Hazelberry Manor with 

jg Oak and Acorn spandrlls. The overall | 

jjj dimensions are llS5mm (height) and 1600mm 

| r — F° r our new brochure and specifications please i 

I| j MPEJMl > contact our technical sales. 

J fBa &l Jk RUDLOE STONEWORKS ' 

^ Lower Rudloe Lane. BOX. Wiltshire SN13 0PB ' 
E Tel: Bath 01225 SI 1 545 Fax: 01225 811343 I 



» TEL: 0800 838066 5gJ 

DtakxMBo LATEX FOAM AND MOW QUALITY 

KJAMFOfl CUSHIONS, HUTTHESSES UPHOiSTSIX ETC 


MAOl TO MEASURE COVERS 
W A SELECTION OF FABRICS 


• nxtuhmjy ventilating K 

• DURABLE AND REMUHENT U ' 

• WIDE RANOE OF DENSITIES 

• MON-MULEIKIEMC 

• DOST FREE 


SHOWROOM OMSH MON. CAT U0-S30 





0RTHQM8MC NECK nUOWS [j# 

uotwson-wnhBBoretwrs 22£ 


fwnokwne deuyehv 


LUXURY SATIN 




Superb Quality in lQO% Polyester Satin 


amtrbb 

MATCHING SATIS 

s 


w&mBm 


NOTHING CAN EQUAL THE 
SUMPTUOUS LUSTRE OF 
SLEEK COOL SATIN 

SHp Between our smooth soft V gSky 
shetts and enjoy the ultimate caress 
of sheer satin against yijur tfcfn. 

Experience 2 touch of distinction 
and extravaguice with the timetes 
, ■ luxury of satin. Sure to 

‘.P- cwnpKroent my colour 

. ■, Mt- ■ s^eme and 
: " both' modern 

and badibonaL 
Choose from 
Champagne 


Books 


FICTION WRITERS 

New Imprint seeks original 
works of fiction. 

Sand synopra end sample dmptar Id: 
Ruth Helyer, Suita H, 
Marionette Books, 

1 Hutton Ctosa, South Church, 
Durtwn DL14 6XB England 
Tel: 01388 776565 
Fax: 01388 776768 


Education 


|YQar Compter is YbutJ 
| Family Learning Centre.! 

I Education 0 I Software | 
■ selected by teachers liar I 
I “Windows*. Early teaming, | 
I primary, secondary, special j 
1 needs, dyslexia. I 

I TUI: Imp Home Learning »” 

I 01522720 528 > 


Health & Leisure 



d#Don't forget 
| to mention :• 
fohe Independent-. 
wien replying to ;i 
^^adverts ^0 

Health & Leisure 


SPECIAL £1 INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
100 COD LIVER OIL CAPSULES 
Was £4.45 - NOW JUST 5END 

£1 TO COVER POST AND PACKING 


• Finest Quality 

• Lowest Prices 

• Direct from the 
Manufacturer 

• Fast, Courteous and 
Efficient Service 

• Satisfaction ^ 

Guaranteed or 
Your Money 
Back 

• PLUS Receive 
our FREE 
Super Discount 
Catalogue Featuring 
over 250 of the finest, 
most up-to-date 
natural products. 


INSPIRED"^ ? 

Norwegian 

Co d Liver A 


capsules 


: Piod. Na. 1160 
t (Umi <xw wtfi coupon) 


ntUawWDHLO (JO, DqH WlCO. 
FB£B>OST Scuhanwi SOW 


TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS FABULOUS £1 OFFER. NOW!; 
OFFER EXPIRES 23/7/97 


Send Cl to oovBf post and packing. 

Send cheque/P-O-'a or coin to: VITAMIN WOULD LTD. , Dept INlCD. 
FREEPOST Southampton SOIS IWA 

Name MreVMflTMr — _ — — 


Fas Coda ~wNo. — — M.m » 

OnJara are «mnaBy (iipaichad wtnin SA houra ol racoipi, but please aflow up 10 14 days (w daflwry. One 
Per MousoboW. Consume orS/. No Stow. KaribuWs « WhoMsaiwB. Oier Bppto 10 UK only. 
01997 Ynamin Worid LTD. Rag.No. 3QBG3M 

~ SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK. - — - — 


( Beautifu[ 

ttair! 


The stresses and ffj 

strains of daily We can m 
take its ton on anybody. W 

One casualty can be LJJ 

our hair. It looses lustre, iJJ 
condition and may even 
thin. Permanent hair M 

loss may resuil [ 4 ] 


Arcon Tisane is a herbal tood supplement dedicated to 
improving hair health. The Arcon Range (capsules, 
shampoo and tincture) is probably Germany's best kept 
secret, having been available there for a decade, NOW 
MEN AND WOMEN HERE ARE ALSO EXPERIENCING 
THE SAME SUPERB RESULTS. Get further details and 

Rediscover 9{au Health Maturalh 

try caUing the number below (or send us a postcard) 


Arcon UK, Dept ST, P.0. Box 351, Peterborough PEI 5QQ 



THE ULTIMATE IN GLAMOROUS 

LINGERIE 

DANCE WEAR /EVENING WEAR 

3 FABUj^USCMAlgGUg5 

FASHION FANTASIES TZ as 
pages PULL OP LINGERIE, PARTY 
WEARJkADUl^PnODUCTS^ 

MASTER CATALOGUE 74 M PAGES 
BACKED WITH DESIGNER LINGERIE 
ABSOLUTELY THE BEST LINGERIE 
CATALOGUE IN THE WORLD -£545 
BIG IS BEAUTIFUL STUMMi LfJGSB 
POR THE LARGER LA0V32 A4 MM 
RAGES, SIZES TO AX —Star 28 


O*a*5/ft7flB«WtofilSWirBlfT*SES> , BtISTIttfll{frBfi 1 0|LtHni’t 
SUITE 4tt. BEKOM LME. POLSLOE HUDO, BtETM EM BU UK HbOlwanu 




Unusual Gifts 


I Silk Lingerie! 



Fme quality. 
BnWi mw 
hneeric in pur 

■aDt & lace, plir, 
'C'.tfyiiJ- 

nigtKwear& 
underwear in 
xrfi wilt Jersey 
Sizes 10-30. 

Catalogue 

0I76T 410187 

I suits iBeprl) 

torttfitltl Eu. 
MUUenfrPttn, 
Bath BA.UBH 


0T3T 654 5455 


GENUINE 1 

birthday! 

newspapers! 


For Sale 





0181 6 88 6323 

f orcj» FREE 0500 S20 000 




For Sales 


MAP MEASURERS 


mml 


: S3SSS ALTIMETERS a 

Our impressive range of 40 ffir 

Pedometers allow you to 

choose the right model for 

your needs. If you Jog, Walk, 'VBteg 

Run, Cyde or you would just 

to know how far you have walked Brffi^BQTE 
the dog, you can measure the ragPEEy 

distance travelled. Lightweight and ( 

Precision Made Instruments 
guaranteed for reliability and accuracy, 

We also have a large selection of Map Measurers, 
Compasses, Magnifiers, Stop Watches etc. all - 
available at excellent prices. 

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE despatched by return. 

■ - ~ - WRITE FAX OR PHONE FOR — -i g- 

Thefarqg ^lBov FKEcokKrbroctuniifqiAatfpredfhQiastnaum 
PEDOMETERS INTERNATIONAL LTD (INI 9) 

13/14 James Watt Close, Drayton Fields, 
Oaventry, Nortfiante NN1 SBJ 

Tel 01327 706030 fa* 0132 ? S 71633 ' 


Vm An effective way to Imp Ih® 
ptfj! luggage ares ol your cat In top 
si condUion. A sturdy hardwearing i 
ftSfl/x? waterproof mer lining trial is j 
wnpio lo tit. easy to remove and I 
■9 (old away. TbSomtsde for OvsrZSO I 
tetohhadt and WHala veWctea. j 
BBS From only OLS5 me VAT. . 1 


I Top quality walerprool front seat I 
covers made from coated nyton t 
fabric, easy to fit and remove, i 
Available In 3 sizes to fit most ' 
vehicles. Also fully tailored sets 
available for moat 4x4 vehJdes. 
From only £29.95 per pafr inc 
VAT. i 
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In the Eighties 
•their hats were 
notorious. In the 
Nineties, 
Bernstock Spiers 
are back, having 




m mm 


reinvented 
themselves as 
^designers of laid- 
back clothes for 
modern women. 
By Melanie 
Rickey. 

Illustrations by 
Thelma Spiers 


/v, 


P aul Bernstock and Thelma 
Spiers are tbe longest sur- 
viving partnership in 
British fashion. You may 
remember the hats for which they 
became notorious in the Eighties. 
They were worn by French and 
Saunders, Miranda Richardson, 
Jimmy Somerville, Jane Asher, 
Bananarama and Joseph Ettedgui 
(with whom they posed in seasonal 
catalogues), and sold across the 
world from New York to Tokyo. 

Their business began as an acci- 
dent in 1982, just after the duo 
graduated from the RCA. Jeff 
Banks (founder of the Warehouse 
chain) saw Thelma out shopping in 
a hat she had made for herself 
using car spray-paint and straw. 
He ordered hundreds - and the 
pair worked frantically to finish the 
order. However, it wasn’t until 
Joseph Ettedgui, the great diviner 
of British design talent in the 
Eighties, ordered hats over the 
cloakroom counter of their cult 
Piccadilly nightclub, “White 
Trash*', that a design duo was 
born. 

Since then, Bernstock Spiers 
have been known primarily as 
milliners but they are also acces- 
sories designers, dub promoters, 
stylists and fashion merchandisers. 
In 1995, they became fashion 
designers, and only last week Paul 
and Thelma entered a new phase 
- as retailers. TEN is the name of 
their first shop. It is conveniently 
located beneath their respective 
flats in Columbia Road, home to 
London's well-known Sunday 
morning flower market. 

On a weekday morning, Colum- 
bia Road is virtually unrecognis- 
able from the hustle and bustle of 


the Sunday market. Instead of 
hollering market traders, the eerily 
quiet street is patrolled by the 
occasional model heading to an 
appointment, or young mums with 
their children. “The first Sunday 
we opened I saw my street in a 
totally different way - huge trees 
and shrubs bobbed past the win- 
dows all morning,'’ says Thelma 
who has lived above the shop for 
nine years. The shop is typically 
East End: old wooden floors; bro- 
cade couches covered in comfy 
cushions, rails of clothes sus- 
pended by ancient ladders and cur- 
tain poles on pulleys. 

Their clothes, they say, have 
been awaiting realisation for 
some time. The first collection, 
shown two years ago, was a cap- 
sule range of fluid silk/jersey and 
glazed cotton separates. “When 
we told our friends wc were 
designing clothes, they thought 
we were mad,'’ says Paul, as 
Thelma intercepts: “But we’ve 
never been into fashion to make 
a million. We’re passionate about 
it and we want to enjoy it." A 
dich£, but an accurate one. Paul 
and Thelma have never stopped 
having a good time, and the shop 
is an extension of their sociabil- 
ity, as customers pop in for tea 
and a chat as well as to shop. 

Their current collection is based 
around a simple but effective idea. 
Most of the clothes (primarily for 
women, with a few token unisex 
pieces), are made from Aiitex, a 
staple of school sportswear, and a 
favourite of Austrian designer 
Helmut Lang. The colourful range 
is pull-on, washable, uncreaseable, 
and no item costs more than £100. 
Thelma and Paul cite American 


designer Norma Kamali as an 
important influence. Kamali came 
into her own as a designer after 
her divorce in 1978, opening a 
shop called On My Own (OMO), 
and was a specialist in creating 
colourful versatile clothes that 
could be worn in several ways and 
in different situations. Their range 
reflects this easy-dressing concept. 
(Kamali is also regarded by many 
as the innovator of easy dressing, 
using bodysuits and unitards 
before Donna Karan had thought 
of them.) 

Just after the shop opened last 
week, Corinne, singer with Swing 
Out Sister, appeared in TEN. “She 


spent three hours in the shop try- 
ing on different things.*' says 
Thelma. 

“She tried the bright pink one- 
shoulder dress with orange elbow 
length gloves; she layered slip 
dresses over trousers and wrapped 
things around her middle - she 
looked fab, and then she left” 
Luckily Corinne only left to get 
some money and a couple of 
friends. She bought a bag-full of 
clothes to wear on tour and vowed 
she would be back again. 

The clothes are refreshingly 
easy to wear, and are not just for 
skinny waifs. They are sporty, 
womanly and are the perfect way 


to gather a summer wardrobe in 
minutes. 

“You can come here and buy 
two interchangeable holiday out- 
fits for under £200,'* says Paul. 
There are also some very fashion- 
conscious pieces, such as boob 
tubes, slip skirts, and strapless 
dresses. There are even coordi- 
nating “fag bags". “Every girl 
needs one of these when they’re 
out," says Thelma. 

Bernstock Spiers currently make 
their clothes at the back of the 
shop, so alterations and unusual 
size requests are not out of the 
question. Neither is a long trying- 
on session and a quick cup of tea. 


Main pictures (above) 

Long three-colour Airtex 
T-shirt dress, £80; elbow 
length gloves, £25 
Blue and purple dip 
dress, £45; fog bag, £10 
Yellow and pink short T-shirt 
dress, £60 


TEN, Columbia Road, London EZ 
Inquiries, let 0171-729 7229; fax : 
0171-613 1317. Opening hours: 
Monday-Friday. 12 noon-7pm. Sat- 
urday, closed. Sunday, llam-3pm . 
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AD WATCH 

Gossard supports Girl Power 





T hey’re a shameless lot at 
Gossard. Not content 
with shocking various 
maiden aunts and newspaper 
columnists with their adver- 
tisement last year, which said 
“Who says a woman can t get 
pleasure from something sent 
- they’re at it again with another 
Campaign every bit as suggff- 
thre. Once again *e shapely 
form of Sophie Anderton wdl 
fie challenging us from me 
hoardings, but this m 3g° 
will be surprised to learn, me 

eyes have it , 

Last year’s ad campaign tor 
their Glossy underwear 
described as “smooth- seam*®® 
softwear destgjedrocre ate a 
glamorous nude took voter 
neath summer clothes 
caused a moral outcry, 
record number of compfamj* 
(321) to the Adverusl 2f^^ 

■-aa-ssssss 

newspaper column is 


adverts, photographed by Herb 
Ritts (who doesn’t know how 
to- take an unsexy picture), 
boosted the modelling career 
of Sophie Anderton who 
sprawled in the hay with her 
arms flung back and lips 
slightly parted, along with tbe 
now famous slogan. The ads 
increased sales of the Glossies 
range by 200 per cent and 
sadly catapulted Anderton 
onto our TV screens as the 
rather wooden presenter . of 
Channel 4’s fashion m a ga z in e 
programme “Desire" . 

Tbe Glossies advert; (above) 
which w01 be plastered across 
London from next Wednesday 

has been masterminded by the 

same ad agency Abbott Mead 
Vickers, but this time a tamer 

E hotographer, Barry Lategan, 
as been used. Anderton is 
wearing the same bra and 
knickers she posed in last year 
(doesn’t she ever change 
them?) but this time our hero- 
ine is faring her public head on. 
This time the slogan reads: ‘Tf 
I want something rough on my 
chest Til get a man” It pro- 
vokes the .kind of laughter 


reserved exclusively for girlie 
in-jokes - a low conspiratorial 
chuckle - and won’t cause any 
feminist debate. 

Sue Chidler, Marketing 
Manager at Gossard is very 
pleased with the new ad cam- 
paign: “The model isD’t prone. 
We wanted to concentrate on 
her eyes and show the advert 
as a shared joke between 
women". In fairness, when 
looking at the first advert which 
broke last June (just as The 
Spice Girls were polishing off 
the . dance routine for 
Wannabe) the eyes were drawn 
to the body of the modeL This 
time “eye contact" is estab- 
lished first 

' “During our research 
women responded very well,, 
they saw die fun-side, and felt 
it reflected a humorous view on 
life,” continues Chidler. In 
fact, Gossard and their creative 
team at Abbott Mead Vickers 
have tapped into Girl-Power, 
and are using it as an effective 
and provocative marketing 
tool. 

' Women in their mid to late 
.twenties (the age group who 
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buy the most “fashion" bras) 
have never bad to dress like 
dowdy spinsters to keep men at 
bay. Women can wear what- 
ever they wish in modem 
Nineties Britain without reper- 
cussion, and they can also wear 
a see-through bra for their 
own enjoyment and comfort 
(because it looks good and 
feels soft on tbe skin). This is 
Girt Power. 

Sue Garrard, Board Direc- 
tor at AMV, is part of the cre- 
ative team behind this advert. 
“If you are given a lingerie 
brand, you show the lingerie 
don’t you? When we asked 
women if they are offended by 
the ads they say 190'. That’s ail 
we need," she says. Men will of 
course be looking at Ander- 
ton’s nipples, but men are men, 
what else can they do? They 
won’t be wearing the bra, or 
the knickers, but they will be 
buying them, for their part- 
ners, which is ultimately the 
purpose of advertising. Tb shift 
product and make bundles of 
money. 

Melanie Rickey 
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From 

AbFab 
to Lab 
Fab 


I t used to be an AbFab world of 
Bollinger, bad behaviour and bawdi- 
ness. Now we have New Labour, New 
Style - otherwise known as LabFab. 

It’s a quieteT, more decorous, more 
scrubbed-pine sort of a world. 

It’s a world that starts with ... a move 
to Islington. 

• A house next to the Blairs in Richmond 
Crescent costs around .£350,000 and 
comes complete with ready-fitted celeb - 
neighbours such asOive Anderson and ■ 
Stephen Fry. For £300,000, you can buy 
a s imilar Georgian number in nearby 
. Northfields Tbrracei Trendy estate agents 
are Hotblack Desiato (314 Upper St, 
0171-226 0160), who inspired LabFab- 
• type Douglas Adams to use their name for 
a rock singer in the Hit chhik er's Guide to 
the Galaxy. For a mere £237,500, you can 
buy a penthouse apartment opposite 
Essex Road BR station (Dizzy Heights: 
0171-3595259). 

• Don't bother equipping your LabFab 
borne with antiques - anything really good 
would be ruined by the kids. Look instead 
for witty accessories from After Noah 
(121 Upper St), like a plastic vase that you 
stick on to the window. And for all those 
necessary ties, try storing them in old 
chemists’ drawers from Number Nine- 
teen, Camden Passage (0171-226 1991). 

• Have lots of parties and invite Salman 
Rushdie, Dr Jonathan Miller, John Bin 
and Metvyn Bragg, Kathy Lette and any 
architect. Or just drop their names in 
dinner-party conversation. Jud gin g by 
her book, the conversation of PRrturned- 
guru Lynne Franks, who inspired the char- 
acter of AbFab's Edina, is Jittered with 
famous names and New Age therapies. 

• Sit around a large, friendly, antique 
fruirwood kitchen table, purchased for 
£750, also from After Noah. 

• Mix style with a social conscience. Wear 
Swatches, not Rolexes. Don’t wear expen- 
sive necklaces because ostentatious 
wealth encourages envy, social division 



Out with the 
indulgent old 
bourgeoisie - in 
with, um, the 
Islington set. 

Grabbing a table at 
Granita and drizzling 
the ciabatta is only 
half the story, as 
outlined by 
Jane Furnival 

Under the counter with Lindsay Calder 

_ n. T,.l c. 


A galaxy of new taste: from the people mover to the ^^"buII s brasserie in St John* 

and muggers. Fun jewellery is fine, Clone O^sjto^of M 

ag^has 

sSsiSSifi®®' 

r&MSs 

are canng. Instead of spending £- 9 , OW on d ^ ^ camera with birthday party menu 

a Range Rover, spend the same amount Carlucdo's K^J’S^LdjSiled crispy «d 

immz 3g££ass 

"i .1 j nKo'iirA hlt- 


don't cook in fat; they anzzie wuq ouve ^SiShMed ^ respect. Wine • Flowers: L^btaD for _ 

oiL Take any m^tbego^(uever chardonnay). Beer l^l^fSe^ingTer- 

tomatoes, walnut bread and obsau^ou ^RoUineRock (despite the penebant for mr 
ter salad leaves. TheltoerCaft Cookbook fo/Sport* Tony en 

is the LabFab foodbible. nJjJU Water is San Peltignno. Tea is Qi 


iau ICUrtJ- * — 

me LabFab foodbible. 

• Send out for upmarket takeaways: 
marinated chargrilled vegetables 0 * 
guinea fowl at about £3.50 a bead from 
LimonceUo. the right-on takeaway deh at 
402 St John’s Street, EG (0171-713 1678). 
Otherwise, try an old local comer shop - 


of a single type oy * * 2*7 . zr 
mer teacher who shot to fame domg Ter- 
is Rolling Rock (despite me pro™-™ ^.Conran’s flowers in style restaurant 

it by the new Mimster for Sport, ^ny nniV , AdozeD ^ roses foliage 

Bank). Water is San Peljignno. including Downing Street debv- 

either Indian, known jocularty as - 20 Penton Street, N1 (0171-837 7336). 

S&TJ 5 a lot, butoSy^re you're 

of shoes by ordenng wo 


. nf winter boots from Emma 
P aTrs , q h0 _c (33 Amwell Street, EC1 
H Sf 7 lffi 6 ™Stel.ssordered .2 lfl 

ggsafag 

■ Wear made-to-measure .Savile Row 
suits if a man. Unlielinenjackets.thq' 
^Jf d upweU to car jouxnqts.aAdfl^ 

rvffdnw wear chinos and an open, top 
On' duty, wear a white^ntt. Itsyf- 

Chanel and more M&S. Chcae 0 ^. £ 

^-Soured suit she wo^oto 

Palace on the m0 ^ 

tion. 70 Hampstead 

mail order possible (0171-431 mew;. 

• Leave big hair to Hezza and hatt*o- 
^SSwTqo for short, slidrs^fe 
Louise at Sessions, 5 Theberton Stre&L 
Son (0171-704 9777), who wffl to 
lacauer your toe-nails for those all- 

SortJt early-morning dooratep, 

encounters with the paparazzi. For sen 
ous makeovers, try the salon of hair/ } 

colouring whizz * *%*££*"“** 
Street, Mayfair, 0171-495 7774). 

• LabFlab is out. Cherie losi we^t As- 
creetlv after facing the cameras unfbr- 
giving eyes. She visits a gym ttaeettmes. 

f ^^F3sS- 

?40 P Up t per r “ ge N' ry 017 e i q 7T4 9844: 

ural Remedies (68 Chalk Farm Road, 
NW1, 0171-284 2039). 
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A Life of Facts 


ir-nphe Season” is under way, 

I and, according to my Veuve 

I Clicquot guide to “The Sea- 
son” (a smart little freebie which just 
fits in a mini Filofax), May goes 
something like this: the Royal Cale- 
donian Ball. Grosvenor House Hotel; 
the 2000 Guineas. Newmarket; the 
Badminton Horse Trials; Gtynde- 
boume: and the Chelsea Flower 
Shew. But there is a vital omission, 
which, nestling in between Newmar- 
ket and Badminton, is an annual 
must for me. Royal Ascot (17-20 
June) is small beer compared to tins 
event You want hats? Well, get tick- 
ets now for next years rugby league 


showpiece, the Silk Cut Challenge 
Cup final at Wembley. 

A summary of rugby league for the 
uninitiated: two teams sort of lunge 
at each other trying to get the ball, 
then one guy runs very fast and 
throws himself head first into a cor- 
ner (four points), then, another guy 

tries to kick it through tvra whitepo^ 

(additional two points if successful). 
As with all events of The Season, you 
don’t just go to watch the game - it s 
more of an all-over body experience. 

First you need to know who you are 

supporting. As I was going with 
Wilbur, Fergal, John and Sue - all 
fierce Wiganites- we couldn’t support 


St Helens (arch rival) so it had to be 
the Bradford Bulls, which meant 
chanting "Come on ye Bu-ulls, rather 
than “Come on ye Saints,’’ and cheer- 
ing for the ones in red, black and yel- 
low. The Bulls supporters also had the 

best outfits. The ladies’ hats were 
spectacular, bull-horn helmets and 
red wigs, complemented by Bulls kit 
shirts and for the really dedicated a 
full make-oven facial team colours, 
£ 4 , from the face-painting stand out- 
side the ground But it is the variety 
of dresses worn that make this event 

so outs tanding . A party in front of me 

nura immamlnielv dressed in white 


net tights. I only hope that the turns 
had popper-fastening gussets as, by 
the amount of lager they were con- 
suming, the lads wearing them were 
going to have trouble at half time. 

You can make yourself look excep- 
tionally ugly if you go the whole hog, 
or even the whole bull. One teenage 
girl had not only painted her entire 
face, but had dyed her hair red black 
and yellow aswelL Yet a trip to watch 
the Bulls can be made with relatively 
subtle accessorising - a Bulls horns 
hairband or a big sponge wavy hand 
are discreet options. 

Entertainment is big at rugby 


niffRichard singing to lock things off- 
This year it was someone we thought 
was Diana Ross (again), but were told 
bv the 13-year-old in our parly that 
this was someone “new” in the charts. 
For real entertainment you cant 
beat the life-size Builman mascot 
Forget an Andrex pup, I want a 
Bradford Bull I can have to stay. 

Get Bullish: For her. Bulls shell sua. £OU 
velvet hat with horns, £15.99; for hurt, 
stadium jacket, £59. 99. replica ku shot, 
£39 JO; for me, cuddly Bradford BuU- 
man, £19. Bradford Bulls merchandise 
from 'The BuUP&n', Bradford Burger 
King. 01274 721011. Tickets to VS final 
around £27, from participating clubs 
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Replies should be addressed to 
c/o The Independent , 1 Canada Square, 


the relevant box number, 

Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL 


zygosis 


i lie brin-.in- ucclhcf.. 


ITHe TbOFISSIOM*! Pillows UIU OPIICTIOB > 6 tHCT 

rnteMoml pc^oto*M'lniMihnr»laljOTa 

o ttnrauraa wuicocfc 

nu'infanZwwmiUp. 

Wc s? apcDfi? nnxxolh, Jw ixutiilcnni 

ifcasa ai |*sdncc eak* 

WsInaktanendnywnDll 

liOMDON SCOTLAND NORTH WEST 

1 0171 629 6979 0131556 5*55 01625 582800 

YORKSHIRE MJDIAND5 SOUTHWEST 

[0113 2458757 0990143075 01225858514 


NORTHEAST 
0191261 2224 

SOUTH EAST f 
01622691200 


Newsletter service Tar modeni 
men sad women. A fck . effioa nL 
&erea. highly personal service. 

iSwiHG UNK8 

Sdte 401.- 

302 Regent S 0 «t 

London W1R 6 KH 

Bimwwpw 
BBflg&ggg 




drawing down the moon 

The original personalised 
introduction agency 

PnOSASLY THE BEST AGENCY IN THE WORLD 
AcUm S Eve Kfv.'!, Kon:.in:; 7 on 

0171-937 6263 



One Isadi could £ S 

LunchOates 

London’s most affordable, 
psrsanataed service for busy 
people who Ike to meet over 
Iwwh or alter work for drinks. 
We carefully consider your 
preferences to introduce you 
to people who share your 
values aid interests. Make a 
small investment for your 
future. 

Try our tow cost 6 month trial 
membership 
Pboae 0181 3929T79 
nd&osr aaudni teihmsa 
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Even chough you h»« 
,4Q interesting job and >1 
busy social fife, a truly 
compatible partner can 
4 till be hand to find, i 
Wc can help, 
lam CBoiile K»CMlp«Hna 
Kd£a to 25 rtatoyl-n M 
London W 6JL to Call 

01869 324 100 


InirBigent, articulate 
and well educated? 
Want new friends 

ALTOGETHER MORE FUM 

Free Information Pack 

No Fees - No Obligation 

Free Trial Membership 

Then - Money Back Guarantee 

0800 072 0075 

8 j 30 «n to 1030pm 7 dayWWk hduiftm bank holidays 
Mrita to FREEPOST 305 London EC1B1SY 


■live CHAT 
mA92-568,58j 





chat 
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INSTANT CONNECTIONS 24 HRS 

% 45 WOMEN 
- ON LINE - 

0891708057 


Newspaper Publishing pJc 
requests that 

Commercial Organisations 
do not send material 

to our 

Private Advertisers 


JOIN CINELINK 

Socialise wound 
f Cinam/Ans events In 
central London 
Tel: 0181 800 4822 
or send 5AE to 
J}8 Lordship Road 
London Nlfi 0QL 
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i't forget 
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J PERSONAL INTRODUCTIONS 
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Exclusive 
Introductions 

O Kent Sussex Surrey 
IF Personal Interviews 
IF Professional Service 

Tel: 01293 882426 



■KSVP 

"I’ve joined other 
agencies.RSyPisby 
far the best' (MB) 
Herts Combs Beds 
Bucks Norfolk 
LOCALLY UN BEATABLE 
PSVP: 0800-174484 



independent Hearts 

The Independent Way to Meet New People 


THE DINNER CLUB 1^*^"“ 
nations only cwurtryvridfl dWng 
chib for un * tta ^® d 
■tonri/btuimn p**“ apsd 28+- 

TW. pna44j 3S0M7. Burtnws 
apportunttlas s«so » vaiWj ' > 
(01344) 548816. 

MAN. 65. MOVING TO SPAIN. Any- 
body hWi rtmfler pt*r»1 
would Oca » share trip on a prop- 
erty sosrct>7 Boot NO I3E109. 

GAY M 49. ARTS GRADUATE, Into 
ettaatcal music, country MWA 
history, arts, seeVa rtnltar 40-50. 
S^oS/NJJkJn. Box No I21S8. 

SPARKLX SENSUAL WISE woman 
In W.Ukk wreka epontimeous 
healthy man 45^5 ertth GSOH. 
Box No 1&IG6. 


ARTISTIC COUNTRY DWELLER. 
py >. intrepid Bawo»ar goaks sasy- 
flolno mart » brigWenmy studto 

Bid kaap my J0TUL fllowInD- S.W. 
England. Box No UZ1 42. 

' CLOSET TV. 32. SHY. quiet pollrt. 

1 aff«tJonato.aftn. sincere, gradu- 
ale. ardstte professional, 
employed, soaks sympathetic 
woman (40-80 yrs old), for pla- 

tonlc WondsWp. B<w No iai6l. 


or The Mependcnr ud Uk Independent on Sunday you win 

unmeaiaieiy oe m coniatu mui over 1.66 million readers. ^ d S da "Real Life” sections 

The cost for your advertisement, published in the first available editions of the Saturday donot 'require a Box No □). 

is just £5.00 per line including VAX (Box No is an additional £10.00, please cross here if you do not req 

Simply write your advertisement in the spaces below and fill in ft e co u fW n - M . 65 ' 
iN.B. A character is a letter, a numter. a punctuation mark and a space between words) 

II Name: 


Bv placing an advertisement in the The Independent Hearts section of The Independent an 

immediately be in contact with over 1.66 million readers. 


| | Address:. 


.Postcode:. 


Telephone (daytime):. 
Signature:. 


□ Access □ Visa □ Amex 


All uiArrriKwrnfJ wim/ be prepaid. Cheques should be nude posable 10 Mfe rpAper PuhhAhtg FI, er .fcfrrr — 

□ Diners Club Card expiry date: Card No | I 1 1~~ 1 i l l- 1 1 ‘ — LJ— L 

Smd an advertisements to:- 


xaa an adverusements to:- ^ , . rt1 _, w nll7 . F , s . nni 29 T 2505 

Independent Hearts The lndependnl. 19th Floor. I Canada Square. Canary Wharf, London E14 5 DL* Telephone: * - ^ ^ . Jmv V5 

ThL offer ix only open to prhtite adrcrtisirs. TraJe enquiries are nehvmc on the abate irleph.me numtvr. — 


NOTICE TO 
READERS 

The Independent cannot 
guarantee that 
respondents will receive 
a reply when answering 
advertisements on this 
page, although we hope 
that as a matter of 
courtesy they will. 
When making contact 
with people for the first 
time it is advisable to 
meet in a public place 
and let a member of 
your family or trusted 
friend know where you 
will be. 

We would advise readers 
and advertisers to 
exercise caution when 
giving out personal 
details. This will be 
respected by genuine 
respondents. 


I WORKING 44 YR OLD blind man. 
GSOH. WLTM lady 40^0 Inter- 
uted In ctaMlcal muflks. o»»m “ 
walking. Latter & photo pi*. Box 
No 12104- 

SERENE CREATIVE OXBRIDGE 
man <50. nrt) kw« murtc. food, 
philosophy. WOW bright happy 
woman (30-40) tornwtro cuttura. 

country hotels, and a «a we don • 
yalltnaw. Bat No 13144. 


GOOD HEARTED, ATTRACTIVE, 
tactile, youUiful 47, coaeWoving 
professional Beaks 

humoured, lively, warm, feminine 
woman. Oxford. Bo* No MISS. 
INTELLIGENT, ATTRACTIVE MALE. 

27, aeaktofl aoubnaw to experi- 
ence the excitement of ww 
■hare the trust of each other. 
Thames vafley- B« No 12143. 

CUTE BLONDE BABE, 32. works to 
the media, seeks kind, aarsetrt a. 
solvent man, with an Interest in 
the arts. 35-50 yrs old. London 
based. Pteeae reply wHh Wter and 
photograph. Box NO 1:2145. 

CARING ATTRACTIVE PROF F. hav- 
loving yet reBecttve. Into <*wsk[- 
musfc, travel, arts, writing, WIJM 
n/s non-To*Y M45^KL Box No 
121 57. 

WENDY M. Wwt London, rewrtuto 
Irishman with tufl addmss. Box No 

12017. 

TALL PART-RETIRED LECTURER. 
norMnnoker. walker. II b/tab, -seri- 
ous, consW orate, aense of 
bwrxxw, wants Be abwidant, horv 
eat. and seeks sufemteshrs loving 
woman. YorWYorim. Box No 
13164. 

FUNNY. HANDSOME, aotkrn- 
packad sailor, 34, WOM Intefit* 
gem, attractlvo lady. Into Aims, 
music. Photos please. Box No 

F1FTYSOMETH1NG MINOR 

LEAGUE TV. CfeneJor tooWng tor a 
iYb My to court and apark. Ptwto 
appreciated; MkfisniJs. Afl replies 
acknowledged. Box No I216S. 
ARTISTIC COUNTRY DWELLER. 
F.33. bmpid traveller seeks easy- 
going male to brighten my siudto 
end keep royJOTUL glowing. S.VE 

Scotland. Box No 12142. 

GAY MALE. 47, ffl", masculine, 
slim, roiwantlc, caring, seeks 
attest, unattalched & dgnlftod 
gent over 65 for friendship, hope- 
tuay peselonaw i to 1 relation- 
ship. Anywhere. Detailed letter 
and photo pi. Box N o 1:2170 
M 26, INTERESTED In music, cin- 
ema, theatre, exhibitions, tfema- 
ttes baaots/ttwraptes, loves bring 
by the eaa. Seek a female to share 

He wxh. ala WMes/ Anywhere. Box 
No 12171 

TALL PARWtETIRED LECTURER. 
Ub/Lab. walker, non-smoker, 
humorous, considerate, seeks 


SORTED LEEDS GUY {late 40s) 
saaks sparky woman who nka* 
bear, curry, van Morrison, The 
Doors and being with someone. 
BcecNokZ173 

FEMALE EUROCRAT; 40 Brussels 
based, seeks single idwd 
sociable, mala aoulmate for art- 
dies end committed reaWotwnip. 

S^^preaated.Box No 12174 
MAN 59 RETIRED, doing up old 

house In SW France seeks adven- 
turous female with soh fora spot 
of globetrotting- A tasie tor Jaxz 
an advantage. Photo helpfuL Box 
Noh2175 „ _ 

AQUARIUS F. 39 Teacher. Son. 5 "T . 
Musk: Bowie Nsoul Ptmk sa«*s 
mature mart tor friendship, wrmk- 
ends and holidays. Bax No IS17B 


SOLVENT NOT RICH sducated. 

Mod. generous, honest SIT, BE, 

country |obfliQnii, divorced, 2 
dogs. Enjoys various music and 
usual on the whole qulat Uto. Are 
you looking tor ma7 S/E. Box No. 
L2177 

absolutely honest reliable. 
aRecttonate. loyM, sporty. Stf, 35 
yr old mate, Hampshire lawyer. 
WLTM healthy, unpretentious, 
uncomplicated, lemrto for long 
term reWtonshlp. Photo please. 
Box No 1-2178 
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Charities 



CONGRATULATIONS!! 

We are delighted to hear from all the 
couples who have met and married 

through Independent Hearts. 

[Wishing you and all our 
other advertisers every 
success and happiness for 

the future. ^autS 

^dependent hearts 
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Personal 


numoraua. to.*™™*, — 
aubmlsrive loving woman tar hon- 

BSt crseBve man-woman relation- 
ship. VOrk/YbriaWre. **“ 

12154. 



Charities 
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"intonate '*+**'?*»* 

contact wtto aw IMqr 

woman anytime m 

g uarenteedjwihdence. 

tree brochure. 
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Please help with a 
credit card donation 

0171 404 3955 



RIDING FOR 
THE DISABLED 
ASSOCIATION 

incorporatixig driving 

Providing the opportunity for riding or driving . 
ro over 25,000 disabled children and 
adults throughout the United Kingdom 

Enquiries, legacies and donations to:' __ „ T 

RIDING FOR THE DISABLED ASSOCIATION 
National Agricultural Centre, Kenilworth, Warks CV8 2LA 
Tel: (01203) 696510 
Registered Chari r\- No 244 1 08 !'■ • ~ 


M L -w, 

I V ■ .« 

-x.. 

" S V * 1 

W K . . 

,?.v* t,-. ■=• r. 

I V/'-Si. ■ ‘A- - 




i 


the,nd EPENDEN longwffk __ 


SATURDAY 10 MAY 1997 


motoring 


O'PjJj ilv ]jSjO 


21 


Not quite a three-pot screamer 


road test 

^yxhalLCorsa 

By John Simister 


T ^.f 1 ]o °K familiar, but it 

p.-a-af 

hall Corea 1.0 is missing a cylinder at u« 
compared with its rival, h has 
instead of the usual four, an d if oSn 

£ ^ ^ Ihis threeX" 

ip: er ]S ine 15 so small that it looks ic 
ISough it should be powering a lawn- 
mower, not a car. 5 wn 

0 J?„ e fk D a isu h ° Wev ? r ’ *"««* reasons for 
groiip the hitherto wholly predictable and 
ultimately underwhel^S^ 
engine capable of becoming a converse- 
^apieee. With three eyliudLfosSf 

s mov jng parts generate 
less friction because there are fewer of 
them. And because less heat is losi 
through fewer, bigger cylinders than 
through more, smaller ones, there's more 
energy left to propel the car. A three- 
cyiinder engine, then, has the potential to 
be very economical. 

If this engine were indeed powering a 
lawnmower, it would be a hi-tech one. 
The motor is a masterpiece of minia- 
turisation, with tiny tappets to open the 



12 valves, and an electronic control 
unit so small that it’s built right into the 
intake manifold. Technophiles will love 
it; so should motorcyclists, whose 
favoured engines the Vauxhall’s closely 
resembles. 

But all this. 1 fear, may be lost on the 
average Corsa buyer. After all, to date the 
Corsa has not been a car to delight the 
driving enthusiast, despite its cute curves 
and an admirably ergonomic interior. 


Small cars are meant to be fun to drive, 
which means making them sharp and 
nippy, but Coreas have managed to be 
neither. Few small cars feel stodgier. 

The reason for this is that VfcuxhaJI has 
been bound by an engineering credo 
which calls for all its cars to be able to do 
an emergency lane-change manoeuvre at 
somewhere near its maximum speed 
while containing a lull load of people and 
chattels, without even a novice driver 


losing control. Though well-intentioned, 
if patronising, this is not a redpe for an 
entertaining small car. -To its credit, 
Vauxhall has finally woken up to this and 
has packed the Corsa off to Lotus for 
some suspension aerobics. 

Lotus moved a pivot-point here, fiddled 
with some springs there, and banished the 
feeling of flab. So, after the surprise of the 
new engine’s sound has abated, you can 
enjoy a Corea which both steers more 


incisively and rides over bumps better. It’s 
no match here for a Ford Ka or the 
Peugeot 10fi/Citn>an Saxo twins, but it’s 
a big improvement. Soon there’ll be a neat 
power-steering system available, too, 
which uses an electric motor attached to 
the steering. column. 

These improvements apply to the entire 
Cored range, which includes 1.2, 1.4 and 
sporty 1.6- litre four cylinder versions, and 
some diesels, as well as the 1.0-litre 
three-cylinder. All are recognisable by 
a new front grille with a chrome V, as 
well as detail changes to trim. But it’s 
that tiny new engine that draws your 
interest the most It’s not powerful 
- j ust 55bhp - but it is smooth, will- 
ing and able to achieve much higher 
revs than its deep, almost Porsche 
911-like engine note suggests. 

The only real snag is that the 
secret of the smoothness, a heavy 
flywheel, makes the engine slow to 
lose speed between upward gear 
changes, so you have to be patient 
to avoid a jerk. This encourages a 
laid-back driving style, which suits the 
meagre performance well. And if you get 
frustrated by the lack of pace, you can 
console yourself with the engine's 
remarkable economy. Driving it as fast 
and as hard as 1 could make the little 
Corsa go, I couldn’t get it to travel fewer 
than 39 miles on a gallon of petrol. 

So here, at last, is a Corsa with some 
of the personality its looks always 
promised But before we get too carried 
away with the forward thinking of Vaux- 
hall's General Motors parent, it’s worth 
remembering that the Japanese have 
been building tiny three -cylinder engines 


VAUXHALL CORSA STING 


Specifications 
Price: £8.400 on the road 
Engine; 973cc, three cylinders, 12 
valves, 55bhp at 5,600rpm; five-speed 
ge arbox, front-wheel drive. 
Performance: top speed, 93mph; 
0-60mph in 17.6 sec. 

Fuel rorisumption: 45~49mpg . 

Rivals 

Citroen Saxo 1. IX, £8. 195 OTR: 
Well-prjced, comfortable and fun to 
drive. Same goes for the similar 
Peugeot 206 1.1 XL (£8^05 OTR). v 
Hat Punto 55S, £7,622: Good ' 
value, distinctive looks but lacks 
refinement. Revised Panto conies - 
in June. 

Ford Ka, £8,015 OTR; Hr look at, as 
radical as a Mini was back, in 1959. 

To drive, pure entertainment. Best 
small car on offer today. 

Nissan Micra 1-0 Shape, £7,995 - 
OTR: Round and cuddly like the 
Corsa, but too Tbytown for some. 
Volkswagen Polo 1 . 0 L, £7,990 
OTR: As slow as the Cbrsa, but " 
bearable. Looks neat, feels solid. 


for years. It just goes to show thar there’s 
nothing new under the rising sun. 

The new engine appears first in the 
Corsa Sting, a limited-edition model, 
based on the entry-level Corsa Merit 
three-door but with three-spoke alloy 
wheels, a sunroof and metallic paint 
Other trim levels will follow. 


The power 
Snd the glory 


Grand Prix racing drivers of the Thirties diced with 
death in 580bhp beasts on skinny lyres over 
potholed circuits. Gavin Green recalls a British hero 


E veiyone needs heroes. And because 
racing drivers risk. their lives,. are 
youthful, and often good-looking 
(the main prerequisites for idolisation by 
the young), they are often venerated. 
My six-year-old son, for instance, adores 
Damon Hill, as do many of his school 
chums. 

But for me the real racing heroes 
existed many decades earlier. None 
more so than the charming, handsome, 
Rugby-then-Cambridge-educated Dick 
Seaman, the greatest English racing star 
■pf the Thirties. I certainly didn’t idolise 
^Seaman as a youngster he’d been dead 
20 years when I was bom. In fact I knew 
little about him until I read Racing The 
Silver Arrows by Chris Nixon, 10 years 
ago. It chronicled, in an entertaining yet 
erudite manner, the most fascinating of 
all periods in motor racing - the late 
Thirties. 

■Seaman was then the English hero. The 
6ft 3in blond Brit -did a Jesse Owens to 
the local racing stars at the 1938 German 
GP. winning in front of various senior- 
ra hiring Nazis and more than 100,000 
swastika-waving locals after German hero 
Manfred von Brauchitsch’s car caught fire 
in-the pits. Sure, he’d been driving a Mer- 
cedes. But, in those days, if you wanted 
to* win, you drove German. Hitler saw 


motor racing as a way to prove German 
superiority. And Mercedes-Benz and 
Auto Union (precursor to today's Audi) 
were charged with delivering the goods. 
They swept aside the previously dominant 
Alfa Romeo team -run by Enzo Ferrari 
- from the 1934 season onwards, and then 
proceeded to dice with each other for 
another five years before the inevitable 
world war brought the action to an end. 

They were awesome cars. In 1937, the 
580bhp Mercedes GP cars were more 
powerful than any Formula One car for 
the next 50 years. And yet they drove 
around on spindly tyres, barely wider than 
bicycle rubber. They must have been 
impossibly difficult cars to control Yet 
heroes such as Seaman, the German 
stars Rudi Caracciola. von Brauchitsch, 
Hans Stuck and Bernd Rosemeyer, and 
Italian drivers Nuvolari and Yarzi (the 
latter an aristocratic morphine addict) 
mastered these monsters at speeds of 
more than 170mph on broken, ratted, 
narrow roads surrounded by trees and 
hedges and buildings, in pursuit of gloiy. 
Many died going about their business. It 
was a hazardous occupation, like being a 
fighter pilot was just a few years later. 

Seaman had wealthy parents who 
hoped he'd study for the bar and possibly 
stand for Parliament They inadvertently 



Dick Seaman (centre) in 
his Mercedes, shortly 
before the 1939 Belgian 
Grand Prix in which he 
was killed 

PHOTOGRAPH: HULTON GETTY 


bankrolled bis early racing. But his father 
died from a heart attack, mistakenly 
believing that his son had been killed in 
a race. His mother continued to resist 
young Seaman's death-defying attempts 
to be a racing champion. 

By this time, he’d been noticed by the 
then-dominant Mercedes team. They 
offered him a drive. Like all German 
factory drivers. Seaman bad to be 
approved by Hitler. Once approval was 
given. Seaman started to taste success. 
But his greatest win was in Germany 
when, against the odds and very much 
against plans, he upstaged the local 
heroes to score a victoiy at the world’s 


most challenging racing circuit, the 
Nurburgring. 

Not long before, he had met a German 
girl. Erica Popp, daughter of the president 
and co-founder of BMW. They were 
married at the end of 1938, to great resis- 
tance from Seaman’s mother, who 
detested the idea of her son marrying a 
German - never mind that she was 
beautiful, educated and rich. 

In mid-1939, with war imminent. 
Seaman was leading the Belgian Grand 
Prix at the fast and dangerous Spa circuit, 
when be crashed at high speed in the wet. 
His Mercedes hit a tree, which broke his 
arm. Then the car caught fire. The 26- 


year-old Englishman was dragged from 
the blazing wreck by* a brave young 
Belgian soldier, but he suffered awful 
bums. The following day he died. 

He was buried in his father’s grave at 
Putney Vale cemetery in south-west 
London. The entire Mercedes team 
attended, as did Erica and his mother, 
although there was no last-minute rec- 
onciliation. Hitler sent a huge laurel 
wreath, although it was not taken to the 
cemetery. 

For me, the period of racing is so 
intriguing because the cars were objects 
of such extraordinary beauty and power 
the cast of characters is so fascinating; and 


because of the political situation which so 
profoundly affected the lives of the drivers 
and their friends. It was also the start of 
the internationalisation of motor racing: 
the Mercedes and Auto Union teams 
performed around the world, from 
Europe to north Africa to the USA and 
South America. 

Two things have recently rekindled my 
interest in Seaman, and the incredible 
Silver Arrows, as the Mercedes and 
Auto Union cars became known. The 
first is the re-issue of Chris Nixon's 
fascinating book. Second is news that 
Auto Union and Mercedes GP cars 
from the Thirties will thunder up the hill- 
climb course at this year’s Festival of 
Speed at Goodwood. Hans S tuck’s son, 
Hans Stuck Jnr, will drive an Auto 
Union. And Stirling Moss, just a boy 
when Seaman was killed, is likely to drive 
the same type of Mercedes in which 
Seaman enjoyed such success. It should 
be quite a spectacle, the stuff of which 
heroes are made. 

Chris Noon's book, ‘Racing The Silver 
Arrows’, is published by Transport Book- 
man, priced £39.95. The Goodwood 
Festival of Speed will be held at Goodwood 
House, West Sussex, from 20-22 June, 
Information and tickets 01243 787766 
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Corolla “more of a fece”and more of a 
personality. In Europe, the Corolla has 
long been criticised for its styling dull- 
ness and lack of visual character. Cars 
such as the latest Fiat Bravo/Brava and 
Renault Megane have shown it up. 

Mechanical changes include the 
availability of a six-speed gearbox, in 
most other ways, the car uses upgraded 
current Corolla components. Three- 
and five-door hatchback, four-door 
sedan and estate versions are all 
planned. 

The design was actually done in 
Japan, although Toyota's European 


operations were said to be consulted 
regularly. Initially, the car will be 
. imported from Japan, like all European. 
Corollas in the past, but late next year 
Toyota’s factexy near Derby wifi take over 
production of the five-door hatchback. 
- likely to be the big seller. 

Next year Toyota hopes to sell 

160.000 Corollas in Europe, up from 

118.000 last year. This compares with 
likely sales of 600,000 this year for the 
best-setting European car in the class, 
the VW Golf. 

Gavin Green 
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Car Accessories 


HATCHBAG BOOTLINER 

the ORIGINAL solution to dirty boot problems 



An effective way to keep the 
hipgsga area of your car ai top 
j condition. A sturdy tiardwearing 
and waterproof Inner Hnfng that ® 
■taipfe to fit. easy to remove and 
fold away. "foBormade tor over 250 
hatchback and asttfe vehtefea. 
From only OkSSIncVAI 


SLIPOVER SEAT COVERS 


I 


Top quality waterproof front seat I 
covers made from coated nylon ] 
fabric, easy to fit and remove. 
Available in 3 sizes to fit most ! 
vehicles. Also fully tailored sets 
avaBable for most 4x4 vehicles. 
From only £29.95 per pair ine - 
VAX 


24 HOUR BROCHURE HOTLINE 

0151 639 5396 

lliiiT - ’.‘;LL5F,C:0K SC. ’.VEST FLOAT L.D ESTAi E. 9'FKENHEAD 


To advertise in this 
section please call 

David Owen 

on 

0171 293 2338. 


Ferrari 



best choice sensible prices 
used Discovarys 


FREEPHONE 
OSOO 424 414 


Mazda 



best choice sensible prices 
used MX range etc. 


FREEPHONE 
OSOO 323 626 


SAAB 


SAAB Largest Selection in EaM 
Angffa. Buckingham Stanley Cam- 
bridge. Q1 223 232260*40002 


Education 



Educatio n al Software 
selected by teachers for 
•Windows*. Early learning, 
primary, secondary, special 
needs, dyslexia. 

Tel: Imp Home Learning 

01522 720 528 
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MARKET RESEARCH 

33 DAISY HILL DRIVE, CHORLEY PRO 9NE 


□ AA 3.850 
ABR 702 1.3M 
AFT 408 1.500 
2BAKC 1,700 
836ALX 1350 
(ALEX) 

3197 AP 1,500 
335 BAX 1,000 

977 BCH 1,200 

BCM602 1,300 

BKB726 1,000 

BOB 19 5J50 

AM CAL 600 
5QCLM 2,800 
COE 947V 325 
642CTU 600 
CWA 678 1300 
CWG 4 PGA 
I7MDA 1/00 
944 DBC 1,250 
440 DEL 2,000 
EX 7631 1,450 




600; 

1,000 

1 . 000 . 


2,450 

2,500 

1,000 


943 ETU 
FAZCT 
J4FCA 
GB 5697 3X00 
GBH13V 425 
GF738 
GIL 56 
JB ORE 
(J GORE) 
940 GWD 1,000 
H4 NON 1,000 
(HANNON) 
HAZB 2,500 
HAZ406 800 
30 HD 3.750 
HD 9468 1,400 
HGB888 1,000 
HK474I 1.700 
HR 69 3J800I 

HRFB0 1,250 
JAG60IY 400 


XB2B POA 
JB6666 1,000 
J1LI965 1,200 
IJDG 83001 
643JKP 900 
HJJMC 4,600 
JS9363 3350 
JT 2755 2300 
846 KAB 1300 
KDL492 BOO; 
LEO SOY 900 
(LEO BOY) 

LS 7772 2300) 
2 MA 12,000; 
M666MAY 500 
MB 9669 BOO 
MIL 345 1,200 
MJABW BOO 
MPH6W 600 
MS 59 7300 

1320 N 1300 


NCI 22300 
630 NT 1350 
NVNI 3,850 
(MVENNEV1N) 
I9PFM 23M 
PHH98X 500 
PS 3424 2300 
PV 2873 POA 
REG944X 600 
KJtfRH 1300 
852 ROD 2300 
698 RTU 600 
5A5 14300 

UCK 600 700 

8UPE 1350 
5 UYC 1300 
50 WH 4300 
WSU70I 500 
2527 WW 1,200 
IXKK 
(NEW JAG 

YB 7794 1,200 


4D2305 PHONE MOST ARC PLUS V.A.T 

474745 FAX ALL ARC PLUS TRANSFER 


HAVE YOU A REGISTRATION MARK 
YOU WISH TO SELL? 


We will purchase outright or sell on a commission rate. 
For a written quotation, complete the form and post to: 

market research car nos. 

33 DAISY HIU DRIVE, CHORLEY PR6 9NE 


REGISTRATION MARK: 


Is the mark on a retention document? 

If so, please give the expiry date: 

If the mark is on a vehicle, give: 

■lift JtODBLc. 

TAX EXPIRES: HOT EXPIRES: . 

YOUR HAKE: 

ADDRESS: 


POSTCODE: 

HOMEFROHE:. 

WORE PHONE: 






-MTkCP ■« 1 














jjJ'j 


hom 





money 


fan 


l,. 
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The Old Coach 
House eight 
miles from 
Leamington Spa 
in Warwickshire 
was originally 
the coach house 
to the larger 
Fields House 
nearby. Grade H 
listed and con- 
verted into a 
five.- bedroom 
home, the draw- 
ing room has an ~ 7 / 

exposed brick chimney breast and all rooms have exposed ceil 
ing timbers. The old coach entrance is now a set of French 
doors from the dining room to a patio. £275,000 through 
Knight Frank (01789297735) • * 
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As interest rates rise yet again, Nic Cicutti looks at the best-value new mortgage options 
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I n the end. the only thing the markets were 
wrong about was the timing. Predictions of 
a bank base rate rise shortly after the elec- 
tion - irrespective of which party won - had 
been rife for months. Gordon Brown surprised 
many observers, however, with his decision to 
bring forward the increase by 24 hours. 

The Chancellors move provoked the 
inevitable scramble by lenders to follow suit with 
their home loan rates, by an average of 0.35 per 
cent. Halifax. TSB, Cheltenham & Gloucester, 
Abbey National and Coventry Building Society 
w ere among several hiking the cost of mortgages 
by about £13 a month for a typical interest-only 
variable rate loan of £50,000. 

Significantly, not all lenders have rushed to 
raise the cost of a mortgage. Nationwide, Brad- 
ford &. Bingley. Yorkshire and Britannia - all 
of them strong proponents of mutuality - are 
among those refusing to follow the herd. Even 
when they do, the rise will almost certainly not 
lie on the same scale as the others, further deep- 
ening the divide between themselves and the 
newly-floated banks, ■. 

The continuing rivalry between banks and 
building societies should mean the drive towards 
higher rates expected by' most experts may not 
be as frenzied as it might have been. The signs 
are already there: the Coventry, for example. 


was at pains to point out this week that its new 
7.6 per cent rate would still leave up to half its 
borrowers on a lower “loyalty” rate. 

For existing and would-be borrowers, the key 
questions are whether this week's announce- 
ment is the first of many and if it is, what todo. 

Experts are united in the belief that mortgage 
rates are on the way back up, with 8.5 per cent 
at the upper end of current predictions. So, if 
rates are on an upward curve, what should 
potential new borrowers do? 

Nick Deutsch, chief executive at First Mort- 
gage, a telephone-based home loan broker and 
main lender, says demand has meant that m 
many cases, lenders are running out of fixed- 
term money within 24 hours of launching a new 
mortgage. 

“We are being contacted by people who know 
that we can process and accept their applica- 
tions for fixed loans even faster than the 
lenders can themselves," he says. 

The search for that elusive rate-beating deal 
has, however, taken a new turn. For if; as many 
economists suggest, the Chancellbrismove to 
allow the Bank of England to set its- own inter- 
est rates leads to greater stability in' the longer 
term, long-term mortgage rates will be coming 
down over the next two or three years. 

The prospect opens up for the first .time, in 


tbe UK at least, the possibility of long-term fixed 
rates actually lower than prevailing standard 
variable rates. If so, fixing at today’s rates is not 
as sensible as it initially sounds. 

Ian Darby, director at John Cbarcol, the UK’s 
largest mortgage broker, says: “Those who 
believe rales are likely to come back down again 
should protect themselves in the immediate 
period and have the kind of product that will 
then be placed to follow them later.” 

John Charcol is offering a choice of products, 
including a “capped" mongage, with a standard 
variable rate of 7.39 per cent which is guaran- 
teed not to rise above 7.99 per cent between now 
and June 2002. Alternatively, there is the 
option of a “fix and cap”, beginning with a rate 
of 6.99 per cent until April 1999. Thereafter the 
loan reverts to the prevailing standard variable 


rate, capped at 7.99 per cent until April 2001 

Mr Darby says: “With these loans, you get the 
advantage of knowing that the cost of your loan 
will fail if rates do, but will not rise above an 
acceptable level for the duration of the initial 
period. Of course, one could put an equally per- 
suasive case for discounted mortgages.” 

Discounts are the name of the game at Mort- 
gage Intelligence, a network of some 400 bro- 
kers throughout the country. Sally Laker, the 
network's general manager, says: “Up to now, ■ 


people have argued in favour of fixed rates. 

“But we think it may be time for people to 
consider discounts. This way, you get the attrac- 
tion of an immediate saving on the prevailing 
mortgage rate. If rates do go back down, so will 
the discounted mortgage.” 

Mortgage intelligence has negotiated a 15 
percent discount on the existing variable rate 
for five years. Borrowers also receive a £300 
cashback to cover legal fee and valuation costs. 
The valuation fee itself is fixed at £1 for every 
£1,01)0 plus VAT of the loan. Ms Laker claims 
the discount could save a borrower with an 
£80,000 loan about £100 a month for five years. 

And what of existing borrowers? Those who 
are already locked into fixed rates should 
already have loans which compete reasonably 
well with today’s prices. For them, it makes little 
sense in switching, particularly given existing 
redemption penalties. 

Anyone with a variable rate, or a fixed rate 
about to end soon should seriously consider cap- 
ping or discounting. Savings over two or three 
years wilt easily compensate for the hassle and 
expense of re-raortgaging- but only if redemp- 
tion penalties are low or non-existent 


The Coach 
House in Arun- 
del was once 
part of the Duke 
of Norfolk’s 
Arundel estate. 

While the Vic- 
torian building 
w as being con- 
verted into a 
four-bedroom 
home, a bundle 
of love letters 
dating from 
around 1900 was 
found in the lofL They were from a young florist called Jijlia 
to Dan Lee, landlord of the Black Rabbit pub, where the let- 
ters are now on display. £230,000 through Jackson Stops 
(01243 786316) 




The Coach 
House in Old 
Castes sey near 
Norwich is an 
unusual comer 
building con- 
verted into a 
three-bedroom 
house. The 
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Mortgage Intelligence 0800246000; John Charcol 
0800718191 


morning room 
was previously 
the harness 
room, with two 
round windows. 

A spiral stair- : ; " _ 

case links the dining hall with the first floor. There are mature 
gardens, a small orchard and two acres of woodland. Within 
the grounds there are two garages which may be used as a 
large studio or library. £225,000 through Bedford 0132S 
750500. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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FAX: 0171 293 2505 
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Lincolnshire 


THE PROPERTY BUREAU 


RESIDENTIAL LETTINGS AND 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 


H> hurt pleasure in offering the fallowing to rent: 
Canary Wharf, E14 
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DOLLAR BAY 

A superb development ol eighteen apartments situated on what was the world's busiest port 
Truly stunning waterfront views towards Canary Wharf 
■ Waiting distance to Canary Wharf 
■ Luxury interna/ spedfleafion 2 beds, 2 baths to let from £325 p/wk. 


Property Liaisons 0171 680 0222 


Daniel Watney 


Chartered Surveyors 


Established 1859 


Residential Lettings 
Management & Sales 


Barbican - City - Clerkenwell 
Islington - Holbom 


0171 253 4414 


The Charterhouse 
Charterhouse Square 
London EC1M 6AP 


Daniel Watney 



We are experts in Residential Lettings 
and Property Management 
with branches throughout North London. 
We are members of the Associatiorrof 
Residential Lettings Agents (ARLA) 
and have professionally trained staff 
to deal with your needs. 

For further details with no obligation 
call us now on: 


Wnppinp. El 
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JUST INSTRUCTED 

■ An ibin; jvcrgp ux ok bedroom rrunmcni so m prate 
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MANAGEMEVT & FlNANCML SCRt (CES 


WESTPEflFtY ROAD • LONDON E14 3AG 
TELEPHONE: 01 71 515 08M -FACSIMILE: 0171 5758M1 
EMa>: iNweamiadoctaitte co.ufc ■ Web sits: www.docksJcfecojX 


Retire in slyie. Lmcomshire! 
2\'i hrs from London' 

3 ira leach. Dit dirmte. Peaceful 
Loatfcm - ouiskiiv rf Sic^ess. 

Prosperous holiday reaw. 

£* Btfd'2 ha* exmumiBause. 

Sou* facing tugp g/c rge 
Set in ] ACRE Beautiful maun? 
j^DdsandpaddodL 
Bargain £169.000 
Tel COX754) 768020 


Sussex 


Nr. CHICHESTER 


0171 3544004 


320 Upper Street, Islington, London N1 2XQ 

Offices also at Stoke Newington, Highbury, Southgate & Enfield 

MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATION OF RESIDENTIAL LETTING AflENTS 


P K Residential 

LETTINGS 


SOUTH KENSINGTON SW7 £415 PER WEEK 
2 double bedrooms. 3rd floor apartment with lift 
comprising ol one hath, one shower room len suite). 

Reception/ diner, fully equipped kitchen. Recently 
refurbished and offered in excellent decorative order 
throughout. Tbe apartment is available immediately 


■ TEL: 0171 289 0042 • H 
FAX: 0171 2«Q nn78 Wj 




ST1CKLEY&KENT 


.Specialise* in Residential letting and management in 
Camden, Hegenfs Paric and Primrose Hill. 


Regent's Park Office 
0171 267 2053 


Specialise in lettings 
and selling in and 
around London 



0171-363 6025 
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♦AMBERDEN 
. ESTATES 


Specialists in residential letting and 
management in Nonh and Central London. 


BENHAM REEVES 


RESIDENTIAL LETTINGS 


Central London office: 0173 836 2888 
Islington office: 0171 226 4221 


Hampstead 

0171435 9681 


Highgate 

0181 341 2335 


0171 433 3310 


6 SOUTH HIU PARK. HAMPSTEAD LONDON NW3 258 


Our next Lettings Feature ivill be on Sunday 8 June 
For further information please call the 
Property Team on 0171 293 2302/2343. 



Centre of village 
location. Sparions 3 
bedroom house in terrace 
of six. Within easy reach 
of M4, Gower and Brecon 
Beacons. Ideal holiday/, 
weekend home. 
£27,500 

Tel: 01245 420363 
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■ . Fantasy 
buyers for 

dream 
homes 
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Vendors and estate agents 
should be wary of bogus 
offers, writes Penny Jackson 






ho hasn't leafed through 
the brochure of some 
glorious house and won- 
dered “what if"? The 
„ price could be half-a-mil- 

lioo pounds, one million, two million - 
it doesn’t matter because the dream 
stops short of taking Teal money into the 
calculations. It’s a fleeting lifestyle 
fantasy that is fun while it lasts. 

For a few. though, pictures are not 
enough. They contact the agents and 
present themselves as plausible buyers 
of expensive properties and then pro- 
ceed to string everyone along until they 
fern bluff no more. At this point, they 
usually disappear. 

r; They are quite different from the 
numerous time-wasters who are merely 
curious about how the wealthy live or 

a want a few good decorating ideas. Far 
. from being satisfied with a quick snoop, 
: their’ game is not over until, at the very 
least, their offer has been accepted. 
f. David Forbes of Chesterfields has 
' come across two such American opera- 
tors recently. “One wanted to buy a £3m 
house the other a £5m property. They 
had very good stories about claiming to 
be in the media and in Hollywood. They 
both made offers and even instructed 
UK solicitors. One then disappeared 
while the other kept finding excuses for 
not producing a financial reference.” 

Not unnaturally, vendors left in the 
lurch take their frustrations out on the 
agents. “We cannot turn down someone 
who appears to be genuine,” says Mr 


Forbes. **We do carry out checks, but 
there are limits. It is not the culture here 
to get financial references at this stage 
and most people would get pretty upset 
if you did ask. In parts of America you 
have to provide proof of wealth before 
you can look round a high-value home.” 

It is not surprising that David Forbes 
would like this to become the practice 
here. He has seen bogus buyers go as far 
as employing the staff of a large house, 
instructing solicitors and surveyors and 
then disappearing just before Lhe 
exchange of contracts. One so-called 
buyer was only found out after he was 
overhead boasting about his deception 
in a Chelsea pub. 

So why should anyone want to pre- 
tend to buy a house? According to Cary 
Cooper, professor of psychology at 
UMIST in Manchester, they are delu- 
sional either because they have con- 
vinced themselves they can buy or they 
have to save face by keeping going. 
“Such imposters have no self-worth,” he 
says. “If they weren’t buying houses they 
would be acting out other roles. At the ' 
voyeuristic level, they like going round, 
say, a movie star’s house to put a bit of 
glamour into their lives." 

Clearly, the attention paid to anyone 
who looks good for a few million is a 
great boost to the ego, and celebrity 
homes have the bogus buyers out in 
force. When SaviUs was selling David 
Lean’s house in Docklands die company 
was strung along twice by bogus offers, 
despite numerous checks, recalls. 
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Jonathan Hewlett Some owners require 
people to sign a confidentiality clause 
before looking around. “I always ask 
one or two pertinent questions. If the 
buyers are genuine they will answer you 
openly. Anyone rude or abrupt sets the 
alarm bells ringing.” says Mr Hewlett. 

It is not just the top end of the market 
that suffers from tune-wasters. The boom 
in new-build absorbs a good share of the 
“ carpet- treadeis” whose idea of a good 
weekend is viewing someone’s house, but 
there are those who are put in offers with 
no intention of buying or as a back-up 
while continuing to look around. Henry 
Woods of Douglas & Gordon’s Bat- 
tersea office recently took a couple with 
£300,000 to spend around a number of 
four-bedroom houses. After two weeks 


of intensive negotiation a price was 
agreed. “They were moving from a nasty 
high-rise block so were excited about the 
whole affair. They had tea with the ven- 
dors and measured up and contracts were 
sent out. My suspicions were aroused 
when I kept seeing them around even 
though they were supposed to be abroad. 
They told us contracts and a banker’s 
draft had been sent by registered post and 
we spent ages rooting around in the local 
sorting office. The couple then evapo- 
rated into thin air." 

The fact that nothing locks buyers or 
sellers into a binding agreement until 
contracts are exchanged makes it ripe for 
exploitation. “Anyone can make any 
number of offers and legally we have to 
write to our clients with details. We will 


of course warn them if we have any 
doubts,” says Mr Woods. 

While agents can spot the more obvi- 
ous fantasists -those wbo ask where they 
can park their McLaren FI, or those with 
an impressionable girlfriend in tow - 
they are aware of the possibility that they 
could be genuine. Jonathan Hewlett, 
weary of hearing about relatives who are 
princes or sultans, had his doubts about 
a very large bid. *1 was told that the man 
had arrived in the country with a fall 
police and diplomatic escort He just 
seemed implausible to me.” And David 
Forbes knows of one agent who must be 
rueing the day he ignored a scruffy 
young man wearing a baseball cap. 
“The man then went round the corner 
and spent £4m.” 


Good news in 
Blair country 


U nder the massed ranks of cameras last 
weekend, Islington enjoyed its finest 
hour. All over the world, people were 
given pictures of New Labour’s spiritual 
heard and basking in glorious sunshine. No 
wonder that estate agents were counting the 
landslide m pounds rather than votes. They 
are hoping that the Prime Minister will do for 

ChekS* What Margaret Thatcher did for 

“The election realty put Islington on the 
m 5P’” Jeremy Carnpbe D-Harris of 
Winkworth. “Prices have already gone up by 
up to 48 per cent in the last year. In 
Richmond Crescent, the Blairs’ street, a 
house that sold for about £400,000 12 months 
ago, is now selling for anything from half a 
million to £700,000." 

Diere has, indeed, been an enormous swell 
of interest in the area, yet perhaps this has 
rather more to do with its proximity to the City 
and the West End than its political celebrities. 
Restaurants and bars are full in the evening 
and the Bohemian atmosphere is drawing 
people away from areas such as Nottmg H3L 
where prices have moved into the premier 
league. Angel, Bamsbuiy and Canon bury are 
becoming blown as the new Wll. 

Yolande Barnes of Savills Research has for 
some time predicted that Islington will fall 
into the prime central London category, 
although she cautions against regarding it all 
in the same light: “It has pockets of Georgian 
stock that have arrived in terms of prices, but 
it doesn’t yet have the cachet of the 
traditional prime areas.” 

North London has always been a 
combination of prime and borderline areas 
with changing fortunes. Hampstead, St Johns 
Wood and Belsize Park are surrounded by 
patches that have fast been getting smarter. 
Camden, for instance, has the pull of Camden 
Lodi which has brought about a dramatic 
improvement of shops and restaurants over 
the past 10 years. Rather like Islington, its 
trendy status is reflected in the prices. 

Marc Goldberg of Hamptons International 
has suddenly seen some pretty roads on the 
Chalk Farm patch become more prestigious, 
while Primrose Hill he describes as a 
“diamond patch”. In Chalcott Square, 
between Camden Town and Regent’s Park, a 
house that was not worth more than £900,000 
at the peak of the market in die Eighties is 
currently being sold for almost £2m. 

As an alternative to Hampstead, Mr 
Goldberg points to Higbgate - a real London 
village that hasn’t yet been commercialised 
A Georgian family house would be less than 
£800,000 rather than over £lm in Hampstead 
Ben Stagg of Goldschmidt & Howland 
reports that the market here has been fairly 
quiet “If a house is not exactly right buyers 
will walk away." 

In his area - from Regent's Park to 
Hampstead - the greatest pressure is for 
houses between £450,000 and £lm. “There's 
a squeeze from all fronts - from people 
trading down, families trading up and even 
young buyers on very good salaries. We have 
plenty of couples selling two-bed flats in 
Hampstead for £250,000 and going straight 
for properties in the £600,000 plus region." 

Penny Jackson 
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ALSO 


COMER HOMES HAVE JUST RELEASED THE WOODLANDS 
3 BED LUXURY APARTMENTS IN WEST HAM 

(only 150 yard* from West Ham Tube Station aDd mainline nation. 15 mina from Liverpool street) 

PRICES ONLY £69,950 (Deposit paid, move in for £99) 

For further biformaxion Tel 0172 474 6560. 
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SMS Mm 

TOWER BRIDGE, SE1 

Selection of 1 and 2 bed luxury apartments, 
penthouses and studios, furnished/ 
unfurnished, walking distance from Tower 
Bridge and City. Secure underground car 
parking, 24 hour porterage. 

' Prices from £750 pem- £1,700 pem 
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35 NEW OXFORD STREET, 
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The Cost 
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Collect to invest: Railwayana is the trainspotter’s revenge and a virgin market, says John Windsor 


Y ou could call it the trainspotfofs’ 
revenge. Decorative brass. Idas- 
motive nameplates, sold to railway 
enthusiasts at scrap value from 
British Railways stores in the Sixties, can 
be worth up to £25,000 and prices are still 
soaring. 

It sounds like an investors’ dream. Why 
not buy one now, re-sell in a couple of 
years and pocket a cool few thousand? 
Did not a telephone bidder from Hong 
Kong bid £15,000 for the York and Ainsty 
LNER hunt class nameplate in March, 
before being pipped at £15,100? The Chi- 
nese are getting in on it Quick; who do 
I make my cheque out to? 

In fact, the Hong Kong bidder was a 
British collector. The question to ask is 
why the railwayana market, in spite of 
rapid and continuous gains, is still virgin, 
unsullied by speculators. Where’s the 
catch? On the face of it, there isn’t one. 
I shall give reasons why you should not 
try to make a killing out of nameplates, 


but first 1 must appeal to your sentiment 
The only specialised commercial rail- 
wayana auctions are not in London, the 
speculators’ lair, but in the dim and dis- 
tant riiy of Sheffield, where six times a 
year up to 700 railway buffs assemble in 
the hall of Myers Grove comprehensive 
school to bid at auctions organised by Ian 
Wright, 54, who used to be the school’s 
deputy head. 

A railway enthusiast himself, he held 
his first auction of railwayana - besides 
nameplates, other memorabilia including 
crested cutlery and chamberpots - at the 
school in 1987, to raise funds for iL By 
1990, regular sales were making £40,000 
a year profit and he retired to make them 
his profession. Each sale now totals some 
£190,000 and the school gets £1,000 plus 
hall rent Today, he ventures south to auc- 
tion a big private collection in Hendon. 

No auctioneer or dealer can compete 
with Mr Wright- Some auctioneers send 
lots to him, rather than auction them 


themselves. The only reason that Bon- 
hams got a 558-lbr chunk of Sir William 
McAlpine's railwayana collection last 
September was that it had the resources 
to mount a sale in double quick time. 
“We’ve just about cornered the market”, 
says Mr Wright “There are no dealers at 
my sales, just collectors who are happy to 
pay top money.” 

Indeed, they do. The record £25,000 
was paid for the nameplate of the South- 
ern Railway’s Battle of Britain class loco- 
motive 603 squadron, built in 1948 and 
broken up in 1967. Most of the Battle of 
Britain nameplates were presented to the 
RAF by the railway company, so they are 
very scarce. 

Only railway buffs who know that 
expected such an enormous price. Mr 
Wright does not publish pre-sale esti- 
mates. Nor does he charge a buyer’ s pre- 
mium. Seller's premium on the first 
£1,000 is a modest 10 per cent (not the 
customary 15 percent) and only 5 percent 


thereafter. It sounds disconcertingly ama- 
teurish to the hardened speculator. 

The previous price comparable with the 
£15,100 for the York and .Ainsty was 
£9,200 for the Morpeth, another hunt 
nameplate, the previous year. Not a bad 
rate of appreciation (although most are 
as yet worth less than £10,000). In the 
Thirties - but you will not wish to know 
this - you could have picked up name- 
plates ex-yard for five bob and in the early 
Sixties even King class nameplates cost 
a mere £15. Fifty King class nameplates 
slung onto the back of a lony would have 
made you a millionaire today. 

King class? What’s class? You will 
have to ask Mr Wright, or speak nicely to 
one of the enthusiasts at Myers Grove 
school. There are no textbooks, no price 
guides - although Mr Wright has logged 
the ownership of some 3.0CKJ nameplates. 

And when you get to Myers Grove 
school,- expect to find fewer than half a 
dozen nameplates to bid for. They are 


almost never re-auctioned before the 
owner dies. No speculators, remember? 

“I know people who would rather buy 
railwayana than bread,” says Mr Wright. 
“They’re a passion, not an investment 
Look at the price the York and Ainsty 
made. There were 84 of those hunt plates 
on 42 engines. You’d think I'd be rung up 
by somebody wanting to sell at that price 
- but not a one. They’re not selling” . 

There have been flurries of buying: 
prices trebled irf 1978-9 and there was 
another rush in the late Eighties - the sort 


of blips speculators have learned to be 
wary o£ What goes up must come down. 

“But in 10 years’ auctioneering. I’ve 
seen nothing but buoyancy. We’ve never 
had speculators. They don’t understand 
nameplates. It's not an international 
market, so they’re nervous. They’re 
wrong, but that’s how they feel. Fm glad. 
Speculators would be a disaster. Once 
they got involved, buying and selling 
every three years, Td be in trouble with 


prices. T want nostalgic pedple, lovers of 
nameplates in their own right. 35 

He’s one - he bought his first name- 
plate for £125 in 1971 (worth £&5Q0 
today) after being cajoled info watching 
an enthusiasts’ preserved steam express? 
roar through Sheffield. “I saw it come 
round the bend swaying on its frames and 
I was hooked” Ever seen an express sway 
on its frames? If you have, perhaps yt^Tf- 
should buy a nameplate and put it on your 
wall — and in your will. More nameplates 
circulating speculatively through auction 
means more nameplates and lower prices. 
You could end np derailing your own 
express train to riches. 


Sheffield Railwayana Auctions, 43 Little 
Norton Lane, Sheffield SS SGA (TeUfax 
0114-2745085). 

Auction of the Paul Edwards collection of 
ntiluayana and juvenilia. Royal Air force 
Museum, Hendon, today U.30am (0860- 
921519), 
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F or those of us in regular 
contact with banks and 
building societies, there was 
something almost comical in 
the haste with which they rushed to 
bump up the cost of home loans in 
the wake of Chancellor Gordon 
Brown’s base rate announcement 
on Tuesday. 

Within hours of base rates going 
up to 6.25 per cent, lenders were in 
touch to say that mortgages would 
rise too, this time by 0.35 per cent 
on average, adding £13 a month to 
the cost of a £50,000 loan. 

There are a few points worth 
noting; The first is the disparity 
between the increase in base rates 
and of home loans. Of course, it is 
only fair to point out that lenders 
have in the past year or two pushed 
up their mortgages by less than the 
prevailing base rate change. 

The second is that in the 
scramble to hike home loans, many 
of us ignored the hush from 
mutually owned societies. The most 



Nic Cicuti 


Odd, isn't it, how 
deft institutions 
are at picking our 
pockets, how 
slow at giving 
some of it back 


profoundly “mutual” societies, 
including Britannia, Nationwide 


including Britannia, Nationwide, 
Bradford <ft Bingjey and Yorkshire, 


are standing back this weekend 
before reaching a decision. 

It is likely that they too will push 
up their rates, although by less than 
their banking competitors. But 
even if they were to imitate their 
rivals to the last decimal point, the 
one-week breathing space means a 
difference of about £3. Small beer, 
maybe, but at least it stays in our 
pockets’ and not the banks’. 

The final point is connected to 
the previous one. For in the frenzy 
to tell us about rising mortgage 
rates, virtually all of them with 
immediate effect for existing 


borrowers, the banks and wannabe 
banks “forgot" to mention savings 
rates. These, I was assured, would 
rise “in due course”, but it was “too 
early” to say when that might be. 
Odd, isn’t it, how financial 
organisations are so deft at picking 
our pockets and so sluggish when it 
comes to giving some of that 
money back. 


T here was another, unreported. 
consequence of the Chancellor 


I consequence of the Chancellor’s 
decision to hand control of interest 
rates to the Bank of England. 
According to rhe Annuity 


Bureau, a London-based firm of 
retirement specialists, annuities - 
the yearly income bought with 
pension lump sums - tumbled by 
up to 5 per cent almost overnight 

In effect, anyone close to 
retirement who has a personal 
pension, or is a member of an 
occupational “money-purchase” 
scheme, will have seen the value of 
their retirement income slashed by 
that amount. 

This is because annuity rates are 
generally dependent on returns 
from medium-term government 
gilts. The market's reaction to 
Gordon Brown’s announcement 
was to push up the price of shares 
and gilts. As a result, gilt yields fell 
and with them, annuity rates. 

The fall may reverse itself, at 
least in part However, for anyone 
with pension arrangements where 
their final lump sum is used to buy 
an annuity, the lesson to learn is 
that annual retirement income is 
hard to predict Increasing 
contributions where possible may 
be the only way to ensure a • 
comfortable retirement 


Of course, one could argue that 
the way in which this dramatic cut 
in pensioners’ income went 
unreported was further evidence of 
what little value society places on 
them and their needs. But that 
would be too cynical an attitude. 


Fore 


rfinafiy, many of you are aware 
I that The Independent also 
publishes a Money section on 
Wednesdays, in which there is a. 
chance to discuss an even wider > 
range of topics than in this.editior$ 

If there is an issue you would 
like either of our Money sections to 
look at, feel free to write in. 

My thanks to all of you who have 
asked to take part in the free 
financial makeovers we offer 
Independent readers. Tb those who 
have written but have not enclosed 
details of themselves of a 
telephone number, get in touch 
again. To other readers of this 
section, you are welcome to take 
• part. 

Please write ro.the- address at the 
foot of this week’s makeover on 
page 28. 
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that your capital won’t be tied np. 
WeU alter or suspend your monthly 
investments' as you wish. And now 
_you eftn add or exchange any ‘free’ 
shares you. receive from one of the- 

Building Society share offers. * 
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.phqne^or a pair of scissors. 

Strenuous, isnVrt? 


By Investing in Election PEP Hi from 
Legal & General, you can secure the 
growth of the stockrnarket as measured 
by ibe FTSE 100 Index pips a bonus of 
■10* of [hat growth over 5 years. For 
example. £6,000 Invested in May 1992 
would haw increased to £8.926 by April 
1997. By adding our bonus to the capital, 
the total return would have been an 
impressive £ 10.096 . 


140 % 


With its unique 12 month averaging 
system, your investment is shielded from 
an uncertain market and your profits are 
protected. Should the market have fallen 
over 5 years, your capital will be 
returned in full. 
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TO: SCHRODERS, 
CUSTOMER SERVICES DEPT, 
02394 FREEPOST. LON 7109. 
LONDON EC4B4PD. 
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| Schroder 1997/98 PEP brochure, | 
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A good start to life under Labour 
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. raced bond ma ^ 

■bondinvestors wdS 1°,™? 

to news of a convmcSi^„ n ^? y 
moderate Lahnur J! vict0r y W a 

■SMssSiS 

t[ integration with Europe 

Andso it bas proved: the markets 
-AT® “5JV “ore than anything 
' there is nothing if not dura? 

, oiwymtfae prospect of a government 

- a toge majority 

• surprise so far of course 

j|- . ^ een Gordon Brown’s rapid 

“ and unexpected move to give control 

° f intercst rates to 
h2t^ k ^ f i EnfiIaild Thc markets 
•, largely bought the argu- 

. ment that Labour is now a seriously 
moderate party shorn of its old tax- 
and-spend habits. But Mr Brown has 

. moved quickly to shore up the Gov- 
emmenfs credibility with the “Kind 

■ market vigilantes" still further by 
, Pre-empting any lingering uncer- 
tainty about the seriousness of his 

- mentions to avoid taking political 
liberties with interest rates. 

This is a profound and historic 
. change in the way that we conduct 
our economic policy. If it works out 
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as presented, investors will have 
good cause to celebrate the slaying 
of one Labour bogeyman: that ft is 
the party of inflation. Last week’s 
market reaction was certainly 
encouraging. Short-term rates went 
up, as the Bank of England wanted, 
but the yield on long-term gilts - 
which is the one that ultimately 
matters most for industry and 
investors - fell quite dramatically. 
The stock market was also up 4 per 
cent in a week by midday yesterday. 

This is exactly what you would 
expect to happen if the markets had 
accepted that long-term inflation 
prospects have improved as a result 
of the new monetary policy arrange' 
merits. The whole rationale of cen- 
tral bank control of interest rates is 
one of “short-term pain, long-term 
gain”. Thc more credible the anti- 
inflationary strategy is seen to be, the 
more quickly long-term interest rates 
can fall and the more benign both 


The next test 
of the new 
Government’s 
credibility 
will come in 
the Budget 

the economic and investment envi- 
ronment will become. 

That’s in theoiy: of course the new 
arrangement has still to be made to 
work in practice. While there is 
dear evidence that countries with 
independent central banks tend to 
have lower rates of inflation than 
those which do not. what Mr Brown 
has proposed is only a halfway house 
towards foil independence. 

We don’t know tow the new mon- 
etary policy committee at thc Bank, 
with its “expert” members nomi- 
nated by the Chancellor, will work 
in practice. It isworth remembering 
that most of our leading economic 
competitors have arrangements 
which already give their central 
banks more control than the Bank 
of England wQJ have -so the change, 
while radical in our terms, will not 
give us any competitive advantage 
over other countries. 

The new arrangement, while 


Real equity returns 
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agreeable to con template, is certainly 
not yet a guarantor improved eco- 
nomic performance. There is no law 
which says the Bank will be any bet- 
ter at reading the economic runes 
than anybody else, and in fact its 
recent record in predicting inflation 
and the level of economic activity has 
been patchy at besL Nor does the 
new arrangement actually guarantee 
that politics will be taken out of inter- 
est rate decisions. Even in countries 
such as Germany and the United 
States, where the central banks have 
much greater constitutional freedom 
than ours, they are constantly 
engaged in behind-the-scenes battles 
with governments inrent on keeping 
the economy moving along. 

Still, there is no- reason to be 
grudging about accepting the thrust 
of what Mr Brown is Dying to do or 
about believing his intentions. 
Assuming the economic climate 
remains as benign as it is today. 
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investors are right to take comfort 
from what has happened. A period 
of low inflation, coupled with a 
Government that seeks to retain 
tight control over the budget deficit 
and is committed to supporting busi- 
ness (if those two promises also turn 
out to be true), should bold no great 
fears fra- investors. 

The next test of the Govern- 
ment’s credibility wQi come in the 
Budget. How far will Mr Brown 
move to fill the gap in the public 
finances by additional taxation cm 
companies? Raising the rate of cor- 
poration tax by 2 per cent would 
raise £2bn and must look a tempt- 
ing target, given the strong recent 
rise in industry's return an capital 
And how far will he move to cut the 
tax privileges of the pension funds by 
restricting further the advance cor- 
poration tax credit on dividends? 
Either step threatens to put a lid on 
the scope for the stock market to 


move ahead. Over at the Depart- 
ment of 'Bade and Industry, mean- 
while, we wait to see how the new 
minist erial regime rules on the var- 
ious bids and deals awaitingmerger 
clearance, it will be a good litmus test 
of the Government’s professed 
desire to promote competition. 

It is true that Labour governments 
have not traditionally been as good 
for the stock market as Conserva- 
tives ones. In nominal terms, the 
returns on shares might appear to 
tell a different story, but if you look 
at real returns (after inflation) the 
story is dear enough, as my chart 
shows. For obvious reasons, indus- 
trial shares have tended to do bet- 
ter under Labour in the past than 
financials, and vice versa undeT the 
Tories. Because of its poor infla- 
tionary record, the returns on gilts 
have also been inferior under 
Labour. Such parallels with the past 
have only limited relevance today. 


however. After all, we have never’ 
before had to deal with a Labour 
government which is trying so hard 
to emulate - or, in the case of this 
week’s monetary policy changes, to 
outdo - what are traditionally 
thought of as lory policies. 

Before embracing too readily the 
message that New Labour will be 
good for investors, don’t forget (a) 
that stock markets are already highly 
valued in historical terms; and (b) 
that we cannot divorce our fortunes 
from those of the rest of the world. 
A timely study this week from 
PDFM, the fond management 
group, reminded us that the UK 
stock market has out-performed all 
other leading sock markets since the 
dark days of 1975. 

As Vferren Buffett, the legendary 
American investor, also pointed out 
this week, the stock market cannot 
go on producing its current excep- 
tional rates of growth forever. Even 
if the risk from a Labour government 
has diminish ed, the risk of mean 
reversion remains. And, of course, 
one bold announcement does not 
remove the risk that New Labour 
will be bounced out of its confident 
stride by the turn of unforeseen 
events. Still after last week’s wel- 
come beginnings, nothing has 
changed ray view that gilts remain a 
sound bet - and who would have 
thought one could ever have said 
that with a Labour Chancellor newly 
installed in Downing Street? 
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F or most of us, most of the 
time, foreign currency is an 
issue to be addressed once or 
twice a year during a foreign 
holiday as we painstakingly count out 
the drachmas or the pesetas to pay 
for our ice creams. 

We all' know holidays abroad 
become much cheaper when sterling 
is strong. Trips to France cost a lot 
less now that a pound buys nearly 
nine and a half French francs. 

Perhaps not surpriangly, few people 
realise the role such fluctuations can 
have on their daily lives. “People are 
aware of [currency changes J, but not 
the potential impact they can have,” 
says Tim CockenlL investment direc- 
tor at Whitechurch Securities in 
BristoL This is particularly the case for 
milli ons of small investors. 

Even if your money is invested 
within the UK, the pound’s struggles 
abroad have an impact on shares. For 
example, many private investors are 
unaware of indirect holdings by their 
fund managers in foreign bonds and 
shares. A unit trust may be quoted in 
sterling, for example, though most of 
its underlying assets are in foreign 
currencies. If you invest in an inter- 
national growth unit trust, for exam- 
ple, or a European equity fond, then 
the value of your investment will be 
hit by sterling's fate. 

Even for those with no direct 
equity investment to their name, the 
pension funds they belong to will usu- 
ally have some overseas investment, 
and exchange rate fluctuations make 
themselves felt If sterling is weak 


against major currencies, foreign 
investment returns are magnified 
and vice versa. 

Even your mortgage payments 
could be affected by the pound. 
Remember 1992 when the govern- 
ment tried to shore up sterling by 
pushing interest rates sky-Mgb? 

Why do currency values change? A 
currency becomes strong when it is 
in demand. It is in demand when it 
gives investors a good return. So, if 
intercst rates are higher in the UK 
t than in the US, the pound is likely to 
* rise, and vice versa. 

But big investors are always look- 
ing ahead: they don't wait until it is 
olwious to everyone that interest rates 
in the Ul^ are rising. They aim to pre- 
dict a rise much earlier, so they can 
buy the pound before ft has become 
expensive. 

Financial institutions often manage 
to make huge amounts of money by 
betting on future currency move- 
ments. Traders made a killing out of 
sterling's abrupt departure from the 
European exchange rate mechanism 
.in 1992, for example. 

Conversely, sterling’s recent 
strength against the mark has hit 
British exporters hard, as their goods 
are priced out of foreign markets. 

The pound has climbed to dizzy 
heights in the last year against the 
German mark and the dollar. But 
.dangers lurk. JP Moigan currency 
analyst Avinash Fersaud sees the 
pound falling as low as 2.67 marks in 
the next two months, from a recent 
level of 2.82, as the uncertainly over 





You may be quite happy with your pension. Until you try 
to change it. 

Penalties for early retirement, penalties for varying 
contributions, even penalties for dying. You begin to wonder 
just whose pension it is. 

You see, in order to pay commission to brokers and 
middlemen, some companies impose severe penalties on 
their personal pension plans, should you wish to make 
changes. 

Happily, The Equitable Life has never paid commission 
to third parties for the introduction of new business. You 
don't have to commit yourself to paying identical 
contributions every year. And, should you decide to retire 
early, your benefits would be exactly die same as if you had 
chosen that date initially. 

What is more, you have the reassurance of knowing that 
your pension fund is in the hands of one of the finest 
investment teams in the UK. 

I lf you’d Hbe to know more, call (0990) 38 48 58 or send 
off the coupon below for further information by post and by 
telephone. 

Infe nmri o p faMcttwfll only be given on Equ it abl e group products 
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The professionals: in theory, you could make your own bets on currency movements but If s very risky 


the imminent Budget takes its tolL 
•There is a currency risk with every 
overseas investment” says Brian 
Turner, treasury director of Hender- 
son Investors. Henderson runs a 
European fund, where returns in 
cash terms have been hit by sterling's 
latest show of strength. “Gains have 
most certainly been reduced,” Mr 
Timer says. Sterling’s trade-weighted 
exchange rate has risen 15 per cent 
since July. 

Fund managers can erase the risk 
of currency fluctuations by what is 
known as hedging. This basically 
means they pay a third party to take 


the risk on for them, by means of 
complex financial instruments called 
derivatives. 

Can small-time players get-a piece 
of the action? In theory -but remem- 
ber, the foreign exchange market is 
foil of highly-paid individuals trying, 
and often failing, to forecast accu- 
rately how currencies will move. 

You can hold a certain type of 
deposit account where you can switch 
your money from one currency to 
another at a very low cost. Fidelity 
Currency Funds are just such, an 
account In theory you could use this 
to bet on currency movements, mov- 


ing out of sterling if you think it’s 
value is about to fall into marks. 
When the movement is over, you 
could move back into sterling, bay- 
ing made a profit 
But this is a highly risky business. 
Without the back-up that the banks 
have - huge economic research 
departments, whole teams analysing 
past patterns of currency behaviour 
and so on -you stand tittle chance of 
winning your bet 
For most of us, most of the time, 
the drama will be limited to getting 
our sums wrong over that cheap meal 
in a Greek tavern a. 
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The taxman’s a party-pooper 

O ne of ihe most 
famous business 
savings is that there 
is no such thing as a 


Best borrowing rates 
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O ne of the most 
famous business 
savings is that there 
is no such thing as a 
free lunch. The truth of that 
is something I leave you ro 
judge, but one certainty is 
that virtually all entertaining 
has a tax cost. 

The basic thrust of the tax 
system is that entertaining 
leads to a tax penalty for 
someone. There are 
exceptions, but anyone 
planning a function should 
bear in mind that a 
corporation tax disallowance 
_ or an income tax charge - 
may be waiting in the wings. 

Add a VAT disallowance 
thai will likewise be lurking 
and that £100 lunchtime 
gathering can be up to an 
equivalent £150 spend. (HI 
concentrate on income and 
corporate tax in this article 
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-but VAT irrecovefability 
basically parallels corporate 
tax disallowance). The extra 
tax cost can fall on the 
business (or employer if you 
prefer it) or, at least in part, 
on the individual. 

Starting with the business, 
entertaining spending is 
essentially tax. disallowable. 
Entertaining is not just that 
lunch either - it means 
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Virtually all 
entertaining - 
even the staff 
social - means 
a tax penalty; 
for someond' 


‘hospitality of any kind", Thus ‘ 
overnight accommodatiotffdr 
a consultant or sub-contracfta-I 
counts as entertaining Landis 
therefore disallowable. Betfer 
to let the sub-contractor pick ; 
up the hotel bill (as 
subsistence) and recharge it. :. 
(as expenses) perhaps. 

There is one tiny, and one , 
large, exception ro this . 
general disallowance. The 
tiny one relates to gifts. A 
gift counts as entertaining 
and is thus disallowable - but 
j not if it costs under £10, is 
I not part of a series and 
carries a prominent advert 
for the donor. That probably 
covers the pen I am writing 
with - but not a bottle of 
Scotch because food, drink 
and related vouchers are 
excluded. 

The major exception is 
staff entertaining. Some may 
remember entertaining 
overseas customers being 
allowable, but that went in 
19S8. There is a rule of 
thumb that anything for staff 
is tax-deductible for the 
employer - not a foolproof 
rule but it works here. The 
rationale is that there is 
always the opportunity to tax 
the individual. And that 
gives us the link to the 
second half of this issue - the 
fact that staff entertaining 
can lead to a benelit-in-kind 
income tax charge. 

You may start to question 
this - after all, all those staff 
functions you went to were 
working lunches, or 
necessary staff socials to 
maintain morale. But, like it 
or not, there is a benefit here 
for the staff concerned. The 
Revenue will argue that 
benefit is taxable. 

Such charges are often 
raised through PAYE audits 
carried out by the Revenue, 
with the employer frequently 
agreeing to settle the tax due 
on the employees’ behalf. 


This doesn’t always happen - 
and I know one sizeable 
employer which warns the 
staff of the value of social 
functions so they can declare 
it on their tax return. 

- Again there are 
exceptions. Many readers 
will be aware that there is a 
■concession for a Christmas 
party. Actually, the Revenue 
allows party costs up to £75 
pet head before raising a 
charge - and that doesn’t 
have to beat Christmas. But 
it is alt you get for a year and 
to c»unl it has to cover the 
entire cost of one or more 
ftinotions. not the first first 
£75. bf some mega-bash. 

With self-assessment now 
upon us, “third party" 
benefits are an issue. If 
someone other than your 
employer gives you a benefit, 
that may also be taxable. 
Normally hospitality won’t 
count in this argument: 
remember it will have been 
disallowed on the 
“entertainer" - who will see 
it as non-staff entertaining. 
But go beyond this to an 
outright gift, prize or 
something similar and there 
is a taxable benefit looming. 

Under self-assessment, the 
provider has an obligation to 
report benefits given in this 
way to the individual 
concerned. A value also has 
to be put on them, on a “cost 
to the provider" basis, so 
that the recipient can put the 
item on his or her tax return 
if appropriate. 

It has to be said that we 
are getting into controversial 
areas here, not least because 
many such recipients are 
self-employed under 
different tax rules. For 
example, many travel writers 
would not see a benefit in a 
trip that is undertaken to 
write about a particular 
destination. But if their 
partner went with them, or if 
the trip was given to 
someone not involved with 
travel writing, there could be 
tax-sickness as well as travel- 
sickness from the trip. 

All in all, entertaining is a 
fruitful area for the taxman 
to check up on. It may seem 
unfair, but don’t forget that 
few people entertain the 
■ taxman. 

John Whiting is a tax partner 
at Price Waterhouse 
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Invest £100. 

Get £117 working for you 
in the world’s markets. 

How do they do that? 


£117 of assets lor an investment of 
£100? It sounds too gpod to be true, 
but by investing now in Saints that is 
exactly the benefit you receive. 

Saints, (The Scottish American 
Investment Company RL.C.) is an inter- 
national general investment trust. 

Its shares are currently at a discount 
of 17<H) to net asset value. That means 
rhar for every £100 you invest in Saints 
shares, the trust's underlying assets are 
worth more than £117. 

By investing at tki« discount you 
receive two extra key benefits: 

♦ Your income is 17% higher when 
you buy at this discount compared 
with when there is no discount. 

4 At this level, the income generated 
by the extra yield adds up to more 



Saints 


than Saints' annual management and 
administrative charges, effectively giving 
you professional investment management 
for free. 

A discount is a common feature of 
investment trust shares and is a result 
of supply and demand. In the. short 
term the price of investment trust shares 
doesn’t always match die value of the 
underlying portfolio, hence die discount. 

Saints was founded in 1873 and today 
has assets of more than £500 million. 
Saints is totally committed to die private 
investor and aver 21,000 awn shares 
mainly through the Saints Savings 
Scheme or tax free New Saints PEP. 

To find out how you caw benefit from 
die current discount, telephone us now' 
on 0800 567 100 free, ox cptoptete 
the coupon below. ' , ■■ ■ ■ 


An International Investment Trust 

Soinii is managed ly Stewart Ivory & Company Ltd wfeirfc is regulated by IMR.0 


Phone tee 0800 567 100 now 

Website, WWW-RCWOfti ”Ky CYMlk/j Wfl tf 

For full details on our low cost regular Savings Scheme 
or on our New Saints PEP telephone us free or complete 
this coupon and send it to; Scewarc Ivory & Company Ltd. 
Freepost EH332. 45 Charlotte Square 
Edinburgh EH2 0DR 


Pa« performance « not necessarily a guide to focuie performance. Marlcer and currency movements may cause the value of tout investment, and the income 
from «. to fail as well as K« and you may get back las than you invested. Personal taxation rates and the tax treatment of PEPs may change in dm Raw* 
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P arents whose children are taking 
A-Ievels in the coming weeks may 
find their hopes of good exam 

, results are tempered by the 

knowledge that academic success means 
financial headaches for several years, as 
then- offspring prepare for college life. 

During the election^ all the three main 
political parties claimed that education 
was a top priority for them. Labour said 
it would divert more funds into schools, 
mostly by re-allocating money previously 
spent elsewhere. 

_ ® ut P*vid Blunkett, Labour’s new 
Education Minister, is unlikely to find the 
significant new resources needed to off- 
set the crisis facing higher education. 
Under Labour, as with the Tories before 
them, university students - and their 
parents — look set to become poorer. 

The need for parents to salt money 
away to help pay for higher education is 
higher than ever. The first question is: 
how much will they need? Grants, frozen 
for the last 10 years, have fallen 36 per 
cent against inflation. In the year 1997 to 
1998, they will be worth just £1,710 - or 
0 £2,105 in London. Students are taking up 
• loans on preferential terms from the 


money 




start when 
school’s Out 


College: The need for parents to salt 
money away to pay for education is 
greater than ever. Andrew Verity reports 

P A4eJek iHfw, C ,^ ]drCn *** Glasgow-based Student Loans Compa 

find their hn^™ 1 ? S we ^ ks ma y making life slightly easier -but not mu 
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SoBPE 


Glasgow-based Student Loans Company, 
making life slightly easier - but not much. 
Tbe maximum loan of £1,685 a year would 
give a total annual income (outside Lon- 
don) of just £3,395. 

How does that compare with out- 
goings? Estimates from the National 
Union of Students suggest a student out- 
side London can expect the minim um Mil 
over the year of'at least £4,500 - over 
£1,100 more than their income after out- 
goings are taken into account. 

Even if inflation stays below 6 percent, 
a student Irving this meagre lifestyle for 
three years will fall short by almost 
£4,000. Add cm the loan and even cautious 
students will face a debt burden of £9,000 
when they graduate. For those not eligi- 
ble for a grant the total cost 'trill be closer 
to £14,000. 

The Committee of Vice-Chancellors 
and Principals, the body for university 
heads, is presang for an “all-loan system” 
that will make students pay at least a third 
of tuition fees as well as living expenses. 
By 2005, this would increase the debt bur- 
den by £2,400 a year. Add to this the pro- 
jected student debt burden and tbe cost 
of a university education after 2005 comes 


?£53f. 
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Wheeling Into debt: without provision, evm fte most cautious students can eventually face idtetf-^tgod MUs for their college education 


to £16,000 between parent and child. If 
there is no entitlement to a grant, the total 
will be over £21,000. 

Anne Peek, managing director of the 
School Fees Insurance Agency, says: "As 
it is, parents are reluctant for their chil- 
dren to start life with a debt If tuition fees 
are introduced what option is there for 
parents who want the best for their off- 
spring other than to fund theireducadon 
themselves?'’ . 

It still seems an impossible amount to 
find. Yet many parents find that by invest- 
ing a moderate sum now, they can offset 
the costs. Several companies offer spe- 
cially tailored investment products aimed 
at saving for education. Look out for 
those that allow you to schedule payments 
when they fall due; it cuts out the pitfalls 
of arranging finance at the last minute. 

The School Fees Insurance Agency 


offers a way of harnessing tax reliefs to 
let savers tap into growth in the stock mar- 
ket and maximise saving for education. 

Ea ch parent can put up to £6,000 in a 
PEP that invests in shares every year. 
There is no tax on the investment growth 
of the fund - and do taxon payouts. Reg- 
ular monthly payments are also an option. 

The PEP can then invest in a unit trust 
-that way generate much higher growth 
than simply saying in a building society. 
Over the last three yeais, unit trusts 
invested in UK equities generated an 
average growth of 32 per cent Johnson 
Ry Slater Growth has grown by 82 per 
cent over the three years to April. 

Investing money with an insurance 
company's fund can also deliver good 
returns. Over the last three years, the 
average growth in UK equity funds was 
27 per cent 


If you believe tbiswill keep up, you can 
sharply reduce the burden of raising cash 
when your child attends unive rsity. If you 
pay £162 a month into a PEP, starting this 
year, your 12 -year-old child could receive 
£1,500 a term by the time they go to col- 
lege in die early 2000s. 

Many believe that these returns are 
unusually good and will not be repeated. 
Anyone who behaves interest rates will 
rise significantly aiqd stay there would be 
better off investing in fixed-interest stocks, 
which offer certain returns, albeit at a 
lower rate than equity investments. 

Because PEP providers often have ini- 
tial charges, it makes sense to invest over 
a long period - preferably at least five 
years. Savers who have five years but little 
to save may be better off with a tax- 
exempt special savings account or Tessa. 
This pays a tax-free rate of about 7 per 


cent a year at present, on savings of op 
to £9,000. 

For parents with children who may go 
to college sooner than that, some com- 
panies offer efficient ways of releasing any 
spare equity in your home. 

The School Res Partnership can refer 
people to an independent adviser able to 
advise them on the company's Special 
Reserve Plan. 

This in effect re-mortgages the family 
home - cheaper than a second mortgage 
- and allows parents to draw money later 
from fiie capita] which that generates. 

All educational savings plans allow 
parents to use payments for other pur- 
poses if they wish. 

So even if a child decides against 
attending university, the money will pay 
for that long-promised holiday, car or 
special treat 


for you 
rkets. 


P remier General, a 
specialist insurance 
intermediary, has 
launched a policy that pays 
out in the event of disability, 
unemployment or business 
cessation. Premiums cost 
£3.95 per £100 of 
unemployment insurance or 
£6.55 for full cover. Call 
0173 828.4434. 

_ Friends Provident is 
launching a five-year fixed- 
income investment bond, 
offering a choice that 
includes income of 10 per 
cent per year. The bond is 
linked to the joint 
performance of the FT-SE 
£00 and German DAX share 
indexes: if prices are 5 per 
dent lower in five years than 
at present, investors receive 
onfy the balance of the 
original investment after 
income has been paid. Call 
01722 715629. 

Thmsanterica, a specialist 


loose. 


change 






finance provider, is 
launching a telephone-based 
lending operation, providing 
personalloans to „ . 
homeowners including self- 
employed, divorcees and 
those with difficult credit 
ratings. Rates start at 9.9 per 
cent APR on loans of up to 
£50,000. Call 0800 729927. 

Age Concern has 
relaunched its pet insurance 
policy. Monthly premiums 
for cats, which include vet 


treatment worth up to 
£2,600, are £439. Cover for 
dogs costs between £637 and 
£739. Call 0800 590229. 

Fidelity is abolishing the 
0.75 per cent charge on its 
Investment Trust Share 


Plans, together with the 0.75 
per cent charge on lump sum 
investments. The plans allow 
lump sum investments into 
four trusts investing in 
Europe, Japan and Asia. 

Call 0800 414110. 

• Cooper Lancaster 
Brewers, a tax specialist, is 
offering a fixed-price tax 
return service to deal with 
the Inland Revenue’s new 
self-assessment forms. Tbe 
firm has also teamed up with 
Hambro to offer insurance 
cover, costing £2930 a year, 
against professional costs 
involved in tbe Revenue’s 
move to cany out random 
investigations into tax 
returns:. Call 0345 626975. 

Glasgow Investment 
Managers is extending the 
no initial charges deal on its 
Glasgow PEP, with a choice 
of income and capital growth 
from three investment trusts. 
&& 0800 435 797 


Did you know the government 


allows vou to save from £10 to £25 


month with a friendly society 


completely free of tax?* And wliile 
savings- are growing tax free 
look forward to a final lump 


sum, also entirely free of tax. 


Scottish Friendly hits an 


excellent with profits track 


f record and our feu year 
’ plan offers 
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CHANCE T 
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bonuses 


A lump sum final payment 
entirely free of tax 


The choice of paying 

monthly, annually or in 


lump sum 


Even’ member of vow family 
am save Is free- ® tion '' mte 
For more MunnaBOT. return the 
coupon to the aAlress below or 
call us free today. 

Scottish Friendly Assurance, 
FREEPOST. Arhuail 533. 
daspnr G2 1ST 

CALL FBEE QUOTING IMM597 


7? 0800 585 625 f§ 
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Some sectors of 
the economy may 
prosper mightily 
under Labour. 
Which ones? 


I love surprises. I always have. 

Not for me sneaking a peak ai ■ 
the presents under the 
Christmas tree on 24 
December. No, I like to be 

surprised. 

Surprise is something of an 
understatement when it comes to 
describing the City's reaction to the 
decision of Chancellor Gordon 
Brown to loosen the ties that bind 
the Bank of England to the 

Treasury'' 

Note the word loosen. The 
changes announced last Tuesday 
did not amount to the creation of 
an independent central bank. 
Moreover, the Chancellor has 
reserved the right to re- assume the 
powers he has delegated if he 
considers it appropriate, while 
inflation targets remain the 
provenance of Government. 

Overall, markets greeted the 
move with considerable 
enthusiasm. Gilts took particular 
heart from the de-politicising of 
the interest rate weapon. Even so, 
there remains a significant 
premium in yield terms between 
British government stocks and 
German bonds. The closer we got 
to joining a single European 
currency, the more difficult this 
disparity will be to justify. But it is 
hard to see the premium vanishing 
until we have a better indication of 
how the economy will be managed. 

We may even have a few 
surprises there. Mr Brown’s move 
on the Bank might have been 
welcomed overall in the Square 
Mile, but I do not recall reading or 
hearing of this move as part of 
New Labour’s policy in the run-up 
to the election. IS Mr Brown can 
deliver surprises like this so soon 
after he assumes power, heaven 
knows what he may have in store 
for us when the first Labour 
Budget is delivered. 

Debating some of the other 
changes that life under Labour 
may bring to business and the City 
on the radio earlier this week, I 
was amazed at the Damascene 
conversion of those who in the past 
would have stood out strongly 
against the Social Chapter. It 
seems the minimum wage is 
unlikely to be the threat once 
feared. There is even a belief that 
some sectors of the economy might 
reasonably be expected to prosper 


mightily under Labour. Tele- 
cbifimunications and media were 
areas selected by David Muir ‘ 
' ofGgQvy and Mather, whose 
report. The Devil’s in die Detail, 
gives a siapshot of how he believes 
tfceLabour approach will make -the 
world seem very different in 
corporate Britain. 

- Given the new digital revolution, 
perhaps we should be examining 
multi-media companies more 
closely in any event. Cynics might 
say that BSkyB is bound to prosper 
under a Blair administration, given 
the groundwork already put in by 
Rupert Murdoch. Quite what we 
will do with all these new television 
channels I am not certain but those 
companies must be looking 
forward to the future with 
confidence. 

The property sector is another 
area that might benefit Not only 
are there signs that the strength of 
the economy is beginning to spill 
over into greater enthusiasm for 
property investment and 
development, but falling gilt yields 
are likely to make property assets - 
and the shares of the companies 
who invest in them - that much 
more attractive. 

Land Securities is the daddy of 
them ail, although the shares are 
close to their high. But then so is 
the market. Still, with the yield 
fully 15 per cent above the market 
average, it looks a good widows 
and orphans stock. 

Once again Wall Street is the 
driving force for our market. The 
growth in demand for financial 
assets in America has undoubtedly 
helped buoy stock values, but it is 
as well to remember in this digital 
age that market moves can take 
place very swiftly indeed. 

There seems to be a growing 
technological bent this week - 
appropriate as one real growth 
industry is computer software. As 
well as the ticking millennium 
time-bomb, coping with a single 
European currency is exercising 
mindk For those who wonder how 
to benefit from the way our 
continental cousins are cashing in, 
a software provider is a good bet. 

Brian R Tom is chairman of die 
investment strategy committee of 
Greig Middleton & Co (0171 392 
4000) 


NAME: Diane Savage 
AGE: 38 

OCCUPATION: corporate liaison 
officer with a professional body. 
BACKGROUND: Diane earns 
£24,000 and plans to stay with her 
employer. Her long-term partner, 
Ibny, is a graphic designer and 
-they jointly own a property mort- 
{ gaged; on -a fixed rate with the 
- Bank of Ireland. In addition they 
have -ft small loan for home 
; unprowsiaents through Midland 
: Bank. :Tbe mortgage is covered 
. with a joint life-policy. 



siofl scheme she joined 30 months 
ago. She also enjoys gtiod health 
benefits from her employer. She 
has recently inherited £10,000 and 
wonders what to do with this. She 
. has ethical concerns about where 
her money is invested. ; 

THE ADVISER: Amanda David- 
son, a partner at Holden Meehan,' 
a firm, of independent financial 
advisers in London (Tel 0171 404 
’6442) 

THE ADVICE: “Diane benefits 
from a final salary pension scheme 
■set upby heremplqyer, where her 
final retirement income will be 
linked to the number of years she 
has been with the organisation. 
Her pension benefits are due to be 
paid at 62. In fact, Diane has indi- 
cated that rite would like to retire 
ai 65 and the pension scheme (foes 
allow for this. 

As Diane and Tony are not 
married, there are various house- 
keeping exercises that they should 
undertake. There are also benefits 
for which Diane is eligible that 
Tony cannot take advantage ot 

The main one is the spouse's 
pension that would be paid in the 
event of Diane’s premature death. 
Only the most enlightened emp~ 

I loyers make provisions for com- 
mon-law mouses and Ibny stands 
to lose £5,000 a year should Diane 
pre-decease him, because they 
are dot married. 

However, Diane has already 
made provision for Ibny with her 
death-in-service benefit which is 
four times her income: She should 
also ensure that provision is made 
for Ibny to benefit from the Allied 
Dunbar personal pension that rite 
had prior to joining the company 
pension scheme. 

Tony has a personal pension 
plan and he should make sure that 
this is left in trust for her. Neither 
of them has made wills, and this 
is something that they should do 
post-haste. They should check 
that ownership of the house is 
joint tenancy, so each will own the 
properly should the other die. 

Diane's firm provides a good 
health insurance policy for her if 
she should fall fll. This is basically 
50 per cent of her income which 
increases at 3 per cent per annum. 



When there’s a will 

Makeover: Diane and her long-term partner should 
start by considering what happens if one of them dies 


"Whilst the 3 pet cent increase is 
fine in low-inflation times, if the 
cost of living should increase the 
real value of Diane's ill-health 
income would reduce. 

I therefore recommend that 
she consider taking out a critical 
illness policy for the amount of the 
mortgage- £66,000. Critical illness 
policies pay out in the event of the 
onset of certain illnesses and dis- 
eases. such as cancer, heart arracks 
or strokes. This would cost £20 a 
month with Skandia, an insurer 
that has an ethical fond. 

Diane's pension is veiy good. 
However, she has joined It Jate and 
therefore there is room for 
improvement If she retires at 65, 
she would be looking at about 50 


per cent of her income. In order 
to top this up tty a further 10 per 
cent, she should invest £60 a 
month net of tax into an additional 
voluntary contribution scheme 
(AVC). 

She indicates tbatshe has £380 
a month left after basic household 
bills have been paid. Some of this 
will be taken up with the AVC 
pension top-up. The companies 
that I recommend she looks at for 
topping up her pension would be 
Friends Provident and NPI, which 
both run ethical funds. 

Diane should certainly also 
investigate the in-house arrange- 
ment that the professional body 
operates. She is likely to find that 
the charges will be lower with this 


scheme but she will not have the 
discretion of investing where she 
chooses, for instance in an ethical 
fund. She will have to weigh up the 
lower cost versus the other bene- 
fits of flexibility and choice. 

As far as the inheritance is con- 
cerned, Diane has £10,000 for 
investment. I am not recom- 
mending that she repays some of 
her mortgage as it is on a fixed rate 
with the Bank of Ireland and she 
would suffer redemption penalties 
for so doing. 

I recommend that she keeps 
£2,000 aside for short-term emer- 
gencies in an accessible fund. She 
should look at a postal account 
such as Cheltenham & Gloucester 
which would give a gross interest 


Spare cash: Diane’s £10,000 
inheritance could be split 
between a PEP, a Tessa ana 
a high-interest account 

PHOTOGRAPH: 1ASON BYE 

rare of 53 per tent for a 30-day 

account, . - - .v ;> ‘ 

For die remainder, jt recom- 
mend that die^utS^lWntoSa • 
PEP and £2,000mto^T|ssa. 

If Diane islo0logg^'WSi;f ier 
PEP in the UK, 

or Friends Providetot^gaiifeana 7 
if she is loolan^toinv^ iMernh- 
nonaliy, NPI and 
bill. As far as ffie Tbs^W con- 
cerned, then BinwfighanfMcl- ■ 

shires Inflation-Beater Tbssa offers 
a guaranteed 3 per cent over the 
retail price index with a current 
rate of 6.5 percent 

My recommendations will 
change if Diane can repay her loan 
without penalty. This wffl release 
£136 a month for further saving? 
which she could use to fop up a 
Tbssa, for instance. . -■ 

Given that she has indicated 
that she has additional sums avail- 
able each month, I would recom- 
mend that after she has invested 
in a critical illness polio? mid a . 
pension top-up, sbe should decide 

on a further sum to place in a PEP. 

say, Diane chooses one PEP 
for this tax year, her monthly sav- 
ings can be invested in another 
PEP to give her a spread of risk. 
The PEPs should be set aside for 
a five-year-plus period and Diane 
has indicated that this is the length 
of time she is looking to. 

In summary, Diane has good 
provision but needs to keep up the 
discipline of savings, litis will 
ensure that she has a comfortable 
future, irrespective of the uncer- 
tainties of life. 7 . 

(Amanda Davidson’s advice 
was given shortly before the end 
of the 1996-97 tax year, allowing 
Diane to take advantage of that 
year’s tax allowance for her lump 
sum PEP investment) 

THE VERDICT: “I have taken up 
Amanda’s advice on a number of 
issues. For instance, I am taking . 
steps to pay oft the Midland Bank £ 
loan and I have already made the 
lump-sum PEP investment. We 
were aware of the need to make 
wills and we have one in front of 
us right now, literally. 

Amanda’s advice sounded sen- 
sible and it made me want to act 
on it immediately." 

If you want to take part in a finan- 
cial makeover, please write to: Nic; 
Cicutti, “ Free Financial Advice -. 
Offer”. The Independent, One 
Canada Square, Canary Wharf 
London E14 5DL, enclosing a few. 
brief details about yourself and d ■ 
telephone number. 



13.9% APR 
standard rate 


And up to 56 days 
interest free 


if you'd like a better kind of credit 
card, you should apply for Au - a 
new Cold MasterCard. 

Because we're very selective 
about who gets Au. our 
cardholders don’t subsidise other 
people's bad debts. 

That means you pay just 9.9% 
APR for the first year on balance 


Ifc- 


Wli 

KkU..*': At./- 


99 0/o 

APR 

balance transfers 
for 1 2 months 

1 3.9% APR 
standard rate 


transfers, end only 13.9% APR 
standard rate - so you enjoy 


Have a good 
credit record 


Like to keep a 
balance 


Already have a 
credit card 


excellent value'. See below to find 
out how much you could save. 

So if you think Au is right for 
you. and you're right for Au, 
call us free on 0800 000 197 
or send back the coupon. 

Au. Not everyone gets it. 

Will you? 
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MasterCard 9.9% N/A — — .. — — — — - 
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Barclays Wl Sona you fun information about Au. 

standard Visa £l ° 21.4% £205.60 Mk 

— Name (Mr.'Mrvwns.Msi M m m 

Nat West _ t+twuwH H H 

Standard Visa * ^ 20.8% £195.00 j Address 

Midland standard 

MasterCard £l2 30 ' S% £,M - 00 
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14 . 5 % 


And no UK Tax 


Our European PEP can make your savings work hard for you 



Looking for superb growth for your savings 
Our European PEP offers tax-effidency plus che 
potential for real capital growth. 


• The PEP invests in our own European Trust. 
If Ic had been available as a PEP from 1986, 


re rums would have averaged as high 
14.5% p-a/ 


• FREE £ 10 M&S voucher when you start 
saving and a 1% discount." for monthly' 


payments 


• Save from as licde as £50 per month. 


See how easy it is to give your saving^ the 
potential to work hard. 


Call now for an informadori pack 


0345 6789 10 


and quote reference number S3i 


return the-coupon 


SCOTTISH WIDOWS 


IkuM l* $A*(ijh Wi 4*/v* invesmeai Mampmca LhSJ“9- 
b, ** AuAartr) idlWO: 


Please complete the coupon and return it to: Scottish Widows, Customer Service) Department 
FREEPOST EHJ920, Edinburgh EH6 6PP. 


SuraAme Mr/Mn/MlWM* 


FREE £10 


Marks & Speacer Voucher 

when you start saving 


Posrctrde 


Male □ f cmalt □ 


Telephone No. (work/hotne 


Dale oi Birth 
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There are 
People who 
don't feel 
they’re 
really alive 
unless they 
have a 
tragedy, 
and 
Marcella’s 
one 
of them 


arceDa is working her- remember to switch off mobile 
self up into a high old phones while on the premises’'), 
state of self-pity; not for being ignored by waiters while 
ijme, and I’m sire not we cram into the cornets of a 
last I love Marcella pair of sofas. I’ve handed over 
ich, but my affection her birthday present an eggshell 
eras to express itself in porcelain bowl, and she's said 
e to wrap my hands what a pity it is if 11 get broken 
pt throat and give her a so quickly. I'm drinking red, 
Marcella is one of those Marcella is drinking mineral 
vfao create disasters as water and periodically clutching 
f filling the rime, and her stomach to remind me 
lend the subsequent about the food poisoning she 
boring the pants off the got from a lobster two weeks 
5 about how badly she’s ago. Marcella has had more 
eated. Life is never shellfish poisoning than Mickey 
or Marcella. There are Rooney's had wives, 
vfw don't feel they’re This week, it's the birthday 
ive unless they have a blues. She has spent the annjver- 
and she’s one of them, sary, she says, alone and deso 
pent the best part of late. “Well why," I ask, “didn't 


M arcella is working her- 
self up into a high old 
sate of self-pity, not for 
the first rime, and I’m sure not 
for the last. I love Marcella 
very much, but my affection 
often seems to express itself in 
the urge to wrap my hands 
round her throat and give her a 
rattling. Marcella is one of those 
people who create disasters as 
a way of filling the rime, and 
then spend the subsequent 
months boring the pants off the 
rest of us about how badly die’s 
been treated. Life is never 
simple for Marcella. There are 
people who don't feel they’re 
really alive unless they have a 
tragedy, and she’s one of them. 

I've spent the best part of 
20 years listening to 
Marcella, through 
her time at drama 
school and her blos- 
soming as drama 
queen. Her world is 
an uncomfortable 
hybrid of Mills and 
Boon and Stephen 
King. There was the 
fixation on Leo, 
who's one of the 
straightest gay men 
in the universe, has 
never shown an iota 
of interest in women, 
though he led her on by paying 
for her meals! hugging her and 
letting her call him at three in 
the morning. She planted 
herself starters in his bed one 
night, and now we can’t ask 
them to the same things in case 
she throws a scene (“I felt so 
humiliated. You have no idea"). 

There were the three years of 
hysteria and monthly blood tests 
after she spent two condomless 
weeks with a hopeless - and very 
public - junkie (“but I lurved 
him. You don’t understand what 
it’s like"). Everyone who’s 
known her more than a year has 
. had to turn out in the small 
hours to rescue her from some 
roadside because she’s gone out 
without any money and had a 
row with her popsy (“These 
thing never happen to you"). 
Imagination plays a large part m 
Marcella's life. Shame she can’t 
put it to some lucrative use. 

Were in one of those pre- 
tentious drinking clubs in Soho 
(“Would members please 



you ring anybody?” “I was sup- 
posed,” she replies, “to be being 
taken to dinner at the OXO 
tower and then to Paris.” “What 
happened?” “He let me down." 
“Who?" “Sven. That man I told 
you abouL" “Which one?" A 
small pulse of irritation is start- 
ing up in my temples. “The one 
I met in Waitrosc on the King’s 
Road. Yon know. He took me 
for coffee and he said he'd love 
to take me to Paris. And I told 
him it was my birthday soon.” 

“Marcella, did you really 
think that some guy would take 
you to Paris because you’d had 
coffee with him in Picasso?" 
Marcella jerks her chin upwards. 
“I," she says, “keep my promises. 
It was awful I waited all week for 
him to cafl, and he never did. He 
ruined my birthday." 

“Why didn’t you call someone 
else? Why didn’t you call me?" 

“I couldn’t,” she replies 
mysteriously. Then she starts to 
fiddle with her eye. She wants to 
change the subject, so she’s 


going to engineer another 
drama. She digs in her Harvey 
Nichols bag, pulls out a hand- 
kerchief, rubs the eye harder. I 
offer her some eyedrops. She 
tosses her rich black hair several 
times, says something about 
catching my diseases and 
accepts them. Then “Aagh! 
Ooh! Aggh!” she doubles up. 
kicks the leg of the advertising 
exec next to her. “Oh, God, that 
hurts. That’s agony. Aaagh! 1 
think I’ve scratched ray eyeball!" 
I sit back, refusing to be drawn 
in. Marcella thrashes around a 
bit more. “What have you put in 
those?” “Darling, if you stop 
rubbing bits of mascara into it, 
it'll stop hurting.” 

She shrieks at this. “I have to 
get out of here.” 
Flings herself from 
the sofa, reels 
through the room 
toward the loo, 
banging into every 
table she passes, 
covering her eyes to 
make it look as 
though she’s crying. 
Everyone glares at 
cold-hearted old me. 

I down my drink and 
line up another. 

Five minutes later 
she’s back, looking 
pale but courageous. “You have ; 
no idea.” she says, “how much 
that hurt. Why did you give me 
those things?" “I thought they [ 
might help, Marcella. You were j 
making such a fuss.” She 
clutches her stomach. "Oh, 
God.” she says, “Oooh God" I 
offer her a Rennie. “This is food 
poisoning, not indigestion!” she 
snaps. “If you've had food 
poisoning for two weeks, don’t 
you thinkyou should see a doc- 
tor?" She straightens up, says in 
a small voice: “I’ll see how I feel 
in a day or so." Pulls another 
grimace of ill-treated agony. 

There was a time when I 
would have congratulated 
Marcella on her bravery, patted 
her arm. but you get tired 
after a while. Or maybe it’s 
part of the maturing process: 
once you’ve seen some really 
awful things, the made-up 
ones make you impatient. 
“Huumph.” I say. “Wed let 
me know if there’s actually 
something wrong, won’t you?" 


Time to kill or be killed 
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T ime was, time was a 
public commodity: most 
people would know 
what time it was by the firing 
of a noonday gun. or by look- 
ing at a dock an a church or 
a town hall or a jeweller’s 
shop, or by hearing the night- . 
watchman explain that it was 
two o’clock and all was well, 
if they ever did say that, which 
frankly I doubt. But with the 
mass-ownership of watches, 
time has been broken up, 
individualised just as we all 
keep our own consciences 
now, instead of retying on the 
Church to distinguish good 
and evil for us, so we all keep 
our own time of day. 

Of course, just as we need 
some common core of moral- 
ity for society to function, so 
we need some shared notion 
of time, or we’d spend our 
lives missiog appointments 
and finding that we hadn't 
videoed the last five minutes 
of favourite television pro- 
grammes; so most people 
check their watches a gains t 
public time-keeping every 
now and then to make sure 
they’re roughly in line with 



Robert Hanks 

the week on radio 


everybody else. But public 
time-keeping is no longer our 
primary source of chronolog- 
ical information: instead, we 
look at our wrists. 

One place where time is 
still publicly announced is on 
the radio. Time-checks are 
such a familiar pan of the 
background that we don’t stop 
to think about the point of 
them. In the mornings, it 
seems obvious enough: 
they're to let you know how 
close your deadlines are. at a 
time of day when most people 
are in a hurry. Even here. 


there’s room for speculation 
as to how far we rely on 
timechecks to tell us the time, 
and how fax we appreciate 
them as adding to the general 
breakfast-time sense of bustle. 

At other times of day, the 
time-check takes on a differ- 
ent role - it's there to impart 
a sense of immediacy. Hence, 
on Radio 4, you get time- 
checks during news pro- 
grammes such as PM and The 
World at One, but not during 
other live programmes, such 
as Kaleidoscope. (I’m not sure 
if The Afternoon Shift bothers 
with them: then again, the fact 
that I haven’t noticed is sig- 
nificant in itself.) 

Time is not always an issue: 
not on Radio 3, with its long 
tradition - now, sadly, being 
stamped out - of refusing to 
take any notice of the clock. 
Not in plays and stories, 
either; blunting the flow of 
real time is one of the 
purposes of fiction. 

An exception to that rule 
was Thirty Minutes to Kit! 
(Radio 4, Tuesday), a brief 
comedy in real time by Lynne 
Truss. Michael Maloney and 


Haydn Gwynne played a 
couple about to set out on hol- 
iday who suddenly find they 
have half an hour to spare. 
Truss used the time to exam- 
ine contrasting attitudes to 
the clock: she is a compulsive 
worrier, insanely superstitious 
and fanatically punrtual; he is 
seemingly more laid-back and 
unhurried, although it turns 
out that his apparent relax- 
ation is at feast partly a pose 
to torment her. Their battle of 
wills lasts a neat 30 minutes, 
as he runs baths, lets the cat 
out, goes down to the shops to 
buy milk - anything to delay 
the evil hour of departure; 
she, meanwhile, is rapidly los- 
ing her grip on sanity. 

As the minutes ticked by, 
and roles were (a little 
Implausibly) reversed, you 
worried that the title might 
hold some sinister double 
meaning: a countdown to 
murder, perhaps. All in all 
interesting as a play which 
negated its own raison d’etre 
- how could it matter that it 
was set in real time when you 
were too busy listening to 
check your watch? 


So it’s viszontlatasra from them 

G erry Adams embraced 
electoral triumph on 
the Friday with a 


G erry Adams embraced 
electoral triumph on 
the Friday with a 
speech delivered in Gaelic and 
English. A day later you 
realised where he got the idea 
from, when Carrie, fiber-pre- 
senter of the Eurovision Song 
Contest (BBCI, Sat), made 
part of her keynote welcome in 
Gaelic. It was either that or 
staggeringly bad Danish. 
(Although no worse, in fair- 
ness, than that of the Danish 
entrant himself, who sang a 
song about a man who falls in 
love with a telephone opera- 
tor, delivered in the rap idiom; 
sort of Hans Christian 
Muthafuckason). 

The co-presenter was that 
little blond leprechaun from 
BoyZone. He was so short he 
made Carrie, cowering over 
him, look like a drag act There 
was something too perfectly 
feminine.about her, You kept 
on staring at herneck for signs 
of activity from an Adam’s 
apple. Her real name’s 
probably Fin tan. 

You wouldn’t put anything 
past die latest instalment of 
Eurovision. The Icelandic 
entry was a notably frank 
paean to the joys of sado- 
masochism. The dancing girls, 
basically contortionists, had 
done their shopping at Ann 
Summers. This being the show 
it was, and held in Ireland to 
boot, the camera sensibly kept 
its distance. Teny Wogan, who 
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was on supremely good form 
all night (“I want you to keep 
an eye out for a man playing a 
bunch of grapes”), was 
shocked. So shocked that he 
breached Eurovision protocol 
by Jobbing in a quip mid-song. 
“Are we sure this is not Chan- 
nel 4?” Not if Michael Jackson, 
who this week jumped ship 
from the BBC to the Big Four 
Os, has anything to do with it: 
the song contest is one show to 
which bell happily bid adieu, 
adios, viszontlatasra. 

1997 will go down as the 
year the Eurovision Song Con- 
test discovered sex. This cheap 
entertainment was invented 
in 1963, but no one told Euro- 
vision, which for 40 yeare has 
provided its own alternative 
brand of cheap entertainment. 
But this year, the Austrian 
choreography broke the strict 
Euro quota on eroticism. And 


in pursuit of the teenage crush 
note, there were at least three 
BoyZones entered, one of 
them a Hungarian outfit opti- 
mistically called VIP. Plus a 
couple of GirlZones, including 
a risible gaggle from Holland. 

These days, of course, the 
entertainment is not so cheap. 

. Like the Conservative Parly, or 
Manchester United. Ireland 
had won four out of the last 
five contests. Yet again RTE 
blew most of its annual budget 
on production - this time, the 
punts were plunged into a 
gigantic blow-up of the set of 
Blake’s Seven. To help foot the 
biU, they’d clearly rigged up 
some sort of funding arrange- 
ment with the Irish Tburist 
Board, who used the show as 
a four-hour advertisement with 
short musical breaks sewn in to 
let viewers go off and brew tea. 

Ireland’s yearly attempt to 
court failure has not been a 
success. Next year they could 
do worse than enter BoyZone, 
whose interval song was every 
bit as formless as the Swiss 
entry. Over the years, Britain, 
the only other country in 
Europe that knows about pop 
music, has been somewhat 
unneigh hourly in this area, 
annusdly submitting hopelessly 
crocked entries. Bucks Fizz, 
our most recent victors, “won 
it in 1862," advised Wogan, 
“just after the Corn Laws were 
repealed”. This year, for once, 
we sent over quite a good tub- 


thumping anthem, and 
duly wan by a (quaintly 
cobbled) street 

The result seemed suitably 
in keeping with the new 
national mood. Britain has 
voted to rejoin Europe, and 
Europe welcomed us in as 
only Europe knows how. 
“Have one of these." Thanks. 
After an election where politi- 
cians struggled to deliver on 
the Vision Thing, here was the 
next best Thing: the Eurovi- 
sion Thing, a wafty philosophy 
of peace and harmonies. 

And barriers are tumbling 
down all over the Continent 
Whereas entrants used to sing 
In English or jibberish or a 
winning combination of both 
(ladies and gentleman, a big 
hand for “Boom Bang a 
Bang"), they now abuse their 
own languages. Apart from 
Russia, that is, which fielded a 
well-preserved woman who 
didn't look a day over 60 singing 
a song called “Primadonna". 
The Italians, rather rudely, 
foiled to reciprocate with a 
song called “Babushka”. 

It wasn’t just the rapping 
Danes who plumped for an 
American genre. Norway 
unburdened itself of a song 
called “San Francisco", a 
charming if cheesy hommage 
to the Beach Boys. It got nul 
points. The Eurovision Song 
Contest may be changing but, 
as they say in Murmansk, 
Rome wasn’t built in a day. 


iT* 




Whatever 
happened to? 

Eldorado 


A new soap opera opens on 6 July, 1992 in 
a blaze of sunshine and publicity. Eldorado, 
the BBC's big gun in the lowest common 
denominator ratings battle with ITV has all 
the ingredients of successful soaps in the 
Eighties in one big frothy mix: escapism / a 
foreign location a la Netgfdxfurs l Dynasty 
and common people & la EastEnders. A sun, 
sex, sand and sangria soap set in a siesta- 
filled spot in sunny Spain. David Meltor, the 
Heritage minister soon to embark on a soap 


opera of his own. questions whether it was 
“necessary to make, with the licence fee. a 
£10m village in Spain”. It’s more than just 
a programme, however - ft’s a symbol of 
what programmes BBC bosses think they 
should be making - ahead of the upcom- 
ing government BBC charter renewal 

The first episode draws 73m viewers. 
Within minutes, that’s down to 63m; six 
weeks after launch, 2.8m. By the autumn 


of 1992, it’s a joke - literally. Nouvelle recy- 
cled toilet tissue is advertised with the line 
“In my previous life, I was an Eldorado 
script” and a haemorrhoid ointment claims 
“this makes even sitting through an episode 
of EMorado tolerable”. 

However, producer Corinne Hollingworth 
takes over and with the new year the rat- 
ings start to rise: one episode involving a 
suicide gets 8m. She’s backed by Members 


of the Eldorado Appreciation Society 
Espana (TEASE) in Sussex who cite a TV 
Times survey with nine out of 10 readers in 
favour of retention. 

Importantly, though, one person is not in 
favour: new BBC controller Alan Yentob. 
In July 1993, after 156 episodes, if s gone. 
So if s Dole-dorado for Julie Fbmaridez (the 
wbeefc&ur-bound Vhnessa Lockbead), sign- 
ing on at a Job Centre in Ilford, Essex, while 


Sandra Sandri (pouting Pilar) insists that “it 
was good experience to work in an English 
language programme”. Franco Roy (Dr 
Fernandez) has put that experience to use, 
and currently holds down a translator's job 
on The Cook Report, chasing crooks to the 
Costa del Sol - “of which", in the words of 
a BBC spokesman, “there are many”, but 
not apparently, despite the loss of £12m 
worth of licence fee, the Corporation itself 
James Anfenast 
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Aberdeen c 
Anglesey J- 
Ayr 

Belfast c 
Birmingham r 
Blackpool c 
Bournemouth sn 
Brighton c 
Bristol £ 
Cardiff sh 


aaspm to SslSam 

a48pm to 5:25am 

a49pm to Siam- 

Manctetor 5.06,™ 

Newcwtie, *59pm * 

Ai3pm to 5:12am 

S£r_ to 525am 


Northern and eastern regions of England . 
should start bright with some early sunshine, 
but showers already over Wales and the West 
Country will become more widespread with 
longer spells of rain in places. Northern Ire- 
land wfll be cool and rather cloudy with lim- - 
ited sunny spells and showery bursts of rain. 
Southern Scotland should have some sun- 
shine thismoming, but a few sharp showers 
are likely this afternoon. Meanwhile north- 
ern Scotland should have dry andfairly 
bright weather, with possibly the odd shower. 
Southern and eastern England will have a 
bright and breezy day tomorrow with sunny 
spells and a few passing showers. Whies and 
western England have a higher chqnceof 
catching some heavy showers, but there will 
also be some sunny breaks. Northern Ireland 
and Scotland wfll be quite cool with a lot of 
doud and a scattering of heavy showers. 
During the first half of next week K will 
remain showery but there will be some rea- 
sonable spells of warm sunshine, especially 
in the south and east 
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AM HT PM HT 
London 4*52 7 A 1703 7.2 

UWKP«I 2-03 03 1426 93 

Anmnodh 1021 12J 2233 12.7 
Hua (Albert Dodd 921 &5 ZlM 63 

Greenock 3J5 34 1550 32 

DmLMfhafae 226 4*1 1452 4.0 


AA Roadwatch 


Sumy. ME5 J8-IQ . Vadoos redactions 
and lane ctosmes both ways between 
Rragme and tbe A3 as major widen- 
ing wade contHmes. 

Bristol, M5 J 18-19. Cfcutraflow in 
operation across the Avnrnnonib 
BodgswilfiaSkifih speed&nfc. Rq* 
tdar nxA hour delays. 

Staffordshire, A50 Stoke-on-Trent 
Major construction work at Mar. 
Long peak-time delays. 
WsYfcAshiie,MlJ47.MqorJone- 
torn roadmxks combine around tbe 
Leeds jmetion with lane and speed 
ftstrictions. Expea debqs on the ML 
M621 and Dewsbury Rtnd 
Edi nb u rgh- M9 Newbridge Spur. 
Major roadworks at Newbridge 
Roundabout (MS J2). Expect delays. 
Gamhridgedrae, A1 Aloorisuy. 0» 
strnctioowcrk underway with a coo- 

tzaflon' and rerins lane chores. 
Wfet Midlands, M6 J6. Ung-tam 
roadneris • IhesBproed (tom Safari 
CinisiDtbeM6ncrthiscioaedDw»- 
sions by Lichfield Road (A5127). 
AIL Leytonstnoe. Major roadworks 
an die Green Man roundabout. 

Out and about with AA Road- 
watch cafl 0336 401 tor the latest 
local and national tnflfc news. Source: 
The Automobile Association. Cafe 
charasd at 39p per mhi (cheap rate) 
49ppermin (dl other times) tficVXE 


Star rises 5:16am 
Sin sets 8c36pm 

Moonrims &20am 
Moon sets L&09am 

Rjf Moore May 22 


Trie Sky at Night 


F • *1 


4 3 2 1 0 


Looking East at about 1 0 pm BST. 


Two weeks ago, astronomers announced the latest discovery of 
a planet going round a star other than our Sun. The star is Rho 
Coronae Borealis, nestling in the northern crown, and it is said 
to have a planet comparable to Jupiter. Hie evidence for the 
planet is indirect Not even tbe world’s most powerful telescopes 
can actually see it But its 5th magnitude parent, a Sun-like star 
lying 50 light years away, is just bright enough to be detectable 
with the naked eye in a dark sky. 

The constellation Corona Borealis is currently well up over 
the eastern horizon as it gets dark. Small, and relatively faint, 
it is nevertheless rather easy to find because of its compact semi- 
circular shape. The brightest jewel in the crown is the second 
magnitude star now often appropriately called Gemma. Its tra- 
ditional Arabic name though is Alphecca — ‘the bright one of 

the dish*. . r ..... 
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THE INDEPENDENT LONG WEEKEND SATURDAY 10 MAY 1997 


TODAY 


T here's something weird Saturday evenings 

on BBC1. It started with whizz-kids solve 

hi-tech crimes) and Crime Kre^^&ne-tiaveQing police 
couple retroactively solve crimes^ continues with 
Jonathan Creek (Sat BBC1), in t^ucffi^^igner of magic tricks 
and an investigative journalist soRdllWningfa impossible 
crimes. Saturday primetime seems fc pf/b become the testing 
ground for the more playful, g~+**-*^ ~*- 


AWTC UCtUUJG LU.S iwuug 

jroundfor tne more piaynn, Qmasodl;&id of the home-grown 
nystery and suspense market CoincffifeBy or not, Bugs; Crime 
traveller and Jonathan Creek all ba^e i^S^tinct flavour of the 
1960s - of The Avengers, early Dr Wfio^StMssion Impossible. 
[s there a baby-boomer ghost in tfie ^Gmachme? 

Jonathan Creek stars Caroline Queffi^who, having unshack- 
led herself from husband Paul Mert&lfd the ghetto of Men 
Behaving Badh • (where she plays die'^Mess but pivotal role 
' _ 


of Dorothy), finds herself coupled to yet another ® 
Alan Davies, who plays the shambling, duffle-coated 
illusionist’s assistant erf the title. It must be s^dthat Dav^wth 
Kpey, sub-Eddie Izzard patter j‘s more appealing here than 
in the countless cotgedy panel shows he gr^es. 

Written by David Renwick {One Foot m 5! 

basicallv “locked room 7 " mysteries with a magical bent. Thefirst 
stoiy involves a lecherous painter, shot dead m flagranteby 
nSS'btruder. The wife, a glossy women s magazine editor, 
is suspected, but, the morning of the cnme, i Sf“ ev ^^^ 

office. Or did she? \feiyentertoning 

it is, too - spflliiig the beans on several hoaiy old rakstf 

Ma gi c Circle sword tricks, if I were Renwick. 

A* real-life mystery is posed by The Works documentary. 



Gerard Gilbert recommends jonatwi ciw*s* s.iopm neci 



BBC1 


/ .JW raw. U ic WOU § P-W UUWUle 

8.10 Albert the 5th Musketeer, 835£$. 
The Flintstones. 9.00 Phantom £-}« 


Wnteon e ine presence* ui ureiuiw 
StwprSSmSiesfS; 0190132). 
i 1035 Top Gear (R)(S)(T) (2453687). 
11.05 The Big Dead. Docurnartaiy ^about 


inernmsB3ne5.».uu mamoiii .g'r .'q; 

2040. 9.20 TTie Incredible Hulk! )y \T. 

9 .45 Grange Hill. 10.15 Sweet v-T 

Valley High- 10.40 The 0 Zone. 

1.00 BBS The Legend of Grizzly Adams 
(Ken Kennedy 1990 US). Gene * 
Edwards is the mountain man whose 
chums include Clyde the skunk and 
Martha the bear (5748774). 

.2.12 Weather (8357565). 

2.15 Grandstand: 1230 Football Focus 
(1212584). 1.00 News 
(85795294). 1.05 The Badminton . 
Horse Trials. Uve coverage of the 
cross-country phase (2671 720). 

1.50 Racing from UngReld: the 
2.00 race (80219923). 2.10 The 
Badminton Horse Trials 
(10787590). 235 Racing from 
Ungfield: the 2.30 race 
(10782045). 2.40 Golf: Action 
tram the third round of the Benson 
and Hedges International Open from 
the Oxfordshire Gotf Club 
(9848294). 2.50 Racing from 
Lingfield: the 3.00 race (4805359). 

3 10 Gotf fii 435300). 4.45 Final 
Score (1481 923). 

530 News, Weather ( T) (5005958). 

530 Local News, Weather (790039). 

535 Tom and Jerry (R) (671519). 

5.45 Dad’s Army (R)(0 (449836). 

6.15 The New Adventures of Superman 

(S)(T) (422328). 

7.00 Whatever You went Three oldies 
who want to skydive with the Red 
Devils and a trio of keep-fit fanatics 
who want their own personal trainer 
for a year are among Gaby Rpsljrfc 
dreamers this week (S) (9081 32). 

7.50 The National Lottery Live-Jeny 
Wogan takes over (S)(D (329010). 

8 10 Jonathan Creek. See Preview, above 
(S)(T) (9580381). 

9.40 Victoria Wood; Live in Your Own 
Home. Live in 1994, at any rate - 
her Christmas special (293300). 
030 News, Sport Weather (589768). 

0 *;n yaffil Shattered (Wolfgang Petersen 
1991 US). Above-average, 
Hitchcock-style thriller in which Tom 
Berenger wakes up with amnesia 

after a car crash and comes to realise 
that all was not well before the 

accident Bob Hoskins is the private 
eye helping out and Greta Scacchl is 
the femme fetafe who also happens 
to be his wife (55677855). 

1235 They Think It's All Over (2791508). 

L2.55 Top exfthe Pops. The UK’s 

Eurovision winner, Katnna and the 
Waves, and Gary Bartow play live in 
the studio (R)(S) (9761 633). 

135 BH5I Death Line (Gary Sherman 
1973 UK). Something nasty s 

stalking the tunnels of the London 
Underground, and we don't mean 

the one demanding £10 from 

passengers without tickets. Donald 
Pleasenceand Christopher Lee star 
in this highly entertaining horror 
fantasy (3503633). 

2.50 Whather (1047188). To 2.55am. 


BBC 2 

Open Univei 
Century Strasoourg 

Elements Organised - the Periodic Table 

(8938294)77 .10 From Publicto 
Private (2135855). 8.00 Open 
University (174403). . 

MenZone. Oh dear, B §£2 seem tahave 
caught Channel 4's unfortunate habit or 


7.00 Children’s BBC: Harry and the "«s 630 Open University: Discmenng 16 th- 

Hendereons. 735 News, weather.- Century Strasbourg , (8445923). B.4J 

7 30 Felix the Cat 7.45 Babac ^ n -monte nmanHsd - the Periodic ian 


itv/lwt 

6.00 GMTV: News. 6.10 ProfessorBubble. 

r on in PuiamA<;_ 6.50 OUT 


630 "Bananas in F^jamas. 6.50 Our 



zoning tnmgs. wnaieyer iwwj 
eclecticism and the element of pot luck 
in television viewing? This particular 
zone is doubly unfortunate, in thatit is 
especially for men - a choice which 
seems to have been made without _ 

reference to the other channels (which 

are all showing sport or children's 
programmes). And even then, ite idea erf 

What constitutes a man is very Bnjt and 

Old Spice’ish. Anyhow, anyhow. Quentin 
Wil Ison Is the presenter of the following 


House. 7.10 The ’ 

Denar 
8.551- 

9.25 Mashed (5) (buajowj;. 

11.00 The Chart Show (S)064059Q)- 

11J " 5 3? s, ' Si ®* 5a6, 

135 Cartoon Time (85067497). _ 

130 SeaQuest DSV (S)(73 (8980519). 

2.25 OBI The Scarlet and the Black (Jerry 
London 1983 US). No, not Stendhal, 

. r» i. — — _ r/. a< 4 vif unmrTiO 


The Big DeaLCtoai mentery about a 
blood stock agent (7806213). 

11 40 Hancock’s Half Hour (R) (J826687)- 
12 ^ 10 TheSky at NIgM (R)(S)lD (7530768). 
1235 ntP* Under Capricorn (Alfred 

Hitchcock 1949 US). A Hltriwock 
turkey- a grim melodrama fascinating 
in its miscasting. Ingrid Bergman as an 
English toff? Margaret Leightonas a 

in England) where Bergman’s Lady 
Henrietta elopes with stable hand 
Joseph Cotten (44321 768). 

2.50 Close Up on Hitchcock. DonatoSpoto 
discusses Notorious (S) (9835720). 

3.00 The Badminton Horse Trials. Uve 
coverage (S) (64032497). 

5 - 15 S^wS"“ a 

Leicester and Sale (SJ (52859gfc 
7.05 News, Sport, Wra^fn (436749). 

7 10 Correspondent The plight of Albanian 
refugees in Italy, and -foiop^r in the 
jungles of Ecuador (5)07 (799377). 

7 35 Scare by Scene with Sean Connery. 

See Preview, above (R) (5 ) (913010). 

8.45 Yes, Prime Minister. Jim Hacker dead® 
that reintroducing conscription would be 
a good idea (R) (S) (71 5381). 

9 15 Have I Got News for You. Last nights 

spot that there was more to Sean 
Connery than James Bond - and 
Connery, then at the height of his Bond 
fame -took time out to star in Lumet’s 
severe portrait of military dbdpffiv^ set 
in a British detention camp (267233;. 

11.45 Later With Joois Holland. With Beclc 
Rollins Band, David Byrne elaborating 

1230 E259 Cuba (Richard Lester 1979 USL. 
i adw > « inmherent love story set against 


London Weekend Tonight wespsuu 

FI: Monaco Grand Prfa-SpedaL 

Latest developments (S) (83 10045 ). 
5.40 New Baywatoh. Mitch is i wf ™® 4 * 33 3 

J3g&EE£8i8&i°7i 


Channel 4 

6.40 Miraculous MeHops (R) 

7 05 The Adventures of Sonic the Hedgehog 

n jnnnCOl 


Channel 5 ITV/Regidp! 

■ mefl II ■ - .... _ _uji 


7 3 5 £WSm^3 9 3 J6) . 

8^0 iSortd Sport f7«97). 

^SS^^aisooj. 

11.00 NBA 24/7 (S) (77756). 

12.00 Rawhide (8 1584). 

1.00 BOa 23 Paces to Baker Street (Henry 

Hathaway 1956 US). The first half of a 
double-bill directed by that studio 
workhorse Henry Hathaway is this 
thriller set In Hollywood Lnrtoon. Van 
Johnson plays a blind playwright who 
overtiears pta ns for [tidnap andmji jdet 
Vera Miles cottars (D (53793039)- 

mm Tu» umicq mi Q2nd Street (Henr 


vera wines i i / 

p rb Baa The House on 92nd Street (Henry 
Hathaway 1945 US). Trend-setting, 
documentary-style spy drama about 
Nazis in WWII New York and their fact- 
based attempts to steal atom bomb 
secrets CT) (53439294). 

430 Blind Love. Animation (7084654), 



SSSm&SS m£hi gives amnesiac Tom Berenger a heiping hand 


msa uum iniuion# 

Lester's incoherent love story set am 
the backdrop of Fidel Castro’s revolution 

■ a A. rv«HPinnf nloUC 


arts wi i iwi 

in Cuba. Sean Connery ptajrea 
mercenary come to tram Batista s troops 

REGIONS. Wales: 11.30pm Handel toy. 
12 .30 Later with Joois Holland. 1.3b 
Film: Cuba. 


635 You’ve Been Framed! (R)(S) (956768). 
7.05 Barrymore (5)177 (551 768). 

8.00 News, Weather, Lottery Result (T) 
(547749) 

8.15 Stars in Their Eyes. A Glaswegian 
woman imitatesCherandamanfrom 

Lincoln pretends to be Btyzone s Ronan 

Keating (SJ (77(241565). 

9 .00 A Touch of Frost David Jason’s 
detective inspector M* ^ _ l J* ,h 
in the huntingfield (R)(S)0) (201 01 

11.00 The Cannes Opening Night Party. 

Bruce Willis and Gary Oldman are 
expected. After all, it's their film. The 
. Fifth Element, which is bemgshown 
Oint Eastwood is a posable (9468/;. 

liOOBfflD^Irt^'^ 
(James Steven Sad with 1991 US). 
Again? Yes, again, except Harry Hamlin 
totes over Michael Biehrfsroleas the 
would-be wife murdera-from me law 
mini series. He is out of jail and about to 
marry aga i n - but is to aiso atout to 
return to his old v^y^^C68^- 
1.55 Bax Office America (8545492). 

2.10 Club Nation (R)(S)(0 gfltf . 

3.10 Rim: Up the Chastity BelttBobKellett 

1971 UlO. Frankie Howerd is The 
manservant of Sir Coward de Custard - 



435 Running Wild. Documentary about 
British sled-dog .racers, first ( Shown in 
Short Stories ^(S)(77 (96887/4). 

5.05 Brookskle OmnBxis (S)( 77 (7987497). 
630 RigWto Reply(S)f77(2J3) 

7.00 A Week in Politics (SJ (4045). 
a nn nma Tora! Tore! Tore! (Richard 
Fleischer, Toshio Masuda and Kinji 
Fukasaku 1970 US/Jap). 

Reconstruction of the Japanese attack 
on Pearl Harbor, sterling Martin Batem, 
Jason Robardsand Soh Yamamura (T) 
076893137. ^ A u . 

10j 40 Homicide: Life on the Street A black 
youth is murdered at an exclusive prep 
Shod (S)(D05786J) 

1135 Hill Street Blues (R)(l) GO, 7 ?? 
1235 WBt Death in Brunswick (John Ruane 
1990 Austr). Offbeat comedy set m the 
working<dass, Greek-Cypriot community. 
Sam Neill plays a heavy-drinking short 
order cook in a seedy nightclub whogets 
involved in murderwhile having an affair 
with another man’s fiancee (746546). 

235 Baadasss TV (PJfS) (2796459). 

3.05 Rock of the North. Lisa Stansfield in 
concert (SJ (2277689). 

4.05 The Real World (SJ (55^1817). 

435 One for the Road (72086091). To 

5.00am 


6.00 Dappledown Farm (258683 
630 Attractions. Tim Vinarrtjjd some 
ideas for the weekend (R)(S) 

7.005New^rtYg)£794^- - 
730 Havakazoo: Wunzie s House 

8 00 AMn OTd* ttie Chipmunks 

sassKSSS® 

Katie Pifokrick and your® actors is; 

11 OoSSeflail McKenna and Dominik 

Diamond report on thevwjwd * top 

12J0 r^f f s«|r 6 £ . 

SSSlSSUa®). 

6.00 5 News and Sport (1957958). __ 

6.05 Hercules: the > UffndHy 

Adventure senes chronicling the battles 
and romances of the half-man, half- 

god. lolaus’s pride and arrogancecause 

him to be sentenced to death by the 

6.55 *a ^oke 

entertainment show joined by Philippa 
Fondham, Julia Bradbury, Sam hpx, 

Susan Maxwell, 

Murray and Steve Punt (S) (6969126). 
7.50 5 News and Sport (S) (^ 25 f^J- 

8 10 JAG. Adventure senes about a Navy 

lawyer who travels around the 'wxfo 
inv^tigating military rases (7202836). 

9 00 Halifax fp. Our Australian forensic 

psychiatrist feels the heat whenshe 
ofticises a fellow professional after a 
murderous mental patient is released 
(S)(77 (90469213). 

10 50 BUS 8 Mfflion Ways to Die (Hal Ashby 
1986 US). Robert Towne rewrote Oliver 
Stone’s adaptation of Lawrence Block’s 
excellent source novel, a pedigree 
which does nothing to suggest the 
resulting dreariness. Jeff Bridge is the 
alcoholic ex-cop who gets involved with 
high-priced call-girt Rosanna Annette 
and her seedy friends. Andy Garcia ana 
or&Baywatch Alexandra Paul carf t help 
much (69019497). 

1.05 EM Stranger’s Kiss (Matthew 
Chapman 1983 US). Offbeat Irttie 
thriller, inspired tv Kubrick's Killers 
Kiss, and set in 1950s Hollywood. 
B-movie director Peter Coyote casts a 
gangster’s girlfriend in his picture in 
return for funding (801 5140). 

2.45 EM Dawn- Portrait of aTeenage 
Runaway (Randal Kleiser 1976 US). 
Salacious tale of a 15-year-old runaway 
girl's experiences of the seedy side of 
life in the big city (1 973701). 

430 The Road. Series of mini- 

documentaries about country and 
western music (87823121). 

4.40 Prisoner Cell Block H (4204237). 
530 WideWorid (2545121). To 6.00am. 



■SrsES 

and Fibbers (4W4TOW. H saa Q ueS |D^_ 

S»y«!-arfSrwste 

aCmlSl S* va» (4945490473^5^;- : 

jJSSr*Sl4fiWL. 430 - 530am Shfft 
(70935). 


CEMTRA L —rrvra- i TQnm Central News mjdj* 

135 Cartoon ^ me r ( 7 0Z ?J777r^f%9943aD. % 

5.05 Central News n 3 15 Dating the Erv -5 i ->«L .• 

^£5S5»^*** r t 76671 ***^ 

Ui Eye <31634W. 

KS.n except: l.ZOpmHT^^: 

Airwotf 175974 WL | ^ HTV News and . 

lgjOOHm: Deadly In- 

' (564379) Bn* ith 

K Vibes (49454904). 
f£t^t^(161?69S>. 430 - 530am 
Shift (70985). 




rDte*. 


vnmf lJtOtKB HTV News Update 

7fgi 966 J. 330 Cooi Vibes (49454904) .3AS Hrir 
tef StSto (1614695). 430 - 530a»m Shift 
(709 85). 

JPSTexEept: 1.20pm Westcountry News 
135 Birthday People (85067497). 

^^[SSSSSfftiS& 

Killer Instinct 

(49454904). 3 j 45 Halter Skelter (1 614695). 430 
- 530am Shrtt (70985). 

SSItoi ««»Pt 130pm' Calendar News and 
feSS?(8M68I26). 135 Alrvmtf (2647590). 1 
230 Hlmt You Know WhatSaitora Are (678861). 

3 55 seaQuest DSV (9994381). 5.05 Calendar 
fSiSStm (5915382L 5.10Sconrtn. 
(4590671). 12.00 Film: Deadjy IntHitons... 
Amin? tii55271 1.50 In Bed with Medlnner .■ 
@545121). 230 RhreSonof Dracula*' (3248256). 
aSoFunny Business «S«59S50). 4.10 Cdlfns 

Sorr ‘^sstsssr 

ssSatrxs 

line (500286J). 

S4C , 

As C4 except 10.00am Terry Pnrtchetfs Junge 
Quest re9403). 10.30 The Montees (51855). 
12.00 Film: tight O'clock Walk* (538039J-135 
Film: Above Us The Waves’ (9412 9107). 335 
Rlnu Run Silent, Run Deep* (60491584). 630 
Springhill 1 213). 7.00 Newy*Jton a ChwaraMfi 
(528774). 7.15 Llwyfan (453039). 7jA5 i Oei dd 
a Chan (532 774). 8.20 Hel Sbaeon (55329JT. 
830 Pengslli (910671). 930 Hint RourWeddir^ 
and a Funeral (73595316). ^35 Homiad* Life 
on the Street (807687 J. 530 ■ 530am Let the 
Blood Run Free (94169). 



| - '5 "1 • " ■ 
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Radio 


Choice 


Radiol 

(97.W93MH2HD 

6.00am Dave Pearce 930 Mark 
Goodler 1230 Usa I’Anson 330 
Trevor Nelson 630 Danny Ram- 
pling - Lwegraove Dance Party 

9.00 Radio 1 Rap Show 12.00 Ra- 
dio 1 Reggae DancShall Nlte 2,00 
Essential Mix: Fathers of Sound 

4 . 00 - 6 . OCam Annie Nightingale 

Radio 2 
omautffli 

6.00am Mo Dutta 8.05 Brian 
Matthew 10.00 Steve Wri^iTs Sat- 
urday Shew 1.00 Garrett's Comedy 
Choice 130 The News Huddlhies 

2.00 Judi Spiers 430 Alan Free- 
man 530 Faliport Convention in 
Concert 630 Reading Music 730 
Kiss Me Kate (R) 10.00 Book 2 

11.00 Bob Harris 1.00 Patrick Lunt 

4.00- 7. 00am Mo Dutta 





for anyone wfttii four hows to 
spare, this fere broadcast from 
Leeds of Wagrfer's opera 
Tannhauser (6.05pm R3) - 
might just fill the gap <ypu 
won't find a lot else on the - 
r^dio ttns evening). Tenor 
Lawton takes the lead 
as the medieval knight tom'- 
'. BeSweeri two kJeafeof womart- 
‘ hood in this h®v pfodudiori 
^ Opera-North. :4- 




Radio 3 

003-92 mw 

635am Weathen News Headlines. 

7.00 Record Review. 

9.00 Building a Library. 

10.15 Record Release. 

11.15 Reissues. 

12.00 Private Passions. Michael 
Berkeley's $jest is Sir Roy 
Strong, a former director of the 
Victoria and Albert Museum and 
now a respected writer on vari- 
ous aspects of cultural history. 

1.00 News; Vintage Years. (R) 

3.00 BBC Festival of Brass. Britan- 
nia Building Society Band/Phillip 
McCann. Cyril JenHns« Cori- 
otanus. Robert Simpson: tfol- 

. cane. Eric BalL A Kensington 
Concerto. Wilfred Heatons Con- 
test Music. 

4.00 Sibelius Experience. A radio 
fantasy which tells the story of 
Jean Sibelius's struggle with the 
com peat ton of the Fifth Sym- 
phony.. 


5.00 Jazz Record Requests. 

5.45 Schumann. Funf Stucke im 
Volkston, Op 102. Ulia Schulz- 
Bayrova [cello), Christoph Berner 
■(piano). 

6.05 Tannhauser. Wagner's epic 
opera Uve from the Grand 
Theatre. Leeds. Sung in German. 
Rita Cullls, soprano (Elisabeth), 
Anne-Marie Owens, mezzo 
(Venus), Jeffrey Lawton, tenor 
(Tannhauser). Jeffrey Stewart, 
tenor (Walter). Richard Berkley 
Steele, tenor (Heinrich), Chores 
of Opera North, English Northern 
Phllharmonla/Paul Daniel. See 
Crtoite, above. 

7.10 Interval. 

730 Tannhauser, Act 2. 

835 Peter Redgrave. A poetry read- 
ing given at last year's Poetry in- 
ternational festival In London. 
835 Tannhauser; Act 3. 

10.15 Between the Ears. The last 
of six experimental radiophonic 
features. 

11.00 Impressions. Includes a spe- 
cially recorded studio session by 
Zyklis, a band whose setnl-im- 
pravised sounds combine 
acoustic instruments with the 
electronics of the Zyktus MIDV- 
performance system. 
1.15-7.00am Through the Night 


Radio 4 

BZA-S4.WbFlU98tHzlM 
6.00am News Briefing. 

6.10 Farming Today 
6.50 Prayer tor the Day. 

635 Weather. 

7.00 Today. 

838 Weather. 

9.00 News. 

9.05 Sport on 4. 

930 Breakaway. 

10.00 News; Loose Ends. 

11.00 News; Agenda. 

1130 From Our Own Correspon- 
dent 

12.00 Money Bar. 

1235 The News Quiz. 

12.55 Weather. 

1.00 News. 

1.10 Any Questions? 

L55 Shipping Forecast 

2.00 News; Any Answers? 

230 Saturday Playhouse: Chaos by 

Desiyi. By Lemn Sissay. Poetry, 
music and mayhem - the Queen 
Is coming to Manchester. A Jour- 
ney tirough the soundjtf toe city 
as experienced by DJ Tempo. 

4.00 News; Cabbages and Kfopt 
430 Science Now. 

5.00 File on 4. 

5.40 You Probably Think This Song 
Is about You. 


530 Shipping Forecast 
5.55 Weather. 

6.00 Six Q’Ciock News. 

635 Week Ending. . 

630 Offspring. _ , 

7.20 Kaleidoscope Feature. Raul 
Allen talks to the celebrated tele- 
vision dramatist Alan Bleasdale. 
This month sees his latest offer- 
ing on Channel 4, Melissa. 

730 On These Days. 

830 Saturday Night Theatre: The 
Casebook of Sheriock Holmes. 

By Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. Five 
mysteries starting Oive Merrison 
as Holmes and Michael Williams 
as Dr W&tson. (RJ 
935 Classics with Kay- 
930 Ten to Tan. This week, reli- 
gious affairs broadcaster, Mike 
Ford on Celtic dues to Chr&ian 
unity. 

939 Weathen 
10.00 News. 

10.15 Late Night Theatre First Fo- 
nim. By Tamara Griffiths. On the 
west coast of Scotland, a com- 
munity of hermaphrodites Uve in 
quiet seclusion - until journalists 
arrive to investigate. With Sue 
Johnston, Andrew Schofield and 
Amelia Bullmore. (R) 

11.15 Irish Icons. (R> 

1130 Stanza on Stage. Grace 

Nichols talks to Simon Armitage 
about her new. long poem. Sun- 
ns, which was inspired by carni- 
val in Tnnidad, which she reads 
with John Agard as Montezuma 
and accompanytng steel drum 
music by Aubrey Bryan. 

12.00 News. 

1230 The Late Story: The Disap- 
pearance. By Chiba Baneijee DT 
vakaruni. Rad by Garrick 
Hagen. 

12.48 Shipping Forecast 

1.00 As Wbrid Service- 

530 Inshore Forecast. 

531 Setts on Sunday. 

5353 .00am Shipping Forecast 


Radio 4 LW 

19BWZ LM 
No Variations 


Satellite/cable 


Radio 5 

(B93,9fflWtzWn 

6.00am Dirty Tackle 630 Brian 
Hayes at Breakfast 9.00 Weekend 

11.00 Top Gear 1130 Hold the 
Front Page 12.00 Richard Little- 
john 1.00 Sport on Five 6.06 Six- 
O-Six 8.00 The Treatment 9.00 
Dallyn UK 10.00 Brief Lives 
1030 Aslan Perspective 11.00 
News Extra 12.00 After Hours 

2.00 Up All Night 5.00-6.00am 
Morning Reports 

Classic FM 

mmautn „„„„ _ 

6.00am Sarah Lucas 9.00 Count- 
down 12.00 Masters of Their Art 

1.00 Alan Mann 3.00 Margaret 
Howard 6.00 Gardening Forum 

7.00 Opera Guide 8.00 Evening 
Concert 10.00 The Classic Quiz 

12.00 Sally Peterson 2.00 
Evening Concert 4.00-6.00am 
Sally Peterson 

Virgin Radio 

(1215. 1 l97-1260kHz IM 1053MHz fW 
6.00am Lynn Parsons 10.00 Russ 
■rf Jono's Greatest Hits 3.00 The 
Virgin Album Chart with Robin 
Banks 6.00 Richard Porter 10.00 
Jarray Lee Grace 2 . 00 -6.00am 
Howard Pearce 

World Service 

U98ttizlM 

1.00am Nawsdesk 130 Letter 
frivn America 145 Britain Today 

2.00 Newsdesk 230 On Your Be- 
half 3.00 Newsday 330 Music Re- 
view 4.00 Wbrid News 4.05 World 
Business Review 4.15 Sports 
Roundup 430 From Our Own Cor- 
respondent 5.00 Newsdesk 5.30- 
6.00am Global Business. 


7.00am My Little FYmy (38045). 

7.30 Deify and His Friends 
(44652). 8.00 Press Your Luck 
(94584). 8.30 Love Connection 
(93855). 9.00 Quantum Leap 
(61958). 10.00 Kung Fu - The 
Legend Continues (40836). 11.00 
Legends of the Hidden City 
(24749). 1130 Sea Rescue 
(25478). 12.00 Wrestling (71520). 

1.00 Wrestling (29768). 2.00 Star 
Trek (26768). 3.00 Star Trek: The 
Next Generation 1 29294). 4.00 Star 
Trek: Deep Space Nine (11229). 

5.00 Star Trek: Voyager (4687). 

6.00 Xena: Warrior Princess 
(59872). 7.00 Hercules-. The Leg- 
endary Journeys (48S61). 8.00 
Coppers (5364). 8.30 Cops I 
(2519). 9.00 Cops 11 (372I3J. 

930 The Serial Killers 111749). 

10.00 Law and Order (47132). 

11.00 LA Law (41565). 12.00 The 
Movie Show (91411J. 1230 LAPD 
[78072). 1.00 Dream On (41188). 
130 Saturday NighL Sunday Morn- 
ing (57237). 2.00-6.00am Hit Mix 
Long Play (4189184). 


8.00 The River Wild (55107). 

10.00 Bad Company (358652). 
11.50 Separate Lives (557861). 
135 Falling for You (2 46817). 
3.10 Red Shoe Diaries: The Game 
(6390053). 430-6.00am The 
Magic Bubble U7430J. 
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7.00pm Superboy (3349126). 

730 Superboy (3136768). 8.00 
Hercules: The Legendary Journeys 
(7368126). 9.00 Pacific Drive 
? 7444590 J. 10.00 Tales from the 
Crypt [2463923). 1030 Tales from 
me Crypt 12472671}. 11.00 Duck- 
man [6722045). 1130-Duckman 
(9707039). 12.00*6.00am Hit Mix 
Long Play (4458614). 


sn MOVIES 

6.00am Man ol La Mancha 
(19668381). 8.15 Polntman 
(93528768). 10.00 Death Car on 
the Freeway [47728497). 12.10 A 
Pyromaniac’s Love Story (709565). 

2.00 Amore! (606039). 3.50 The 
Power Within (189107). 530 Tom 
and Jerry: The Movie [8247B). 

7.00 A Pyromaniac’s Love Story 
(47749). 9.00 The Puppet Masters 
(56836). 11.00 Red Shoe Diaries 
No 8; Night of Abandon (59861). 
1230 Above the Rim (159121). 
2.10 Secrets 15313053). 3.40- 
6.00am Those Ups. Those Eyes 

(5 4003275). 


SKY SPORTS 2 

7.00am Soccer AM (9665346). 

1 LOO End Zone (6360890). 

12.00 Ice Hockey (3504565). 

1.00 World Sports (75 1473B). 

130 WTA Tennis [5924132). 4.00, 
Sailing (9156749). 430 Surfing 
(4053229). 530 Work) League of 
American Football (528059®.. 9X0 \ 
Boxing (1824039). 11.00 Rugby? 
Union (4056316). 1230-1.00am 
Sailing [7183701). 
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SKY MOVIES GOLD 
6.00pm Pocketful of Miracles 
(91704107). 8.20 The Long Walk 
Home (72716478). 10.00 Bache- 
lor Party (8937213). 1130 Hard 
Times (8337381). 135 Sometimes 
a Great Notion (3435411). 330- 
5.00am The Spanish Main 
(1571898). 


SKY SPORTS 3 

12.00noon Survival of the Fittest 
(15237749). 1230 Snowboard 
(95243855). 1.00 Motor Sporty , 
(30896855). 330 Survival of -tbe gj 
Fittest (2377858 4). 4.00 Ice- < 3 
Hockey (80660923). 6.00 Racftg' J 
(73518942). 830 Sailing 
(80679671). 9.00 Golf. 
(37512584). 11.00 Inside the l 
Tour (69866326); 1130- 
' 12.00midnlght Survival at toe 
Fittest (62739720). 
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MOVIE CtUUMB. 

630am The Fabulous Adventures of 
Baron Munchausen (8827687). 
735 Robotix.- The Movie 
(52875872). 9.15 Stella* 
(1278328). 10.40 The Magic Bub- 
ble (40553652). 12.15 Gunga 
Din* (158652). 2.15 Blockade 
(977039). 4.00 My Summer Story 
(6381). 6.00 Clifford (49590). 


SKT SPORTS 1 

7.00am World Sports (83519). 

730 Aerobics (99126). 8.00 Sail- 
ing (91010). 830 Racing (90381). 

9.00 Super League (46590). 11.00 
Hold the Back Page (71774). 

12.00 Sports Saturday (5 0749). 

2.00 Rugby (321519). 5.00 Sports 
Saturday Results (8382). 6.00 Ath- 
letics (4671). 630 Futbol Mundial 
(5923). 7.00 Spanish Ftotball 
(542300). 930 Sports Saturday 
(38229). 1130 Motor Sport 
(469958). 2 .00-43 Oam Spanish 
Football (835643). 


LIVE TV 

6.00am Pin Money 7.00 Fashion 
7.30 Sport 8.00 A Game of Two 
Scarves 830 Sham Rock Quiz 8. 
Looking for Love 9.00 Pet Squad 
930 Revelations 10.00 Fashion 
1030 Agony 10.45 Looking for 
Love 11.00 Pet Squad 1130;Tfi|fi 
TV 12.00 Fate and Fortune 1Z3(£ 
Why Files? 1.00 Agony 2.00 TqajK 
TV 230 Fashion 3.00 Agpny330? 
FOte and Fortune 4.00 Pin M3 m£^ 
430 Sport 5.00-Sharrr Rock' 

530 Agony 6.00 Fashion 631 
Sport 7.00 Pin Money 730 
Game of Two Scarves 8.00 “ 

9.00 Handy Hunks; Sham 
Quiz 930 Eva's Seventies Pop 
Show 10.00 Topless Darts,- Sp« 
10.20 Sport 1030 Stand-Up^ 

11.00 Topless Darts- Fata and> 
tune 1130 Sex 12.00 Han#! 
Hunks; Erotica Exotica. 1230 k 
TV 130 Shopping 2.00 Sex “ ' 

6.00 Night-time programmes 
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Our May Issue’s Full Of Delicious Tips 
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rjooD Food Oalo^ 

Great Bank Holiday menus, classic 
Normandy dishes and irresistible golden- ■ 
topped gratins are just some of over 80 
mouth-watering recipes in our May issue- 


Goon Food On Am. 

We follow Sophie Grigson s new series, 
Taste of the Times; we’ve the start of 
MasterChef 1997; and we've a guide to 
your favourite food programmes. • 


Good Food And Drink Advice. 
Part Two of our wine course has more 
grape varieties and how to spot faults. 
And we steer you through food scares and 
conflicting advice on children’s foods. 


Good Food; Never Go WnEGUtit' 
You'll find an 8-page guide.co ri^be| 



food in New York; a cha^fi to witfj 
dream kitchen;, and mor e of AHnsh 
Harriott's collectable coot caMsp;. 
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